
The Next Meeting will take place on Tuesday 7th 
of October at the Old Homestead Inn, 170 Queen’s
Parade North Fitzroy commencing at 8.00 p.m. For 
those members wishing to dine prior to the 
meeting, the Restaurant is open from 6.30 p.m.

Editorial: Mike Glaister
     On September 1st, I along with 30+ other 
members of the combined VFFS and Sandfly 
group were privileged to be present and 
witness a moving tribute to Arthur Smith with
the presentation of a pictorial record of 
Arthur’s seven decades of aeromodelling 
activity; (refer Darien’s report in the General 
meeting minutes) This was a fitting 
acknowledgement of his involvement and 
contribution to our joint passion, Free Flight 
Aeromodelling. 
The book presented to Arthur was no mere 
scrapbook or photo album but a magnificently 
collated, printed and bound one-off 
masterpiece. 

Arthur and his book -Russ Naughton to
Arthur’s right

As can be seen in the above, all who were 
present were quite visibly impressed by the 
book and while the accompanying speeches 
were mercifully brief, the scene was quite 
emotive. The book was a collaborative effort 
by Prof. John Bird and Russ Naughton 

Congratulations to them both. Several of the 
photographs taken by Russ on that day have 
been re-produced in this issue, the reduced 
resolution necessary for printing in “Flypaper” 
does not do them justice, and hi-res photos 
will be made available (with both John and 
Russ’ permission) for all who wish to have a 
souvenir of the day.

The cartoon and the subsequent riposte
it engendered was filched from the “Age” in 
2004 - I particularly like Allen’s (aka Arthur’s)
streamlined shorts - note also the reference 
to “Arthur’s Ancient Aeronutz” in the 
response 
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This sort of light-hearted banter is good 
publicity for our hobby – Cartoon supplied by 
Colin Parker

In keeping with the vintage flavour this
month, the feature model for October is the 
1909 Duigan Rubber-Powered Model 
This particular model, drawn and built by Colin 
Parker to whom credit for the attached plan is
due,

Colin Parker’s Duigan 1909 model on its
maiden flight

flies remarkably (astonishingly) well, 
considering its simplicity – Build one for the 
end-of-year scale day at Sandringham and for 
the Duigan Day (yet to be announced)

Posing for the camera prior to 1st.flight

News for this month:
(The following information/articles 

were provided by Mike Hardy and were held 
over from last months “Flypaper” due to time 
constraints and Mac - PC incompatibility issues
Ed.)

MAAA Consideration of Rules 
The 2009 MAAA conference will 

include a review of the rule-book. Given that 
there is sufficient lead-time, if you have a 
suggestion to put or an issue with the present 
rules or wish to submit any other matter for 
consideration, please prepare your submission 
and send it to the VFFS executive for 
collation and presentation at the conference.

For example, some discontent has 
been voiced concerning the P30 and Hangar 
Rat rules in which it has been suggested that 
there are anomalies in flight durations and 
some redefinition may be needed.

Remember, whatever your concerns, 
now is the time to put pen to paper (no, don't 
voice it) and despatch it to our hard working 
secretary.
 F1J & 1/2A

It has been proposed that 1/2A and 
F1J contests be flown concurrently. The 
question then is how to make the playing 
(flying) field a level one. Here is a proposal for
your consideration.

The specifications of an F1J are: 
Motor capacity 1 cm3 - No tail pipe 
Minimum total weight 160 grammes 
Max motor run 5 secs (prev. 7) 
No fuel restrictions 
 

The proposed specifications for 1/2A
are: 

Motor capacity 0.84 cm3 - No tail pipe 
Minimum total weight no restriction 
Wing area no restriction 
Max motor run 8 secs 
No fuel restrictions 
 

All other requirements of the F1J 
rules would apply to all models, thus the 
following would apply: 

Five rounds of 30 to 90 minutes 
120 seconds max, and 
Two attempts.
The meeting thought that running 

Oz-diesel in this combined classification was 
not a good idea.



Control Line Lives! 
Our August meeting featured guest 

speaker Reeve Marsh from CLAMS, who 
enthused over his favourite aeromodelling 
discipline. He mused that the difficulties 
facing both C/L and Free Flight are similar and
are largely in line with our own thoughts; - 
most people are totally unaware of our 
existence!. 

It is true that interest in control line
fell away from its peak with the rise of 
modern radio control, and reached a low level 
of interest a decade or so back. Happily, there
are now a few clubs in existence and the 
question is how to further foster interest 
amongst the general public.

Reeve observed that most C/L flyers 
are grey beards (aren’t we all! - Ed.) and the 
hobby must inevitably die without the 
injection and fostering of new blood. Reeve 
talked of ways he and like-minded flyers have 
worked to swell the numbers of flyers (a much
discussed topic in the VFFS). It is self evident
that those unaware of the hobby will never be 
involved. So at their flying circles they have a 
'beginners' model built and ready to fly. This 
they provide (along with assistance) to anyone 
who evinces interest or is curious about the 
flying activity and is willing to have a go. In 
addition, they are ready to guide beginners in 
purchasing equipment, provide tuition in the 
construction of a first model and in developing
the skills necessary to successfully fly it. 

However, it is self-evident that, 
before you can build and fly a model, you need 
to know where to obtain the bits to construct 
it. To this end, Reeve has interested a number 
of hobby shops in stocking the essential 
building materials and a range of suitable kits. 
This notable success in persuading several 
retailers to cater for a limited number of 
modellers amidst what has become essentially 
a toy retail industry is a remarkable 
achievement. Sourcing specialist supplies is a 
common problem within the C/L and F/F 
fraternities. To further encourage those 
retailers he has “on-board”, Reeve 
preferentially directs prospective flyers to 
them.

With regard to models and methods 
of construction, C/L models still follow the 
basic pattern of yesteryear - mainly 
constructed from balsa/ply/hardwood with a 
little fibreglass in special applications. Power 
being supplied by glow and diesel engines in 
the main, with good engines still available. 
There has also been some interest shown in 
electrically powered models with some folk 
flying small C/L electric models indoors.

The proximity of C/L circles to urban
areas and the attraction (to some) of the 
attendant noise draws more people to a circle 
than to a distant FF field so Control Line has 
one native advantage over us. However, I 
wonder if our indoor venues could do more to 
get newcomers interested. 

State Champs, Springhurst 2-26 April 2009

Friday, 24 April 2009: 
Combined Vintage 3x180 0800-1400
F1B 7 rnds 0700-1400
Open power 3x180 0800-1400
Ebenezer trimming & practice all day 
 
Saturday, 15th 
F1A 7 rounds 0700-1400
F1C 7 rounds 0700-1400
P-30 3x120 0800-1500
Scale 0700-1200
Ebenezer trimming & practice all day 
 Dinner 
 
Sunday, 16th 
O/R (Shaw Cup) 3x180 0800-1500
Oz diesel 5x120 0800-1100
CLG/HLG 0800-1100
Festival of Ebenezers 0800-1300

Mass launch 1230
The entry fee is $25 flat 
The VFFS has booked the 6 standard 

units at the “Poachers' Paradise Motel”. Phone 
 02 6032 9502 Alternatively, e-mail 
poachersparadise@bigpond.com - Mention that
you want one of the units. Contact Colin Parker
by e-mail at colglorparker@bigpond.com to 
ensure you receive all subsequent bulletins and
to give us an idea of attendance. We will 
circulate information in Flypaper in any case.

http://webmail2.bigpond.com/webedge/do/mail/message/mailto?to=colglorparker@bigpond.com
http://webmail2.bigpond.com/webedge/do/mail/message/mailto?to=poachersparadise@bigpond.com


Aerosonde Visit:
Further to the proposed visit to 

Aerosonde, Darien has again contacted Col 
Collyer and the visit is on. The confirmed date 
is the 11th. of November at 8 pm. The 
Aerosonde site address is:
Unit 1, 585 Blackburn Rd., Notting Hill 
(between Ferntree Gully Rd. and Normanby Rd.
– on the West side)

As stated in the September issue of 
“Flypaper”,this visit will also constitute the 
November General Meeting

For those newletter e-mail recipients,
if you are at still unable to view AutoCAD DXF
files on your computer, Google AutoDESK and 
the top reference to the AutoDESK website 
should come up with an option to access one of
eight areas within the site - click on DWF 
Viewer and you will be directed to the 
following 
http://dwfcommunity.autodesk.com/products/
autodesk-dwf-viewer.html: Alternatively use 
the viewer available at: 
www.edrawingsviewer.com/ The latter website 
provides a free reader both for Macs and PCs 
I’m not sure about the AutoDESK site.

Contest Dates and Venues for October
Oct 12th. Vintage Rubber, Power, Glider
Venue: Eynesbury Field
C. D. To be announced

Contest Reports - Indoor State Champs
Manningham DISC Sept. 21st

Flight
1 2 3 4 5 6 St. 2/3 Tot 

Contestant
Sean O'Connor 60, 28, 72 29 115 64 26 62.388.3
(Bleriot 6)
Jim Fullarton 68 56 62 81 28 55 21.5 49.771.2
(Lacey M10)
Colin Parker 28 22 57 50 63 78 24 47 71 0
(Fike)
Mike Glaister 49 36 15 - - - 29.5 28.357.8
(Fike)
 

A windy day outside and a huge crowd
in the car park and the hall next door greeted 
the flyers who had to search for a spot to 
park and then trek to the hall. 

There were fewer flyers than usual 
but the numbers of spectators and assistants 
to the flyers grew and we were able to 
welcome a new flyer, Tim, who with Sean’s aid 
and a nice Curtis Jenny got some promising 
flights. Fikes and Laceys have featured 
prominently in Peanut contests throughout the
world for many years and this was no 
different however Sean’s Bleriot 6 low wing 
monoplane, repaired after its last outing 
showed that it had lost little performance to 
win clearly. This is a light model in a 
competition where weight is a major factor. 
This plus Sean’s ability to handle rubber 
motors won over the two models with variable 
pitch props. Colin had both trouble with trim 
and bad luck with settings and only on his last 
flight got near the model’s true potential while
Jim had even more bad luck with his model 
hitting the wall and ceiling without being able 
to recover. His best two flights were just able
to compensate for Colin’s better static score 
to gain second by only point two in seventy 
one. Mike Glaister with his first Peanut model 
on it first day out spent most of his day 
trimming but on its first scoring flight showed
its potential and held an advantage with the 
best static points of the day. When its 
problem with the rear peg mounting is 
repaired it should be able to challenge the 
higher scorers. 

Darien Cassidy  
(A very enjoyable day and true to prediction, I
finished a comfortable last! I am not dismayed
or discouraged by this as it is the first peanut
I have been able to get to fly - erratically.

Sean’s Bleriot 6 is a masterpiece of 
construction and attention to detail and of 
course, very light, the 115 sec. Fifth flight was
a joy to behold. After that, Jim and Colin were
battling for second place, with Jim’s model 
being slightly more consistent in flight times 
than Colin’s. -Ed.)

http://www.edrawingsviewer.com/
http://dwfcommunity.autodesk.com/products/autodesk-dwf-viewer.html
http://dwfcommunity.autodesk.com/products/autodesk-dwf-viewer.html


Minutes of VFFS General Meeting held 
on 2nd. September 2008
The meeting commenced at 8-03 pm 
Present: S.O'Connor, M.Glaister, R.Bird, 

D.Cassidy, C.Parker, M.Hardy, 
P.Butler, J.Fullarton, 
R.Naughton, N.McLeod, 
D.Boughton, H.Sokol 

Apologies:      R.Neve 
Visitors:        V.Morgan 
Correction: The Minutes of last General 
Meeting should have the following added under
the heading of Contest Matters: Vin Morgan 
[visitor] advised that he had contacted a 
number of local fliers and the proposed date 
for the2009 State Champs would be suitable 
to most. With this addition, the minutes as 
published in “Flypaper” were approved on the 
motion of S.O'Connor, seconded by 
R.Naughton. Carried. 

Matters arising from the minutes: Nil 

Correspondence: 
In: Two Control Line newsletters, Carbon 
fibre items received from Merv Buckmaster, 
Minutes from VMAA Executive meeting, email 
from Werribee Wanderers in regard to 
sharing the running of the State Champs.
Out: None. 

Treasurer's Report: 
Assets (as at 1/09/08): Total $2572.05, 
comprising $258.10 cash-in-hand, $2055.45 
cash-at-bank & $258.50 stock. Liabilities: Nil 
Membership numbers (as at 1/09/08) are 13 
full members, 4 associate members and 3 
Flypaper subscribers.

The report was accepted on the 
motion of J.Fullarton, seconded by C.Parker. - 
Carried. 

General Business: 
Contest Matters - Various matters 

about the 2009 State Champs were discussed 
and further discussions will be held at the 
next Committee meeting. M.Hardy will contact 
interested parties regarding time and place 
for tne next meeting. V.Morgan tabled a 

proposed program for the 2009 state Champs 
and confirmed that the Ebenezer event could 
be held on the final day.September 14th 2008 
Garnham Trophy second half yearly comp. 
J.Fullarton will be C.D. September 21st 2008 
Indoor State Champs Peanut Scale and Indoor
Open Scale at Manningham DISC. D.Cassidy 
will be C.D.

The State Champs for F1G, F1H, F1J 
will be flown on Sunday 7th September, 
weather permitting. Interested parties are to 
contact C. Parker.

Report on indoor day on September 
1st at the Sandringham Youth Centre by 
D.Cassidy: 

A presentation ceremony was held 
for Arthur Smith in commemoration of his 
years running the indoor activities at the 
Sandringham Youth Centre. About 50 people 
were in attendance and Arthur was presented 
with an impressive book containing a 
photographic record of his aeromodelling 
achievements and signed by those present. 
The book was produced by John Bird and 
Russell Naughton.

The flying program at Sandy has been
changed from an all day free-for-all to a 
strict? division of F/F and R/C flying in half 
hour segments commencing with F/F at 10am 
then R/C at 10.30am and so on. The lunch 
break, 12.00 to 1.00pm, is a free-for-all period
and the afternoons activities resume with a 
half hour of F/F, then a half hour of R/C and 
so on. 

PLEASE OBSERVE THESE RULES 
Darien has spent a lot of time negotiating 
these improved arrangements for our benefit. 
Also note that there are now two days of 
indoor flying available at Sandringham, the 1st 
and 3rd Mondays of each month.

General Business: 
S.O'Connor showed the Buckmaster 

goodies which comprised carbon fibre rovings 
plus two items of mixed carbon fibre and glass
fibre. D.Cassidy will try out these items and 
report to the next meeting.

N.McLeod showed the July 2008 copy
of Aeroplane magazine and alerted those 



present to the feature article about Alliott 
Verdon Roe and also that John R. Duigan 
ordered an aeroplane from Roe and took 
possession of it by December 1911.

R.Bird alerted members that VFFS 
details needed to be updated in the VMAA 
handbook before the next printing. M.Hardy 
will discuss this matter with R.Bird. 

D.Cassidy alerted members that 
access to the flying field may be becoming 
more difficult because some security guards 
are not aware of VFFS members needing 
access to the field through the security gate. 
One guard recommended to VFFS members 
use the 'unofficial' route via Eynesbury Rd. 
(Melway maps 220 & 226)

M.Glaister requested that members 
observe the deadline for Flypaper 
contributions which is the evening of the last 
Tuesday of the month.

After some discussion, M.Hardy 
proposed that combining of F1J and 1/2A rules
be discussed at another meeting. It was 
agreed that 1/2A motor runs be limited to 8 
seconds and Aussie diesels not be included in 
the proposed rules. 

Meeting closed at 9-07pm and a show
and tell session about wire bending 
was held with contributions from Sean 
O'Connor, Jim Fullarton Paul Butler and Colin 
Parker. 

Meeting closed at 9-40 pm.

Minutes of VFFS Committee Meeting
17-09-08

The meeting commenced at 8-15 pm 
Present: M. Glaister, R. Bird, D. Cassidy, 

C. Parker, M. Hardy, P. Butler
Apologies: R. Neve, J. Fullarton, 

S. O’Connor
Minutes of last Committee Meeting as 
published in Flypaper:

Approved on the motion of R. Bird, 
seconded by D. Cassidy, carried. 
Matters arising from the minutes:

 D. Cassidy tabled a list of people who
comprise the "Special Subcommittee” to 

investigate the merits of a separate Indoor 
Fee Structure 
Field keys:

New keys are yet to be cut. The 
necessary paperwork is in place.
Aerosonde visit:

The November General Meeting of 
the VFFS will be held at Aerosonde at 8 PM. 
D. Cassidy to contact Colin Collyer to confirm 
the arrangements. The Aerosonde address and
other details to be published in the October 
newsletter. 
VMAA Directory:

M. Hardy has provided VFFS details 
to be included in the next edition. 
Correspondence: 

In: 
Email from Vin Morgan in regard to 

the Victorian State Championships;
Journal of the NSW Free Flight 

Society; 
Email from the South Australian Free

Flight Society regarding planning for the S.A. 
Championships (March 2009) and a Fun Fly 
Weekend at Bordertown in October 2008; 

Letter from the MAAA including an 
entry form and program for the 62nd 
Australian Championships; details to be 
published in the October edition of Flypaper. 

Out:
Email to Graham Scott in regard to 

the VFFS Competion Calendar for > 2009. 

Accepted on the motion of C. Parker, seconded
by D. Cassidy, carried.

Treasurer's Report:
Total assets (17/09/08) $2642.05

Comprising: $293.10 cash-in-hand, 
$2090.45 cash-at-bank
$258.50 stock. 

Membership numbers (17/09/08) are:
14 full members,
5 associate members
3 Flypaper subscribers. 

Matters arising:
Nil 



The treasurers’ report was accepted 
on the motion of D. Cassidy, seconded by C. 
Parker. 

Contest Matters: 
The Committee considered Vin 

Morgan's proposed program for the Victorian 
State Championships, which is identical to last 
year's program with minor amendments. 

Contestants will be required to 
provide their own timekeepers who may be 
shuffled between contestants at the 
discretion of the Contest Director. 

The VFFS has undertaken to:
Provide three Contest Directors plus 

a person who will perform the > record keeping
and fee collection tasks;

Purchase a spring balance and tape 
measure for testing and measuring glider tow 
lines; 

Hire a portable toilet for the 
duration of the event; 

Provide a round timer. 
R. Bird has confirmed that the 

McMahon family are happy with the dates for 
the event to be held on their property. The 
McMahon family will be invited to attend the 
dinner at VFFS expense. 

The VFFS Treasurer has agreed to 
create a separate book account for recording 
State Championship income and expenditure. 
Any surplus will be held in trust by the VFFS 
to cover potential losses incurred in future 
years. Any shortfall will be covered by VFFS 
and will be charged against the special account
for recovery in future years. All monies will be
held in the VFFS general revenue account. 

There will be a flat entry fee that 
will cover all events the contestant may 
choose to enter.

R. Bird to check and confirm the 
proposal that all VMAA provided trophies can 
be engraved with the year of the event, the 
name of the event and the placing in the event
only. This proposal overcomes the problems of 
insufficient entrants or unsuitable weather 
conditions on the gazetted day. The VFFS 
undertakes to hold any postponed event at 
some other date in the same calendar year. 

The VFFS proposes that national 
team trials be concurrent with the Victorian 
State Championships and M. Hardy has 
undertaken to contact the MAAA and the 
Australian Free Flight Society in this regard. 

M. Hardy, in conjunction with D. 
Cassidy to correspond with the Werribee 
Wanderers with regard to organising and 
running the Victorian State Championships. 

General Business: 
Motion moved by D. Cassidy and 

seconded by M. Hardy that the VFFS be 
responsible for safe storage, maintenance and 
engraving of all free flight perpetual trophies 
belonging to the VFFS. – Motion Carried. 

South Australian competition: 
correspondence to be discussed at the next 
Committee meeting. 

The topic for the October General 
Meeting is balsa stripping methods and tools

The date and venue for the next 
Committee meeting is to be decided by M. 
Hardy. 
Meeting closed at 10.19 pm. 

In the original version this was an add for the 62nd Nats,
 

and was followed by the entry form on the next page.





Jack Hearn, Jim Fullarton and Arthur Smith.

“Arrest the Usual Suspects”


