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The Next Meeting will take place on Tuesday
4™ of May at The Recreation Hotel, 170 Queen's
Parade, North Fitzroy commencing at 8.00 p.m. For those
who wish to dine prior to the meeting, the Restaurant is
open from 6.30 p.m.

May Topic: Norne Listed
Speaker: Group Discussion

Contacts:
President:
Ron Bird (03) 9846 6297
birdron39@optusnet.com.au
Secretary:
Vacant
Treasurer:

Sean O'Connor (03) 9457 2877

sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431
michael.glaister@gmail.com

Competition Calendar - April/May

May 7,849  State Championships
Venue: Springhurst
C Ds: Various

May 7: F1B, Combined Vintage, Open Power.
May 8: FIA, FIC, P30, Op Rub (Shaw Cup).

May 9: HLG / CLG, Ebenezer Fly-in, OZ
Diesel, Open Scale.

Note: The FI1A, FI1B and FIC competitions will be
qualifying events for the World Championship 2011
Team Trials.

Editorial:

This month, in support of the proposed ‘49
Wakefield competition to be held at the 64" Nationals,
several more Australian designs of that era are
featured. In addition, another short story of your
Editor's misadventures with power models, in this
instance, the Hearn's Hobbies "Observer”, a charming
and evocative model well suited to Scramble events but

not entirely idiot-proof especially in the hands of yours
truly.

With regard to the Wakefield designs presented
this month, I contacted Adrian Bryant to ascertain if I
could obtain a better reproduction of the plan of the

‘Muscleman 4", Adrian provided me with an introduction
to Art Lonergan, the designer of the above model. I rang
Art a few days later and had a long chat with him
regarding Wakefields in general and his designs in
particular. He generously responded to my enquiries and
has sent a wealth of information to me regarding
Muscleman4 and also his later Wake, "Scimitar” He has
also contacted Devon Sutcliffe in N.Z. on my behalf, and
ultimately on behalf of all free flight flyers. I am now
"weighed down"” with the sheer volume of the material
provided by both and I am now settling down to work
through all of the plans and data for later publication in
"Flypaper”.

The Scale Masters meeting at Murray Bridge has
been brought forward to take advantage of the
statistically calmer conditions in autumn. The new date is
May 22" - May 23™. Venue will be Murray Kelsall’s
property near Murray Bridge. To assist in catering on
the field, please contact Dave Puterill on (08)8336-4257
to confirm your intention to attend.

It seems that not a month goes by without some
grave and/or serious matter arising. In this instance, the
resignation of our Treasurer Paul Butler due to health
reasons. Following upon that, our Secretary decided it
was time to retire also! Well, after 20 years in the job
who wouldn't want a break? On behalf of the VFFS, I
would like to thank them both for the invaluable service
they have provided in their respective roles and we all
look forward to their continued commitment as active
members.

With regard to the vacancies thus created, Sean has
volunteered to take over the Treasurer's position,
however the position of Secretary remains vacant for
the present. (Sean has also volunteered to act as
"mailbox” until a new Secretary is appointed)

The near-simultaneous resignations has caused the
committee to re-think the format of meetings given the
dearth of willing volunteers and a putative solution was
discussed at the committee meeting on the 2F’, the
details of these discussions will be published after
several organisational details have been addressed,

Just to add to the doom and gloom, I have reprinted
an article by Art Lonergan, which was first published in
the Annual Report of the NFFS Symposium for 2005.
While everyone may not wholeheartedly agree with all of
the content of Art's article, it cannot be denied that Art
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has expressed some of the thoughts which trouble all of
us from time to time.

Finally, and in somewhat more cheerful vein, some
news on the goings-on of Tim Hayward Brown. Sometime
earlier, after his appeals for accreditation from the
MAAA so that he could attend the upcoming F1D
Championships, albeit in an unofficial capacity were
perempftorily denied, I advised him to contact the MASA
and to enlist their help on his behalf, indicating that he
would also have the support of the VFFS in this regard.
At the time of writing, Tim was still waiting for his case
to be considered by the MASA, but the signs were at
least more positive than that emanating from the MAAA.
He is contact with the Italian and Czech F1D movement
and will meet them when he goes overseas.

Arthur Smith Trophy 21-03-10

Four flyers entered in the semi-annual Arthur Smith
trophy competition at Manningham and again it came
down to a “Clash of the Titans" between Jim Fullarton
and Col Parker, the latter winning by the slimmest of
margins, one second!

With the strong winds outside the Hall, the
"weather” inside the venue was quite weird to put it
mildly, with more than one flight finishing in what could
only be likened to a decent under D/T, such were the
strengths of the downdrafts experienced by all
competitors.

Jim and Col were immediately putting up competitive
flights while your editor was happy with the fact that
his 100/18.5 was flying at all - it certainly wasn't on the
previous Monday at Sandy! With Sean'’s help, I posted my
five flights in quick succession (I had other Irish-type
commitments to attend to) so I barely had time to see
the early performances of Jim and Col, but it is clearly
apparent that they are way out in front of the rest of
us. Mind you, a 100/13 weighing 18.5 gm. doesn't help.

With a 174 flight, Jim posted the high time of the
meeting but for some reason, could not complete a sixth,
leaving Col to carry off the Arthur Smith Trophy with
his final and best flight of the day of 153 seconds.

422222425

Colin Parker receiving the Trophy from Ron Bird
Table of Results

Name FI1 [FI2 |FI3 |Fl4 |FI5|Flé| Tot
J. Fullarton 96 118 | 42 108 | 174 | - 292
M. Glaister 53 57 81 61 45 - 142
N. McLeod 56 59 28 28 55 58 17
C. Parker 120 | 113 | 47 100 | 140 | 153 | 293

Also flown on the day was the Indoor CLG competition. As
Neil Mc Leod was the only entry he had a walkover victory in the
event. Neil's times were:
18.0,19.1,22.2,16.0,19.9,19.1 Total 42.1

The '49er and Muscleman 4 Wakefields

While neither model actually flew in the ‘49 contest,
both represent the then current thinking on Wakefield
design in Australia. Comparing these two designs with
the drawings presented last month, the commonality of
many design features is evident. While all differ from
one another in the finer detail, the slabsider fuselages,
twin fins, folding props and retractable undercarriages
are common to all. Tt would be interesting to compare
these with the other '49 feam models, Gregory's model in
particular as I have been told it resembled Alan Lim
Joon's model in many respects.

Col Williamson's '49er, as the hame suggests, was
designed in 1949 and entered in the Australian Team
Trials of that year, however, due to an excess of hubris
or confusion, max turns plus one were applied and the
resulting explosion of stored energy in the now-broken
motor destroyed the modell I't was not until some 50
years later that Col decided to build another.

The Muscleman came a little later (1950) and with it,
Art Lonergan topped the Australian Wakefield selection
trials with an average for three flights of 289.8 sec,
with Jim Fullarton coming second with a 212.0 sec.
average.

Both models would be eligible for the Courier Mail
sponsored contest at the 64™. Nationals as no cut-of f
date has been applied to design. In fact, provided one
abides by the then extant '49 - '51 rules, new designs
using composite structures may be entered. In the
opinion of your Editor, This tends to defeat the purpose
of the event. I believe that only designs of that era
should be eligible, Australian designs at that - there are
enough of ‘em!

The "Observer"”

This is another tale of your editor's misadventures
with power models the difference in this case being that
it has a happy ending.

I don't quite recall when or why I built the
Observer, although it was sometime after the demise of
the "Dixielander” and having had success with both the
Mallard and Dixie, I of course knew everything there was
to know about trimming power models - the Observer
was to provide a surprise and salutary lesson in this
regard.

Sometime during one of my periodic visits to the
city during which I visited all model shops within the
CBD and expended all my accumulated and hard-earned
cash, I saw a fully built example of the Observer hanging
from the ceiling of the Hearn Bro's establishment.
Fascinated by this vision of ethereal beauty, my eyes
glazed over with my best impression of Toad of Toad
Hall (Wind in the Willows") and the desire to possess an
example of the model led to depletion of cash reserves
to the extent that I had just enough left for the train
fare home. The kit required very little effort to build
and after about a week, (I build 'em fast and crash ‘em
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faster) I held in my hands a fair copy of Keith Hearn's
design, resplendent in patriotic yellow and green livery.

With an Allbon Spitfire motor attached to the
front end, the "Observer' in my right hand and a small
can of diesel fuel in my left, I headed o my usual flying
field, Monash Uni. In those days, the construction of
Monash had barely started and so the open fields were
still a mixture of pastureland and market gardens with
the exception of two terraced playing fields adorned
with concrete cricket pitches.

After a few quick tosses, a quite reasonable glide
trim to the right was established and the motor was
started and the "Observer” hurled into the light breeze.
To my horror, the model swung around in a tight right
hand turn and ploughed in shortly thereafter. Retrieving
the model (T only had to walk about 20m.) and checking
for damage, I examined the thrust set-up and decided it
was O.K. My next bright thought was that the model
needed some right hand wing warp so I attached a large
aluminium tab, appropriately deflected, to the outer R.H.
wing panel, the resultant flight was life threatening! This
time, with the tab providing some left roll, the model
managed to make a wider turn, diving but not quite so
viciously, however, it was diving straight at me! Emulating
the model, I in turn dived for the ground and
milliseconds later felt the slipstream of the propeller as
the model passed over me and crashed some 3m. beyond.
After recovering from this near-death experience I
shakily walked the few paces to the scene of impact, and
picked up the remains of the model. This time, the right
wing was a write-off and so it was back to base to begin
repairs, pondering dark thoughts all the way.

As the damage necessitated considerable rebuilding,
T had occasion to open the plan once again and while the
cement set on the replacement wing panel, I read the
trimming instructions printed thereon. Point 4
Of those instructions states that: “If model is
correctly trimmed it will climb to the right under
power and glide to the left. Do not adjust rudder
trim for R.H. glide as this will cause the model to
spiral to the right under power.."

After attempting to ram my head through a brick
wall, T calmed down and shortly thereafter, equipped
with a refurbished model sporting a rebuilt wing covered
in blue tissue (I had exhausted my supply of yellow
modelspan) I headed off for another attempt at
trimming. The glide being re-trimmed to the left, with
some trepidation the model was launched on low power -
a complete transformation! Now the model was docile, a
complete contrast to previous attempts. With a reliable
motor and a model now seemingly flying as if on rails,
many enjoyable weekends were spent with the
"Observer”, culminating in the most perfect flight I have
ever witnessed or experienced.

On that day, mid-winter as usual, the conditions
were cold and damp with little or no drift. After several
flights with the motor cutting out at around 50m. or so,
the needle valve on the motor was adjusted. It had been
assumed that the motor run was being determined by the
fuel load but was in fact governed by a change in

atmospheric conditions with moderate altitude gain, re-
adjustment of the needle valve changed all that! With
the accumulated fuel from previous flights, the model
ascended from the concrete cricket pitch and continued
climbing for five or six minutes until it was a barely
discernable cross at the base of the overcast high
above. Proceeding on the assumption that the model was
drifting to the north, the retrieval team headed off in
that direction. After a while and with the model now at a
somewhat lower altitude, it was discerned that the drift
had now reversed and the model was now drifting south.
Quickly re-tracing our passage through the market
garden, squashing the occasional cabbage on the way, we
scrambled up the escarpment formed in the construction
of the afore mentioned playing fields just in time to see
the model touch down on the same cricket pitch it had
taken of f from some 20 minutes earlier!

I had many more happy days and adventures with the
“Observer" including a retrieval from the roof of a
'Funny Farm”, (two of the inmates holding the base of
the ladder - they were actually very nice people), but
none to rival that one flight. I am unsure what happened
to that model, it may have been given away: it certainly
did not suffer the fate of most of my other models. If T
did donate it to some other kid, I hope that he still has
it and has enjoyed flying the best power model I ever
had - and that includes the "Dixielander”

F1D Follies

Nothing much to do with F1D's this month, just some
news of what Tim Hayward-Brown is up to. For those who
had the opportunity o meet and talk to Tim, you would
have become aware that his version of stress relief from
F1D's is to build free flight scale models.

Farman 250Structure

On his imminent overseas trip, he plans to attend the
"Openscale” event at Brno-Medldnky in the Czech
Republic. Tim will be taking two new models with him, the
Farman 250 pictured here and below and also a Wacket+
Trainer he is currently working on. Both models are to
1/20™ scale, which is the accepted standard at the Brno
contest. As you can see from the photos, the Farman is
now complete and test flights have shown some promise.

Page 3 of 3



Farman 250 ready for flight

In Memory of Free Flight by Art Lonergan

Is it any wonder that Free Flight is in decline, all over
the World; when the successor to the prestigious
Wakefield class, F1B, is virtually restricted to the
"elitist-club” of well-heeled (and rapidly ageing)
individuals; totally obsessed with factory-made
gadgetry. and ever prepared to spend big bucks to buy,
or to import a ready-made Russian or Ukrainian replica,
to give them a good chance of winning! When thermal
sniffers and expensive electronic trackers are required,
to compete successfully, when access to the very latest
technology, and a fully equipped machine shop are
mandatory and contestants must spend many hours
constructing expensive moulds to produce composite wing
spars, D-boxes etc!

Who wants to spend mega-bucks and hundredss of hours
producing the latest example of cutting-edge technology
when it can easily fall victim to the first unclimbable
tree downwind, or as a famous Australian old-timer
found out the other day, disappear mockingly into the
blue with mechanical timer failure?

Now it appears that, to be competitive, potential F1B
flyers will need the latest variable-pitch propeller, which
took the entire Russian team years to perfect. FIC
flyers will also no doubt consider themselves hopelessly
disadvantaged unless they can afford the latest
technological masterpiece in 4.1 geared motors. Even FIA
gliders are now fitted with strain-gage tow hooks and
are crammed with new sophisticated electronic gadgetry
programmed to optimise trim, markedly improve
performance and perform flawless bunting recovery
operations. Even the lowly and simple P30, purposely
required to use a simple off the shelf plastic propeller so
that even the most callow youth would have a chance of
winning has now been taken over by the high-tech
merchants with geared motors and sophisticated
construction in an effort to win what was intended to be
a beginners class. The youth of the world are to be
totally excluded.

This monopoly of the FAI international free flight
classes is directly traceable to the 1987 decision by the
FAL/CIAM to rescind the "Builder of the model” rule on
a stupid and unenforceable technicality thereby reducing
the entire Sport to the farcical reality which we have

today where winners can virtually buy their success. (We
have even had the disturbing spectacle of a prominent
American competitor buying the winning F1B of a
Ukrainian in 1993 for an undisclosed sum and using it to
win the Contest in 1995) Another example, the
unsporting action of a Danish champion circl-towing his
friend’s F1A over a line of idling buses in order to take
advantage of the rising warmed-up air to win the third
and final fly-off round. It is becoming evident that today
winning is everything and he who has the where-with-all
to purchase the latest technology will have an advantage
over the rest.

From my own vague memories of some 50 years ago,
I can still remember the thrill of seeing a beautifully
designed Wakefield hurtle up into the air after a copy-
book wing-and-prop-tip launch, that sense of exhilaration
remains! In those times, none of us possessed a car yet
we travelled 500-1000 miles every year to represent our
State. The contests were always fiercely fought, but
always in the spirit of friendship and co-operation and
the long-established champions were always the first to
come over and shake your hand if you "got-up”. As Lord
Wakefield had specified: "The Contest was to be
conducted in a Gentlemanly manner, and the models were
to take off completely unassisted”

Contrast this with the Dog-eat-Dog mentality of
today where every slight opportunity is taken to secure
an unfair advantage. Witness the disgraceful spectacle
seen at Taft in 1979 where a motor-cycle equipped
support group were seen racing around in circles
underneath an Israeli competitor's mode/ during the fly-
off in order to trigger a thermall To compound this sorry
state we have degenerated to, we now have the
incredible spectacle of FI1A and FIC flyers taking
Laptops to the flying field in order to reprogram the
complicate electronics on board their models to suit the
prevailing conditions and using R/C to adjust servos and
actuate D/Ts as necessary. Surely this is a gross
violation of the very term Free Flight. In this winning-at-
any-price mentality have they forgotten that Free Flight
is supposed to be fun, something to be shared with
others, and particularly, with youthful competitors?
Today's F1B’s have, since the rescinding of the C/S area
and ROG rules, degenerated into a series of factory built
"Flying Broomsticks”. By contrast, Vintage Wakefields
were an expression of their designer and builder's
individualism and were amazingly varied and different.
When will the FAL/CIAM realise they are presiding over
the death of Aeromodelling? Perhaps a return to simple,
easy-to-build-and-repair models at the International
Competition level may breathe new life into the sport
and return it to what it originally a hobby.

(The original article was some four pages long. I
hope that in my somewhat severe précis of the original I
have not departed too far from Art's original intent -
Editor)
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Minutes of VFFS General Meeting 06/04/2010
The meeting commenced at 8-13pm

Present. R.Bird, P.Butler, C.Parker, N.McLeod,
M.Glaister, J.Fullarton, D.Sutherland,
S.0'Connor, R.Neve

Apologies: D.Cassidy, D. Boughton
Visitors: None

Minutes of last General Meeting:

The minutes were published in the April edition of
Flypaper. Accepted and approved on the motion of
R.Neve, seconded by P.Butler. Carried.

Matters arising. Nil

Correspondence:

In:
Invoice for rental of DISC 21/02/10 &21/03/10
Control-line News, Minutes of VMAA meeting,
MAAA Display Day procedures
NSWFFS newsletter.

Out: Email o VMAA requesting trophies for F1D event
held on February 21st.

Matters arising Nil.

Treasurer's Report:

Assets (as at 2/03/10): Total $2236.25, comprising
$192.75 cash-in-hand, $1900.00 cash-at-bank, and an
estimated $143.50 stock.

Liabilities: Nil

Membership numbers (as at 2/03/10) are 12 full
members, 10 associate members and 8 Flypaper
subscribers.

The report was accepted on the motion of P.Butler,
seconded by S.0'Connor. Carried.

Matters arising. Nil

Contest Matters:
Garnham Trophy event rescheduled to 25th April with
2nd of May nominated as the fall back date.

S.0'Connor:

* Has organized a toilet for the State
Championships

e Will contact Kevin Mcmahon to enquire as to
which field may be used on his property

e Will organize transport of the VFFS owned
ladders to Springhurst.

There is a desire for the VFFS to organize team trials
for Australian representatives at the next indoor World
Championships. The consensus was that we need to find

out when the next championships are scheduled and
work backwards from that date. Collingwood Town Hall
was mooted as a possible venue. Ceiling height is the
over-riding criteria other than cost.

J.Fullarton commented that the F1D results published
in the VMAA newsletter were without explanation.
Readers without knowledge of the scoring system may
get the wrong impression about the performance of F1D
models flying at Manningham DISC. There was some
discussion over the matter with the resulting view that
the deficiency be avoided next time.

R. Bird presented trophies to the people who gained a
place in the FIL and F1D State Championships held on
February 21st.

F/F Technical Committee:
No report received

General Business:

Advertising:
R.Neve reported about his investigations into

advertising in local model magazines. The most promising
possibility is "Model Arts". The proprietor of
“Airborne" being somewhat less than enthusiastic. The
criteria for advertising or placement of articles or plans
in Model Arts is that the subject must be about scale
modelling.

Web Site:
P.Butler reported progress on the development of the
new VFFS web site.

Meeting Topics for future meetings:
May: New modelling materials, glues, structures
and coverings.

Next Committee Meeting will be held on Wednesday
21st April at 8.00pm at Sean O'Connor's residence; 59
Roseneath Street, Clifton Hill

Meeting closed at 9-16pm
Discussion Topic: The topic for the evening was 'sources
of plans'. There was no formal presentation but the

discussion was led by R. Neve who referred to the
plans list compiled by George Car.
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