
The Next Meeting will take place on Tuesday 7th of 
October at the Leinster Arms Hotel, Cnr Gold and 
Hotham Streets, Collingwood. Melways Reference 2C 
G6.h The meeting will commence at 8.00 p.m. - the 
Restaurant is open from 6.00 p.m.

October Topic: Show and Tell – Pre –P30 Garnham 
Trophy Models, (i.e. small Open Rubber models (70 - 100 
cm span).- Held over from Sept. Meeting
Speakers: Group Discussion – Individual designers to 
discuss their models

Contacts:
President:
 Ron Bird (03) 9846 6297

birdron39@optusnet.com.au
Secretary:

Sean O’Connor (03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Treasurer:
Sean O’Connor (03) 9481 6607

sean-oc@netspace.net.au
Editor:

Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431
michael.glaister@gmail.com

Competition Calendar. October/November

Oct 10 Vintage rubber, power, glider.
 Venue: Eynesbury Field.
C.D: Sean O’Connor
Nov. 7 Combined percentage open.
Venue; Eynesbury Field.
C.D:
Nov 21 In. St Ch Bostonian, Hangar Rat.
Venue: Manningham DISC
C.D:

Editorial:
Yet again I must begin this column with the tragic 

news of the death of Arthur Smith. Arthur had been 
suffering from a debilitating illness over the past few 
years and had not been able to attend either the VFFS 
or Sandringham indoor events. The tribute below has 
been penned by Arthur’s good friend Jim Fullarton and 
to whom I offer my deeply felt thanks. Nobody could 
have written a better eulogy.

On behalf of all Free Flighters and VFFS members in
particular, may I extend our deepest sympathies to his 

family and his many friends in other sections of the 
community.

Last month while drawing up the “Slicker 50” plan I 
happened to be in contact with Fred Roberts (who had 
supplied the drawing from which I was working), and, 
having indicated his intention to have the parts laser-
cut, gave me the e-mail address of “Browny”, the person 
with the laser cutting equipment, a person it turns out, 
of great interest.

Independently of this I contacted Roy Summersby 
seeking to purchase a set of laser-cut “Dixielander” ribs.
Unfortunately Roy had exhausted his supplies and 
directed me to a David Brown who was the original 
source of supply. Now the Editorial mind can sometimes 
work very slowly (if at all) and it was not until after I 
had contacted both David Brown and “Browny” in 
separate e-mails that it dawned on me that they were 
one and the same person!

After a brief exchange of e-mails and a few *.DXF 
attachments, some few days later I held in my hands two
and a half sets of “Dixielander” ribs, (I won’t go into the 
reason for the half) beautifully cut and very accurate 
and all for the very reasonable price of $40 plus 
postage! - “Browny” supplied the balsa as well.

The point of all of this is that if any VFFS member 
wishes to avail himself of this service, you need to be 
aware that the basic requirement is a vector-graphic 
file, preferably in AutoCAD, of the parts to be cut. Any 
of the previously published plans in “Flypaper” are all 
suitable. I can provide the DXF file for any of the 
drawings I currently have (some 150 or so).

“Browny’s” address is: -

Dave Brown,
2 Cary Avenue,
Wallerawang, 2845
NSW.
(02)6355- 7298
daveb@ix.net.au

This month’s newsletter contains reports on the F1G 
and F1H State Champs contests held at Di Dio’s Field 
courtesy of Vin Morgan and an account of the Indoor 
Precision Duration (Arthur Smith Trophy) at Sandy.

The plans this month are of Alan King’s winning ’54 
Wakefield and that of Alan Lim Joon’s third place model.
These compliment the article on the ‘54 Wakefield and, 
combined with Jim Fullarton’s personal remembrances of 
Alan King, add some colour and substance to the (heavily 
edited) Rushing rubbish in the Wakefield Story.
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The third plan is of a power model that I had 
forgotten I had built and is the subject of another and 
final (I won’t promise) episode in the sequence of 
disasters with power models of which your fumbling 
Editor has perpetrated and is seemingly condemned to 
perpetrate into the future. (I have two (and a half) 
“Dixielanders” on the way so stay tuned!).

To close off the Editorial column for the month, Don
Boughton rang me to let me know that Brunel Hobbies 
have a supply of very thin Basswood strips (0.6mm). The 
strips come in widths of6 and 8mm and are one metre 
long. The price for six strips is $7.50

Arthur Smith 1923 - 2010
A tribute by Jim Fullarton

Arthur Smith – R.I.P.
With the death of Arthur Smith, I have lost a good 

friend and the VFFS has lost an outstanding member. 
Arthur passed away peacefully at Cabrini Hospital on 
Sept. 3rd after a long struggle with prostate cancer.

Arthur started modelling at an early age, being 
caught up in the modelling boom around 1923 – 30. He 
was encouraged by his father, one of his early models 
being the 1932 Hervey canard, which resulted in a 
lifelong interest in the tail-first configuration. Around 
this time he first took to the air when capt. “Ham” 
Hervey took him for a joy ride from his field at Port 
Melbourne.

I came to Melbourne from Sydney in 1941, but by 
the time I had got to know some of the locals, Arthur 
was in the army, though I did hear glowing reports of his
achievements. He started keeping records in 1937, and 
between then and 1941 he seems to have just about 
dominated the competition scene, with a tally of 38 first
places and 17 seconds, losing 30 models in the process. 
His name is first on our State Wakefield Trophy, which 
he won in 1940, but one of his great disappointments was
being beaten in the final of the National trophy that 
year. This event was then run on an interstate basis, with
three flights and no maximums. Arthur was up against 
Bill Hamey from Woollongong, and was going well, only 
needing a modest effort in the third round to win. 
Inadvisably, he piled on full turns and the Korda spiralled
in.

Arthur had an unusual up-bringing, as his mother 
died when he was born and he was reared by two of his 
aunts. In later years he was very close to his father, and

this had a profound effect when the war broke out and 
Arthur was mad keen to join the RAAF. Being under age 
however, his father would not give permission, so he 
finished up in the army. As the war continued, his desire 
to fly only increased, and in 1944 he got the bright idea 
that if he learned to fly it might help his chances with 
the Air Force.

In consequence, he went AWOL from the army, got 
a in Melbourne, and took flying lessons at Essendon 
under Roy Goon. He actually got as far as meeting all the 
requirements for a licence, including a spin down from 
10,000 ft. before the Military Police caught up with him, 
and by the time that was sorted out the RAAF had more 
pilots than they knew what to do with.

After the war, Arthur was employed at Kodak, 
where he became interested in a young lady called Joyce,
who worked in the colouring department there. The 
ensuing romance led to a wedding in 1947, after which 
the young couple, faced with the housing crisis in 
Melbourne, decided to try their luck in Shepparton.

In 1950, Arthur made a “Rudderbug” Radio Control 
model for Jack Hearn of the famous Melbourne firm of 
Hearn’s Hobbies. Radio installation was by Reg. Cooper, 
and on October 15th Jack made what is believed to have 
been the first R/C flights in this country.

In 1960 I was moved to the Bourke St. office of the
old P.M.G. dept., where I found Arthur working in the 
photographic section. This was quite an interesting 
position for him, one of his duties being to take photos 
for the cover of the directory. About this time I made a 
boat in which Arthur joined me in numerous excursions 
from Rickett’s Point flying seaplanes. Unfortunately, he 
did not share my liking for fishing, his sympathies being 
on the side of the fish.

In 1991 he was flying electric R/C at Dendy Park 
when he met up with Adolf Haas, which led him to take 
an interest in indoor flying. His natural inventiveness 
showed up well in this branch of modelling, and he was 
soon achieving good results in the F1L and Peanut events.
Always an original thinker, he showed a particular 
interest in experimental types, his indoor efforts 
included canards, a tandem, flying wings, an autogyro and
even a ducted fan, all of which flew.

Arthur with his 50% Korda Wakefield at DISC 2007
Looking for a site for more frequent indoor flying, 

he discovered the hall at Hampton, where he established
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regular monthly gatherings, mainly of retirees. This 
group, now based at Sandringham, and known as “Arthur’s
Ancient Aeronuts” has a flourishing membership, meeting
twice a month, a fitting tribute to its founder.

Apart from his modelling, Arthur was a keen 
sportsman, playing football, basketball, and in particular, 
table tennis at A grade level.
Arthur is survived by his wife, Joyce, daughters Colleen 
and Linda: grandchildren Curtis, Lachlan and Megan. The 
members of the VFFS join me in expressing our deepest 
sympathy to the family at their sad loss.

Jim Fullarton
Victorian State Championships F1H and F1G

These contests were held at the Werribee 
Wanderers Inc. field in Tarneit (Di Dio’s ), on Sunday 
22nd August, and Sunday 29th August. 

F1H. There was a pleasant, light breeze at the start
of the day. It increased later but was never  a problem 
for the A1s. Initially there were four contestants, but 
Fred Roberts broke his Aiglet in the testing stage, 
leaving three to compete. Sean had an elegant solid wing 
model but it had developed warps (??) so he reverted to 
a low aspect ratio job. Vin flew his M&K electronic model,
while Gary had his trusty Aiglet. Vin’s model hasn’t been 
out for some time and had a hairline crack in the D-box 
which made it turn viciously to the left on high line 
tension. This resulting bunt down produced the 41 in 
flight two. Sean was going well until the last two, which 
allowed Vin, who wasn’t going to continue, to disable all 
the bunt functions and tow up gently to get a last flight. 
Gary retired after a couple of longish retrieves, because
he was running out of time and wanted to trim his new 
Dixielander before the wind got stronger.  In any case 
his continuing would not have changed to result. It was 
an enjoyable morning with a couple of other flyers not 
flying F1H.

F1G was flown in much better conditions, calm for 
the whole morning.  Five competed. Sean coolly maxed 
out with his SOCoupe (plan and information variously in 
Flypaper Nov 2008, FFQ 23 and FFDU 1999-4). Jim 
Fullarton and Colin Parker flew conventional medium size 
coupes of which Jim’s flew well, but Colin was having 
problems. It looked under elevated as well as 
underpowered; Colin agreed. Vin flew his small Vivchar 
model (good climb, so-so glide), and Leigh her Gorban, 
(last outing was a third at Lost Hills). Leigh has been at 
F1B launching school since then so she threw the coupe a 
bit too steeply and it nearly looped on the first flight 
but after that she mended her ways, and had no further 
problems.

There were 12 flyers on the field, and hardly a 
moment when there was not a model in the air. Colin 
Collier was trimming his Big (1½ times Stomper) and Gary
Odgers was also getting a Big (1½ times Dixielander) 
ready for the George Fuller weekend (2-3 October at 
Springhurst - be there). There were also a gaggle of 
standard size Dixielanders flown by Gary, Colin C, Peter 
Greenhill, Harry Sokol and Dennis Parker which looked 
pretty competitive Lew Reynolds was playing safe with 
rubber and Gordon Beeby had his usual collection of 

sport flyers. It was a very pleasant morning’s flying, 
outstanding for late August and just two weeks before 
September – the windiest month of the year.

State Championships - F1H
Contestant Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 Rd5 Total
Vin Morgan 120 41 120 120 117 518
Sean O'Connor 120 120 120 69 50 479
Gary Odgers 76 120 - - - 196

State Championships - F1H
Total

Sean O'Connor 120 120 120 120 120 600
Leigh Morgan 99 120 120 120 120 579
Vin Morgan 118 120 120 101 120 579
Jim Fullarton 79 114 120 120 84 517
Colin Parker 73 107 72 47 120 419

Precision F/F- Arthur Smith Trophy – Sandringham 
This event is generally well supported, attracting 

both the regular indoor free flighters and some of the 
R/C people from the other and of the hall and this year 
was to be no different although news of Arthur’s death 
cast a more subdued atmosphere over the event.

With Darien, the usual contest director being 
unavailable, the Editor stepped in to fill the gap and, 
after a little discussion amongst would-be entrants, set a
time of 60 sec. as the mark. This was an increase over 
last year and was thought to be a little more difficult to 
achieve. Subsequent events proved that this surmise was
false, but all present thought it posed more of a 
challenge.

First away was Col Parker with his 10/80 to record a
59.00 flight! Nick Calvino and Col Stone, both flying 
“Hangar Rats”, quickly followed with a 56.60 and 57.05 
respectively. Don Bladier, flying his “Poonker” was off 
form initially and only scored 19.40 for his first flight. 
Peter McCarthy put in a reasonable time of 40.40 
seconds, but it was obvious that his foam “Hangar Rat” 
was overpowered with the 1/8” strip he was using. Having
broken the motor in my “Ultimate Lifting Machine” on a 
prior occasion, I put in an initial flight with new rubber 
only for the model to become entangled with the pendant
lights and a subsequent rapid descent to record 34.80.

By this time, Jim Fullarton had arrived and within a 
few minutes was winding up his “Lacey M10” peanut when 
Gary Sunderland’s errant single-engined Fokker hit the 
wall immediately above Jim’s head and descended onto 
the Lacey’s tailplane, breaking a section of the starboard
trailing edge. Jim completed winding, and with the now 
damaged Lacey, recorded a flight of 55.00 seconds. 
Despite this, Jim elected to fly his Fairchild 22 in 
subsequent rounds.

Bruce Grayling, flying his 100/13, kept getting 
involved with the lights and other varied ceiling mounted 
obstacles and did not record an “official” all day – a pity 
really as his model was flying superbly.

Subsequent rounds saw most contestants edging up 
in time toward the one-minute mark, with Jim Fullarton’s 
57.60 being the best for the second round. Peter 
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McCarthy was still in trouble with his overpowered 
model. It was about this point in time that I donated a 
couple of metres of 3/32” rubber to Peter to see if that
would tame his model – subsequent flights were to prove 
that surmise to be correct as with the new motor 
installed and the eventual removal of most of the 
downthrust, Peter went on to record a 61.10 and a 63.06 
for his two final flights.

Meanwhile, Col Parker was “cruising” as 
nobody had approached his first round time until 
Jim’s third-flight 59.10 stirred him back into 
action! Jim’s time was quickly followed by Nick, 
who recorded a 60.53 final flight. Undeterred and
with plenty of flights in hand, Col got his 10/80 
away on it’s third-round flight to put the matter 
beyond question with a 60.09, thereby winning 
the Arthur Smith Trophy for the umpteenth time!

Arthur Smith Trophy
Contestant Fl1 Fl2 Fl3 Fl4 Fl5 Fl6
D. Bladier 19.40 66.60 57.10 64.60 67.00 62.50
C. Parker 59.00 55.20 60.09 63.00 - -
N. Calvino 56.60 57.00 54.40 64.78 62.5 60.53
C. Stone 57.05 53.00 54.00 50.00 47.00 67.00
M. Glaister 34.80 48.40 51.60 54.80 56.21 61.20
P McCarthy 40.40 29.00 48.00 45.00 61.10 63.06
B. Grayling - - - - - -
J Fullarton 55.00 57.60 59.20 58.90 - -

Colin Parker with Arthur Smith Trophy – again!

The 1954 Wakefield Contest
Following upon Joe Foster’s and Dave Kneeland’s wins

in the Wakefield and Power events at the first World 
Championship in 1953 in conditions which were very 

benign and which, for Cranfield, unbelievable, the FAI 
awarded the second World Championships to the US.

The site chosen by the AMA for the contest was the
USAF airbase in Suffolk County, New York State; the 
selected dates were from July 24 to 26. The event was 
to be sponsored by the Convair Aircraft Corporation 
while General Jimmy Doolittle, one of the few people 
skilled, brave or foolish enough (all three actually!) to fly
the Granville Bros. lethal toy, the "Gee Bee" racer, was 
to be the Grand Marshall of the meeting.

Eleven Nations were represented in the Wakefield 
Cup event: USA, UK, Canada, Australia, Guatemala, 
Mexico, Japan, Sweden, South Africa, New Zealand and 
Switzerland. The 1952 Wakefield winner Arne Blomgren, 
together with his countryman Anders Hakannson, were 
representing Sweden while first-time entries from 
Japan (Kiyotatso Miyoshe) and Guatemala (Andrew 
Bobkowski Jose Pardo and Oswaldo Pellecer) were 
received. In all, eleven entries were to be flown proxy 
and it must be said that the US provided a magnificent 
group of proxy flyers, after Alan King, the next three 
places were filled by proxy flown entries.

Alan King had travelled from Australia via  tramp 
steamer with personal baggage consisting of his models 
and those of Alan Lim Joon, his fellow ESMAC clubmate.

The US fielded a full team of Bob Dunham, Dick 
Baxter, Bob Debatty, and Warren Gillespie. The 1953 
Wakefield Champion Joe Foster was not invited!  When
asked sometime later about this violation of the 
tradition, dating from 1928, where the previous winner 
was always invited to defend their title, Joe replied that
the AMA did not exercise or recognise this courtesy 
and, although he tried, he could neither persuade the 
AMA hierarchy to change their position nor could he win 
a place on the team in the face of the fierce competition
during the US team trials. Given the actions of the AMA 
in the previous year when Joe, having won the Cup, had it
snatched from his grasp by these self-same and self-
important officials, Joe would have to be the unluckiest 
winner in the history of the event! 

The Soviet Bloc Nations, having also been invited to 
participate by the FAI, declined to attend, possibly 
fearing mass-defections from some teams, especially 
those from Czechoslovakia and Hungary. (To put this into
some historical perspective, “Uncle” Josef Stalin had 
died only the year before, (5th March 1953), and 
relations with the West had had little time to unfreeze, 
let alone normalize.

Following further FAI - inspired rule changes, the 
maximum mass of rubber allowed was to be 80gm., the 
first and certainly not last time this ploy was to be used 
in a futile attempt to restrict model performance! The 
other significant change was the deletion of the cross-
sectional area rule; this had been changed several years 
previously from the L2/100 rule to 10 sq.in., resulting in 
the extreme models of Bilgi and Montplasir (among 
others) seen at the ‘52 and ’53 Wakefield events. As the
area rule had been originally intended to promote models
of full-size appearance and since the change to the 
nominal 10 sq.in. had the opposite effect, why not 
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abandon the requirement altogether? The ROG, 
requirement, which had so bedevilled competitors in 
previous contests, was to be retained – logic only goes so 
far….

Alan King – M/A photo 
ROUND 1: Sunday, July 26, was Wakefield Day, and the 
weather was warm, and dry, with light winds. The USAF 
personnel, pressed into service, provided quick and 
efficient retrieval in the very light conditions. There 
were seven 180-second maxes in Round 1, with Alan King, 
Manny Andrade (proxy flying for Allan Lim Joon) both 
recording easy full scores and D/Ting from a 
considerable height. Carl Hermes, flying Charles 
Jackson's entry, missed the thermals and recorded 146 
seconds. George Reich, flying John Upton’s New Zealand 
entry also maxed comfortably.
ROUND 2: Alan King repeated his first round efforts, 
recording another max as did George Reich(John Upton),
Dick Baxter of the USA, Phil Joyce and Cyril Mayes, 
(both of Canada). Manny Andrade, flying for ALJ, 
blotted his copybook and recorded a 143. Thirteen 
maxes were recorded in Round 2
ROUND 3: Alan King continued to impress with another 
easy and efficiently flown max as did George Reich to 
join Alan at the top of the leader board with the only 
perfect scores after three rounds. Fourteen maxes were
scored this time – everybody was getting in on the act, 
having sorted out their models and the prevailing 
weather conditions
ROUND 4: With the weather holding and with an 
increasing number of flyers recording maximum flights, 
(sixteen this round) the pressure was on the leaders. It 
was in this round that George, flying for John Upton, fell
by the wayside with a 124 while King, impressing 
everyone with his unperturbed mien, coolly recorded a 
fourth max to lead the field. Many Andrade, after his 
second round slip-up, continued to record maxes, as did 
Carl Hermes (Charles Jackson).
ROUND 5: With a perfect score but with three or 
four other flyers breathing down his neck, Alan 
King chose to fly his reserve model for the final 
round. What caused him to come to this decision 
is not known – perhaps a problem with his 
number one model or some other reason but as 
the sole Australian present, there was nobody else

for him to confide his thoughts in. With all eyes 
on him, Alan wound up and launched into the late
afternoon air, the reserve model climbing away as
steadily as the number one model had in previous 
rounds to record a fifth max and a perfect score to
win the Cup

Name Rnd l Rnd 2 Rnd 3 Rnd 4 Rnd 5 Total
Alan King AU 180 180 180 180 180 900
C Jackson GB 146 180 180 180 180 866
Al. Lim Joon AU 180 143 180 180 180 863
John Upton NZ 180 180 180 124 180 844
Bob Dunham US 120 175 180 180 180 835
A. Blomgren SW 180 146 180 128 180 814
Philip Joyce CA 180 180 141 180 125 806
Fabi Mursep AR 152 169 120 180 180 801
Dick Baxter US 180 180 177 180 81 798
W. Gillespie US 123 138 180 180 150 771

Alan King - a Remberance
Jim Fullarton

Australia’s first world champion, Alan King was a 
country boy who came to Melbourne from Bairnsdale in 
order to persue a career as an industrial chemist. Joining
the ESMAC club, he soon made his mark on the local 
contest scene, winning the Australian wakefield in May, 
1948. in the 1950 Nationals at Reservoir he placed 
second in power with an Eta 29 “Flying Pencil”, but it was 
in the 50-51 Nats. In Adelaide that he really got into his
stride, winning the Wakefield and Class B powerwith a 
new and very potent Dooling 29 “Pencil”.

Alan with Dooling 29 powered “Flying Pencil”
For the next Nats, Alan made a really big effort 

with a fleet of “Flying Pencil” designs in three sizes, 
resulting in two wins and a second, and with another 
Wakefield win, he ran out an easy National champion. In 
the 1952 Victorian State Championships he excelled 
himself by winning three power and two rubber events in 
the one day.

In the 1952-53 Nats. At Bendigo, he entered no less
than ten events, resulting in wins in Wakefield, Class 4 
power, Nordic Glider, and a new innovation, C/L Payload, 
in which his Elfin 1.5 powered model lifted no less than 
50 ounces. These successes made him overall National 
champion for the third year in succession.
Alan’s last National meeting was at Toowoomba in the 
following year, but this time rough weather wrecked his 
Wakefield and glider entries, though he still had success
in Class 1 power and payload.
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Alan King with long Wakefield – Circa 1952
As a result of his outstanding record over the 

previous three years, Alan was selected to represent 
Australia at the World Championships to be held in the 
U.S. in July 1954. A small fund was raised to partly cover
his expenses, and he set sail from Sydney on May 21. As 
the saying goes, the rest is history!
Alan moved to England after his win and stayed on there,
competing in several more world events without being 
able to repeat his ’54 effort. His last attempt at the 
Wakefield was in France in 1959 where he was doing well 
with four maxes when damage caused by a breaking 
motor spoilt his chances, reducing him to 17th place.
At the beginning of 1961, he returned to Australia 
accompanied by his wife, Clarice, and baby daughter 
Geraldine, but it was not a happy homecoming as he was 
suffering from a rare form of cancer. This proved to be 
incurable and he died on the 22nd of June aged only 33.

Alan King’s 1954 Wakefield
Alan’s model was a very elegant and at first sight, 
complicated model with it’s warren braced octagonal 
fuselage however first appearances can be deceiving as 
the octagonal shape came about by the addition of 
stringers or strakes set in the centre of the sides of a 
basic diamond fuselage. The tailplane was fixed to the 
rear fuselage cone, which, in turn, was keyed into the 
fuselage. This allowed easy access to the rear motor 
anchorage and, by clever design, still allowed for a tip-up
D/T The wing was set a long way back on the fuselage 
and as the wire cabanes were permanently fixed into the
fuselage structure, very little fore-aft adjustment of 
wing position was possible. This may have been the 
underlying reason as to why Alan used upthrust to trim 
the model! 

Mike Hardy’s reproduction of Alan King’s ’54 Wake 

The general layout follows what was then standard 
practice for Aussie Wakefields, single-blade prop, twin 
fins polyhedral wings. Resplendent in red and gold (red 
tissued wings and tailplane, yellow fuselage) it has been 
modelled and admired by many. The best and most 
colourful reproduction I have seen is that belonging to 
Mike Hardy.

Allan Lim Joon’s 1954 Wakefield
Placing third overall and barely three seconds in 

arrears of second place Charles Jackson, Allan’s model 
was the equal of Alan King’s. 

Again following the Australian design trend of single 
blade prop and twin fins, ALJ’s model differed in detail. 
The wing was mounted on a small platform built integrally
with the top longeron of the diamond fuselage, which was
lozenge-shaped and not a square set on side. As with 
Alan King’s model, the tailplane was of geodetic 
construction and integral with the tailcone, not 
surprising as both Alan and Allan were ESMAC club 
mates and would have both studied each other’s models 
and shared ideas. If Sean’s indoor RSW of ALJ’s model 
is any indication, the performance of the full size model 
must have been something to behold. There will be an 
ongoing argument as to the actual fuselage shape; Sean 
says it is symmetrical about the horizontal datum while 
the reference drawing shows it as being asymmetric.

Sketch of ALJ’s ’54 Wake (Aircraft June, ’54)
As the information upon which the AutoCAD drawing

relies is quite clear but perhaps not definitive, (see 
above), the mater remains unresolved. I am prepared to 
yield to Sean’s view and will amend the drawing 
accordingly when some kind person produces sufficient 
evidence to convince me of the error of my ways! 

Mike Green’s “Heatwave” an Open-Class Power model
While leafing through the pile of magazines Ron 

Neve brought along to the August general meeting, my 
attention was first drawn to a plan of the Li’l Auk, 
published in the January 1958 edition of Aeromodeller. I
had built one of these and, fitted with wheels in lieu of 
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floats it was a delightful flyer. What I had missed in the
first few pages of that edition was the plan and article 
of a power model I had also built, that of Mike Green’s 
“Heatwave”. Remembering back to the time, I was 
immediately attracted to the wholly geodetic structure 
(yes Jim!) and I simply had to have one. Taking more than
my usual care, I built an example over the late summer 
of ‘58 and was rewarded for my diligence by the sight of 
a model resplendent with pink Esaki silk-covered wing 
and glossy black fuselage. The whole effect was marred 
somewhat by the red-tissued tailplane though, as the dull
red did not match the almost fluorescent pink silk.

Appearances aside, I had drilled the bearers to suit 
my newly acquired O.S. Max 15, which, due to my slow 
and careful building of the “Heatwave” had been pressed 
into service (very brief service I must add) as the power
plant in a C/L speed model. What was I to do to power 
the “Heatwave”? As I cast around through my 
exceedingly small engine collection, my hands fell upon a 
tired Frog 150, a survivor (just) from the carnage of C/L
flying. After offering up the motor to the model, it 
became immediately apparent that the bearers were too 
far apart, but if I angled the motor, two diagonally 
opposed mounting holes would line up with the previously 
drilled “O.S.” holes with about 10º or so down or up 
thrust, depending on which two holes were selected! (You
can see what was about to happen can’t you). Setting off 
with assembled model under one arm and fuel can plus a 
modest selection of tools in my army surplus shoulder 
bag, I headed for the Monash Uni playing fields 
(described in a previous article). Starting the motor, a 
feat in itself given the total lack of compression, the 
model, with the Frog mounted in the safe “downthrust” 
configuration, (safe for the model, not, as it turned out, 
for me) the model was launched and, dead-stable but 
without gaining any height, the model accelerated and 
attempted to assault it’s owner, necessitating another 
dive for the Monash mud! Resorting to Plan B, the 
downthrust was removed and an equal and opposite 
amount of upthust was installed. Now with any other 
motor worth it’s salt, this was an open invitation to 
disaster, but the Frog was not an heroic example of the 
genre and the “Heatwave”, grossly underpowered, 
climbed away gracefully albeit slowly and 10-or-so 
seconds later, I was rewarded by the glorious sight of 
sun shining through the pink covering on the wing and 
highlighting the beautiful geodetic structure within. 
Matters continued in this manner for most of the 
summer into early autumn and then the inevitable 
happened, I flew it without a D/T!

Now the flying field was on a small plateau, the top 
of which had been levelled to produce two football fields
separated by an embankment of about three metres in 
height. This discontinuity formed a reliable trigger for 
thermal bubble separation if the conditions were right 
and on this particular day they were. The model, gliding 
down, suddenly wobbled a bit and then started to climb, 
at this stage I was not particularly concerned as the 
thermal was no “brick lifter” and the prevailing drift so 
slight that I was keeping ahead of the model – at least 

initially. The drift that day was to the northeast, which 
from Monash took the model toward Corpus Christi, then
a Catholic Seminary, now the Police Academy (I could 
offer a philosophical argument asserting that nothing 
has changed!) clearly visible on the horizon some several 
kilometres away. This line of drift was over a mixture of 
market gardens, open fields (interspersed with large 
patches of blackberries), small areas of woodland, 
hedgerows and several major roads. As I had to 
circumnavigate or at times penetrate the various 
obstacles in my path in order to keep up with the model, 
my easy walk had now become a brisk jog (blackberries 
can be hell!), however I was fit in those far off halcyon 
days. The model, never more than 60-70 metres above, 
was tantalizingly close and at times looked as if it had 
exited the thermal, only to start climbing again dashing 
all my hopes! This pattern continued until I, now some 
several hundred metres behind, saw the model drift 
directly over the Corpus Christi buildings and straight 
into a real monster of a thermal, probably triggered by 
the escarpment on which the complex stood. I watched 
in awe and deepening despair as the model rapidly 
ascended to the cloud base and disappeared from view 
(in my case forever). After waiting some time for a 
miracle to occur and the model to reappear (after all, I 
was in the right location), I eventually gave up and began 
the long march homeward, scratched and torn by my 
passage through the blackberries.

As I recall, I was not particularly distraught by the 
loss, the Frog had seen better days and was a brute of a 
thing to start anyway, the model I could replace in time 
(I never did). My only real loss was the KSB timer, which 
I had earmarked for the “Dixielander” then in production
and for which I had now to stump up more hard-earned 
cash for a replacement timer.

I later heard that some kid in the area had picked up
the model, which by then would have been somewhat 
weather-beaten. What happened after that I know not – 
if he managed to get that blasted Frog to start, that in 
itself would have been a minor miracle, as it took me a 
long time to develop a technique to get it running without 
spending the better part of a day endlessly flicking it 
over.
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Alan King’s 1954 Wakefield Winner 
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Allan Lim Joon’s ’54 Third Place Wakefield
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“Heatwave” Mike Green (Aeromodeller January 1958)
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