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Please Note: The Next Meeting will take place on the
first Tuesday in August (2") at the Leinster Arms
Hotel, Cnr Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood,
Melways Reference 2C G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. -
the Restaurant is open from 6.00 p.m.

July Topic: DVD of Vintage models flying at various UK
flying fields - Middle Wallop, Ashdown Forrest, Barkston
Heath, Epsom Downs and Salisbury Plain - filmed by
English modeller Keith Miller - DVD copy courtesy of
Allan Lim Joon via Jim Fullarton
Contacts:
President:

Paul Butler

pgbrol6b@tpg.com.au

Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O'Connor (03) 9481 6607

sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431
michael.glaister@gmail.com

Competition Calendar. August/September

August 7 backup day
Eynesbury Field.
August 21 Indoor St. Champs Bostonian, Hangar Rat

Manningham DISC

C.D: - T.B.A.

Indoor precision free flight for the Arthur
Smith Indoor Free Flight Trophy.
Sandringham.

Garnham Trophy, second half yearly
competition, P30 rules with no limits on
weight, propeller, and rubber, 3 X 180
Eynesbury Field

September 5

September 25

Editorial: July was a relatively uneventful month - no
competitions, no international modelling events and thankfully no
deaths within our small and diminishing community to report on.
Sean and I did get out to Eynesbury on Friday the 16™ and
enjoyed a perfect day mucking about with some ancient A2's
(see survey report) and it is becoming increasingly evident,
indeed imperative (at least to your Editor) that we should seize
these infrequent opportunities as and when they arise. After
all, most of the active competition flyers within both the VFFS
and Werribee Wanderers are all retired (in Vin Morgan's words;
"keep proper hours") and would, or should be available to fly
midweek to take advantage of any benign day that comes along
(they always seem to occur midweek). I am aware that not all
flyers are in that fortunate and somewhat blissful situation and
that contests should continue to be scheduled for weekends,
but with regard to the F16 category, there are only five,
possibly six, active participants, all of whom are retirees. So
c'mon folks lets get out there and fly! (End of soapbox oratory)
This month's meeting holds promise of some really good
entertainment as Jim Fullarton has acquired a copy of some

free flight flying in the U.K. by way of Alan Lim Joon. According
to Jim, this DVD is of much better quality than the previous
one, which featured the ‘49 and '50 Wakefield Competitions.
The main problem of that DVD was the rapidity with which
models quickly disappeared from view due to the restricted
depth of focus of cameras of that era - thanks to modern
camera technology, the automatic focus feature has enabled the
cameraman (men) to follow the models in flight. Apart from the
better quality, it will be played through the in-house projection
system onto a large screen, so we won't have to crowd around
Ron Bird's computer to see it, as was the case last time.

The plan(s) and article for this month are of Vic Smeed's
“Ballerina” , an old 4 oz Wake from the pre-1937 period and
another Fullarton design. The Ballerina constitutes a resumption
of my intention to draw and publish the designs of Vic Smeed
and my thanks go to Malcolm Campbell and George Car, who
(independently) furnished me with ample information for the
plan. The Wake plan is intended to serve a two-fold purpose;
first it is a drawing of an interesting design suitable for Vintage
events outdoors, and secondly it (and others to come) could be
simplified and scaled to suit our indoor Wake competition to
encourage wider participation. Having seen Sean's '32 Gordon
Light put in an effortless 2:20 with its big propeller wafting
lazily around, T am now convinced, if I was hot before, that the
real secret to duration in general and indoor duration in
particular is the propeller, a whacking big propeller, form drag
being of only secondary and minor importance. Thus, 4 oz
Wakes, suitably scaled, may be the way forward in an attempt
to encourage others to have a go at indoor RSW, as Sean has so
convincingly demonstrated.

Just when I thought things couldn't get any weirder, T
came across another of Jim's canard designs, the "Rezenebe"” on
the "Volar Libramente” website - a genuine canard “"Ebenezer” -
which interests your Editor - expect to see one in the not too
distant future. We should organise an Ebenezer day at
Eynesbury - just a thought.

The final plan is that of Vic Smeed's Junior Miss, a small
rubber model. I came across this some while ago and had
forgotten about it. Vic's untimely demise prompted me to search
my disorganised records for topical and appropriate information
and I rediscovered it, mislabelled and in an obscure file -
Heureusement!

In his time with us, Adolf Haas was a regular contributor
to "Flypaper”, his input being mainly "How To" articles. Colin
Parker has photocopied many of these and they will re-appear in
“Flypaper” from time to time as space permits

To conclude, I thought when I started writing my monthly
drivel that I would not have to record the death of yet another
FF'er, however I received the news from Malcolm Campbell only
a day or so ago of the death of Jim Palmer. Those that knew
him may wish to contact Adrian Bryant via e-mail at:
adriani2@norex.com.au
Eynesbury Survey

With no other takers, the planned F16 Comp fizzled out
and so SO'C and your Editor decided to go to Eynesbury to take
advantage of what turned out to be a perfect free flight day
and also to survey other possible fields for future use. I had
stated my intention to bring along my recently refurbished 50
year old “Sans Egal' (well, it was originally a “ Sans Egal') and
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Sean responded by bringing along two equally ancient A2's, the
provenance of which was a bit of a mystery.

As it was a week day, we entered via Haul Road rather than
detouring through the township, and briefly checked on access
to each of the paddocks we passed on the way - all had deep
ditches between the road and the access gate(s) rendering
them impassable for normal vehicles although 4WD's would have
few if any problems.

Entering our regular field, we observed that the summer
grass noted previously had not changed since our last visit, still
quite high but also very brittle and presenting no impediment to
retrieval.

With no wind all, we began by flying some rubber models, I
my 60% '49 Alan Lim Joon, how equipped with a prop stop, which
cured the stally glide problem, and Sean an ancient area-rule
Coupe, the covering of which had seen better days - way better
days! Judging by the disparity between the condition of the
prop and the rest of it, the model seems to be equipped with a
SOCoupe prop of considerably more modern vintage and, in
consequence, the model is definitely no slouchl!

After mucking around with the rubber models, both of
which were performing well with a little re-trimming, we shifted
to the A2's, which gave us both a few problems, mainly centred
on the auto rudder release. Sean's A2's were "inherited" - one
had four MAAA numbers on it, later surmised to be those of
Merv Buckmaster and possibly his wife and two daughters. Also
emblazoned on the side of the fuselage was a note directing the
finder to return said model to yet another owner, Jim Fullarton!
- Six owners and still going strong!

Both of Sean's models had this weird balsa wedge
arrangement to simultaneously release the auto rudder and
start the timer - it jammed on each occasion, requiring a field-
repair revision, which was still a bit iffy. My A2 also had an auto
rudder release problem, different, but having the same effect -
T had, the night before, lost the D/T line in the fuselage and
while fishing it out with a length of wire, managed to also hook
the auto rudder, hopelessly entwining them together and
requiring the forcible removal of both. While at the field, T
jury-rigged an auto rudder and D/T line on the outside of the
fuselage - a "field-repair” which was to prove ineffectual.

My model behaved beautifully on tow, perhaps performing a
little better than Sean's in this regard, which was a surprise,
straight to the top of the line. Line release from the tow hook
was O.K. but the bloody auto rudder release pin would not come
out, resulting in a large nose-down pitch and subsequent velocity
increase which broke the light Dacron line - end of fun for the
day. The model limped away at about 20m height in a slight
oscillatory stall for about one minute, trailing a substantial
length of Sean's towline. Despite the lack of success, both of us
were encouraged by the potential in the A2's, ancient as they
are There is no way they would be competitive against Vin's
modern F1A's, but are nevertheless another class of model we
can muck about with.

At this point we decided to pack up and survey the field
immediately to the west of our present scene of operations. We
found it to be far larger, but to gain access would require a
traverse of our present field, negotiation of two further
(unlocked) gates and then a drive of at least several hundred
metres into the field, avoiding, or trying to avoid, the unseen
rocky outcrops along the way. (There is no visible evidence of
previous vehicular traffic in this field). In addition, the grass is
still quite healthy and in consequence, long. Not as bad as the
field to the south, but still a "model eater”. We climbed a barely
discernable slope toward the SW to the top of low ridge from
which, looking back, the slightly heightened elevation revealed
the limitations of “our” field, in particular, the model-obscuring
ridge to the north.

With regard to the "new" field, positioning the flight line
to avoid the copse of trees near the gate(s) and the line of
trees along the farm track between the two gates would mean

an arduous and possibly vehicle damaging traverse toward the
south western corner of the field. However, having said so much
that is negative, the field does have potential and with shorter
grass and drift from the NE to SE quadrant, may be a better
prospect than our present one.

Air Warden
In a previous issue of Flypaper, a photo was inserted of a
model of the Air Warden. In the photo, the rapidly
retreating model was largely obscured by Col Collyer's
Derriere. As the intention of the photo was to illustrate
the condition of Di Dio’s field, the photo served that
purpose very well. However, it did little justice to the
model. Subsequent to the relevant Flypaper issue being
distributed, I received the following history and
associated photos of this beautifully built and finished
model from Sean, words in italics are SO'C's:

van's bifuly built Air

Early in 2010 Neil Evans asked me to help get the Air
Warden flying. He explained its creation thus:

"T grew up in Adelaide and was an active aeromodeller,
involved with such luminaries as Bill Evans, (no relation), Gordon
Burford, Leo O'Rielly plus others from Melbourne who I met
through interstate competitions including Jack Hearn, Monty
Tyrell and Allan Lim Joon. One of the many models I built was a
6ft. free flighter - "The Flying Air Warden" - designed in the
US by Al Pardocchi. I built the plane around 1947 and powered
it with one of Gordon Burford's early design engines - the GB
5cc diesel - of which only 3 or 4 were made.

Increasing work commitments forced me to give up
modelling around 1951, but I never lost my enthusiasm. About 5
years ago, through fluke circumstances, I decided to build
another Air Warden and acquired a set of plans from John Pond
in the US. T then managed to track down Gordon Burford who
had moved to the Gold Coast. Gordon put me in fouch with David
Owen of Wollongong who just happened to be in the process of
producing - with Gordon'’s input - a run of GB 5cc replica diesels.
T purchased one of David's GB 5cc motors, installed it in the
new AW, giving me a fairly accurate replica of my original AW
from 1947."

Neil Evans

I was unable to assist Neil at the time, but Colin Collyer
took on the project and later I wrote to Neil:

" I thought you would like to know that it was my pleasure
and privilege to see the Air Warden make its maiden flight this
morning. As you will be aware today's weather was exceptional
free flight wise. A group of enthusiasts went out to a field near
the Werribee River to fly a postponed comp and generally muck
about. Col Collyer brought along your creation and entertained
us all putting up a series of flights starting with a gentle
circuit and progressing to climbs to 50m or more and flights of
several minutes.
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I gather that no trim changes were required beyond
various pre-flight tweaks that Col thought appropriate. Every
flight was smooth and stately.”

Sean O’ Connor

GB 5cc motor installed in the Air Warden

Davies Charlton “Ballerina”

While I am unsure as to when and why Davies Charlton
commissioned Vic Smeed to design a model for subsequent kit
production, I suspect that it was to promote sales of the DC
Dart (0.5¢cc) and DC Merlin (0.75cc) motors. There had been,
prior to Davies Charlton's acquisition of the Allbon model engine
manufacturing company, a sweet little 0.75cc motor, the Allbon
Merlin (I had one and can attest to it's handling qualities) and
it's reintroduction under another brand name, this time with an
integral fuel tank and later, the "Quick Start” spring starting
mechanism may have been the underlying reason.

No matter what the reasoning behind it, Vic, as per usual,
produced a beautifully proportioned and easy to build design
with superb flying qualities (yes, I had built and flown a
Ballerina too! - not too sure if it was from a kit though). A quite
light but surprisingly robust model, it must have been bought
and flown in large numbers, especially in the U.K.

When I first declared my intention to redraft Vic's designs,
Malcolm Campbell e-mailed to me a series of PDF's of various
Smeed designs, most of superb quality - unfortunately the
Ballerina was not! The Ballerina plan was in JPEG format and,
while useful in providing a broader picture, was useless for the
finer detail. Enter George Car, who, responding to my request,
loaned me a well-used original kit plan from which the detail, not
visible in Malcolm's JPEG emerged - my thanks to both.

William Ying's '35 Wakefield

From a generic viewpoint, Ying's '35 Wakefield is but
another of the cabin monoplane designs favoured by US
modellers throughout the 30's. It differs from the Gordon
Light designs in that the fuselage nose area is much simplified.
It retains Light's "Motor Stick" idea for winding the motor
outside the fuselage.

Ying's method of mounting the fin with bamboo dowels and
paper tubes is an improvement on Light's idea, which, while
more easily adjustable, lacked positive location and could easily
be knocked out of trim. Ying's model was bigger than Light's '32
model but similar in overall size to his '35 one. The only easily
seen point of departure from the generic cabin designs was the
slight sweep-back of the wings, a relatively rare feature on US
models at the time. One further characteristic shared with the
Light designs - Ying's design had an outrageously large propeller
for the time, with a diameter of 173", around 44% of wingspan

As far as being a suitable subject for RSW, with a 60%
scaling the model would have a 24" wingspan and an overall

length of 183" and propeller diameter of 10 £" which could be

increased to 12" diameter without bending the rules too much.

Overall, with a bit of structural simplification to bring
down weight and thinner aerofoils, a 60% Ying would be an
interesting and competitive design in RSW
“"REZENEBE"

Your Editor habitually searches the Internet for
inspiration and for interesting articles suitable for inclusion in
Flypaper and when visiting the Argentinian " Volar Libramente”
website I am rarely disappointed. The organization of this
particular site is so good that it is easy to search for particular
items of interest. With that in mind, I looked for something
that was unusual and found Jim's "Rezenebe” (Ebenezer
backwards if you haven't already worked it out!) design. This
design was thought good enough by Aeromodeller for inclusion in
the "Golden Wings" Model Club section of the magazine as a
free plan. Unlike the previous month's canard plan, this one
immediately gained my interest, as it is simple, robust and quite
attractive - it is also an Ebenezer, a class of model T have never
built. A further point in its favour is that it is a Jim Fullarton
design. Being a compulsive builder, yet another model to be
added to the "Fun Fleet”. Why not join me?

Junior Miss

Another of Vic Smeed's designs, and possibly a little
unusual, Vic being more noted for his small diesel powered sport
power desighs than for competition rubber. The Junior Miss at
20" span fits in that class of model so popular in the late '40's
and early '60's, the small ultra lightweight rubber model. It was
similar in size to the Laurie Barr "Scram" and "Pinocchio”
designs and Norman Marcus' RAFF V (the RAFF V at 32" span
and Barr's "Scram” at 28" were significantly larger).

Much simpler to construct than any of the other designs
mentioned (no laminated tips and simple sheet fin) I+ would
have, at the time, been an ideal beginner's entry level model to
competition flying. The only drawback to this was the need to
carve and set up the single bladed folding propeller - a problem
that confronted and defeated many.

VFFS Committee 2011/2012

The results of the (non) election of the VFFS committee

are as follows:

President P. Butler
Vice President D Cassidy
Secretary S O'Connor
Treasurer S O'Connor
FP editor M Glaister
Proper Officer P Butler
Ordinary member J Fullarton
Ordinary member R Neave
Ordinary member C Parker

Editor’s XL56b - I't's now finished and covered Roy!
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"Ballerina"
By Vic Smeed
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Diagonals

Ko x Yis" Med. Spacers

Bottom Longerons -¥s" x %" Med.

Davies-Charlton "Ballerina” designed by Vic Smeed
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