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Competition Calendar. December/January

December 4 Back up day for postponed events
Eynesbury Field.

Dec 5[Monday] VFFS Grand End of Year Ind. Scale day.
Sandringham.

December 18 State Champs F1L and Team Trial F1D

Manningham DISC.
Combined Vintage.
Eynesbury Field

Editorial: For this final newsletter of the year, we
have some real and somewhat disturbing news. On
Saturday November the 12™ our Secretary/Treasurer
did a recon of the Eynesbury site and discovered that
the field to which we have (had) access is now
QUARANTINED!! Whether this is a permanent or
temporary situation is at this stage unclear - Sean's
report on his ramblings is reproduced in full below.

Just to add to the end-of-year misery, Paul
Butler has been examining the legal situation with
regard to Sandringham. As the VFFS does not
control the activities there, the question of the
applicability of the MAAA insurance coverage was
examined. A short statement of the situation is also
appended to this newsletter. So, if you fly there,
take heed, you've been warned!

To add a happier note, from the feedback I have
received, the Davies Charlton Story was appreciated
and so, to repeat the dose, I have trawled through my
aviation books and found an account of Louis Blériot's
cross-channel flight in 1909 The text is taken from an
interview published in the Daily Mail, accompanied by
some less well-known facts surrounding Louis Blériot
himself. If this article also receives some positive
feedback (praise and adulation), I will be tempted to
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continue plagiarising other stories from the dusty
archives.

Note also the VFFS events Calendar for 2012. This is
still a draft document but things should not vary much

The plans of the month is of Carl Hermes' 1953
Wakefield - Warring with his "Geodetic Wonder" of the
previous year spawned a rash of similar designs, one of which
is Hermes' "Method" My thanks again to Devon Sutcliffe who
supplied the necessary information to enable me to draft the
plan. The second plan, and I always knew a good'un would turn
up if T were patient, is of Carl Wheeley's 1954 FAT Power
World Championship winning model. I had baulked at starting a
series based on FAI Power World Champions, as almost as
soon as I started I would be frustrated by this particular
model, all drawings of which that I had previously seen were
of unacceptable quality - not anymorel!

The third plan is a peanut scale model of the Ponnier, a
1913 French racing plane, which was entered in the pre-WWI
Bennett races. The original plan was drawn by Jean Francis
Frugoli and published in the magazine Modele Reduit d'Avion
as part of their Cage a Poules series of peanut models - T
came by this plan in Adolf Haas' effects and it is one of a
series of drawings of early French aircraft, all peanuts, he
had/has in his collection. I will be redrawing these and
including them in Flypaper from time to time. This particular
drawing came to the surface while I was trawling through my
own jumbled collection of drawings while looking for a drawing
of the Bleriot XI, intended to accompany the article in this
newsletter. No luck I'm afraid, but I will eventually find it and
include it in a future issue of Flypaper.

Finally, to repeat the message from last month's
newsletter, the F1D trials draw closer and we are in urgent
need of helpers, either to act as timekeepers, crowd
controllers (bring your own stockwhip) or doormen
(doorpersons). If you could spare the time and help it would
be appreciated. We have the hall from 9:30 am until 4:30 pm
so if you can't stay all day, poke your head in for an hour or
two and watch the most fascinating of the indoor classes.
Remember the date, 18™ of December. A reminder from last
month, Peter Lloyd will bring along all pre-ordered supplies.
So, ring Peter on (03) 9435 9042, e-mail at: /nfo@pelaero
com au - or snail-mail your order to

PEL-AERO PRODUCTS

7 PELLET STREET,
GREENSBOROUGH, 3088
AUSTRALIA

As this is the last newsletter for 2011 and with the
holidays almost upon us, may I wish all readers a safe and
happy Christmas - New Year and, all returning fit and well,
make 2012 a great and memorable year for free flight £d.

Eynesbury Recconnaisance (Sean O'Connor)
Hi Al

On Saturday I went out to Eynesbury to check things
prior to contacting the stock manager.

First I inspected the old field on Exford Rd and discovered
that long grass is not a huge problem there. Not a problem in the
next paddock east either.
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Next I checked the gates on Green Hill Rd (formerly
Haul Rd) for normal car access
and concluded that the gate closest to Exford Rd (red spot on
pic 1a) would be OK. This gives access to the internal tracks so a
suitable launch point could be reached with no more dirt track
driving than we coped with in the old field.

Then I proceeded south to the current field and discovered
that:

A - it has been turned into a quarantine area with access
strictly verboten.

B - The road and drainage works have extended to about
20 m past the gate cutting off physical access. (see pic 3a)

On closer inspection I saw that one of the locks had been
cut out of the chain and replaced by a piece of wire so I removed
our lock and replaced it with some copper wire from my tool box.
(the guarantined stock could escape into the road works I guess,)
The Quarantine notice and a new gate, which would allow normal
car access, are near the red dot in pic 3a

I will try to contact the stock manager and discuss
alternatives.

I favour the gate near Exford Rd mentioned above.

This would be less convenient on Sundays but better on other
days.

The gate onto Exford Rd still has Jim's wheel to ease
opening,
but the problem of a gap in the middle blocked with a star
picket and some wire. We could offer to re-engineer this to
make the gate usable and gap-/ess.

Access at the gate on the gas pipeline is impeded by a
ledge about 30 -40 cm high.

I guess this could be levelled out with some effort.

This is the third gate, just over I mile from Exford Rd.

Food for thought?

Sean

Insurance Reminder (Pau/ Butler and Darien Cassidly)

The subject of insurance cover for indoor flying at the
Sandringham Athletics Centre (Thomas St. Hampton) was
raised at the November General Meeting. In consequence the
VFFS President and Vice President re-read MOP 057 clause
3.5 and the summary of the MAAA insurance policy and came
to the conclusion that persons flying model aircraft at that
venue are very likely not to be covered by the MAAA
insurance policy.

The insurance situation for events that are partly run by
the VFFS at the Sandringham Athletics Centre (i.e. Arthur
Smith Trophy and Grand End of Year Scale Day) is not clear.

The VFFS Committee therefore advises all VFFS
members that flying model aircraft at the Sandringham
Athletics Centre may be at your own personal risk.

(Please note that there is still some confusion about this
matter and as no definitive ruling on this situation has as yet
been sought or obtained from the MAAA and as such, the
above notice should be regarded as advisory only - Ed.)

Minutes of the General Meeting, 8th November 2011
Meeting Commenced: 8-02pm

Present: D.Cassidy, M.Glaister, S.0'Connor, D.Sutherland,
J.Fullarton, C.Parker, P.Butler, R.Neve, R.Bird, D.Boughton

Visitors: None
Apologies: N.McLeod

Report on Last Committee Meeting: Briefly summarized by
D.Cassidy.

Topics of discussion were: Working with Wood Show,
booking of D.I.S.C. for 2012 indoor days, need to work out the
2012 calendar for the outdoor days.

Business Arising: D.Cassidy will telephone John Higgins at
D.I.S.C. in regard to booking the indoor days.

Secretarys Report:
Controline News newsletter.

Correspondence i

Correspondence out Nil

Treasurers Report: The past months income has matched the
expenditure so financial status of the VFFS remains unchanged.

General Business:

Outdoor calendar: S.0'Connor briefly discussed his ideas for
a new approach to the scheduling of outdoor days. To be
discussed in more depth at the next committee meeting.

Grand End of Year Scale Day:

R.Neve has volunteered to judge the flight performance
and scale appearance of the models.

Prizes: R.Neve has donated a bottle of wine as a co-
first place prize. D.Cassidy and J.Fullarton made financial
donations. We expect a donation from the R/C group and any
shortage will come from the VFFS. A $5 participation prize will
be awarded to participant whose models succeed in making a
qualifying flight.

First, second and third prizes are yet will be decided at
the next committee meeting.

FID Team Trials:

A flat fee of $15 will be requested from each participant.
The hall rental for the day will be much more than normal
because of the extended hours so a higher fee is required. The
plan is to have a dinner in the evening of Sunday 18th December
for all participants, VFFS members, wives, partners etc. Possible
venues will be discussed at the next committee meeting.
Numbers are unknown at present.

Peter Lloyd has volunteered to be a jury member but
another is needed. It is anticipated that participants will assist
with time keeping but other assistance will be needed. Please
email S.0'Connor (sean-oc@netspace.net.au) or P.Butler
(pgbrol6b@tpg.com.au) if you are willing to assist.

P.Butler will organize a suitable banner and information
leaflets for distribution to any interested members of the public.

Meeting Topics:

December Wing sections

February Gear trains for rubber power models

March Howard Gostelow will visit and talk
about current activities in
Queensland.

April Constructing spoked wheels.

Contest Reports: None.

Other Business:

M.Glaister reported on the flying at the Sandringham
Athletics Centre on the Monday before the general meeting.

"Flying at Sandringham is becoming more and more
hazardous (note insurance warning in this newsletter) and the
free flight area toward one end of the hall is being constantly
assailed by plastic toys overflying their (admittedly vague)
designated flying space. Plastic helicopters are not a problem as
they remain in their own designated space at the other end of
the hall, but the inexpertly flown plastic aircraft which seem to
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be aiming for an invisible target on the wall immediately above
our heads are.

More worrying still is the blatant disregard of the "School
Bell” which is rung when the FF contingent want some airspace.
When John Bird is present, he manages to “"enforce” compliance,
however in his absence anarchy rules. This is particularly
annoying when we are flying F1D's, FiL's and F1M's. These models
require little space but are critically effected by turbulent air -
not helped by the close passage of a plastic missilel”

Meeting closed 8-31pm

Presentation and Discussion of the Topic of the Evening:

Small models for the design competition were brought
along by C. Parker and P. Butler.

Colin's model was a rubber power stick and tissue model
of simple design. Apparently Colin always has this model on
hand and will fly it whenever he is having a bad day with other
models.

Paul's model was a semi-scale glider design based upon
the Douglas Skyray. There many plans around for balsa wood
models based upon the Skyray but this model is different. It
is made from paper. The glider is built by cutting parts from
printed plan and then assembling them. Most models should
not need ballast and paperweights can be in the range of
100gsm to 200gsm.

Both Colin and Paul received a bottle of wine as a prize.
Louis Blériot
Louis Blériot is of ten regarded as some slightly insane Frenchman
who took it into his head to fly across the Channel one fine day in
1909. Nothing could be further from the truth! Blériot, prior to
the first successful powered flight, had been, and at the time
still was, a successful businessman, amassing a considerable
fortune in the manufacture of acetylene lamps for automobiles.
His visit to the Paris Exhibition in 1900 awakened a consuming
passion to fly -three years before the Wright Brothers did so!
To assuage this passion, he proceeded to spend a considerable
portion of his accumulated wealth in a series of initially farcical
designs, nearly drowning Gabriel Voisin when his enormous and
ungainly Bleriot IV turned turtle when being towed at speed ed
along some unnamed waterway. However, success came swiftly
after a little sanity returned, and he gave up on hydroplanes in
favour of “conventional” wheel-equipped designs. The Bleriot V
visited some modest success upon it's designer, the Bleriot VI
more so until, by 1908, Blériot was making real progress with a
flight of 13 km on May 31 and a 40 km flight on July 13.

The stage was set; all that was required was the impetus.
This came in the form of a competition sponsored by the "Daily
Mail" with a £1000 prize attached. Three entrants assembled in
the Pas de Calais area in mid-July 1909, /e Comte de Lambert at
Wissant, Hubert Latham at Sagatte and, at the nearby village of
Les Barragues, a dirty little monoplane, muddy wings folded back
against the fuselage, was being unloaded from a farm cart under
the watchful gaze of it's designer, builder and pilot, Louis Blériot.
Bleriot at this time was on crutches as he had broken his foot in
a recent accident - Louis had crashed and smashed more aircraft
than any other man alive, almost every flight ended in a very
“heavy" landing. So commonplace was Louis’ visits to various
hospitals that his wife extracted a promise that, if he should win
the contest, he was to stay safely on the ground forever!

On July 13, Latham was ready first and took off on a
short test flight which ended in a ploughed field, sustaining
minor damage to his Antoinette Repairs were quickly affected
and by the 19™ his machine was ready, and with favourable
weather, he took of f at 6:42 a.m., a radio message to that
effect being transmitted to Dover. After some half an hour,
with no sign of Latham or the French escort vessel, the
watchers and officials on the cliffs at Dover became very
concerned as to his whereabouts. Time passed and to
everyone's relief, Latham was found barely eleven km of f the

French coast, the execrable Anzani motor had failed yet
again. (All three of the contestant's aircraft were similarly
powered - no one had, at that stage, succeeded in getting an
Anzani to run for more than thirty minutes). A new aircraft
was rushed to Sagatte, another Antoinette, this time powered
by a 60 hp motor of far more reliable manufacture.

Blériot, realizing that the game was on in earnest,
decided to go before Latham could get his new machine
together. At 4:00 a.m. on July 25, Blériot made a test flight
of some 15 minutes duration and decided to make his attempt.
At 4:40 a.m., and with more than two thousand excited
spectators watching, Louis Blériot flew over the edge of the
cliff and headed out to sea.

Latham was immediately awoken by M. Levavasseur, the
designer of the Antoinette, to be told, "Blériot has started”,
both men peered out to sea just in time to catch a last glimpse
of a drab little monoplane as it disappeared into the mist.

(The following is the text of Louis Blériot’s interview with a
Daily Mail reporter, based at Dover to cover the Contest)

"T begin my flight, steady and sure, towards the English
coast. I have no apprehensions, no sensations, pas de tout. The
Escopette (an escort ship provided by the French Navy) has
seen me. She makes 42 km/hr. What matters? I am making at
least 68 km/hr. Rapidly I overtake her, travelling at a height
of 80 metres. The moment is supreme, yet I surprise myself
by feeling no exultation. Below me is the sea, the surface
disturbed by the wind, which is now freshening. The motion of
the waves below me is not pleasant. I drive on. Ten minutes
have gone - I am amazed. There is nothing to be seen, neither
the torpedo destroyer, nor France, nor England. I am alone. I
can see nothing at all - rien de tout! For ten minutes I am
lost. It is a strange position to be alone, unguided, without
compass, in the air over the middle of the Channel.

I touch nothing. I let the aeroplane take its own course. I
care not whither it goes. For ten minutes I continue, neither
rising or falling, nor turning. And then, twenty minutes after I
have left the French coast, I see the green cliffs of Dover,
the Castle, and away to the West the spot where I had
intended to land. What can I do? It is evident that the wind
has taken me out of my course...

Now it is time to attend to the steering. I press the
lever with my foot and turn easily toward the west, reversing
the direction in which I am travelling. Now indeed I am in
difficulties, for the wind here by the cliffs is much stronger,
and my speed is reduced as I fight against it. Yet my beautiful
aeroplane responds. Still steadily I fly westwards hoping to
cross the harbour and reach the Shakespeare cliff. Again the
wind blows. I see an opening in the cliff. Although I am
confident that I can continue for an hour and a half, that I
might indeed return to Calais, I cannot resist the opportunity
fo make a landing upon this green spot.. I attempt a landing,
but the wind catches me and whirls me around two or three
times. At once I stop my motor, and instantly the machine
falls straight upon the land from a height of twenty metres.
In two or three seconds I am safe upon your shore, Soldiers
in khaki run up, and a policemen. They kiss my cheeks. The
conclusion of my flight overwhelms me” - True to form, Louis
Bleriot has crashed yet againl!

To add a farcical note as counterpoise to the wild
Jjubilation of the assembled crowd, a Customs official
approached the sadly bent pair of Louis and his aircraft and in
best English fashion, pompously drew himself up and declared:
"I certify that I have examined Louis Bleriot, master of the
vessel Monoplane’, lately arrived from Calais, and it appears
from the verbal answers from the said master to the
questions put to him that there has not been on board during
the voyage any infectious disease demanding detention of the
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vessel and that it is free to proceed” That must have drawn a

guffaw or two from the milling crowd!

Louis Blériot was conveyed to London where he was
received with a tumultuous welcome, which lasted for several
days. His wife, upon seeing his triumph, released Louis from
his promise never to fly again saying: "Aviation is his very life,
and henceforth I shall certainly not ask him to give it up”

Two days after the flight, Bleriot had received one
hundred orders for Blériot XI's with a further 100+ within a
further few weeks, With this, Blériot was able to restore and
to add to the family's depleted fortunes. In his nine years of
experimentation, Blériot spent the equivalent of one million
dollars (today's money). In the fortnight after he crossed the
Channel he won prizes and received orders of more than three
times that amount.

Just before the outbreak of the Great War, a financial
scandal erupted involving Armand Deperdussin and several
French Cabinet Ministers with tales of fraud and stock
manipulation in Deperdussin's firm Société pour les Appareils
Deperdussin. With war so close, the French government,
rather than closing down an obvious arms supplier, decided
instead to appoint Louis Blériot as Directeur. Louis' first act
was to change the name of the firm to Société pour Aviation
et ses Dérives, thereby retaining the acronym SPAD - a neat
trick. His second, and possibly his most sagacious move was to
retain the services of one Louis Bechereau as chief designer.
After a rocky start with some less-than-successful designs,
Bechereau came up with the SPAD Type VII in April 1916
followed almost exactly a year later by the SPAD Type XIII
These two aircraft formed the main equipment of the
Escadrilles de Chasse of the French Aviation Militare and also
equipped several RFC squadrons (Type VIT) as well as the
fledgling American flying corps after 1917.

Louis Blériot was a lot more than a smiling face seen in an
old photographl!

Carl Hermes' '53 Wakefield "The Method" was Carl
Hermes entry in the US '563 Wakefield trials and was designed
to accept gears. The fact that Carl did not go along the geared
route became a cause of personal regret!

Ina letter to Devon Sutcliffe dated March 4 1981, Carl
gives an insight into Midwest Wakefield design at that time:

"Dear, Devon,

Sorry to have taken so long . I must admit I enjoyed doing
this - it was sort of like building the ship all over again. I did
have the original templates for the ribs but the rest come from
photos and sketches.

The wing and tail were a real chore to build; the ribs were
roughed in and carved to shape afterward with the spar notches
added later.

The long motor caused problems. I never did learn how to
wind it without bunching. None of us, (Herb Kothe, Bob Dunham,
Dave Kneeland, George Aldrich among others) in Texas and
Oklahoma were using gears as the technigue was really not
available to us. When I got to Cranfield and saw Joe Foster’s
ships I saw what we had been missing.

In 1954 we went to 80 grams and the ship really started to
go. I't was lost in a Texas booming thermal (D/Td) during the
1954 trials.

Thank you for your interest in the ship Devon,

Carl Hermes

Of particular interest to me was Carl's comment on building
the wing and tailplane - by introducing a taper into a geodetic
structure, EACH RIB is different and cannot be cut using the
"Sandwich Method".

If you think about it, the shape of each rib pair, nominally of
the same chord is “distorted”, the inward sloping rib having
progressively more thickness forward of the cross-over point and
less aft - the outward sloping rib, vice versa. Now, if your next

thoughts were to cut separate templates for the inward and
outward sloping ribs at both the root and tip, think again! The
constant included angle between the geodetic ribs allied to the
taper means that the spacing between each adjacent rib pair
becomes progressively smaller foward the tip, negating any linear
relationship.

Carl must have realized this and chose to rough in the ribs
and sand between templates. A much easier way would be to have
the ribs lazer-cut, however to do this would require a separate
drawing for each rib. This difficulty could be overcome by
constructing (in AutoCAD) a 3D model of the wing and *
sectioning” the model at each rib station to obtain the true rib
shape - not an impossible task but a little tedious (that's why I
haven't done it!).

Carl Wheeley's' '54 FAI Power Championship Winner

As mentioned in the Editorial, In the past, I have trawled
through every website I could find in search of a good plan of
this model. I eventually found it on the Volar Libramente website
which, as T have mentioned before, is an absolute treasure trove,
full of plans of obscure and eclectic models. What always
intrigued me was the peculiar shape of the lower fuselage; dimly
visible on the otherwise obscure and unsatisfactory sketches I
have seen heretofore.

As at present I do not have access to any contemporary articles
on the '64 FAI Power Championships, I can add nothing more.
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VFFS Calendar for 2012

The outdoor State Championship events will be run by the Werribee Wanderers. More information on programs and venues
will be available from them in due course.

Due to unfriendly weather, the VFFS outdoor days (At Eynesbury Field) may very well be held on a later weekend or even
midweek if the would-be participants agree. So keep in touch with published CDs and/or the VFFS webpage for up-to-date information
OR get your email address added to the contest update mail list.

The exact location of the Eynesbury Field is uncertain at this time due to construction activities and stock movements. This
should be settled well before the new year.
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Combined Vintage. At Eynesbury Field

indoor DISC S Cfor HLG, and CLG. Also Sandfly Formula for Arthur Smith Trophy.
CLG, Scale and Open Rubber. At Eynesbury Field

State Champs -Traditional format at Springhurst- Details to be announced by WWs
Garnham Trophy, first half yearly competition:
P30 rules [3 X 120 seconds]. At Eynesbury Field.

Easter. AFFS & SCC champs
indoor DISC Indoor reduced scale Wakefield. At Manningham DISC.
Nats in WA

Vintage rubber for Hervey Trophy. At Eynesbury Field

Combined F16,F1H,F1J. At Eynesbury Field
Mothers day
Combined F16,F1H,F1J. At Eynesbury Field

Vintage rubber, power and glider. At Eynesbury Field
findoor DISC S C for FIL, and FID
Combined F16,F1H,F1J. At Eynesbury Field

P-30 and Scale. At Eynesbury Field.
Combined F16,F1H,F1J. At Eynesbury Field

Garnham Trophy, second half yearly competition, P30 rules with no limits on weight,
propeller, and rubber, [3 X 180 seconds]. At Eynesbury Field
indoor DISC State Championships for Bostonian, and Hangar Rat.

Indoor precision free flight for the Arthur Smith Indoor Free Flight Trophy
at Sandringham Athletics Centre.

CLG, Scale and Open Rubber. At Eynesbury Field
indoor DISC 5 C for Peanut Scale, also VFFS Champs for Indoor Open Scale.

Vintage rubber, power and glider. At Eynesbury Field.

OZ diesel and Combined Percentage Open. At Eynesbury Field.

6rand Indoor Scale Day at Sandringham Athletics Centre.

findoor DISC FIM, Living Room Stick and Open % of hall record.
At Manningham DISC
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