Newsletter of the Victorian Free Flight Society
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Flypaper v

Please Note: The Next Meeting will take place on the
first Tuesday in May (3") at the Leinster Arms Hotel,
Cnr Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways
Reference 2C 66.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the
Restaurant is open from 6.00 p.m.

May Topic: Indoor Design Competition - Judging
Contacts:

President:
Ron Bird (03) 9846 6297
birdron39@optusnet.com.au
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O'Connor (03) 9481 6607

sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431
michael.glaister@gmail.com

Competition Calendar. May/June

May 1 Combined F16G, F1H and F1J at
Eynesbury
C.D: - Sean O'Connor

May 8 Mothers Day (5/ vous rappele)

May 15 Vintage Rubber for Hervey Trophy at
Eynesbury
C.D: - Sean O'Connor,

May 22 backup day

May 29 CLG, Scale and Open Rubber at
Eynesbury

C.D: - Sean O'Connor
May 30/June 5 AFFS and SCC.

June 5 backup day
June 19 Indoor S.C. for F1l and F1D
Manningham DISC
C.D: -T.B.A.
June 26 State champs F16
Details WW
C.D: -T.B.A.
Editorial:

A bit light on for content this month folks! Various
matters have drawn my attention elsewhere, and so this
edition of Flypaper is a bit rushed - T'll try to do better
next month!

Not for the first time, and unfortunately not
infrequently, I have now fo correct a statement I have
made without checking the veracity of the content in
advance. Last month I wrote that Vic Smeed did not

partake in competition free flight, concentrating his
modelling efforts on sport power.....Welll

While in the main, the statement was correct, where
I shot myself in the foot was to go as far as o suggest
that Vic had never entered a competition! T was quickly
brought down to earth when both Malcolm Campbell and
Fred Roberts, in separate E-mails, politely refuted the
statement, Malcolm providing direct proof when he
attached pdf's of many of Vic's designs to his E-mail.
Amongst these was the "Queen of Hearts", with which
Vic won the 1952 Queen Elizabeth Cup A moment's
research by your Editor would have revealed as much, as
T have the Aeromodeller Annual in which that model was
prominently featured.

The one positive in all of this is that I now have,
thanks to Malcolm, enough information to enable me to
redraft many of Vic's designs for presentation in future
editions of "Flypaper"”, starting this month with Vic
Smeed's "Tomboy"(pdf format)

To accompany this quite simple and easy to build
design, I have included Ted Evans' 1952 Wakefield,
which won a silver medal at the Model Engineer
Exhibition at the Crystal Palace and, in addition, placed
10™ in the '53 Wakefield contest. I can think of no
greater contrast than these two models: on the one hand
simple and easy to build and on the other a model of
horrendously complex structure and spider web
fragility.I obtained my copy of the Evans’ plan courtesy
of Devon Sutcliffe, and o whom I offer my many thanks.

As Nick Evans is still selling this plan from his model
shop in North London, I will not be making available the
usual AutoCAD copies. However, if you would like a
masochistic project to while away the long winter nights
contact Nick at:themodelshop@btconnect.com

Included in this issue are the Contest reports of the
Garnham Trophy event held at Di Dio's Field on the 17™
(7am to 11.30am) and the indoor Reduced Scale
Wakefield event at Manningham, also held on the 17'h
(12:30 to 4:30pm)

With regard to the Garnham event, the change of
venue was both necessary and highly desirable given the
nature of the grass cover at Eynesbury, as was
described in the report on the Open Rubber and Scale
competitions last month. Our thanks to the Werribee
Wanderers for their permission to use Di Dio's for the
event - the weather was really tremendous with
abundant thermals and light winds of not more than 5-6
km/hr which varied in direction from WSW to ENE
during the contest.

The photo of the Vic Smeed Tomboy (below) and the
accompanying plan were obtained from a Czech SAM site
via a link on the "Volar Libramente” web site - if you

Page 1 of 1



have not visited this outstanding Internet resource T
urge you to do so. It is, in my opinion, the most
comprehensive website devoted to free flight on the
Internet

Tomboy in flight

Some sombre news: Adolf Haas passed away last
November. All who knew him, especially those of the
Sandringham Indoor Group, where he was a regular
attendee, will be greatly saddened by his passing. It is
disturbing that none of us had heard of this prior to this
pint in time, the news of his death coming by way of Col
Collyer, who mentioned it to those of us who were at Di
Dio's for the P30 competition on the 17™ April.

When I last saw him, it appeared that his health was
improving after a long convalescence following two hip
replacement operations (the first one was botched,
leaving him in great pain). After a lengthy absence due to
his hip problems, he resumed his regular appearances at
the Sandringham indoor events and continued to amaze
us with his wonderfully light and surprisingly robust
models - Adolf's ability to build models to the seemingly
impossible low weights he achieved was a constant source
of inspiration to all. His presence will be sadly missed by
both the Sandringham Group and the wider VFFS
membership.

Call for Nominations

As this will be the next-to-last newsletter prior to
the AGM, it is time to call for nominations for the VFFS
Committee.

At the AGM, all positions will be declared vacant and
an election will be held for any position where two or
more members have been nominated. If you feel that you
can contribute to the club in any capacity please notify
the Secretary of your intentions.

Garnham Trophy - First Half (P30)

After the postponement of the event on the 10™ due
to unfavourable weather, the Garnham was flown on
Sunday, the 17™ one day later than the scheduled back-
up day.

Our Contest Director Sean had been keeping a close
eye on the developing weather pattern and Sunday,
rather than Saturday looked to be a much better
prospect. However, as Sunday was also the scheduled day
for the indoor Reduced Scale Wakefield event, a frantic
round of e-mails and phone calls to likely participants

became necessary to gauge the acceptance of this last-
minute change of date and venue.

Arriving at 7 am, Sean and I put in a few trimming
flights prior to the 8am start. The drift at this time was
variable and very light, a lot less than the predicted
8km/hr. As nobody had arrived by the scheduled start
time, there was some concern expressed as to who (if
any) would turn up. Sean, having waited until the
scheduled hour, had decided to put in his first contest
flight and, as if on que, a (very short) convoy of cars
appeared at the entrance to the field and proceeded in
our general direction. The first of the latecomers to
arrive were Vin and Leigh Morgan closely followed by
Peter Greenhill, Col Collyer and a short distance behind,
Col Parker.

Sean's first flight was an easy max and set the tone
for the rest of the morning. Next away was your Editor
who was still sorting out infrastructure problems, which
in this case were caused by an inappropriately sized
“blast tube" through which the various hooks and winding
paraphernalia would not fit! This called for a very
cautious approach to winding the motor and thus, keeping
the number of turns very much on the safe side, resulted
in a first flight time of 1:57. Leigh and Vin were next to
fly and both scored maxes - Vin was flying his own
design, the plans of which were published in the FFQ P30
review, while Leigh was flying her Terry Bond designed
model. Col Parker, also flying his own design, missed the
good air and was down in 1:47. Peter Greenhill was at this
time dragging his feet a bit and most of the other
contestants had put in their second flights before Peter
had his model sorted out.

Sean scored a second max and I, throwing caution to
the winds (there wasn't any - wind that is) wound the
motor a little more adventurously and was rewarded with
my first ever P30 max! The Morgans, a little further
down the line, were quietly going about their business
and scored another max each. Col Parker was out of luck
however and only scored 1:40 for his second flight. Pete
Greenhill was still trailing the field however, and his
model was still in the air while the rest of us were now
preparing for his or her third flight.

At about this time, Neil McLeod arrived, and while
not participating in the contest, provided a welcome
addition to the soon-to-be needed timekeeping team.

Peter Greenhill completed his second flight, yet
another max to add to the growing tally, his score being
logged just prior to Sean launching his "Quattro Gusti
II" to commence the third "Round” (There were no
formal rounds as such - this made it difficult to keep
track of what was going on) followed shortly thereafter
by myself - both Sean and I scored maxes but the
difference in flight between the models was extreme.
While Sean's model soared away, D/Ting from a
considerable height for 2:34, T had inadvertently
dislodged the tailplane on my model prior to launch,
whereupon the model limped around at no more than 10
metres for some 30 seconds before it was sucked up ina
surprisingly powerful thermall No D/T was required
however, as, shortly after the motor ran out of turns,
the model jack-knifed into a vertical dive from about 50
metres, and from which there was no recovery! There
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was surprisingly little damage, but the model was
definitely out of action for the day.

Leigh and Vin scored another pair of effortless maxes
and then everybody waited to see if Peter would make it
a three or four person fly-off. As Peter returned
another perfect score sheet, a debate soon followed as
to whether it should be a simultaneous launch, last-down
decider or to time each flight separately.

Fortuitously, with four in the fly-off, we were able
to co-opt the assistance of both Neil and Col Collyer to
have an equal number of timers, and so it was decided to
time models to the ground. Vin at this stage expressed
concern that, with an unlimited fly-off, models may drift
into the small hobby farms to the NE and so a consensus
decision was arrived at to move the flight line further to
the South - as it turned out, the drift was so fitful that
all models drifted to the SE!

With Col Collyer now appointed as acting CD, the fly-
off was fo begin at 1lam with a ten-minute window
thereafter for all contestants to be in the air. First
away were Sean and Vin with near simultaneous launches
into what was believed to be building air. With both
models in the same patch of sky it became evident that
Sean's model was slightly outclimbing Vin's, probably due
to differences in rubber. Also evident was that they had
both mis-read the conditions and that both models were
on the back edge of the thermal and struggling to
maintain height. In the event, Vin was down in 1:33 with
Sean slightly better at 1:50. Next away was Leigh
Morgan, her model climbing swiftly in a good patch of air
while Peter, last as always, followed Leigh into a weaker
trailing thermal. With both models in good lift, it became
a waiting game as to who would win. Leigh's model D/ Ted
at around five minutes, but to all observers it appeared
to be still ascending - it took almost another two minutes
to descend from the considerable altitude it had
reached to finally record 6:48.

Because of his later launch, Peter's model was still in
the air, which gave Leigh some anxious moments prior to
the announcement of his 6:14. Leigh was thus declared
the winner of a truly memorable P30 (Garnham) contest.

building towards some good flights also close to two
minutes. Col's Clodhopper was consistent at around the
minute to 90-second mark while your hapless Editor
couldn’t keep the O'Donnell out of the ceiling Portal
Frames, and what looked to be a good flight was abruptly
terminated by ceiling or wall on all but one occasion.

Matters progressed to their inevitable conclusion with
Sean topping the list, followed some minute in arrears by
Jim with Col a further 18 seconds back, your Editor
carrying the taillight for the field.

Sean's ALJ is a most impressive model, its slow climb
and glide is definitely superior to all others. Those who
have not seen this model in the air are urged to make the
effort to get down o Manningham to see it in action.

Name FI1 |FI2 |FI3 |Fl4 |FI5 | FI6 | Tot
S O'Connor 16 104 | 129 | 131 | 141 - 292
J Fullarton 41 61 109 | 116 |79 |45 | 235
C Parker 74 | 71 75 102 |32 |95 |Z217
M Glaister 22 |78 |31 116 |79 |45 | 195

Name Rd1 |[Rd2 |Rd3 | F/O Total

Leigh Morgan 120 120 120 408 768

Peter Greenhill | 120 120 120 374 734

Sean O'Connor 120 120 120 110 470

Vin Morgan 120 120 120 93 453
Mike Glaister 117 120 120 - 357
Colin Parker 107 100 180 - 325

Reduced Scale Wakefield (Manningham)

Hot-footing it back from Di Dio's I arrived only
slightly later than the 12:40 start time, closely followed
by Sean and Col Parker. With four contestants present,
the contest quickly got under way and as usual, Sean (‘54
Allan Lim Joon - approx 60%) and Jim Fullarton (50%
1949 Fullarton) were the first to trouble the
timekeepers.

Col Parker had entered his half scale "ClodhopperII”
and soon had it performing admirably, while your Editor
was yet again in trouble with his 60% 1958 O'Donnell.
After a poor first attempt, Sean was soon posting times
of around two minutes with Jim, somewhat in arrears,

(Note that the best two flights and a 10 sec per flight
ROG bonus count toward the total score)

Ted Evans' '63 Wakefield

Ted Evans was held in awe by many of his contemporaries
during the era in which he was flying competitively. His
penchant for complex and lightly constructed models
came to its ultimate expression in this, the final
Woakefield he designed to the unlimited rubber rules.
When I received the plan from Devon Sutcliffe, I was at
first entranced by the innovative features Ted's fertile
mind had conjured up, little realizing the complexity of
the design or the Heath-Robinsonish workings of the
linked prop fold and U/C mechanism. It took a little while
for all this to sink in and it took a lot longer to detail all
the nuances of this design, approximately 100 hours of
computer drafting, twice as long as it hormally takes to
properly document a reasonably complex design.

Ted had won a silver medal at the 1952 Exhibition in
London with this model and 10™ place in the 1953
Wakefield contest, which that year was held at Cranfield
in almost perfect conditions. His placing in a thermal-
affected contest does not accurately reflect the true
worth of this model or Ted's ability to build it and get
the fiendish retraction mechanism to work reliably. In
short, the sequence of events is thus: After take-of f
the model climbs with the U/C locked in the down
position until the motor runs out of turns. The propeller
freewheel latch then disengages from the shaft and is
then immediately rotated to a position where the trailing
extension comes into contact with a ply cam on the front
of the noseblock. This cam controls and eventually locks
the propeller positively, whereupon the blades fold, the
Port blade, upon folding, trips a small wire lever
protruding from the side of the fuselage. The lever is
thus pushed back flush with the fuselage and releases a
spring-loaded pushrod, which forms the U/C locking pin.
Once released, the U/C is retracted forward into a
recess in the fuselage - I did say it was Heath-
Robinsonish! This excessively complicated mechanism
seems to stem from the English obsession of the time
concerning the C of G shift associated with folding
propellers and to which the retention of a few turns on
the motor via a spring loaded stop proved to be the
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solution. That Ted could get it to work reliably in the
heat of international competition says a lot about his
coolness and confidence.

Vic Smeed's "Tomboy"

After being hung-up over the Ted Evans' Wake, T
simply ran out of time to draw up Vic Smeed's Tomboy
properly. Fortunately I came across a really clean *.pdf
of the model which had been scanned in by a Czech
modeller and presented together with a short history of
the design on a Czech website.

The Tomboy is one of the best recognised of Vic's
designs and was, I believe, kitted by Keilkraft at some
stage.

I will, if requested, redraw the plan and make it available
some time in the future. Until then, what you see is what
you get!
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WAKEFIELD TROPHY 1953
BRITISH TEAM ENTRY - TED EVANS

10th. Place : 272, 300, 300, Total: 872

Ted Evans' '53 Wakefield
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