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Please Note: The Next Meeting will take place on the first 
Tuesday in October (4th) at the Leinster Arms Hotel, Cnr Gold 
and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 2C 

G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open from 
6.00 p.m. 

 
October Topic: Reduced Scale Wakefields 
Contacts: 

President: 
  Paul Butler    
    pgbrol6b@tpg.com.au 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor (03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 

Competition Calendar. October/November 
 

October 5 Postponed Garnham Trophy – P30 rules with 
no restrictions on weight, propeller or 
rubber – 3x180 
Eynesbury 

October 16  F1M, LRS and Open Percentage 

Manningham DISC 
October 30 Vintage Rubber, Power and Glider 

  Eynesbury 
November 6 Backup Day 

Eynesbury 
November 27  Oz Diesel and Combined Percentage Open 

Eynesbury 
 

Editorial: Following my article on the F1G competition at Di 
Dio’s I received the following communication from Vin Morgan, 
in part to correct some of my errors while confirming others. 
While I freely acknowledge my frequent mistakes, it should be 
realized that my observations were written from memory of 
what was going on around me at the time, and in the heat of 
competition, your editor is not the most rational of beings! 
 Good day Mike, 
It would indeed be good to see you (and Sean) at Springhurst in 
September. If the weather is good it should be a pleasant 
weekend of FF. It is good to have the notice in FP - thanks. 
There might be some others interested??? 
Your report of the Coupe is a nice read, perhaps a few factual 
errors, but don't worry about it. Leigh's first flight dropped 
because DTed early. The coupe doesn't get aired very often so 
the lack of practice led to the arm being in the wrong position in 
the scroll. Would have maxed easily and L is still kicking herself 
(which is better than her kicking me). As far as the models are 
concerned Leigh's coupe probably had the best outright 
performance of all the models although the trim is not exactly 
right at the present time. The glide is very good but the climb is 
a little soft. Maybe too much propeller pitch, maybe a shorter 
motor (14 strands instead of 12) would be better. I would rate 
the SOCoupe next in performance. Again a good glide with the 

large, thin wings (like Leigh's Gorban) and if things are right the 
climb can be reasonable. The problems with the SOCoupe are 
that the imprecise locating of all the rubber-banded on flying 
surfaces means the trim is hard to maintain and the fragility of 
the cross-braced longeron fuselage inhibits winding to the limit. 
And I think the wire front-end is not as efficient or reliable as 
a machined one. The mini Vivchar models that Percy and I were 
using are very simple, but they are really too small to have good 
performance.  Mine had had at least two owners before it came 
into my hands and required a lot of work to be made flyable but 
now it is one of my most enjoyable models. Because it is so small 
and has lots of power on 12 strands the climb is quite 
spectacular - if not completely reliable. The flight I dropped 
was because it failed to transition properly from the burst to 
the cruise and the resulting power stall threw away a lot of 
height. The same thing happened at Narrandera - possibly 
worse, it nearly hit the ground - but the air was so good it still 
maxed. My model came with the most peculiar wing (large) 
differential but I changed that, added a lot of right thrust and 
now fly it right-left which I still think is the safest trim for a 
non-gadget rubber model. 
We have had several really nice days at DiDios recently; pretty 
good for August. 

Cheers, 
Vin 

Having read and re-read the foregoing, and in the full 
knowledge that Vin, in his letter, is trying to bait me, I came to 
the conclusion that I just had to reply and refute several of 
Vin’s assertions about the SOCoupe design, they cannot go 
unchallenged! So, at the risk of starting an endless argument, I 
would like to add a few words in defence of the SOCoupe design 
and to vehemently refute the suggestion that we do not wind to 
the max! 

Firstly, while Vin is correct to say that the flying surfaces 
of the SOCoupe are held in place by rubber bands, the 
empennage surfaces are firmly fixed in place by said bands and 
cannot move in flight (impact is another matter), nor could it be 
said that their location is imprecise. The variable wing position 
is both a necessary and desirable feature due to the wing D/T 
system and also serves as an uncritical aid to trimming – a 2-
3mm variation allows for small trim changes depending on the 
weather conditions on the day. The design also conforms to 
Weizenreither’s TOP/PGI principles (and indeed may have 
preceded them) and thus does not need any timer-activated 
VIT/AR/WW adjustments. (I may have to eat my words after 
what happened at Springhurst) 

Finally, I must vehemently challenge the assertion that we 
do not wind to max turns – we do use blast tubes Vin! For 
example, during the F1G competition at Di Dio’s I broke three 
motors and strands in two others while behind me I was hearing 
the unnerving ping of broken rubber as Sean was continually 
breaking and repairing strands in the ancient Tan I he was using 
(he has a seemingly inexhaustible supply of the stuff!) – So 
there! I await your reply with interest. 

Ed 
 

Another e-mail received this month was from Tim Hayward 
Brown concerning indoor happenings in Adelaide – I haven’t 
heard from Tim for quite a few months although he has been 
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active on the Small Flying Arts website. Nice to hear from you 
again Tim. The following e-mail from Tim is quite revealing as we 
expect at least two entrants to be coming over from SA for the 
F1D team trial - it is good to get some advance warning of their 
prowess! It looks as though we will have to really lift our game. 
 
 F1L/EZB at Ingle Farm, Adelaide - Aug 2011 

With some interest building for lightweight models here in 
SA, we decided to have an F1L comp night at Ingle Farm here in 
Adelaide. It was great fun. I counted five flyers with a total of 
11 F1L or EZB models. John Holton brought a very nice Miller's 
EZB (the 1960 original design that started it all). At short 
notice he got it built in time for the meeting - but it was 
damaged in testing. Dave Putterill not only built a second F1L, 
after get good results with his own Miller EZB, but arrived on 
competition night with a full torque meter rig and all 
accessories... very impressive.  

 
Dave Puterill and F1L 

 
His new model was flying well till damage caused structural 

challenges beyond immediate repair. Dave managed a couple of 4 
minute flights - but even this was only enough for 4th spot on 
the night. Jack Metcalf who now has at least three F1Ls in the 
stable flew very well, also with several 4 min+ flights to achieve 
a 2-flight total of 8:26 for third place. Jack makes progress 
with these models each time he comes out and must be very 
pleased with where his flight trim is heading. Max Newcombe 
had a couple of FlyRods and an F1L (based on SIG-BEE) and 
compiled a 2-flight score of 9:01 for 2nd. Max used some recent 
Super Sport... but also some vintage Pirelli on some of his 
flights! I have to say it was fantastic to see so many 
lightweights floating around and great to see the support for 
this event. I have recently managed some pretty good times 
with a new F1L - but hung up a couple of flights at around 6mins 
each. My steering remains dodgy at best - but hope to improve. 
Steve Nelson finally pointed out that maybe I should just launch 
close to the wall away from the drift - almost a disaster when it 
climbed TOO close to the wall and the pole was at the other 
side of the hall!! But it was a good strategy in the end as the 
model made its way slowly across the roof and landed just short 
of 10mins (9:52) for a 2-flight total of 18:02. A few of us are 
now looking forward to heading to Melbourne in December for 
the VFFS F1L comp and F1D Team Trial (must get that VP 
repaired...). Video of our F1L night can be seen at: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YFP5ASGs5c 
Cheers 
Tim Hayward-Brown 
 While on the indoor theme, our last two indoor events have 
been very poorly supported and while the scheduled Manningham 

event on the 28th of August attracted the bare minimum number 
of contestants, the Indoor Precision for the Arthur Smith 
trophy, scheduled for the 5th of September, (a Monday) at 
Sandringham had to be cancelled as there was only four VFFS 
members present, only two of which were prepared to contest 
the event. 
 Now while Sandringham, with its complement of R/C flyers 
pay for hall hire (they have to be good for something…) The 
costs of hiring the Manningham venue are borne entirely by the 
VFFS so if enough paying members do not turn up and pay their 
fees, the residual cost has to be paid out of VFFS coffers, 
unsustainable in the long run. 
Staying with indoors for a moment, Neil Mc Leod, our club 
sleuth, discovered a promising indoor site at (or in) Royal Park, 
Parkville. It is a vast complex built for the Commonwealth 
Games and contains an indoor space, which critically, has a 
ceiling height of 10+ metres! Unlike the cold reception we 
received when making enquiries about the Darebin Indoor 
Sports Centre, The manager of the site was most receptive and 
is eager for us to give a demonstration. In addition, the costs of 
hiring the venue are not too prohibitive and if things go well, it 
may become an annual event. A photo of the interior of the 
place is shown below – there are a total of six netball courts in 
this area of the complex. 

 
 

TEAM TRIALS FOR F1D & STATE CHAMPS F1D/F1L 
For the first time in over 15 years, F1D Team Trials will be 

held to select a team to represent Australia at the 2012 World 
Championship in Belgrade, Serbia. 

This trial is a once-only competition and will be held at the 
Manningham Indoor Sports Centre, Springvale Road, Donvale. 
(Melway ref. 48F4) 

The site is a category I hall and the trial is being run in 
conjunction with the F1D and F1L Victorian State 
Championships, by the Victorian Free Flight Society inc. 

These events will take place on Sunday, December 18th 2011 
from 9.30am to 4.30pm and will be run according to the F.A.I. 
Sporting Code and to M.A.A.A. rules. These include, amongst 
others, that classification will be according to sum of the best 
of two of six flights. 

Practice will be from 9.30a.m. to 11.00am Competition 
flying will commence at 11.00am and conclude at 4.30pm. 

Entry fee shall consist of a hall fee of $10.00 and a fee of 
$7.00 per event entered. 

The Contest Director will be Darien Cassidy.  
For further information contact him on (03) 9899 0322, e. mail: 
joybdes1@bigpond.com or by post, 29 Russell Street, Surrey 
Hills, VIC. 3127. 

The Jury for the day will be Peter Lloyd and Don Boughton 
 
Lazertran – how to use (and not use) it 

As you may recall from last month’s newletter, Your Editor has 
been itching to try this stuff as a means of painlessly applying 
the insignia and other decoration to his SE5a model. (Painless 
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being a relative term) Well, shortly after posting off last 
month’s Flypaper, I became impatient with the postal system 
and journeyed to Heidelberg Fine Arts Suppliers in Fitzroy. – 
This was an adventure in itself – Neil McLeod was not 
exaggerating about the difficulties of access and parking near 
the premises in question, if anything his warning was 
understated. After a not uneventful and highly nerve wracking 
journey negotiating the traffic hazards posed by the mid-
afternoon madness in North Fitzroy, I found myself outside a 
quite unimposing building near the junction of Brunswick Street 
and Greeves Street (It is so unimposing I walked past it and 
found myself in Brunswick Street before back-tracking a bit). 
 Upon finding and then entering the establishment, I first 
inquired as to the progress of my phone order and elicited a nil 
response! They had no record of receiving it! Stifling some 
expletives which came readily to mind, I was directed into the 
nether regions of what transpired to be an Aladdin’s Cave for 
Artists and departed shortly thereafter with three A4 sheets 
of Ink Jet compatible Lazertran and my pocket some $20 
lighter. 
 Upon arriving home, I quickly transferred my pre-prepared 
artwork to the Lazertran and waited the requisite half hour for 
the ink to become waterproof. Cutting the various decals from 
the sheet required some deft scissor work and then the moment 
of truth had arrived – I plunged the first rondel into a bucket 
of water and watched in horror as the opaque white substrate 
of the material instantly became translucent! – This was not too 
much of a problem for the under surface of the lower wings as 
they are covered in white tissue, the problem was the rondels 
on the upper surface of the top wings which were covered in 
brown Esaki. 
 While pondering this problem, my thoughts alternating 
between committing Sepuku  and launching a Scud in the general 
direction of North Fitzroy, I happened to glance at the now 
semi-dry rondels on the lower wing – Lo! The opaque white 
substrate had reappeared! Now with confidence restored. I 
quickly cut out and applied the rest of the decoration to the 
model and then decided to proof the decals by applying a coat 
of dope. Not for the first or second time that day I had a 
“Brown Cords” moment – just how much of this can my heart 
bear! The bloody dope dissolved the decal over which it had 
been applied! Fortunately the dope, which had destroyed the 
decal, also made removal of the residue easy and a replacement 
was quickly prepared and applied. 
  This time with a little more caution, I hesitantly applied 
some Krylon over the least visible decal – the white substrate of 
the decal again became translucent, however after an anxious 
wait of a few minutes, reappeared as the Krylon fixer dried - 
this time with no damage to the decal. 
 After this long process of trial and error, I was quite 
pleased with the overall result. I would qualify this statement 
somewhat, as while the colours came out very well, those areas 
that were white, i.e. unlinked, looked very “chalky” and lacked 
depth. As I still have one unused sheet of Lazertran I will 
experiment further with a light coat of white flower spray to 
see if this improves the situation, so stay tuned. 
 Overall, a useful and easy material to use, not too  

Saturday and Sunday at Springhurst 

 Three VFFS members availed themselves of the kind offer 
from the Werribee Wanderers to participate in the fly-in at 
Springhurst and made the long and boring journey northward 
along the Hume Freeway. Peter Lloyd got moving a little earlier 
than Sean and I and arrived on the Friday, we waited until early 
Saturday to make the trek there. 
 Leaving at 6:30am from Melbourne, we had underestimated 
the time needed to get there and so arrived at the field at 
9:30, some hour and a half after the fun had commenced and 
just as a steady drift from the NE was replacing the early 
morning calm. It was pleasing to see so many others had made 
the effort to come and it looked as though it was going to be a 

good weekend (It was, but not for Sean and me). Mc Mahon’s 
field was a real picture, green grass a little over ankle height 
and, a novel experience to us Eynesbury habitués, no rocks! 
 After going the rounds and shaking hands with the others, 
we quickly got down to business and Sean was into the air with 
his P30 for an easy max, followed shortly thereafter by your 
Editor for the same result. Things were looking good! It didn’t 
last long. 
 With Sean by now out of sight downwind, I also joined the 
widely dispersed conga-line of modellers heading in a vaguely 
SW direction, and eventually found my P30 resting against a 
fence post, at first glance undamaged. On closer inspection 
however I discovered that the two lower longerons of the 
fuselage were broken! Col Collyer who had preceded me in the 
conga-line had extracted the model from the barbed wire fence 
where it had become entrapped by the propeller and placed it at 
the fence post. 
 Trudging back, I arrived just as Sean was preparing for his 
second flight, launching straight into a real “boomer”. After 
several minutes, with the model clearly in view in my field 
glasses, I was expecting to see the model D/T momentarily, but 
it flew on, becoming smaller and smaller and higher and higher 
as it drifted downwind. After five minutes, if not before, it was 
evident that something had gone wrong with the D/T and the 
model was happily floating off toward the distant Warby ranges 
on a heading of 220 degrees (or thereabouts). I finally clocked 
off at 5:40 when a bird in the middle distance flew across my 
field of vision and the resultant distraction caused me to loose 
the tiny speck, still at great height when last I saw it. 
 With Sean disappearing into the distance and with my field 
repairs to the P30 still drying, I had some time to walk around 
and observe what others were up to. Harry Sokol was busy 
trimming a high thrustline model, which I later identified as an 
FAI Viking, the Cox 15 (I think) in it sounding terrific. Harry 
had one of his electronic timers in the model, which was utterly 
reliable (fortunately) as the early trimming flights were going 
determinedly to the right, and with no compensatory roll to the 
left, showing no signs of recovery. Sometime later I observed 
the model climb steeply dead straight into the stiffening 
breeze – looked great! 
 In preparation for the Walking Scramble next day, a group 
of four flyers were testing their entries. Fred Roberts had a 
couple of Vic Smeed Tomboy’s which he was playing with, one of 
which was R/C and was therefore a thing to be shunned The 
other one was a very neatly finished and pretty model to behold, 
powered by a Mills which was uncharacteristically giving a bit of 
trouble. Peter Lloyd was also test flying a Dizzy Diesel powered 
by a PAW 0.06, again a bit baulky but eventually sorted out to 
Pete’s satisfaction. Percy Wright was flying a really ancient 
Keilkraft Gaucho, recovered in Mylar, the tips over sprayed with 
garish blue and pink wingtips. He was having no trouble at all 
with his motor and looked to be the man to beat on the morrow. 
Further along, Col Collyer was test-flying his Open Rubber 
models, both of which were performing admirably. 

 
Peter Lloyd’s PAAgeboy 
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Col Collyer launches one of his Open Rubber models 

 The Morgans, having completed their P30 obligations 
earlier, were spending some time preparing their F1B’s but I did 
not see them fly on the Saturday as the breeze was by now 
quite stiff, running at around 20km/hr. 
 Peter Greenhill was fiddling with his Dixielander as were 
several others, Harry Sokol had a fleet of three, all different 
sizes, all decorated identically. Harry really does build some 
very nice models, all with orange wings and tailplanes. 
 

 
Peter Greenhill and Dixielander 

 Having allowed sufficient time for my repairs to dry, I 
decided to put in my second round P30 flight. The repairs must 
have changed the thrust line somewhat as the model got away in 
a very stally climb, and with no help from the very poor air into 
which it was launched, managed only a risible 30 seconds – 
scratch me from the P30 contest!. 

 
Harry Sokol’s Dixielanders 

 Sean returned a little while later to have lunch and to take 
another bearing on the direction his P30 had drifted. In this he 
was aided by three others, all of which measured differing 
compass headings! Shortly thereafter, armed with this 
confusing information, he headed off on another long stroll, 

disappearing from sight, not to be seen again until late 
afternoon when everybody had left the field except for Vin and 
Leigh Morgan and myself. 
 After lunch there was only some desultory flying, the wind 
getting the better of everybody so after picking up Sean, we all 
headed in the direction of Rutherglen for some welcome liquid 
refreshment and a little later, a most convivial meal at one of 
the local hostelries. 

 
Brian Hammond’s Dixielander - Look at that sky! 

 Arriving at the field at around 7:30 the next day, we were 
greeted by an almost flat calm and with Open Rubber, Oz Diesel 
and the Walking Scramble to be decided, everybody quickly got 
down to it to make the most of the early morning conditions. 
Both Col Collyer and Sean were quickly away in O/R, both 
scoring maxes. I had brought my new and hastily prepared 
XL56b along for the event and after a couple of low-turns 
flights, had it pretty close to trimmed. For my third flight I 
had decided to wind to around 650 turns - about 80% of a safe 
maximum when my usual disaster struck. While engaging the 
propeller, the 20 strands of 3/16” Super Sport some how 
disengaged from the double –loop hook and wreaked a path of 
destruction down the length of the fuselage – most of the 
damage was superficial and could be easily repaired, but not on 
the field, so I scratched myself from the O/R event (I had the 
“Drifter” there, but after that, decided that it would be better 
to review my whole approach to hooks and other gadgetry on 
high-powered O/R models) Sean, Vin, Leigh and Col continued on 
Col and Sean adding another max each while Leigh and Vin 
dropped their second flights, all watched by your depressed 
Editor. After two rounds of O/R, the C/D (Vin) decided to run 
the “Walking Scramble” and four entrants were marshalled to a 
point some 150 metres upwind of the line of vehicles and at 9:30 
the mayhem commenced. Almost instantly Percy Wright, Peter 
Lloyd, Fred Roberts and Brian Hammond had their motors going, 
however in Fred’s case, a moment’s inattention caused him to cut 
the palm of his left hand on the spinning propeller – scratch 
Fred! 

 
Percy Wright and Peter Lloyd and a “Plastic Fantastic” 

 Col Collyer and I helped Lillian pack up Fred’s models and 
their other accoutrements and Lillian drove Fred to the Corowa 
Hospital, about 15 minutes away. We did not expect to see Fred 
and Lillian again that weekend but, about an hour and a half 
later, they returned to the field, Fred’s left hand swathed in 
bandages and vowing never to participate in a Scramble again! 
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 After Fred and Lillian had departed, Col and I, from the 
vantage point of the car park, watched the various techniques 
of the remaining contestants – Percy preferring a short flight 
just a little longer than the 20 sec. minimum while Pete and 
Brian were opting for longer flights nearer to the two-minute 
maximum. We both agreed that the longer flight strategy 
seemed more efficient but the scores proved us wrong as Percy 
won the event with a whopping 240-second margin. At about this 
time, the flight line was re-located, as an actual drift to the 
ENE had replaced the predicted drift to the SSE. This move 
coincided with the reappearance of Sean after another 
fruitless search for his errant P30. Having given up the search 
temporarily, Sean then decided to put in his remaining O/R 
flight. The model got away as usual and climbed to an easy-max 
height, then, with me timing, the model D/Ted just after the 
prop folded! Watching Sean retrieve the model, some 100+ 
metres distant, I couldn’t work out what he was still searching 
for. It turned out that the small structure, which housed the 
Tomy timer, had detached itself from the rest of the model – 
two D/T failures and counting!  

 
Brian Hammond’s Dixielander 

 Following this I decided to put in my remaining P30 flight. 
Winding to max torque, I was casting around for a timer when 
the inadequate field repairs of the previous day decided to add 
a little more downthrust, another 90 degrees of it! Could things 
get any worse – they sure could. With one model lost, and two in 
a state of utter disrepair, we started to sort out the trim on 
our respective SOCoupes. Meanwhile, the others were either 
sport flying or trimming Dixielanders, none of which were 
anywhere near what I would call an ideal trim – Peter Greenhill’s 
was climbing fast but fairly flat in wide right hand circles while 
Brian Hammond’s (with it’s geodetic structure, the prettiest 
Dixie there - in my opinion) was tending to loop. It was 
eventually sorted out by the end of the day with Col collyer’s 
help. After a blown fly-off in O/R (postal contest), Col Collyer 
assembled his very large glider (Thunderking?) and with a little 
huffing and puffing from Col and his launch assistant (me) got 
this majestic creation into the sky. With its 100-metre towline 
length it gets up high but because of it’s size, looks about the 
size of an A2 on a 50-metre line – six minutes easily. 

 
Vin Morgan and his F1B 

 My repaired SOCoupe, which had been broken into four 
large bits at Di Dio’s on a previous occasion looked O.K. on the 
climb, but the glide circle was too tight due to a wing warp 
which had crept in during repairs, and not having the facilities 
to remove it on the spot, rendered it unflyable - a third model 
scratched for the W/E. Je suis maudit! 

To top this off, Sean, while flying his SOCoupe, had a third 
(partial) D/T failure. I timed it for 9:50 before it was 
mercifully released from the grip of the thermal it was in. 
Discretion being the better part of valour, we decided not to 
challenge fate any longer after that and so we decamped and 
returned to Melbourne, stopping for a short while to search for 
the missing P30 in yet another paddock. Everybody who made 
the trip to Springhurst had a great time and despite our lack of 
success, we will be back next year (or whenever) 

WW Fly-in 17-18/9/11 
Open Rubber 
1 Colin Collyer 180 180 180 540 
2 Vin Morgan 180 69 180 429 
3 Sean O'Connor 180 180 68 428 
4 Leigh Morgan 180 98 134 412 
      
Oz Diesel  
1 Martin Williams 120 120 120 120 
2 Peter Lloyd 93 120 96 120 

      
Walking Scramble    
1 Percy Wright 555    
2 Peter Lloyd 315    
3 Brian Hammond 237    

      
P-30   Fly Off 
1 Vin Morgan 120 120 120 360 
2 Leigh Morgan 120 120 114 354 
3 Percy Wright 115 93 100 308 
4 Sean O'Connor 120 120  240 
5 Mike Glaister 120 30  150 

 
Chabot’s ’37 Wakefield 

 The French fielded a full team of six for the ’37 event 
which was also the first Wakefield Contest to the new 8 oz. 
rules. Amongst the six designs, the eventual winner Emmanuel 
Fillon’s model was a departure from the rest, which were all 
cabin designs, (if you ignore the quirky push-me pull-you design 
of Blanchet) Of these, Chabot’s model was a standout with its 
elegant swept wings and high aspect ratio tailplane. As a 
possible candidate for the RSW indoor competition (60% full 
size) the structure needs to be pared down a bit and the thick 
wing section changed to something a bit thinner, but its overall 
proportions and elegance would enhance the competition.  
Gerhard Shmid’s Komet 

 Winner of the first-ever Power World Championship, the 
Komet belongs to the “Motorsegler” class of power model flown 
extensively in Germany and Switzerland at that time. In 
essence, it was a powered glider and given the low specific 
power of motors of that era, was an intelligent approach to 
power duration. The plan shown here is a development of the 
design, the original having straight dihedral and an unsheeted 
leading edge on the wing. In the configuration shown, Schmid’s 
Komet, in the hands of another Swiss modeller, came second to 
Barry Wheeler of England in 1952. 
  Given the modern trend to high aspect ratio wings, the 
wheel has come full circle, however the power of the motors has 
changed somewhat! 
Lothar Piesk’s Atlantis 

 When I first clapped eyes on this model in the December 1959 
edition of Aeromodeller I was entranced by the overall neatness 
and structural complexity of Piesk’s design. Piesk was part of 
the German team for the ‘58 World Champs at Cranfield in 1958 
and was widely thought to be one of the serious contenders, 
however,  another competitor’s errant model wrecked Piesk’s 
number one model prior to the contest. The plan and article 
from the December 1959 issue of Aeromodeller is appended to 
this newsletter. 
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RAF 32

OVERALL LENGTH:

WINGSPAN:

PROPELLER:

TAILPLANE AREA:

PROJ. WING AREA:

MOTOR:

 

948 mm. 

1050 mm. − 1035 mm.(Proj.)

445 x  610 mm.

4.56 Sq. Dm.

12.65 Sq. Dm. 

14 −16 Strands of 4.76 mm. x 1 mm. − 1.3 m. long 

REFERENCES: 

1. SAM 35 Reproduction of an article in "Modele Reduit D’Avion"

4th. PLACE :                             Average: 157.6

FRENCH TEAM ENTRY − R CHABOT

WAKEFIELD TROPHY  1937

REDRAWN: MKG 
JULY 2008

W1

W2

W3

W4

W5

W6

W7

W8

W9

W10

W11

W12

W13

W14
W15

W1W1

S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6S2S3S4S5S6

W1

W2

W3
W4

W5

W6

W7

W8

W9

W10

W11

W12 W13

W14

W15

1.5 x 10 HARD − TAPER 
TO 1.5 x 7.5 AT W13

S1

S3

S2

S4

S5

S6

3 x 12 HARD − TAPER TO 2.5 x 7.5 AT W12

3 x 3 HARD

1.5 x 1.5 
BAMBOO

ALL WING RIBS 0.8 mm. MED. 
Q.GRAIN − 2 OFF EACH (W1 − 3 OFF)

4 x 4 HARD

4 x 4 MED.

4 x 4 HARD

1.5 x 1.5 
BAMBOO

1 mm. Dia 
BAMBOO

1.5 x 6 HARD

3 x 3 HARD

1 x 6 HARD − TAPER 
TO 1 x 4 HARD AT S5

−3°

4°

0°

1 mm. Dia. PIANO 
WIRE

1.5 HARD SHEET 
GUSSETS

1 mm. Dia. PIANO 
WIRE

1.5 mm. Dia. 
PIANO WIRE

4 x 4 MED.

295

90

BIND WITH COPPER 
WIRE AND SOLDER

3 x 7 BAMBOO − TAPER 
TO 1.5 x 3 AT BOTTOM

1 mm. I.D. 
ALUM.TUBE

BIND AND 
CEMENT

WHEELS 50 mm. Dia. − MAKE FROM TWO LAMINATIONS 
OF 3 mm. HARD SHEET (CROSS−GRAINED) − BUSH WITH 

1 mm. I.D. ALUM. TUBE

FIN RIBS 0.8 mm. MED. 
Q.GRAIN − 1 OFF EACH

R1

R2

R3

R4

R5

R1

R2

R3

R4

R5

3 x 3 HARD

2
 x
 6
 M
E
D
.

1 x 6 HARD − TAPER 
TO 1 x 4 AT R5

1.5 x 1.5 
BAMBOO

0.5 mm. SOFT 
SHEET

TAILPLANE RIBS 0.8 mm. MED. 
Q.GRAIN − 1 OFF EACH

1 mm. Dia. 
PIANO WIRE 
CLUTCH PIN

1.5 mm. I. D. 
BRASS BUSHES

CARVE PROPELLER FROM MED. 
HARD BLOCK  45 x 50 x 445

1.5 mm. MED. 
SHEET

4 mm. Dia 
BAMBOO 
DOWEL

DESIGNED BY: R. CHABOT

FLOWN BY:      R. CHABOT

W2

W3

W4

W5

W6

W7

W8

W9

W10

W11

W12

W13

W14

W15

CELLULOID 
WINDSCREEN

3 mm. HARD 
SHEET

BIND AND CEMENT 
U/C TUBES TO 

BOTTOM SPACERS

1.5 mm. MED. 
SHEET

2 mm. HARD 
SHEET KEY

0.5 mm. Dia. 
PIANO WIRE 

0.5 mm. Dia. 
PIANO WIRE 
SADDLE 

0.5 mm. Dia. PIANO WIRE 
HOOK − BIND AND CEMENT 
TO LONGERON − 2 PLACES 

0.5 mm. Dia. PIANO 
WIRE HOOK − BIND 
AND CEMENT  

TRIM ADJUSTMENT 
SADDLE − 0.5 mm. 
PIANO WIRE

12.0

1
1
.5

CLARK Y

HARD 
BLOCK

 
Chabot’s ’37 Wakefirld 
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DRAWN: MKG 
JULY 2010

Ko
me
t

By
 Ge

rha
rd 

Sh
mid

F1
F2

F3

F4

F5

F6

F7

F8

F9

W1 W2

W3

75 mm Dihedral - 
Centre Panel Flat (10°)

87 mm Dihedral (10°)

Spar Brace - 1 mm Ply

3 mm Hard 
Sheet Gussets

Rear Spar Brace - 1 mm Ply

L.E. Brace - 1 mm Ply

8 x 10 Maple Bearers

Med. Block - Hollow 
as Necessary

1.5 Med. Sheet - 
Top and Bottom

4 x 4 Hard Longerons

WB 2 - 1mm Ply - 4 Off 

WB 1 - 3mm Ply - 2 Off 

WB 1
WB 2

3mm Med. Sheet

S1 - 1 mm Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

S2 - 1 mm Med. Quarter Grain - 16 Off

S1 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2S1S2S2S2S2S2S2S2S2

4 x 4 Med. Spacers

Tailplane Platform - 2 mm Hard Sheet

D/T Limit Stop - 3 mm Ply

2 x 16 Hard

5 x 6 Med.

6 x 8 Med.

 6 mm Med. Sheet Gussets

2 x 3 Med. 

2 x 3 Med. - Top and Bottom

1 mm Soft Sheet

 6 mm Med. Sheet 
Rudder

Ref
ere

nce
: A

ero
mo

de
ller

 Pla
n a

nd 
Ar
tic

le  
- M

ay 
195

3

Castor 2.5 cc Diesel

3 mm Med. 
Sheet

WB 1

WB 2

F1 - 3 mm Ply F2 - 1.5 mm Ply F3 - 2 mm Med. 
Sheet

F4 - 2 mm Med. 
Sheet

F5 - 2 mm Med. 
Sheet

F6 - 2 mm Med. 
Sheet

F7 - 2 mm Med. 
Sheet

F8 - 2 mm Med. 
Sheet

F9 - 2 mm Med. 
Sheet

F10, 11, 12 - 2 mm Med. Sheet

3 x 4 Med. Central Stringer

Note: The 1951 World Championship Winning Model did not have a 
Polyhedral Wing or L.E. Sheeting - The Addition of Tip Dihedral was a later 
Modification to the "Komet" which Improved Lateral Stability. The L.E. 
Sheeting was an Addition Suggested by "Aeromodeller" to Stiffen the 
Wings. Both Modifications were Incorporated in Heinz Lauchli's 1952 
World Championship Model which Placed Second in that Contest

40mm Dia. Wheels

2.5mm Dia. Piano 
Wire

6 x 20 Med.

F10 F11 F12

W4 W5 W6 W6 W6 W6 W6 W6 W6 W6 W6

W6

W6 W6 W6 W6 W6

W1 - 1.5mm Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W5 - 1.5mm Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W2 - 1.5mm Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W3 - 1.5mm Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W4 - 1.5mm Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W1W2

W3

W4W5W6W6W6
W6

W6W6W6W6W6W6W6W6W6W6W6

F7F8

F9

F10F11

W6 - 1.5mm Med. Quarter Grain - 30 Off

F12

T1 and T2 - 3mm Ply - 1 Off Each

T1 T2

3 x 15 Hard

7.5 x 7.5 Med.

3 x 3 Hard

3 x 3 Hard - Top and Bottom

1.5 Med. Sheet - Top Only

F1 F2 F3 F4 F5 F6

 

“Komet” 1st. World Power Champion – Gerhard Shmid, Switzerland 
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Minutes of the General Meeting, 6th September 2011  
 
Meeting Commenced: 8:10pm  
 
Present: N.McLeod, D.Cassidy, M.Glaister, S.O'Connor, D.Sutherland, J.Fullarton, C.Parker, P.Butler, R.Neve 
 
Visitors: Vin Morgan 
 
Apologies: R.Bird 
 
Report on Last Committee Meeting: Briefly summarized by D.Cassidy. Primary item of discussion was the forthcoming F1D team trials. 
 
Business Arising: Vin Morgan advised that one time keeper per flight will be OK if two are not available.  
 
General Business: Meeting Topics 
 
September: Exotic covering methods and materials. 
 
October: Indoor Reduced Scale Wakefield  
 
November: Design competition for indoor models with a 20" maximum wing span that are suitable for beginners. R.Neve is 

donating a bottle of wine as a prize for the winner. 
December: Wing sections  
 
February: Gear trains for rubber power models  
 
Contest Report: Due to a insufficient entrants being available, the Bostonian competition has been postponed until October 16th at 
D.I.S.C. Peanut and Indoor Open Scale are also scheduled for that day. 
 
Other Business: N.Mcleod informed us about his recent visit to the State Netball and Hockey Centre to assess its potential suitability 
for the F1D event. M.Glaister, C.Parker and R.Neve are intending to visit the Centre for further assessment and to establish costs etc. 
 
Meeting closed 8-45 pm  
 
Presentation and Discussion Topic for the Evening: 

Show and tell items were brought along by M.Glaister, P.Butler and N.McLeod.  
 
M.Glaister: Mike brought along his SE5a that he had at the August meeting. This time he has applied RAF roundels created by inkjet 
printing on Lazertran decal paper. This material has a couple of unusual properties; inkjet printing will become water proof after 30 
minutes drying and the background is white but it can be made clear if sprayed with an 'oil' based clear lacquer. The white looked very 
crisp in the available light and the whole affect looked very good on the 'PC10' brown tissue paper covering.  
 
P.Butler: Paul brought along two items, a light box and one of his new wing building-sanding-covering jigs. Committee members had seen 
the light box before but this time it could not be demonstrated because of a lack of a 240v power outlet. Experiments have shown that 
with an appropriate clear PVC or Polypropelene barrier, tissue paper can be sealed and decorated with acrylic inks and paints over the 
top of the model plans before being applied to the model structure. The wing jig has three functions:- shaping and sanding a form block 
for the lower surface of a wing, sanding to contour the upper surface of a wing structure and direct assistance in applying the covering 
material. Parallel chord and tapered wing plan forms can be accommodated with taper ratios up to 3:1 (eg. MiG 3 or LaGG 5) and with a 
root chord of up to 110 mm. wash in/out etc can be built into the wing structure by appropriate contouring of the form block. 
 
N.Mcleod  Neil brought along some old magazines which  he distributed  amongst the members present 

Paul Butler 

Late E-mail from Paul Rossiter regarding the 2012 Nationals in WA 
Hello Everyone, 
By now you will have probably seen the proposed Program of Events for the Nationals being held in WA from 12 – 20 April, 2012 
(attached). I am writing to let you know that we have also scheduled a F1A/B/C Team Trials for the weekend immediately following the 
Nationals, i.e. 21-22 April. While this has still to be ratified by the MAAA as part of the 2012 Team Trials process, we hope that it 
might be appealing to those considering the cost of travel to and from the West, with the opportunity to fly in two team selection 
events. 
For those not familiar with the location of the free flight field at Meckering, it is about 2 hours drive roughly east of Perth. There is 
accommodation available in the nearby towns of Northam and York (both about 20 minutes from the field) and some farm stay 
accommodation nearer to the field, though the Homestead Red Farm adjacent to the field is now fully booked. There will hopefully be 
more information regarding accommodation in the Nationals entry form when it comes out, but I would be happy to try to help with any 
queries and suggest that you let me know as soon as possible if you intend coming over.   
Regards, 
Paul.  
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Late Late E-mail from Roy Summersby via Vin Morgan 

 

George Fuller Weekend 
Narrandera 

October 29th & 30th 
 

The Dixielander/ Stomper/ Zoot Suit weekend is on again. This year, October 29 & 30th 
are the dates. There has been a change in venue and we are going to Narrandera where it 
will be run with the NSW state champs for F1A, B, & C as well as some events left over 
from the AFFS champs which were washed out. 
 
The George Fuller Weekend will be run along the same lines as last year, which was very 
successful. We are not sure yet about all the rules although we do know that big models 
are allowed (Col & Gary). One change for this year is that you will be allowed to make 10 
flights over the 2 days and only your best 5 will count (10 second motor run 3 minute max). 
This means there is more chance of a fly off and those playing with the big F stuff will 
have a chance of getting in enough Fuller flights.  Maybe we will have some other rules, 
maybe not. What we are sure of is a great weekend. 
 
There should be prizes for everyone including a very special bottle of George Fuller wine - 
Fullers Merry Merlot (hope it arrives in time) – for every flyer. A FUN weekend 
guaranteed. You must have one of these models hanging on the wall or in your model box so 
get it out and come and join in the fun. 
 
 

Only 4weeks to go 
 

 


