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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on
the First Tuesday in December (4™) at the Leinster Arms Hotel,
Cnr Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference
2C 66.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open from
6.00 p.m.

December Topic: Model Helicopters

Contacts:
President:
Ron Bird (03) 9846 6297
birdron3@bigpond.com>
Secretary/Treasurer:

(03) 9481 6607

sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Sean O'Connor

Editor:
Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431

michael.glaister@gmail.com

Competition Calendar. December/January
Dec. 2 OZ Diesel and Combined Percentage Open.
Eynesbury Field.

Contact: Sean O'Connor,

Tel: 03 9481 6607

Dec 3 [Mon] VFFS Grand End of Year Scale day.
Sandringham.
This is a VFFS run event. All participants not
affiliated with the MAAA will be required to
Sign the Guest Register.

Dec. 16 FIM, Living Room Stick and Open Percentage
Manningham DISC.
Jan. 3-8 Australian National Championships

Narrandera NSW.

Editorial: Well, the end of the year is almost upon us
and as in previous years, the month of December begins
with the GEOYSD competition (well not quite as we have a
scheduled outdoor comp. the day before, but unless we are
very fortunate, the weather will be against us - as usual).

Having said that, perhaps its time to reflect on the
happenings of the past year. The indoor competitions were
a qualified success, with fewer and fewer competitors in all
events, but at the very least, a handful of enthusiastic
flyers managed to get together and enjoy themselves.

To my mind, the most outstanding indoor event was the
F1D trials of the previous December, which resulted in the
selection of Tim Hayward-Brown and Max Newcombe, both
from South Australia, as the team to represent our country

at the 2012 World Championships in Belgrade. Both flyers
acquitted themselves very well, positive encouragement for
the VFFS to host a similar team trial late next year.

With regard to the outdoor events, things started well
with Combined Vintage on January 29 (four flyers) followed
shortly thereafter by the State Champs at Springfield in
March 10-12 (two VFFS participants). After that, the whole
outdoor scene unravelled and the State Championships for
the "Junior” classes (F16, H and J) are, at the time of this
writing, still to be decided.

Given the paucity of entrants, always the same
suspects both indoors and outdoors, a proposal was put at
the November Committee meeting that some thought be
given to the remaining indoor prize, the Arthur Smith
Trophy, at present a half-yearly event, awarded alternately
for “precision F/F" and "100/13". The first of these is
really a matter of luck while the second is a restrictive
contest flown by three flyers who have 100/13 class models
(four if you include Neil McLeod and his "Puxxycat").

The proposal was that consideration be given to
transferring the trophy to other indoor event(s) or, more
radically, to an outdoor event such as F16G, which is by far
the most popular of the "Junior” classes. A move to an
outdoor event opens the competition to a wider group of
participants such as the Werribee Wanderers and possibly
others. However, due consideration must be given to the
fact that the Arthur Smith Trophy /s a VFFS trophy and
all members must be consulted prior to such a move. So,
your comments and input to the debate would be welcomed.

All of this melancholic reverie came about quite
innocently when Jim Fullarton gave me a photocopy of a plan
he had published in his column in “Aircraft" magazine in
1950 (Reproduced as an appendage to the Newsletter). If
you look to the right of the plan you will see the programme
for the 1950 Nats - Nearly 600 entries, the majority free
flight! How far we have fallen! Also note that the indoor
events were held at The Exhibition Buildings! Today, access
to that particular venue is something only to dream of.

Through the month T also received another
communication from Dr. N.I.T. Picker (Gary Sunderland), a
multi-page reprint of an article he compiled for some
obscure journal. In the article, entitled Designing Fokker
Aeroplanes, Gary has combined the research work of the
late Alex Imrie and Peter Grosz - a thorough and
comprehensive account of the early years of the Fokker
organization. Too large and inappropriate to appear ina F/F
newsletter but engrossing to all aviation enthusiasts. Twist
Gary's arm for a copy next time you see him, 'coz you're not
getting minel

Plan for the month is an obscure Wakefield design by
Roy Nicole, a member of the 1952 British team - I could
write more about this design, perhaps in the new year.
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To all my long-suffering readers, A Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year - may we all still be of vertical
stature come February!

Minutes of the VFFS General Meeting, 13-11-12
Meeting commenced at 8-23 pm

Present: R. Bird, P. Butler, C. Parker, M. Glaister, D.
Boughton, R. Neve, J. Fullarton, D. Cassidy, P. Griffith

Visitors: Nil

Apologies:  S. O'Connor
Minutes of the last General Meeting:

Motion of acceptance moved by R. Bird, seconded by
M. Glaister. Carried.

Business arising: Nil
Secretary's Report:

Correspondence In:

1 VMAA Minutes.

2. Letter from Manningham Council notifying users
of a management change at D.I.S.C and that there will be
no changes to current arrangements for 2013. The
situation for 2014 is currently unknown.

Business Arising:
D. Cassidy reported discussions held with John

Higgins (current manager of the D.I.S.C.) on Monday 12th
November. P. Butler and C. Parker were also present at the
informal meeting. In essence the outcome of the
discussion was similar to the contents of the letter
received from the Manningham Council. It appears that
the new managers will be from the YMCA who will be
paying a fixed fee to the Manningham Council for use of
the D.I.S.C facilities and in consequence we (D. Cassidy, C.
Parker and P. Butler) have a strong suspicion that our hall
rental fees (for D.I.5.C.) will be increased in 2014. The
VFFS Committee will be taking proactive action over this
matter during 2013.

Treasurers Report:

Assets:

Total of $2402.20 (of which $2155.35 are liquid
assets), comprising: cash at hand $275.90, cash in Bank
$1879.45, estimated current stock value $246.85

Membership:
12 full members, 3 associate members, 3 Flypaper only

subscribers.

Report on last Committee Meeting:

Briefly, the topics discussed were: Changes to the
Incorporated Associations Act, meeting topics, the
proposed 2013 Contest Calendar, indoor flying at
Montmorency and the Grand end of year scale day at
Sandringham.

S. O'Connor outlined his thoughts on the 2013 Contest
Calendar and proposed particular events for the already
booked days at the D.I.S.C. Outdoor days are yet to be
determined but the current suggestion is that events be
nominated for particular months rather than particular
days since nominated days are often unsuitable.

A replacement to the current Incorporated
Associations Act is expected to be released on or shortly
after November 29, 2012. Pre-release information is
available on the Government web site but the full effects
on the VFFS are unknown at present. One item that is
known is that the current position of Public Officer will be
abolished. All correspondence will be with the Secretary.

General Business:

Meeting topics:

November: Rubber powered scale models
December Model tracking

February (2013) Model helicopters

March Ornithopters

April Experience with introducing
aeromodelling to children in primary
schools. - R. Neve

May Twisting things (as part of model
building, eg. propeller blades, wire
components etc).

June F1Q experiments M. Glaister

July Open rubber models

August P-20 models

Contest Calendar for 2013:
Still awork in progress by S. O'Connor. See "Report
on last Committee Meeting" for more information.

Addlitional Indoor Date at Manningham:

Monday 12th November 2012: C. Parker, D. Cassidy
and P. Butler attended for a comfortable period of indoor
flying. A bonus was an opportunity for an informal meeting
with John Higgins.

Additional Indoor Date at Sandringham Athletic Centre:

D. Cassidy has negotiated a special free flight only day
with Reg Regester. This will be on Monday 26th November
and the normal hall fee will apply. Please note that this day
is additional to the usual first and third Mondays of the
month.

Montmorency South Primary School:

P Butler briefly reported on flying at this venue on
Sunday 11th November. P. Butler was the only participant
and he had a very relaxing and fruitful day getting his
little 3-gram biplane trimmed and flying on a short motor.
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Changing to a longer motor of the same cross-section
changed the trim which was not properly rectified until
flying at Waverley on Tuesday 13th, November.
Discussions with the hall manager indicate that the

school is unwilling to accept a formal booking of the hall
for a fee for just one day per month. They are seeking
commitment to booking the hall for every week of the
year. At present nobody has requested booking the hall on
Sunday mornings so we have use of the hall for free at
those times. Formal commitment to a weekly booking would
be expensive and potential participants are unlikely to
keep up with the pace. The last day at Montmorency this
year will be on the second Sunday of December and all of
the days in 2013 will be on the first Sunday of each
month.
The dates are:

December 9th

February 3rd (2013)

March 3™

April 7

May 5™

June 2™

July 7t

August 4™

September 1°'

October 6™

November 3™

December 1°'

Grand End of Year Scale Day:

This event will be held at Sandringham Athletic
Centre on Monday December 3rd. The hall is located in
Thomas Street, Hampton and is normally open by 10am.
There was more discussion about having a duration
component in this event but it was decided not o have one
this year.

Waverley:
D. Cassidy asked M. Glaister of his opinion about

Waverley but Mike deflected the question to C. Parker and
C. Parker, never the less he expressed his opinion based
upon his only visit. P. Butler and C. Parker countered this
opinion based upon more recent experience at the venue.
Both C. Parker and P. Butler have become paid up members
of the Men's Shed Indoor Aviation group and hope it
continues.

Contest Report:
M. Glaister talked about his recent experiences at

Springhurst.

V.M.A.A. Educational Video:

Apparently the V.M.A.A. intend producing an
educational video about aeromodelling. The Committee
needs to investigate this further and write to the V.M.A.A
requesting an opportunity to contribute input. Some
discussion about existing content, asking the V.M.A.A. for
assistance in creating new video footage and the merits of
video cameras occurred.

There was not further general business.

Meeting closed at 9-22 pm

Discussion Topic: Rubber powered scale models

Colin Parker prepared an interesting presentation on
his approach to rubber powered free flight scale
modelling. Colin has been involved in this activity for over
20 years and brought along three of his models; a large
outdoor scale Rearwin Speedster, his indoor Supermarine
Spitfire and his indoor Junkers CL.IT. Darien was
particularly interested in the Junkers and your scribe in
the Rearwin Speedster.

S.A. Championships - Richard Blackam
Hi All,

For those to whom this stuff is interesting, here are
the results!

Weather was excellent, winds from near calm to around
5m/s, temp about 35 degrees in the afternoon. Thermals
were typical hot weather Springhurst type, i.e. very hot,
turbulent and small. A number of F1B's were seen to power
stall even late in the climb due to the hot thermals. Both
Terry and Richard had this happen severely resulting in a
loop. Richard was fortunate that the air was great and he
maxed anyway but the air Terry ended up in was not very
helpful and he dropped round seven as a result. Leigh and
Richard both maxed out and a fly off was held the
following morning in fairly good conditions. I+ was great
to see Craig Hemsworth on the field with a Wakefield in
hand again.

A somewhat disappointing showing in the other classes
saw only one flier in each of F1A, F1C, Combined Open and
Combined Vintage with no one interested in CLG/HLG.

F1A
V. Morgan 180 180 54 414

Fic
G.Pope 179180 180 147 64 23 42 815

F1B
R. Blackam 180 180 180 180 180 180 180 1260 +382
L. Morgan 180 180 180 180 180 180 180 1260 +285
B. Oliver 180 180 180 132 180 180 180 1212
T. Bond 180 180 180 180 180 180 72 1152

C.Hemsworth 180 180 180 151 84 180 124 1079

Comb Open
H. Sokol 180 180 180 540
Comb Vintage
H. Sokol 68 (broke model...) 68

A shame that we couldn't use the planned field at
Bordertown this season but we were very fortunate that
Kevin McMahon was understanding enough to allow us on to
his property in a period which is obviously risky given the
high temperatures, long dry grass and recent fire activity.

Cheers, Richard
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" Ahr‘iman" Wakef ield PROJ. WING AREA: 13.78 Sq. Dm. (213.65 Sq. in)

TATLPLANE AREA: 3.03 5q. Dm. (47 5q.in)

B PROPELLER: 457 x 636 mm. (18" x 25")
Wakefield Class Model - 1952 WINGstAN: 143 mm. (45)
. OVERALL LENGTH: 865 mm. (34 % ")
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Roy Nicole's "Ahriman” Wakefield - 6.B. Team 1952
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Helicopter Plan

fore in today's aviation world and

modellers who like to keep up with

the latest developments should try their
hand with the type shown here.

Two years of development went into

this design, the earlier versions showing

T HE heliccpter is very much to the

a marked desire to return to terra firma
very promptly. The secret of stability
is to have the lIower vanes set at a very
high angle of atiack so that they, to-
gether with the fuselage, rotate slowly,
while the top rotor does most of the
work.

3%0ATS
CEMENT

LOWER VANE ANGLE

E
LOWER VANE -2 OFF

TYP RIB - L' SHEET

TAIL PLUG.

JM.F

AIRCRAFT, April, 1950

% Butler,
“ looks like a strong team, and the coveted

AEROMODELLING
Conducted by
JIM FULLARTON

For =all vane spars use hard, stringy
balsa. Taper them as shown, sand to
suit the airfoil section, and bend in
steam from the kettle. When cementing
the upper vanes to the hub, use a ecard-
board guide G ensure that they all have
the same dihedral and angle of attack.
The lower vanes are strut-braced to the
fuselage sides. .

Carve the nose plug from medium
balsa and be sure that the shaft bear-
ings are truly aligned. Power is from
eight to ten strands of 1-8in. by 1-30in.
rubber, with about lin. of slack.

Use rag tissue for covering, giving the
fuselage two coats of dope, the upper
vanes one thin coat cnly, while the lower
vanes are covergd on the top surface only
and left undoped.

With the rubber lubricated and fully
wound to about 650 turns, this model
will climb several hundred feet with a
duration of well over one minute,

Attt e

Final Briefing for
the Nationals

In a few day’s time, the cream of Aus-
tralia’s model flying talent will be
gathered in Melbourne to compete in
the long awaited “Nationals.”

Nearly 600 entries have been received
for the 23 events, and prizes to an esti-
mated value of £300 are already on
hand. Some changes have been made
in the order of events, and the revised
brogram reads as follows:—

Friday, April 7, at Reservoir, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Morning: Junior Rubber HL Glider
and Radio Control.
Afternocn:

Towline Glider and Pre-
cision Payload. 5
Saturday, April 8

9 am-1 pm, at Reservoir: Australian
Wakefield Trophy; ki

2 pm-6 pm, at Exhibition Building:
Indoor. events.

Sunday, April 9, at Reservoir, 9 am-5 pm

Morning: FAI Rubber and Free Flight,
powered models up to 3.5 cc.

Afternoon: Free Flight over 3.5 ce, and
Anthony Hordern trophy for Wakefield
types.

Evening: 7.30 pm, National Confer-
ence.

Monday, April 10, at Surrey Park

8 am-5 pm, all Control Line events.

8 pm, Dinner and presentation of
prizes.

The large entry will need high pres-
sure work by the organisers to complete
the events in the time allowed. All clybs
are asked to co-operate by makin - avail-
able as many stopwatches + ' time-
keepers as possible. -

There will be a Public A7 .ess system
on the fleld each day; light refresh-
ments will be available; and there will
be a mobile workshop for the use of
contestants.

B TR T

1950 Wakefield Finals

Four States have again notified their
intention of competing in this year's
Australian Wakefield finals, to be held
during the running of the Nationals.
They are Queensland, NSW, Victoria and
Scuth Australia,

Only the NSW team is known at the
moment of writing, the six top con-
testants at their eliminations held on
March 3 being: Messrs Pittard, Holmes,
Frost,” O'Neill and Meader. It

trophy may well take a trip northwards,
(Continyed on page 44)
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