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 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the First Tuesday in July (3rd ) at the Leinster Arms Hotel, Cnr 
Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 2C 

G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open from 
6.00 p.m. 

 
July Topic: VFFS Committee Elections 
 
Contacts: 

President: 
  Paul Butler    
    pgbrol6b@tpg.com.au 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor (03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 

 

Competition Calendar. June/July 
 

July 1 Back up day for postponed events 
 Eynesbury Field 
 
July 8 P-30 and Scale 

Eynesbury Field.  
 
July 15 Back up day for postponed events 

Eynesbury Field 
 

July 22 F1G, F1H, F1J, P-30 and Percentage Open 
Eynesbury Field 

 
July 29 Back up day for postponed events 

Eynesbury Field. 
 
August 5 Garnham Trophy, second half yearly 

competition, P30 rules with no limits on 
weight, propeller, and rubber, [3x180 sec]. 
Eynesbury Field.  

 
August 12 Back up day for postponed events 

Eynesbury Field. 
 
August 19 Indoor State Champs- Bostonian and 

Hangar Rat 
Manningham DISC. 

 
 
 
 
 

V.F.F.S FEES FOR 2010-2011 

 
 All members and associates please note that annual 
membership fees become due and payable as from the 1st 
of July.  
 The MAAA/VMAA component has been increased to 
$112 for seniors and $56 for juniors. 
 The VFFS fees are split into two optional 
components; $20 for a Flypaper subscription and $20 for 
voting rights and general support for the club’s activities 
($15 for pensioners). 
 Those joining the VMAA-MAAA through the VFFS 
can opt out of either or both components. 

 

Editorial: One of the joys of being Editor of this 
newsletter is reading the correspondence I receive 
from time to time, the volume of which always 
reaches a peak when I have stuck my neck out in the 
previous month! 

I had thought I was on pretty safe ground with 
regard to the DH2a article, but alas, apparently not 
as Gary Sunderland, an aviation historian of some 
note and when it comes to early aircraft, one of the 
most knowledgeable people I have ever met, took 
umbrage at what I penned and sent a letter refuting 
several aspects of the article. His letter makes 
interesting reading and is appended in full in this 
newsletter. 

My seemingly innocent description of the help I 
was giving to Peter McCarthy in building his Morane 
A1 (it is an A1 – I’ve checked) and the clumsy and ill-
advised attribution of the origin of said kit drew 
further fire from Dave Puterill in S.A., who 
vehemently denies supplying it! It now appears that it 
came from Laurie Kelsall who has (or had) a model 
shop in Murray Bridge – my apologies to all offended 
parties. 

This foray into scale matters, a field in which I 
am evidently inept (amongst others), had some 
positive aspects though, as Our President sent me a 
list of kit suppliers (list and web addresses 
appended) as well as an e-mail from Frank Trezise 
detailing his sorry experience with a Guillow’s 
offering. 

Also of note is a poem, which came to me via 
Colin Parker and was first published in the SAM 35 
Yearbook dated 3/1/95. While the poet, a Mr. 
Trevor Simpson is not, and judging by the offering 
appended below will never be, a modern-day Alfred 
Lord Tennyson (half a league, half a league and all 
that bit), the sentiments expressed must surely have 
some resonance with all free flighters. 

            Newsletter of the Victorian Free Flight Society
         http//members.optushome.com.au/vffs/ 

Flypaper July 2012 



Page 2 of 2 

When I started writing this editorial I was in my 
usual ebullient state of mind – then I received an e-
mail from Darien containing the news of John 
O’Donnell’s retirement from all forms of free flight 
competition. I felt diminished by this news as J.O’D 
was (and is) a hero of mine, an enduring fixture of 
the F/F scene in the U.K. and around the world. 

My first Wakefield was a rough rendition of 
J.O’D’s 1958 U.K. team entry and it flew passably 
well (I was 15 at the time and was sadly deficient in 
prop-carving skills). 

May I, on behalf of all past and present VFFS 
members offer John all the best for the future, I 
for one will not forget the impetus, inspiration and 
passion for free flight given to me by his example. 

Plans for this month are a Peanut plan from the 
pen of Emmanuel Fillon, the SFCA Lignel, a very 
unusual tandem-wing design of the immediate post-
war period and another of the MRA “Cage à Poules” 
series, Another NZ Wakefield of the early ‘60’s by 
Noel Hewitson (courtesy Devon Sutcliffe) and, to 
honour John O’ Donnell’s contribution to Free Flight, 
his “Pendleton Fault” open power model. 

Some very late news. Denis Parker, a member of 
the VFFS for many years has passed away. This news 
is all the more shocking as Denis was down at Sandy 
on June 4 accompanied by Bob Edgar. While Denis 
was quite frail, he appeared otherwise to be in good 
health, showing a keen interest in the goings on down 
there. 

Denis’ funeral was held on Tuesday 19th of June 
at St Christopher’s Church in East Bentleigh. The 
VFFS being well represented by Jim Fullarton, Colin 
Parker (no relation), Darien Cassidy and Ron Bird 

 

The DH2a Saga 

Dear Mike, 
I dig rubber and electric motors, but surely an OS 

60 is an internal combustion engine? (I know Gary, 
MECOA is a better place to advertise a motor, but I 
just do as I am told…Ed) 
 However my main beef is the reference to an 
“Airco DH2”. There never was such an aeroplane! 
 Geoffrey DeHavilland built the first FE1 aeroplane 
as a private venture in 1910. This was bought by the 
Army Aircraft Factory for £400 and they took on 
Geoffrey DeHavilland as a designer/test pilot. 
 At the Royal Aircraft Factory (name change) 
DeHavilland had a major input into the design, and most 
of the testing of aeroplanes like the BE2, the BS/SE 
scouts and the FE2. 
 In 1912 George Holt Thomas established the 
Aircraft Manufacturing Company (AMC) to build 
Farman aeroplanes under licence. They built most of 
the Farman Longhorns and Shorthorns used by the RFC 
in the period 1913-1917. Geoffrey DeHavilland came to 
AMC as chief designer in 1914. All contracts for 
aeroplanes were noted as “AMC” or other contractors 
(e.g. Westlands). The name “AIRCO” refers to the 
telegraphic address of AMC during WWI. 

 J.M. Bruce started the confusion in names back in 
1969, and this was picked up by “Aeromodeller” and 
later Albatros/Windsock since. 
 In recent times British aero-historians attacked 
this myth and Albatros are now correcting their 
publications gradually, deleting references to “AIRCO” 
and inserting “AMC”. 
 Such myths are very hard to kill and, spread widely 
in the model world, seem to grow. (e.g. “cabane” struts 
instead of centre section struts , “lozenge” fabric 
instead of “printed” or “hex’ fabric or Platz, the 
welder, as “designer” of Fokker aeroplanes etc.) 

Yours, 
Dr. N.I.T. Picker 

(AKA Gary Sunderland) 
 
P.S.  Do you have any references to the 
designer/inventor of the Wright Bros. Wind tunnel 
balance? – I have lost mine – somewhere in WWI Aero 
magazine? This was a comparator balance against a 
unit-area drag plate – hence worked as a direct 
measure of lift or drag coefficients – A vital element in 
the design of the Wright aircraft 
P.P.S. Best of luck with the DH2, it should be nice 
with a battery in the nose and a light electric motor 
behind. To give some inspiration, a photo of my 1/5th 
scale FE8 – OS91 four-stroke powered. It flew quite 
nicely – R/C of course! 
 

 
Gary Sunderland’s F.E.8 – Nice one Dr.! 

 
 Now if Doctor N.I.T. Picker had stopped at 
correcting the AIRCO/AMC matter, all would be well. 
However to suggest that Reinhold Platz was only a 
welder and had nothing to do with the design or 
development of Fokker aircraft, and certainly after 
mid-1916, is taking matters too far. While it is true 
that the designer/s of the late-war Fokker aircraft 
is/are shrouded in some mystery, this difficulty being 
aided and abetted by Fokker himself, a notorious self-
promoter who, in his autobiography acknowledged 
nobody else’s contribution to the design or development 
of the Dr1, DVII or DVIII aircraft, 
 In contrast to Anthony Fokker’s egotism, Platz was 
introverted and shunned all public appearances, yet 
several informal photographs show Platz and Fokker in 
deep discussion, Fokker seated in the cockpit of a Dr1 
with Platz, dressed in a suit, standing on a ladder 
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alongside. Platz never toured the Western Front, 
either with or without Fokker, yet he was on familiar 
terms with Manfred von Richthofen and other great 
German pilots of the time. A mere welder? Surely not. 
 Again, I take issue with the good Doctor’s 
rejection of the word “cabane” as a description of the 
fuselage-mounted inner wing struts on multi-winged 
aircraft. “Cabane” is literally “cabin” in French!! It is 
not all that surprising that a French word was adopted 
to describe these bits that hold the wings apart, as 
many other French mots are used to describe other 
bits of aircraft to this day; ailerons, empennage, and 
fuselage being a few examples that come readily to 
mind. Even the word Aviation is derived from the 
French 
 Enough! I will await your response Doctor. 

 D. E. Rierre 
A chat with little Sam 

“Tell me grandad”, said a wee small voice 
“When you fly models does your heart rejoice?” 

My lad,” said the sage after cogitation 
“There is no finer way to find elation.” 

“But grandad,” firmly junior persisted 
“What happens when your ageing eyes are misted?” 

“There comes a time, my child, when sight and legs 
Must restrict the turns on motor pegs. 

But just to see one’s model stably fly, 
To climb, to soar up steeply in the sky, 

And then to glide and sweetly spiral down, 
Its landing sets the jewel in the crown.” 

Yet still the boy was seeking information, 
It seemed to him a treat of short duration. 

“The rubber bands, or motors, that you say 
Are not like the Pirelli of your day, 

Stretched to the utmost point of their extent 
Go bang! The model’s twisted and so bent. 

“Why don’t you simply fit them now with glow 
And hear and see them put on such a show? 

Or why not fit a radio control in? 
You’d get ‘em back and there’s no strollin’!” 

Grandfather mopped a teat and looked away 
Aghast that one so young could go astray. 

“My little lad,” he said,” the greatest joy 
Was granted to me one day as a boy. 

An A-frame whistled o’er me in full flight, 
My flagging memory still retains that sight. 

Flying in any form is undiluted fun, 
But flying free is arching to the sun. 

Your model leaps aloft; it meets a gust; 
It seems as if to stall, yet fight it must 

And soars once more so far above the plain 
You wonder if you two will ever meet again. 

Your in-built skill has stood it in good stead 
And your creation to the heights has sped. 

What then of gas or glow or diesel power, 
Outpouring fumes and discord in a shower? 

Nothing compares with rubber-powered flight, 
Clawing so strongly upwards out of sight. 

For part of you, your energy, is flying; 
Strongly released at first, but slowly dying. 

Nobody but you propels your own dream-child, 
And you are up there jousting with the wild 

Trevor Simpson 
Sources of kits 

Dear Mike, 
 The club (VFFS) has at least four and possibly six 
'Skinny Pussy-Cat" kits for sale @ $15 each.  
 Other possibilities include: 
http://www.darehobby.com/airplanes/index.htm  
http://www.easybuiltmodels.com/  
http://www.goldenagereproductions.com/home 
http://www.ozarkmodelaviation.com/ 
http://www.guillow.com/modelkits.aspx 
http://www.rockytopmodels.com/ 
http://www.shortysbasement.com/index.php 
http://dielsengineeringinc.com/ 
http://www.westwings.co.uk/index2.htm 
http://www.samsmodels.com/index.html 
http://www.dumasproducts.com/index.php?osCsid=o55ckuj878
s5hlsalug48t18e7 
http://sfa-models.com/product.html 
http://airsail.co.nz/cart/index.php?main_page=index&cPath=4
9_110&zenid=ut5ei1sj3612jq4k93djvub7r1 

Paul Butler 
 
Hi Michael,  
 My name is Frank Trezise, and I have seen you at 
the Manningham Centre, and at Sandringham, I am 
usually with Don Bladier as I don't do much driving now, 
I happened to hear that you were helping Peter 
McCarthy with some kit building, and had been 
recommended that you try a Guillow’s Kit. (Perhaps you 
mean not to try a Guillow’s Kit, Frank – Ed.) 

I have been building kits since I was in my early 
teens, apart from 12 years break when I was in the 
army; I have built the good Japanese kits, and some of 
the poorer US kits, the worst being the Sterling Kits 

I was given a Guillows kit by my daughter, who 
bought it at a city hobby shop, who told her it was one 
of the best, but not cheap, and she didn't know any 
better 

When I opened it, almost 2 years ago, I could see 
it would be a handful to build, and balsa quality very 
poor, so I left it, but after she asked just recently why 
I didn't like her kit (Catalina) I thought I had better 
have a go at it. 

The first thing that I read on the plans and 
instructions was that Guillow’s Kits are not flying 
models, but for display only, the whole kit is built from 
1/16" sheet, no larger thickness balsa, apart from 
gluing several thicknesses together. 

The outline is die-cut for formers & ribs, but all 
spar & stringer slots have to be cut by hand, after you 
mark their positions from the plan, but as the balsa 
quality is hard to very hard (fence paling quality) using 
a scalpel, razor blade, hobby knife, just splits or 
breaks away the so-called balsa , so I used a very fine 
blade in the bandsaw, same result, I have a tin full of 
fragmented wood to prove it. 

Next problem was the die-cut outlines were all 
smaller than the plan - 1/16 to 1/8" smaller, and the 
1/16" square balsa, and 1/16" sheet, varied between 
1/16"+ and 1/32" 

There are 5 sheets of printed super hard balsa for 
you to cut out parts as small as 1/8" x 5/8”, totalling 
52 pieces, for various parts of the fuselage and tail, 
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the knife method only split the timber, so only way was 
to cut them out with a very fine blade in the scroll saw, 
cutting oversize, and sanding them back to size on a 
faceplate sander 

The part that annoys me (most) is the kit box is 
marked "Suitable for beginner to intermediate 
builder“, and there is no way a young guy, perhaps 
starting out with his first kit that dad bought him, is 
going to make anything decent from this kit, and then 
give up, perhaps go back to drugs in disgust  

There is a part in the instructions that welcomes 
people to write in with their comments, so I did, 
stating the above, but naturally there was no reply. 

I did some research on Guillows, and found he used 
to work on the "Sterling Kits" that had such a bad 
name when they were going back in the 70’s. 

Some other good scale kits are - Herr Engineering, 
another US kit, laser cut, but very light soft balsa, and 
the NZ Modelair. 

If anyone needs help with building / cutting out, or 
assembly, I am only too pleased to help them, and I 
have the power tools to assist 

Regards, 
Frank Trezise 

 

Minutes of VFFS General Meeting 5th June 2012 

 
Meeting commenced at 8.05pm 
 
Present: P. Butler, C. Parker, M. Glaister, J. Fullarton, S. 
O'Connor, R. Bird, D. Boughton, R. Neve, D. Cassidy, D. 
Sutherland 
 
Apologies: T. Denyer, N. McLeod 
 
Visitors: Nick Calvino 
 

Minutes of last General Meeting: 

The minutes for the March meeting were published in 
Flypaper and were accepted on the motion of R. Bird, 
seconded by C. Parker. Carried 
 
Secretary's Report: 

 

Correspondence: 

 

In: Control Line news, VMAA Minutes, Letter 
from the MAAA titled "Statement From MAAA Council". 

 

Out: Nil 
 

Treasurer's Report: 

Assets (as at 1/05/12): Total $2084.71, comprising 
$150.90 cash-in-hand, $1894.81 cash-at-bank. Estimated 
stock value remains unchanged at $246.00. The number 
of members remains unchanged at 14 full members, 4 
associate members and 6 Flypaper subscribers. 
 
Liabilities: Nil. 
 

VMAA fees will increase by $2 per annum but the 
Treasurer suggested the increase not be passed on to 
members. 
 
C. Parker moved that the Secretary/Treasurer's report 
be accepted, seconded by M. Glaister. Carried. 
 
F/F Technical Committee: No report received 
 
Nominations for Committee: 

S. O'Connor who is currently acting as both Secretary 
and Treasurer indicated that he would continue in those 
roles. Your reporter (P. Butler) will continue in the 
secretarial role of recording and writing up the minutes 
of general and committee meetings, plus being the 
Webmaster. 
 
D. Sutherland indicated that he would like to join the 
committee as an ordinary member 
 
R. Bird indicated that he is considering standing for 
President. 
Contest Matters: 

J. Fullarton won the Hervey Trophy competition. S. 
O'Connor will see to transferring the trophy after 
getting some engraving done. 
 
General Business: 

 
Sandringham:  

M. Glaister reported there has not been any further 
progress with regard to affiliation with the Men’s Shed. 
A “steering group” of Sandringham flyers will confer with 
Ray Allen of the Monash Men’s Shed on Wednesday 13th 
of June, after which something more definite may 
emerge. 
 
VFFS Fees for 2012/13 : 

A schedule of VFFS/VMAA/MAAA fees will be 
published in the July issue of Flypaper. 
 
Possible use of indoor basketball court at Montmorency 
South Primary School: 
 

R. Bird informed the meeting that he has been 
negotiating with the school and wanted VFFS indoor 
flyers to attend on a suitable day to assess the facility 
and also to 'get a leg in the door' so to speak. 

It was agreed that Saturday 16th June would be 
best even though it is the day before the next indoor day 
at DISC. The session time will begin at 10-30 AM and 
people can fly until late afternoon if they want. The 
choice of date was for two reasons; 1) an early showing of 
interest is better than late, and 2) the experience can be 
discussed at the next committee meeting. 
 
'Free Flight Only' day at Sandringham on May 28th: 

This event was very successful with 11 participants. 
 
Meeting Topics: 

The following are planned: 
July:  A.G.M. 
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Aug:   Exotic construction materials  
 
Sept:  Timers 
 
Oct:   Scale models 
 

Next Committee Meeting will be held on Thursday 21st 
June at 8.00pm at 59 Roseneath Street, Clifton Hill 
 
Meeting closed at 8.45pm 
 
The Evenings Discussion about Water Planes: 

J. Fullarton was the speaker, bringing along two of 
his ROW models; an engine powered flying boat and a 
rubber powered twin floatplane. Jim explained his 
experiences with hull steps; high thrust lines and general 
model behaviour on the water. The flying boat dates from 
1939 and was in remarkable condition. Jim held the 
group’s attention for at least 1/2 hour and was applauded 
at the end as a token of appreciation by those present. 

 
Farewell to Free Flight - John O’Donnell 

Those who left the F/F Nationals early will not have 
heard my 'speech' at the end of Monday's prize giving. 
The gist of what I said is as follows: 

You all know that I have been flying for a very long 
time. This, in fact, is my 62nd consecutive F/F Nationals. 
However there is not going be a 63rd! 
It has become ever more difficult to find the 
requirements (retrieval ability, energy, effort and 
determination) that I consider necessary to compete 
properly. To do otherwise is unappealing. 

I have seen many good flyers deteriorate and end up 
merely 'going through the motions'. This is not a route I 
intend to follow. I believe it is better 'to go with a bang 
rather than a whimper'. 

Topping the Rubber fly off at this Nationals, added 
to winning the Gamage a few weeks ago, would seem to me 
to be enough of a Bang - so - 

I am retiring from Free Flight Competition - 
effective immediately 

For me the game is over 
John O'Donnell 

But what a game you have played John – Ed. 
 

Free Flight Scale Masters 2012: Dave Puterill 
As with all free flight events, this year’s 

Scalemasters was controlled by the weather. It proves 
once again not to listen to the forecast and just to 
come and fly! 

The event started for me on the Friday morning 
with packing and loading the car and trailer with all the 
necessary items to stage the event. While loading, my 
good lady wife fell down our back step and badly 
sprained her ankle. After a visit to the doctor’s, it was 
determined it wasn’t broken but she would not be able 
to come. As you all know, Lyn is a vital part of the event 
and it was a blow to us all. 

 
Maris Distler’s Eastbourne Monoplane 

On arriving, Trev and I started to put up the signs 
to direct the flyers to the correct paddock. I got out 
of my vehicle and as I went around to the other side it 
locked itself with the keys inside and the windows up! 
After sorting this out, there was just time to get to 
Dundee’s for dinner, only a small group of six attended 
and maybe for next year it might be more popular to 
change this to Saturday night. 

 

 
Our old friend THB – Winner of F/F Scale Rubber 

Some of us camped in Lawrie’s barn and at 5:20 
next morning, down came the rain. This lasted for 
about an hour so we were a bit late in setting up the 
site. Finally the shelter was erected and the flyers 
began to arrive, and soon thereafter the sound of 
diesels filled the air. This is always a great time for me 
as after all the letters, promotion and worry about the 
weather, the event was finally under way. 
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The barbequed bacon and eggs breakfast was 
interrupted by some light showers, accompanied with a 
change in wind direction, which meant shifting the 
flight line to the opposite side of the paddock. Quite 
comically, we decided to carry the shelter across the 
paddock rather than dismantle it – as THB commented, 
it looked like some bizarre ritual! 

There was quite a bit of flying before a lunch of 
hamburgers and sausages, which as always, proved to 
be very popular. Eventually around 2:00 the wind got 
too strong and most packed up, though a few stalwarts 
stayed on and were rewarded with another hour of 
flying before dark. 

Sunday dawned clear and still and when we arrived 
to where the shelter had been set up the day before, 
the drift allowed us to fly in the next paddock and, as 
it swung around mid-morning, we just stepped back 
over the fence and flew in the original paddock. While 
the wind reached its predicted 7-8 knots, we managed 
to fly until well after lunch when most were just worn 
out. The barbeque breakfast and lunch went down well 
again, even after resupplying the night before we only 
managed to have enough. 

The awards were presented after lunch and the 
flyers gradually drifted off with the normal stories of 
what to build next. 

Thanks must go to those that put this event on, to 
Lyn for all the preparation she put into making sure we 
had all the equipment and food for the barbeque, to my 
daughter Dianne who helped out, to Tyson and to 
brother Trev for their help and encouragement and 
finally to Laurie Kelsall without whose permission we 
could not stage this event. 

 Many thanks to our sponsors John Moyle Motor 
engineering for their assistance and to A to Z Corp. for 
donating the awards 

Dave Putterill 
 

Indoor state Championships for F1D and F1L 

 With six core indoor flyers turning up we had a 
quorum for the Champs, Col Parker flying in the F1L event, 
Your editor in the F1D and Jim and Sean in both. Neil Mc 
Leod and Paul Butler completed the contingent of fee-
paying flyers although neither of them participated in the 
official events. 
 Everybody was strangely off-form and it took a while 
before any official flights were posted. YE was struggling 
as usual with a new F1D and it took quite a while for the 
penny to drop – I had erroneously attributed the lack of 
climb to the cross-section of the motor instead of the 
rearward C of G and kept mucking about with motor sizes 
rather than trimming the model properly. Sean was 
similarly playing with his F1D and F1L alternately while 
Jim had decided to open proceedings with his new D.H 
monoplane, which was also giving him a headache or two. 
Col was the only contestant who appeared to be in control 
of the situation and started things off with a 3:27 F1L 
flight, some three minutes below the best time his model 
had recorded on a previous occasion. Jim, having put away 
his De Havilland Tiger Moth, responded with a 4:34 also in 
F1L. Some damage must have occurred to his model 
however as this was to be his sole flight in the class. 

 Sean started with his F1D, but the first flight was a 
disappointing 3:00. I, by this time had changed motor 
sticks for one with a more forward rear hook, thereby 
moving the C. of G forward and started to get some 
inconsistent flights bordering on the stall. The 
inconsistency was traced to the torque of the larger 
cross-section motor which at full turns was twisting the 
motor stick and thereby the wings, resulting in the left 
wing digging in and causing the model to dive. As I had 
now got the damned thing to fly, I was loath to return to 
the smaller motor, adopting the KISS principle instead 
and was thus limited to about one third of the energy 
storage capacity of the “big” motor (In F1D, everything is 
relative!) I managed a 5:20 followed by a 6:15, which was 
miserable recompense for my efforts but still the two 
best F1D flights posted thus far. Jim and Sean were by 
now starting to hit their stride; Jim with a 4:58 followed 
by a 4:51 and finally a 5:24. Jim was extremely unlucky on 
his third and last flight, his model hanging up on a portal 
frame, and while dislodged from it’s perch within the 
allowed 10 seconds, fell away from the beam with the 
tailplane badly out of alignment, descending rapidly to the 
floor on what would otherwise have been a much longer 
flight. 
 Sean, having dispensed with the competition in F1L 
with flights of 6:05 and 8:42, started to concentrate his 
thoughts on beating me in F1D. His second flight of 4:33 
was an improvement on the first, but disappointingly short 
of the true potential of his model. Having fiddled around a 
bit with his model and with Your Editor timing, he then 
reeled off the best flight of the day; 10:28! - Enough to 
take out the F1D event as well. 
 In all, only fourteen competition flights were 
recorded out of a possible 36. The three-hour timeslot we 
have at Manningham is insufficient for the lightweight 
duration classes due to their delicacy and flight duration, 
or should I say, potential flight duration. 
 

F1D 

Name Fl1 Fl2 Fl3 Fl4 Total 

Sean O’Connor 180 273 628 - 901 

Mike Glaister 320 375 - - 695 

Jim Fullarton 298 291 324 - 622 

F1L 

Sean O’Connor 305 522 - - 827 

Colin Parker 207 193 210 - 417 

Jim Fullarton 274 - - - 274 

 
 As an addendum to this report, Paul Butler had a 
diminutive No-Cal scale model of an obscure Rumanian 
fighter, an IAR 81 from WW2.The model is actually a half 
size No-Cal, of 200mm wing span and weighs in at under 
1.5 grams. The motor is 0.03" x 0.04" driving a prop of 
80mm x 120mm. According to Paul, The prop needs much 
more blade area and probably to be a bit bigger in 

diameter because 1000 turns does not run for very long. 
The Fuselage and wings are 1mm sq. and the tail surfaces 
are 0.72mm sq. all 7lb wood. Covering is 6 gsm Tengujo 
almost sealed with acrylic and then ink jet printed. – 
Lovely looking and carefully built model 
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Paul Butler’s Rumanian IAR 81 No-Cal 

 
The S.F.C.A. - Lignel 44 

 Almost immediately after the conclusion of hostilities 
in 1945, the long-suppressed French home-built/light 
aircraft movement produced a series of tandem wing 
designs, the most familiar being “Le Pou du Ceil”. (Sky 
Flea, better known as the Flying Flea). This, to Your 
Editor’s incomplete knowledge was the sole example of 
French tandem wing weirdness. My eyes were opened 
when Jim Fullarton donated some Peanut plans, which had 
been downloaded by Jim’s son Andrew, of three other 
tandem wing designs, all drawn by Emmanuel Fillon and 
emanating from the same Gallic school of thought. 
 The S.F.C.A. - Lignel 44 (Société Française de 
Constructions Aéronautiques-Lignel), an all-metal two-seat 
light aircraft, which, due to its very large span tail-plane, 
was dubbed a doublé monoplan, first flew on December 21, 
1946. Only the prototype, powered by a 74 hp Régnier 
4D-2 engine, was constructed, and for which many French 
aviators should be thankful!  

On May 27, 1954, it was flown by Louis Clément, 
mayor of Adainville, Yvelines, France from the Paris sport 
airfield Tousus-le-Noble to the ILSY air show at 
Ypenburg, near The Hague, the Netherlands. 

On the return flight on May 31, a stop was made at 
St.Denijs-Westrem, near Gent, Belgium. The mayor took 
Mr. Missiaen, a local resident, for a ride. Soon after 
takeoff a part of the left wing snapped off and the 
aircraft went out of control. The pilot was thrown out of 
the aircraft and fell to his death, while the passenger was 
killed in the following crash and post-crash fire.  

The intervening seven or eight years between it’s 
first flight and the circumstances surrounding it’s tragic 
demise would suggest that the aircraft had been flown 
fairly extensively and had, over that time, developed a 
classical fatigue problem, which not having been detected, 
resulted in the structural failure - Ed 
 The plan is a redrafting of Fillon’s original, and apart 
from the enormous rear “wing” is pretty conventional in 
appearance. 
Noel Hewitson’s 1961 NZ Team Wakefield 

 Another early ‘60’s design from Devon Sutcliffe’s copious 
collection, this time Noel Hewitson’s ’61 N.Z. Team 
Wakefield. The original sketch was drawn by Bill 
McGarvey in 1962 and revised in 2004. The model is a nice 
looking if relatively conservative design with, unusual for a 
N.Z. Wakefield of the period, a propeller that looks to be 
of the “Bilgri” school, although being carved from a single 
block, rather than the split and joined “X” block style 
limits grain orientation on the faces of the blades. One 

novel feature is the asymmetric fuselage sheeting to the 
rear of the motor peg. Resulting in a straight top corner 
of the diamond fuselage as well as a built-in -1 1/4° 
tailplane incidence and an overall longitudinal decalage of 
4 1/4°, about right for a 60% C of G location. 
 

John O’Donnell’s “Pendleton Fault” 

Where the “Pendleton Fault” fits within the 
chronology of J.O’D’s sortie into F/F power is uncertain, 
as my first news of John mucking about with Open Power 
came via a competition report in Aeromodeller, wherein a 
photo of him clutching a Dixielander with geodetic (what 
else!) wing and tailplane appeared. 

The Pendleton Fault is named after a geologic feature 
near Manchester in the U.K. and is an active fault-line 
responsible for several earthquakes over the last century 
Whether J.O’D regarded the design as faulty or, more 
likely, simply named after a distinctive topological feature 
near his home only he knows, however the model is a 
distinct development on the contemporary designs of 
Marcus and Fuller, with sheeted L.E. wing and diagonal 
bracing on both flying surfaces A somewhat larger 
aircraft than the Dixie at 58” span, it’s higher aspect 
ratio, thinner wing section and cleaner lines should have 
produced a better glide than either the Eureka or the 
Dixielander. 
 

Very, Very Late News  (Fred Roberts) 
Hi Guy’s 

I have just built and tested an electric free flight 
model and was wondering if anyone else is interested in 
giving it a try. The main problem is getting the timer so 
that a brushless motor can be used. They are $20.00 each 
plus $10.00 P & P. However I have contacted the US 
sellers and they have agreed to combine postage on a bulk 
order, therefore an order for 10 would be only $1.00 each 
postage. The other problem was the specialist-soldering 
job required for the DT. I mentioned this to them and 
they have agreed to solder on the connections for us at no 
charge. The brushless motors, speed controller and 
batteries are available from Hobby King very cheaply. 

Battery: Turnigy Nano Tech 460 Mah 3s 25c $6.00. 
Motor: ADH 300L 1100kv 170w $12.00. Controller: 
Turnigy Plush 10a $10.00. Hobby King folding prop 9x5 
$12.00 for 2. Servo for DT $4.00. If you have not got a 
charger then this would have to be added in at about 
$40.00 tops. My model using the above has added up to a 
total of $90.00 including building the model. ( I already 
had a charger ) Batteries, Timers and speed controllers 
can be moved from model to model to save money. They 
start first flick every time, leave the model spotless 
after every flight, make little noise and don’t pong out 
your car. I think they would be excellent for FF scale. I 
you are interested ring or email me and let me know if you 
want one and I’ll get a order together. The C/L one is the 
same price and the only difference is the engine run time 
selection, which is 1 min to 6 min instead of 1 sec to 60 
sec. 

Regards Fred.  
 
If you are interested, contact Fred on 03-52562273 
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S.F.C.A LIGNEL 44
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S.F.C.A. LIGNEL – a Peanut Scale Model by Emmanuel Fillon 
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