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Please Note: The Next Meeting will take place on the First 
Tuesday in March (6th) at the Leinster Arms Hotel, Cnr Gold and 
Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 2C G6.h, 
commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open from 6.00 p.m. 

 
December Topic: Gears for Rubber Models 
 

Contacts: 

President: 
  Paul Butler    
    pgbrol6b@tpg.com.au 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor (03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 

Competition Calendar. March/April 
 
Mar 10-12 State Champs – Details WW’s 

Springhurst 
 
Mar 25 Garnham Trophy - P30 rules (3x120 sec.) 

Eynesbury Field 
 
April 6-9 Easter. - AFFS & SCC champs 
  Nerandra, NSW 
 
April 15 indoor DISC Reduced Scale Wakefield. 

Manningham DISC. 
 

April 12-20 Australian National Champs 
 WA 

 
April 22 Vintage Rubber for Hervey Trophy 

Eynesbury Field 
 

Editorial: To commence this month, I must apologise 
for the tardiness of this newsletter. My computer decided 
to cease operations and I suffered a few anxious days 
wondering if I had lost the copious amount of data 
contained therein. As it turned out, the computer was 
innocent, but the monitor had to be replaced – apparently 
there is a use-by date inherent in these products and it had 
reached its time, passing slowly into oblivion as I watched in 
horror. All is now well , I have a new Samsung 22”  LED 
monitor and a computer with defragged hard drives running 
much better than before. 

An update on Don Boughton: I received the following e-
mail from Jill Boughton  

Hello Michael,  
Report from Don in his own words as he is now 

home. “I am walking better but still no modelling as I 
cannot find gears. Hand control almost normal but 
eyesight wandering" The gears are somewhere in his 
overstocked messy garage and he noticed his 

eyesight was poor when, against my advice, his mates 
took him to play table tennis and he could not hit the 
ball in the middle of the bat. As his balance is still 
poor he tends to fall to the right side so I requested 
that they took him to hospital and not bring him 
home if he fell.  

Regards, Jill 
 
Seldom a month goes by without Jim Fullarton picking 

holes in what I write in these pages, the really annoying 
thing is that is he is almost always right! His latest criticism 
is with regard to the Blériot article I had the temerity to 
publish some month or so ago. To back this up, he presented 
a well-written biography of Blériot, from his early life, 
education, and business success. All of this would mean 
nothing to us but for his furious non-stop experimentation 
in aviation and eventual cross-channel triumph. With that 
flight Blériot became the World’s biggest aircraft 
manufacturer virtually overnight and by the end of WWI, 
the directeur of the largest aircraft manufacturing 
company (SPAD) on the Allied side. 

Jim has lent the book to me so that I may become 
more knowledgeable on early aviation and more humbled as a 
result. In any case, a very good book and well  worth 
searching your local library for a copy thereof. The name of 
the book is “Blériot, Herald of an Age” by Brian A. Elliott, 
ISBN 0-7524-1739-8.  A photo of the dust cover is shown 
below. 

One further correction Jim also found that I had 
attributed the F1L hall record to Tim Hayward –Brown in my 
write-up of the December Team Trial and upon re-reading 
the article, I had! To correct matters, and to put matters 
into perspective, the current records for Manningham are 
as follows: - 

Indoor Records DISC Manningham 
CATEGORY NAME TIME DATE 
F1D T Hayward-Brown 18:44 18 Dec2011 
F1M S O’Connor  9:49 25 Sept2011 
F1L S O’Connor 11:32 24 Feb 2008 
L.R.S. C. Parker  4:31 ? 
100/13 J. Fullarton  3:47 13 Mar 2005 
Bostonian Colin Parker  3:24 15 May 2005 
Peanut S O’Connor  2:07 25 Sept 2005 
R.S.W. S. O’Connor ? ? 

My apologies to Sean, you are still the F1L record 
holder despite the disinformative drivel I write from time 
to time 

To top all this off, I received an e-mail from Roy 
Summersby informing me that, contrary to what I had 
written, Levinson’s is(was) not a UK – based model shop but 
a Sydney establishment! In all, three errors in one 
newsletter. With me, that’s about par for the course!  

Well, enough of the homilies; In this edition of 
Flypaper is the text of a presentation prepared by Colin 
Parker for the Duigan Centenary Dinner. John Bird, of the 
Sandringham Group provided a short intro to Col’s 
presentation, which puts it into context. 
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Contest report for this month is the CLG/HLG and 
Sandfly (Arthur Smith 100/13) events held at Manningham 
on the 18th of February 

 

 
 
Plans for this month are of Bill Mc Garvey’s 1961 

Wakefield, a Peanut scale design from the MRA “Cage à  
Poules” series by Jean François Frugoli and the Hearn’s 
Hobbies “Sportster” which I found on the “Volar 
Libramente” website. Incidentally, while scouring the site to 
see what I might purloin, I came across my drawing of Dave 
Kneeland’s  “Vapour Trail”! I guess that I’m also fair game 
too. Seriously, if you go to the V-L website, look down the 
list of hot-linked ”Links Recomendados” on the left hand 
side – while browsing down this list I discovered a site 
containing all (or nearly all) of the Walt Mooney designs 
 

Duigan Centenary Dinner 

On the 16th June 2011, I was invited to partner Mrs. 
Gwynne Duigan to the Duigan Centenary Dinner at 
Australia National Aviation Museum. 
Gwynne Duigan had requested that I bring along some 
models of the Duigan aircraft. I took along two of Colin's 
free flight models the Reg Dugian 1909 free flight model 
and the John and Reg Duigan 1910 biplane. 

The audience were enthralled by the workmanship and 
surprise to learn that these 'scale' models flew. Their 
previous notion of 'scale model aircraft' was restricted to 
static models assembled from mass produced plastic kits. 

I was seated at the same table as the magazine 
editor Andrew Wilcox, he asked me to write a follow up 
article for publication in 2012 and I on passed Andrew's 
request to Colin. 

The side story to this meeting with Andrew was the 
suggestion that the Australia National Aviation Museum 

management might invite the Sandringham group to 
present an exhibition of their models and a flying display. 

I hope you enjoy and are informed by Colin's article 
as I was. 

John Bird 
 

THE INDOOR FREE FLIGHT GROUP AT 
SANDRINGHAM ATHLETIC CENTRE. 

 
In July 1995, Arthur Smith, a keen aeromodeller 

nearly all his life, started an indoor free flight group 
which met at Hampton Community Hall each month for the 
pleasure of flying light weight indoor free flight model 
aeroplanes. About 20 people were in the initial group, and 
the numbers remained fairly constant for many years. 
About 1998 Arthur arranged for the group to use the 
Sandringham Athletic Centre Hall. 

With more elbow room and a higher roof, the group 
were able to build and fly a greater variety of models, 
including those built to designs used for National and 
International indoor competitions. It also enabled 
modellers to test and fly their own designs as well as 
experiment with devices such as variable pitch propellers 
and the use of unusual construction materials. 

This thinking led to some modellers drawing their own 
plans for the construction of pioneer and historic early 
aircraft just for the fun of it, and to have the pleasure of 
seeing a small replica of such a machine actually in the air. 
Thus we have seen Wright Flyers, Langley “Aerodromes “ 
- which incidentally flew better than the original which 
crashed on taking off from the river houseboat- a Blériot 
monoplane, a Voisin, a Santos-Dumont, and an Eterich 
Taube, as well as models of two of John Duigan’s early 
aircraft and a reduced size indoor version of his brother 
Reginald’s rubber powered model which he flew 
successfully at Melbourne Cricket Ground in 1909. 

World War I aeroplanes used by British, French, 
German, and Italian air forces have been in the air at 
Sandringham, as well as civil and military planes of the 
between- war years. All this is done by the modeller for 
his own pleasure and for the entertainment of his fellow 
flyers, as well as taking on the challenge of putting into 
the air a small replica of a real piloted aeroplane with the 
replica being able to fly itself within the four walls of the 
building in a realistic manner. 

In order to support these activities the Victorian 
Free Flight Society {VFFS} holds a competition each 
December at Sandringham for modellers to fly their 
latest creations. 

The models are judged in two aspects, firstly in 
fidelity to scale, where it is compared to a plan and a 
photo of the real aeroplane, and secondly flight realism 
where the take- off, flight, and landing of the model are 
judged. In addition, the model must demonstrate its 
flying ability by remaining airborne for at least 20 
seconds. 
A Nationally recognized point-scoring system is used to 
award points for Static and Flying realism, the winner 
being the model with the highest aggregate points, 

Colin Parker 
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Minutes of VFFS General Meeting –February 7 2012 

 
The meeting commenced at 8.00pm 
 
Present: P.Butler, C.Parker, D.Cassidy, 

N.McLeod, M.Glaister, J.Fullarton, 
S.O'Connor, R.Bird, D.Sutherland 

 
Apologies: D.Boughton 
 
Visitors: None 
 

Minutes of last General Meeting: 

No minutes were recorded at the December 2011 
General meeting because the usual scribe was not able 
to attend. 
 
Correspondence: - In: Letter from the VMAA 
regarding MAAA insurance cover for VFFS members 
flying models at the Sandringham venue. A copy of that 
letter was included in the February 2012 edition of 
Flypaper. 
 

 Out: Nil 
 
Matters Arising: See General Business. 
 

Treasurer's Report: Assets (as at 7/02/12): Total 
$2456.00, comprising $300 cash-in-hand, $1910.00 
cash-at-bank, and an estimated $246.00 stock. 

Liabilities: Nil. 
 

Membership numbers (as at 7/02/12) are 14 full 
members, 4 associate members and 6 Flypaper 
subscribers.  

The report was accepted on the motion of Sean 
O’Connor, seconded by Mike Glaister. Carried. 
 
Last Committee Meeting: 

The following topics were discussed at the last 
Committee Meeting: 

1 Running the F1D team trials in December 2012 
2. Advantages of the State Basketball Centre as 

an F1D venue. 
3 Insurance cover at Sandringham 

F/F Technical Committee: 

No report received 
 

Contest Matters: 

Activities at the December 2010 Grand End of 
year Scale day and the F1D team Trials were reported 
in the February issue of Flypaper. 
 

M.Glaister and S.O'Connor volunteered to 
investigate the current accessability/status of the 
Eynesbury fields and DiDio's field. 
 

S.O'Connor volunteered to contact Gary Odgers 
for the purpose of recovering the Garnham Trophy 
 

General Business: 

D.Cassidy moved a motion that "A VFFS deputation 
meet with Reg Regester of the Sandringham indoor 
flying group to discuss insurance and the requirements 
of (MAAA) MOP057 for the two days per year when 
the VFFS is running an event (Arthur Smith Trophy and 
Grand End of Year Scale Day)" 
Seconded by P.Butler. Carried. 

The outcome of discussing the motion is that 
D.Cassidy and M.Glaister endeavour to meet with Reg 
Regester at Sandringham to discuss matters regarding 
insurance and an incorporated association of persons 
participating at the Sandringham venue. 
 

Meeting Topics: 

The following are planned for the early part of 
2012: 
March: A presentation by Howard Gostelow about 

current modelling activities in Queensland. 
April: Spoked wheels. 
May: Rise of Water models. 
 

Next Committee Meeting will be held on Thursday 
23rd February at 8.00pm at Sean O'Connor's 
residence; 59 Roseneath Street, Clifton Hill 
 

Meeting closed at 9.00pm 

 

The Evenings Discussion about Gears: 

The following people brought along examples for 
discussion: 
 

D.Cassidy  a pack of small spur gears purchased some 
time ago from a Dick Smith store. 

 

J.Fullarton:  a geared nose block from his peanut Lacey. 
 

M.Glaister a geared Wakefield model. 
 
J.Fullarton also brought along his canard 'Pelican' 
flying boat that featured in the February Flypaper. 
 
State Champs for CLG/HLG also Sandfly (100/13) 

 Due to the lack of support, the CLG/HLG contest was 
cancelled (Sean seemed to be the only person in attendance 
prepared to contest the event, although Nick Calvino and Neil 
McLeod both had CLG models available). A similar fate with 
regard to the Sandfly event was in prospect until Neil was 
persuaded to enter his “PussyCat “ in the event, thus ensuring 
a minimum entry list and enabling the contest to be staged.  
 With both Your Editor and Neil fielding pleasant-flying 
but uncompetitive models, the event came down to a “flyoff’ 
between Jim and Colin from the outset. Despite this, the 
Sandfly event was nevertheless an exciting contest between 
two equally matched modellers and models with Jim eventually 
emerging triumphant by a margin of ten seconds 
 I just managed to pip Neil for third place by a bare 3 
seconds which, considering that I was flying a “regulation” 
sized 100/13, says a lot for Neil’s nicely trimmed PussyCat and 
a damned sight less for my 100/13! What is more 
disconcerting is the yawing performance gap between the top 
two contestants and us mere mortals, around 90 seconds 
aggregate for two flights. Further, it must be noted that 
Jim’s winning time is a further 26 seconds in arrears of his 
record score of 227 seconds. 
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 As an aside, one of my flights, having landed, suddenly 
took off again when the VP prop went into fine pitch while 
“Taxying” on the ground! This amusing little interlude 
demonstrated how effective the use of variable pitch props 
can be and how badly adjusted was mine! 
 One further observation, it is becoming increasingly 
evident that we need to encourage more members to 
participate in these classes if they are to survive – Three 
pukka 100/13’s and a “ring-in” do not make for a viable contest 
class – we all had fun nevertheless. 
 

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 Tot 

J. Fullarton 94 116 70 123 118 - 241 

C. Parker 80 115 107 93 113 114 231 

M. Glaister 70 74 76 63 - - 150 

N. McLeod 74 37 73 73 53 31 147 

 
Bill Mc Garvey’s ’61 Wakefield 

 Having got Bill’s designs out of order, his ’62 model, 
presented last month, being a more sophisticated model than 
the ’61 shown this month, this one still has a quirk or two 
worth noting. Most notable is the propeller-folding axis, which 
is coincident with the model’s longitudinal axis. The shaped 
fork, which holds the single blade prop, ensures that the blade 
fold against the fuselage is as clean as possible with the 
counter weight pivoting forward to counteract any rearward 
shift in the C of G. This was an idea also used by Hank Cole on 
his “O-So–Long” in the early ‘50’s. Another idea shared with 
yet another great US Wakefield flyer was the method of 
attachment of the tail cone. My recollection is that this 
system was used by Bob Hatchek on his second-place ’59 wake. 
It seems a bit daggy but it is certainly simple and trouble free 
if executed well. 
 
Hirondelle 1911 

 This is the second in the “Cage à Poules” series by J-F 
Frugoli, probably not the second published by Modele Reduit d’ 
Avion but the second one I have drawn from the Adolf Haas 
collection. There are three more to go, all monoplanes, all 
French and all pre WWI. Just glancing at these, there is little 
doubt in my mind that the French led the world in aeronautical 
design during this period. 
 All of the Frugoli designs (and those of Emmanuel Fillon – 
one of which is next month’s peanut plan) are of relatively low 
aspect ratio and are thus eminently practical as subjects for 
consideration. It would be a refreshing change to see another 
design in the air, which is currently dominated by Fikes and 
Laceys (and Sean and Gary’s Blériot VII’s). 
 
Hearn’s Hobbies Sportster 

 Firstly, the Hearn’s Hobbies Sportster is not to be 
confused with Jim Fullarton’s design of the same name - as 
well as others. (Sportster seems to have been a popular name 
during the ‘50’s). The Hearn brothers effort is a companion 
design to the previously published “Observer”, Your Editor 
built both designs and in fact built three HH Sportsters, one 
of which survives but which now needs to be reconfigured 
back to a free flight as it is currently set up for radio (Ugh!). 
 The Sportster is one of those models which are instantly 
recognisable by other modellers of similar age to me, which 
would indicate that they were built in considerable numbers 
although I cannot recall ever seeing another, even during the 
Boundary Rd. days. 
 My experience with this model was entirely different 
than that with the “Observer” – maybe I read the plans 
thoroughly this time. It was very easy to trim and flew very 
well, but to my mind it was not as sprightly nor as pretty in 
flight as the Observer, which was, and still is, my all-time 
favourite sports model. 

Vic Smeed’s “Soubrette” 

 Continuing on with the multitudinous designs of Vic 
Smeed, this month it’s the Soubrette (Maidservant). Of the 
many familiar names and designs of Vic, I cannot recall ever 
seeing or hearing of this design. Having said that, I’m sure to 
be corrected by you-know-who, but in all honesty, this 
particular design, which appeared on the Volar Libramente site 
was a welcome surprise. 
 Similar in many respects to Vic’s more well-known 
Mam’selle, with its stringered fuselage and I believe Tomboy 
wings with rounded tips, it makes a pleasant change from most 
of Vic’s other designs which were generally of simple box 
fuselage construction. 
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Section A-A

W1 -116"  Med. Quarter Grain - 31 Off

1 1/4

W2 -116"  Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W3 -116"  Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W4 -1 16"  Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W5 -116"  Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off W6 -116"  Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W7 -116"  Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W8 -116"  Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W9 -116"  Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off
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Bind and Solder
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OVERALL LENGTH:

WINGSPAN:

PROPELLER:

TAILPLANE AREA:

PROJ. WING AREA:

MOTOR:
 

1205 mm. (47.44" )

1275 mm. (1201 mm. Proj.)

559 x 635 mm. (22" x 25")

3.48 Sq. Dm. (54 Sq. in.)

14.44 Sq. Dm. (223.87 Sq. in.)

14 Strands of 1 4" x 124" Pirelli - 50gm

 
 

Bill Mc Garvey’s ‘61 Wakefield 
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A B C

C

1.5 x 1.5

0.5 x 1 Bamboo

1 x 1.5 

1.5 Diam. Straw

2 x 2

0.5 x 0.5

0.5 x 0.5 Bamboo

0.5 Sheet
0.5 Diam. Bamboo

1.5 x 1.5

1.5 x 1.5

1.5 x 1.51 x 1

1 x 1

3 Laminations 0.5 x 1.5

Hirondelle
1911

Hungerford Wheels 
118" Diam.

0.5 x 1.5

1 x 1

1 x 1

1 x 1

Formers A, B, C - 0.5mm Ply
All Formers  0.5mm Sheet
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4

1

1 2 3 4

2

3
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Peanut Scale 1911 Hirondelle 
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