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 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the First Tuesday in August  (6th.) at the Leinster Arms Hotel, 
Cnr Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 
2C G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open 
from 6.00 p.m. 

 

July Topic: Open Rubber Models 
 
Contacts: 

 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. August/September 
August Outdoor events to be announced later  
 
August 18 Indoor State Champs- Bostonian, Hangar 

Rat. - Manningham DISC. 
September Outdoor events to be announced later 
 
 

Editorial: Refreshingly, it’s all good news this month, 
or at least no bad news. 

The FF World Championships at Moncontour (prés 
Poitou, France) commence on the 3rd of August and 
continue to the 11th, with the three main days being the 
6th to the 8th: the contests being held in alphabetical 
order starting with F1A on the 6th. If you wish to follow 
proceedings, there is an excellent website; 
www.moncontour2013.vol-libre-moncontourois.fr where 
details of the contest, maps, progress and final results 
may be viewed. May I, on your behalf, wish our team good 
fortune in the coming days. 

Also of note, the long-delayed Victorian State Scale 
Championships were held at the Westcoast Soarers field 
at Leopold, near Geelong. Vin and Leigh Morgan went along 
to watch and view proceedings (and also for a little more 
practice with Vin’s F1A’s) and I am indebted to Vin and 
Leigh for their report on the contest. 

Allied to that event, a few of us got out to Eynesbury 
after an almost year-long absence since our previous visit 
and had a great time flying a variety of models in 
conditions bordering on flat calm – time we had an 
outdoor contest, I’m getting claustrophobic with all the 
indoor flying we do. 

The plans for this month are R.J. (Jack) North’s 
1949 Wakefield, details of which were provided by Devon 
Sutcliffe, and Phil Ball’s  “Waif” – a 50gm “Open” Rubber 
model to the U.K. rules. (The 50gm rubber limitation was 
imposed by the BMFA in an attempt to restrict the flight 
times and thereby reduce or eliminate incursions into 
increasingly irate farmer’s crops during retrieval – hasn’t 
worked!)  

As the minutes of the AGM and General meeting of 
the Society occupy a large part of this newsletter, I will 
truncate my usual monthly rave and conclude here with 
further best wishes to all of the 331 competitors from all 
nations in the W/Chs  

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the VICTORIAN 
FREE FLIGHT SOCIETY Inc.  
 
HELD on 2nd. JULY 2013 at The Leinster Arms Hotel, 66 
Gold St. Collingwood  
 
Meeting Commenced: 8.49pm  
 
1. Present: D.Cassidy, S.O'Connor, P. Butler, M. Glaister, 
C. Parker, J.Fullarton, R. Neve, D.Boughton, T. Denyer,  
P. Griffith 
 
2. Visitors: Vin Morgan  
 
3. Apologies: D. Sutherland  
 
4. Minutes of the Last Annual General Meeting:  
 
    Acceptance moved: C. Parker, seconded by:  R. Neve.  
 Carried.  
 
5. Matters Arising: None  
 
6. Treasurer's Report:  
 
 VFFS FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2012/13  
 
RECEIPTS  

 
Member Subscriptions   $2330.00 

  
     VMAA / MAAA Component  $1570.00 
  
      VFFS Component   $760.00  
 
OTHER RECEIPTS: 

  
Indoor Entry Fees & Door Fees   $664.00 

     Newsletter of the Victorian Free Flight Society Inc. A0007493L 
         http//members.optushome.com.au/vffs/ 

Flypaper  August 2013 
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Bank Interest         $6.63 
  
Stock Sales          $72.00 

 
TOTAL RECEIPTS:   $3072.63 
  
 
EXPENDITURE :  
 
  Flypaper production     $301.00 

  
Stamps          $6.00 
  
Venue Hire (DISC)    $836.55 
  
Dept. of Cons. Affairs Fee     $43.90 
  
VMAA / MAAA Fees  $1630.00 
  
Extra Field Keys       $91.00 
  
Memorial Wreath       $60.00 

  
                                                                                          
     TOTAL EXPENDITURE:   $2968.45 

  
 
NET GAIN for 2012/13     $104.18 
  
 
Opening Bank Balance 11/12 Report $1670.91 

Plus: 
   Opening Cash-in-Hand       $24.90 
  
            TOTAL OPENING BALANCE:    $1695.81 
  
Plus: 
   Net Gain for 2012/13    $1799.99 

  
 
 Closing Bank Balance    $1787.09 

Plus: 
  
 Closing Cash-in-Hand        $12.90 

  
            TOTAL CLOSING BALANCE:   $1799.99 
  
STOCK  

 
Opening Balance 11/12 Report            $246.85 
  
Less Stock Sales         $72.00 

  
            STOCK CLOSING BALANCE:              $174.85 
  
 
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS      $1974.84 
  
 
(The value of various items of equipment belonging to the 
VFFS is not included in this summary)  

 
                                    Sean O'Connor (VFFS Treasurer)  
 
Acceptance moved: S.O'Connor, seconded by:  T.Denyer. 
Carried.  
 
7. Matters Arising: None  
 
8. President's Report: See below.  
 
Acceptance moved: T.Denyer, seconded by:  C.Parker. 
Carried.  
 
9. Matters Arising: None  
 
10. Regarding the changes to the Incorporations Act, 
Model Rules:  
 
Motion 1  
 
That the V.F.F.S. inc. adopt the Model Rules set out by 
Consumer Affairs Victoria.  

 
If this motion is passed and implemented then:  
 
 1.     The present name of the Society; 

 
2. The present statement of purpose of the Society;  

 and: 
3. The presently used dates of our financial year; 
  will automatically be included in the new rules.  
 
Moved: S. O'Connor, seconded by P. Butler  
 
Motion 2  
 
A "Member" is anyone whose application is accepted by 
the Society and who:  
 
Has paid the full annual fee of the Society AND the 
V.M.A.A. and M.A.A.A. affiliation fees via the Society;  
 
OR  
 
Has paid the full annual fee of the Society AND has 
evidence of having paid the V.M.A.A. and M.A.A.A. 
affiliation fees to another club that is affiliated with 
those associations.  
 
Amendment to what was published in Fly Paper moved by: 
P. Butler, seconded by T. Denyer. Carried.  
 
Motion 3  
 
The society drops the multi-component fee structure.  
 
Moved by S.O'Connor, seconded by M.Glaister. Carried.  
 
11. General Business: None.  
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12. Election of Office Bearers:  
 
The following Nominations have been received:  
 
President                       David Sutherland  
 
Vice President                Darien Cassidy  
 
Secretary                      Sean O'Connor & Paul Butler  
 
Treasurer                      Sean O'Connor  
 
FlyPaper Editor             Mike Glaister  
 
Ordinary Member           J. Fullarton  
 
Ordinary Member           Ron Neve  
 
Ordinary Member           Colin Parker  
 
All applicants duly elected.  
 
The Annual General Meeting closed at 8.06pm  
 
ACTING PRESIDENT'S REPORT TO A.G.M. of the   
V.F.F.S Inc.  2-7-2013 

 
It is my sad task in writing this report to record that our 
long serving president, Ron Bird, passed away suddenly a 
few months ago after a short illness.  On behalf of all our 
members I extend our condolences to Margaret, Sarah 
and Jonathon.  In addition, due to his sudden death, we 
have lost a popular member and active flyer in Neil 
McLeod.   We extend our sincere sympathies to his 
brother and sister 
  
Another sombre matter that I must record is the passing 
of two former members Denis Parker and Bruce Grayling.  
Aero modelling is poorer for their loss. 
  
We will be running the F1D Team Trials again this year.  
It will be at Manningham D.I.S.C. despite the efforts of 
several members to find a better venue.  We are still 
searching for a better Indoor venue for this event in 
future years and would welcome any suggestions for us to 
explore. 
  
This year has been a good year for indoor flying but not 
so much for outdoor.   Our membership has gone up 
slightly after a decline in the previous year.   Our 
financial position remains sound.  
 
We have enjoyed the topics that have become part of our 
meetings and have an active program of new subjects 
listed for the coming year.  
 
In conclusion I would like to thank the committee for all 
their work on behalf of the society throughout the year.  

 
Darien Cassidy  

Paul Butler  
pgbrol6b@tpg.com.au 

 
GENERAL MEETING 2nd JULY 2013  
 
Meeting Commenced At: 8-10pm  
 
1.   PRESENT:  
 D.Cassidy, S.O'Connor, P. Butler, M.Glaister,  
 C. Parker, J. Fullarton, R. Neve, P. Griffith, 
  D.Boughton, T. Denyer  
 
2.   VISITORS:  
  Vin Morgan  
 
3.   APOLOGIES:  
 D. Sutherland  
 
4.   MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  
 Were not available.  
 
5.   MATTERS ARISING: 
  None  
 
6.   SECRETARY/ TREASURER'S REPORT:  
 
      Cash in hand: $12.90, Cash at bank: $1787.09,  
 Total: 1799.99. Estimated stock value: $174.85  

 
Acceptance moved: M.Glaister, seconded:  
D.Boughton. Carried.  
 
MATTERS ARISING: 
None  

 
8.   REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING: 

S.O'Connor provided a verbal outline of what was 
discussed at the meeting.  
 

9.   GENERAL BUSINESS:  
 
Meeting Topics :  
 
July                  F1Q, experiments by M.Glaister 

  
August              Open Rubber Models (invited guests) 

  
September         Helical Pitch - what is it? - Is it 

     desirable?  
 

October            Peanuts & Pistachios  
 
November          Building With Carbon  
 
December          Show & Tell  
 
February           Fly a Model at the meeting  
 
March               Indoor kits, US, UK, European  
 
April                 Balsa selection  
 
Contest Reports: Reduced scale Wakefield and 
Arthur Smith Trophy. Vin Morgan reported on the 



Page 4 of 4 

recent State Championships for Outdoor Scale.  
 
Suggestions for meeting topics: Building wings using 
the S.O'Connor method was suggested by M.Glaister.  
 
Other General Business: J.Fullarton suggested we 
should investigate the indoor venue at Kermeen St 
Sunshine. D.Boughton reported that he had spoken to 
a representative of the Moorabbin Town Hall. 
D.Cassidy suggested that Don have further 
discussions about fees etc.  
 
10. NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING:  
8.00p.m.Thursday, 25th. July 2013   at 59 Roseneath 
Street, Clifton Hill  
 
Meeting Closed At: 8-30pm  
 

Paul Butler  
pgbrol6b@tpg.com.au 

 
Eynesbury, Tuesday 9–7-13 

 Amazingly, five intrepid souls ventured out on a crisp 
but beautiful day to fly a few outdoor models, have a chat 
and just enjoy a bit of winter sun. The predicted drift of 
about 4 km/hr did not eventuate, models drifting to all 
points of the compass with several flights almost up-and-
down. 

Vin and Leigh, taking time from their busy packing 
prior to their imminent departure for the World Champs 
at Poitou, took advantage of the day for a bit of practice 
– Leigh put in a couple of flights with her F1B before 
assisting Vin in launching his F1A  (Vin had been polishing 
his tow and launch techniques in Royal Park when 
conditions allowed, but due to the limited space, had to 
R/C D/T almost immediately after release – not so at 
Eynesbury) 

Col Collyer arrived slightly after the rest of us with 
his Open Rubber models, two “ShawThings” and his Fly-
Off model (Col, unaware of the change of venue, had gone 
to the previous location some 6 km to the south) 

With Leigh and Vin busy with F1A practice and Col 
assembling his Open models, Sean and I got going on 
trimming P30’s and generally mucking about with my F1Q 
and he his Mick Farthing lightweight. 

After a chancy 3-second flight with the F1Q, I set 
about making the D/T mechanism “more reliable”. My 
mucking about with the “Heath-Robinsonish” mechanism 
resulted in me breaking the bloody thing, ending F1Q play 
for the day. 

Meanwhile, Col got the big Fly-Off O/R model into 
the air – graceful climb and an almost two-minute motor 
run saw the model at an easy max height and it looked as 
though it was going to easily exceed 5+ minutes. However 
shortly after prop-fold, the model entered a patch of 
sinking air, which quickly terminated an otherwise 
promising flight. 

Sean’s tubular fuselage “Quattro Gusti” gave a few 
problems, mainly with regard to the new and ingenious 
prop drive and freewheel mechanism, (spring too strong) 
which caused him to have to revert to the old drive-dog 
method. He persisted with this for a while but decided to 
shelve trying to trim the model, as it was a bit tail-heavy 

and he wanted to move the rear peg forward a little to 
compensate for the tail-heaviness – not a mod to be 
attempted in the field (The new freewheel mechanism 
looks very sneaky and once sorted out will permit the use 
of tensioned motors – I’ll copy it!) 

With the F1Q U/S and the Dixie having fuel 
problems (still) I started trimming out my “Quattro 
Gusti” P30; this proved to be a satisfying experience. 
During the State Champs at Springhurst, I suspected 
that I had too much downthrust built into the model, but 
in the rush of the last day of the contest had no time to 
muck about with it - things were different and more 
relaxed at Eynesbury. With downthrust reduced to 2o  
(Previously 4o) the model was now climbing on the “burst” 
rather than doing a fast low level lap as had happened at 
Springhurst, and with the addition of a small amount of 
right sidethrust, the model shot away into a pretty 
strong thermal D/Ting at 2:10 (PST timers are precise) 
It then became a contest between the Thermal and Isaac 
Newton as to which way the model was heading – 
fortunately after a few anxious seconds Isaac won. 
 Col Collyer also gave both of his “Shaw Thing” O/R 
models an airing and, like his fly-off model, were quite 
impressive to watch in the air. I don’t know why he 
bothers with the F/O model; the “Shaw Things” seemed 
to outperform the F/O model easily and are more robust. 
 Sean having packed away the P30, was by now busy 
flying his “Mick Farthing” lightweight – this model is a 
very reliable and outstanding performer, a real threat in 
any Vintage contest, and with a vintage date of ’42, earns 
a 28-second bonus every flight (not that it needs it) 
 After what appeared to be a successful practice 
session, Vin and Leigh departed around midday and 
shortly thereafter; the remaining flyers decided they too 
had had enough, leaving Eynesbury at around 1 p.m. with 
everyone happy with the day. 
   

Victorian Scale Championships 30-06-13 
 Report by Vin Morgan 

 

Gary Odgers with his SE 5A and Gannet 
 
The Victorian State Championships for Scale were 

held at the Westcoast Soarers Leopold field on Sunday 
June 30.  
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Fred Roberts organized the day. Four competitors 
turned up with ten models. The models were all of a high 
standard. Judges Peter Greenhill and Vin Morgan 
pondered for some time over the criteria: general, 
fidelity, colour, detail, workmanship and flight. 

The day was fine and reasonably calm early, 
however, as predicted, the wind rapidly became 
stronger. The best flights were naturally made early and  

 
recalcitrant motors led to late flights in a bit too 

much wind for scale models. The best flight was Mike 
Hardy’s Blackburn Monoplane (do monoplanes fly 
better??). Gary Sunderland’s DH4 looked good with lots 
of detail but the flight, which started well, ended in a 
tight right turn and a lot of damage on impact. His Avro 
- Duigan made a long if slightly stally flight in the wind, 
which ended in the lake at the far end of the field. The 
wind blew it across to the other side where it was 
recovered undamaged. Gary said it was in better shape 
than after a normal landing which usually knocks the U/C 
back. Unfortunately the model spent quite a lot of time 
in the lake so it missed static judging. 

Gary Odger’s Glostershire Gannet received a good 
static score but its flight was not so good and ended 
with minor damage. Mike Hardy played safe and didn’t 
fly the Avro Avis. 

Fred Roberts Avro 504 flies well. Its flight score 
elevated it to 3rd place. 
It was a nice day. We should do it again. 
 
Results and some of the good pictures taken by 
Westcoast Soarers member John Hill (thanks John) are 
attached. 

Vin 

 

Fred Roberts’ Avro 504 

Jack North’s 1949 Wakefield 

With a span dictated by the dimensions of his model 
box (Jack’s means of transport at that time was by 
motorbike, the model box strapped to his back), Jack’s 
design is of very low aspect ratio and of simple design. It 
was purposely so as, with the idea of D/T’s still in infancy, 
the model could be replaced with very little expenditure 
of time money or effort.  

When compared to the models of Ron Waring and Bob 
Copland, Jack’s model borders on the simplistic, and in 
terms of performance, none of the three could compare 
with the ’49 Australian models of Fullarton, Lim Joon or 
Gregory. (Jim Fullarton’s and especially Allan Lim Joon’s 

’49 models are the models of choice for Vintage contests 
in the UK). Jack North, who flew proxy for Jim in the ’49 
Wakefield, wrote to Jim after the contest, proffering 
his opinion that the Australian models were the best 
there – beaten by the weather. 

I drew this plan from the original Jack North 
sketches, which were loaned to me by Devon Sutcliffe, 
(and will shortly be returned, Devon) aided by a plan in 
“Flying North”, a book written as a tribute to Jack by 
Martin Dilly (the plan in the book is wrong in several 
minor details). 

 
Phil Ball’s “Waif”  
When the BMFA restricted the weight of rubber 

allowable in “Open” contest models, principally in reaction 
to Phil’s 600 sq. in monster and Dave Hipperson’s SST, 
Phil set about designing a smaller model to meet the new 
requirements. He settled on an Eddie Black design of the 
‘60’s, the “Urchin”. Phil’s model is largely a redesign of 
the “Urchin”, hence the name,  “Waif”. 

The Waif is only slightly larger in area than a 
Wakefield (20 Sq. Dm cf 19 Sq. Dm.) but at 77 gm., 
barely a third of the weight of a modern Wake. Coupled 
to this, with a motor of 50gm, 66% more than a Wake, 
The performance potential is easy to appreciate. Your 
Editor was so impressed with this design that he has just 
completed one for the forthcoming Nationals.  

Unfortunately, I’m not the first in Australia to 
appreciate Phil’s design, as Albert Fathers in Queensland 
has been campaigning one for a considerable period of 
time. 

 
Your Editor’s “Waif” 

 As always, I “embellished” the design with Warren 
Truss stiffening in the wing tailplane and fin. This has 
added slightly to the finished weight of the model and it 
is now a little over 80gm. (covered). I did this as I  had 
intended to (and did) cover it with dyed Mylar (that’s 
another story) I have reservations about the wing section 
though, and if time permits, will build another wing using 
the Matherat aerofoil as used by Sean on the SOCoupe 
and “Quattro Gusti” designs. My model is also fitted with 
VIT and fin, and with no rubber restrictions in Australia, 
will pack about 80gm of rubber in. Almost back to the 
80gm, Wake rules! Several modifications to Phil’s design 
are incorporated in the plan, the most notabe being the 
alternative Matherat wing aerofoil. Apart from that, the 
design is as it appeared in FFQ 
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0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 INCHES

12 Strands of 1 4" x 124" - 4 oz. 

12.92 Sq. Dm. (200.33 Sq. in.)

4.55 Sq. Dm. (70.48 Sq. in.)

457 x 608 mm. (18" x 24")

1016 mm. (40") - 976 mm. (3812") Proj.

864 mm. (34")

MOTOR:
 

PROJ. WING AREA:

TAILPLANE AREA:

PROPELLER:

WINGSPAN:

OVERALL LENGTH:

1
19
32

6
3
8

2
5
8

5
8

5
8

2
1
2

1
1
16

R.J (Jack) North's 1949 
Wakefield

Two Blades - Wire Hub

112" Diam. Wheels

18 S.W.G. Piano Wire

20 S.W.G. Piano Wire 1
16" x 316" Spruce

1
8" x 18" Hard Longerons

1
8" x 18" Med. Spacers

W1 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 29 Off

S1 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 13 Off

1
8" x 12" Hard

1
8" x 12" Hard

1
8" x 18" Med.

1
8" x 1 4" Hard

1
8" Med. Sheet

1
8" Med. Sheet

1
8" x 516' Hard

1
8" Med. Sheet

1
32" Med. Sheet

1
32" Med. Sheet

1
8" x  18" Hard

Soft Block

Soft Block

3
16" x 1 4" Hard

1
4" x 1 4" Hard - Alt.116" x 1 4" Hard Top and Bottom 

Webbed with 116" Med. - Grain Vertical

W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1W1W1W1W1W1W1W1W1W1W1W1W1W1W1

S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1
S1

S1 S1 S1

 
Jack North’s 1949 Wakefield 

 
 



Page  of 7 

7

 
 

Victorian State Championships Scale - Leopold 30/6/2013 

Place Model Competitor General Fidelity Colour Detail Work Flight Total Comments 

1 Blackburn 
Monoplane 

Mike 
Hardy 

8 8½ 9 7 8 30 70½ Nice model, looks just right. 
Flight of the day 

2 BE2C Gary 
Sunderland 

8½ 8½ 8½ 9 8½ 20 63 Getting old (aren’t we all) but 
still a lot of detail and looks the 
part 

3 Avro 504 Fred 
Roberts 

6½ 8 8 6½ 7½ 25 61½ Nice flight. Fred is promising 
more detail to come. 

4 SE5A Gary 
Odgers 

8½ 8 8 7½ 7½ 20 59½ Nice model. Flew a bit late in 
the wind 

5 Glostershire 
Gannet 

Gary 
Odgers 

7½ 8 8 7½ 8 15 54 Nice model, didn’t like the wind 

6 Avro Avis Mike 
Hardy 

7½ 7 8 6½ 8 - 37 Very nice model. Didn’t fly but 
we felt like scoring it….. 

7 Avro Duigan Gary 
Sunderland 

     25 25 Long flight ended in the lake so 
it missed static judging. Pity, 
would have done well. 

8 Moth Minor Fred 
Roberts 

4 - 5 3½ 6 4 22½ Cute, but that doesn’t count 

9 BA Swallow Gary 
Odgers 

     -  Not flown… 

10 DH4 Gary 
Sunderland 

     -  Flight started well….  Then 
turned right and crashed. 
Considerable damage 
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Mike Hardy’s Blackburn Monoplane 
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Phil Ball's 50gm. Open Rubber Model 
- 2007

Wing Area: 15.0 Sq. Dm. 

Stab. Area: 4.85 Sq. Dm. 

1m
m
 P
ly

10mm Hard

1 mm Ply

2mm Piano Wire

1.5 mm. Brass 
Tube 6 mm. Long

1 mm Hard Forward 
Bearing Support

3°

1.6 x 3.5 Spruce - Top and Bottom

W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W2 W3 W4 W5 W6 W7W1W1W1W1W1W1W1W1W1W2W3W4W5W6W7 W1 W1

3 x 4 Hard

1.6 x 3.5 Hard

Soft Sheet - Full Depth of RibFibre Glass

0°Nom 

Soft Sheet - Full Depth of Rib Fibre Glass

1.6 x 10 Hard

0.8 Med. Gussets

7.5mm Soft 
Sheet

3 x 3 Hard1.5 x 3 Hard

S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1

0.8 Med. 
Gussets

1.5 x 6 Hard

3mm Soft Sheet

1.5 mm Hard

1.5 mm Med. Sheet Pylon

1.5 mm Hard

0.8mm Ply2.5 mm Hard Longerons

1.5 x 2.5 Hard Spacers1.5 x 2.5 Med. Diagonals

Opposite Side  Diagonals

2.5 x 2.5 Hard

2 x 5 Hard

Phil Ball - Original Aerofoil

Georges Matherat Aerofoil

Wobekking Aerofoil

Phil Ball - Original Aerofoil

W1

W1
W7

W7

Wtip

Wtip

R1

R2

R3

R4

R1

R2

R3

R4

R5

R6

R5

R6

25mm Dihedral

125mm Dihedral
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