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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on
the First Tuesday in May (7™) at the Leinster Arms Hotel, Cnr
Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 2C
G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open from 6.00
p.m.

May Topic: Twisting things for model building
Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O'Connor (03) 9481 6607

sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:

Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431

michael.glaister@gmail.com

Competition Calendar. May/June

May Combined mini classes F16, F1H and F1J
Eynesbury Field.
June 1/2  Werribee Wanderers fly-in at Springhurst.

Contact: Col Collyer, Tel: 03 9561 9097
June 8/10 NSW State Champs at Narrandera.

Reduced scale Wakefield and Arthur Smith
Trophy at Manningham DISC.

June 16

Editorial: Sadly, I have to commence this newsletter
with the announcement of the death of Ron Bird, who
passed away on Sunday 21°" of April Ron was well known to
all in the VFFS but perhaps his enduring friendship with
Howard Gostelow is a true measure of the man we have lost
and a telling reminder to us all that we live principally
through our associations with friends and family.

May I, on behalf of all members of the VFFS, extend
our sympathies to Ron's family - his wife Margaret,
daughter Sarah, son Jonathan and to all his other friends.
Howard Gostelow has penned a tribute o Ron.

Jim Fullarton, on behalf of the VFFS, has also paid
tribute to Ron. With Jim's keen interest in the historic
aspects of free flight in Victoria and, of course, in
Australia, he has been able to write a detailed résumé of
Ron's aeromodelling career.

Both tributes are appended immediately below

Ron Bird.

I've known Ron since June 1953 when I joined WPMAC
(West Preston Model Aero Club) and he was a member.
Ron was a very good Free Flight aeromodeller in particular
with power models and rubber models. At the 1956/57
Traralgon Australian Nationals he won both Class 2 and
Class 3 Power Ratio using a model much to his own design.
Wings based on the Alan King Flying Pencil but high thrust
line fuselage. He used the then new OS glow engines, 29
for class 2 and 35 for class 3, simply changing the engines
over for each event in the same model.

He also did well at that Nationals in Wakefield and
gained a place in the 1957 Australian Wakefield team to
travel to the next World Free Flight Championships. He
never made it to the WC as his parents felt it may not be
safe to go as the Hungarian uprising was still going.

Ron also from memory has won the prestigious Shaw
Cup two times over the years. -No mean feat.

Ron was also a very accomplished driver. In the 50s
and '60s when working for Skoda in Melbourne he set 12
hour and 24-hour records at Sandown Park in a Skoda. T
have a vague idea those records may still stand today.

Ron also did two round Australia trials in the 50s and 60s
for Skoda. At one stage they were leading their class,
but in Townsville only a couple of days away from the
finish they broke the crankshaft so that was it.

Ron later on worked for Alfa Romeo, and I can
remember him in the 60s going to Adelaide to pick up an
Alfa TI. A very quick saloon in it's day and still quick
today. He came home from Adelaide to Melbourne in under
6 hours. Try that today. Ron and his family owned several
Alfa’s of all types, but my favourite by far was his beige
Alfa Giulia Super. Going together to a flying meet in the
70s and 80s we often cruised in that car at over 100
miles per hour. Ron was always under full control. I had no
fear driving with Ron.

Ron also loved to snow ski. He was a member of a club
at Hotham, and I went with him at times. We loved to go
for a “fang” together down the slopes. Ron and I several
times went water skiing also, and I can’t remember him
ever falling offt.

Ron never had a bad word for anybody, was always in
work, and provided for his Wife, Daughter and Son at all
times. We in those past 60 years NEVER had a cross
word,

Even though my Wife and I moved north in 1992 Ron
and I always stayed in touch often, either at a flying meet,
on the phone, email or text. I'm going to miss you a lot Ron.

Rest in peace old buddly,
Howard Gostelow.
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The Late Ron Bird
A Tribute by Jim Fullarton

With the death of Ron Bird, the VFFS has lost one of
its most valued members. Ron had been suffering some
health problems in recent years, but had been seen to be
making a good recovery when he received the devastating
news that although a non-smoker, he was suffering from an
untreatable form of lung cancer, and the end came in
Warringal hospital on April 22

Ron started to make his mark as a keen and very
capable young free flighter in the early 50's, winning the
Nordic and FAT sailplane classes in the 1953 State
Championships.

In the 7" Nationals at Toowoomba in'53 - ‘54 he took a
first in the FAIL event and a second in Nordic, and at the
Mallala meeting the following year he had added Wakefield
and power to his repertoire with a second in the wake and a
third in FAI power As a result of this performance, his
mode/ was included in the Australian Wakefield team which
was sent over to the World event in Germany, though as it
turned out, the proxy-flown models did not stand much
chance against the Continental experts.

It was at the ninth Nats that Ron really distinguished
himself, with wins in class IT Power, Wakefield and Jetex, a
second in FAI Power and a third in Nordic glider. A
performance, which earned him the title of "Champion of
Champions”.

His final Nationals appearance was at the next meeting
in Tasmania, where he walked of f with both the Class IT
and Class ITI power events using the same high thrust-line
model, with the motors being switched from a 29 to a 35
(both O0.5.)

After this, he turned his attention to motor sport, and
it was not long before he made his mark there. Ron’s
father, Roy, had the agency for Skoda cars; and it was with
of these Ron drove around the Sandown track for 24 hours
tfo set a record that might still stand. With his keen
technical ability, Ron took to the digital age like a duck to
water, and was usually to be seen with his favourite Laptop
slung under his arm. He gave the first demonstration of the
then new Mobile phone that I had ever seen by calling up
his wife from the middle of the flying field at Werribee.

In recent years, Ron's free flight interest turned more
tfo the administrative side and he did sterling work in
organising several successtful meetings that were held in
the Marong area. He served several terms as president of
the free Flight Society, and had a long-standing connection
fo the VMAA as Free Flight representative.

Ron is survived by his wife, Margaret, his daughter
Sarah, his son Jonathan, his sister Marg. Baker and his
brother Ken. To them we offer our sincere condolences. He
will be sadly missed by all who new him.

Jim Fullarton

In continuation of the Editorial, the month of May and
early June is generally the calmest time of the year in
these latitudes, and so it is hoped that we can get a few
outdoor days in before the weather becomes too cold and
wet. To this end, our Treasurer/Secretary/C/D will be
endeavouring to conduct several contests, perhaps on the
same day, when and if the weather cooperates. These may

be called at short notice, possibly mid-week. So, if you want
an all-too-rare outdoor experience, keep your appointments
to a minimum. (Actually cancel them as nothing is as good as
flying)

This month we have articles by Paul Butler on splitting
bamboo, Don Boughton on his Montplasir Wake, a short
article about the rebuilding of my "Drifter”, and, thanks to

"W

Devon Sutcliffe, a plan of Ted Evans’ "The Clipper”

General Meeting April 2nd, 2013

Start: 8.05pm

Present. N. MclLeod, S. O'Connor, D. Boughton, R. Neve,
P. Butler, M. Glaister

Visitors.  Nil

Apologies:. D. Cassidy, J. Fullarton

Minutes of Last Meeting. Not discussed.

Secretary/Treasurer Report:

Correspondence In.
Minutes of the VMAA meeting, distributed to members by
email.

Correspondence Qut:
Emails to D.I.S.C. Management in an attempt to clarify our
booking for 2013, post June 30th.

Current Assets.
Total Liquid Assets- $1969.95 comprised of Cash-
$119.90, Bank- $1850.05. Estimated Stock Value- $207.85

Membership:
Unchanged from last month.

Report on Last Committee Meeting:
Not discussed.

General Business:

Meeting Topics:

May  Twisting things for model building.

June FI1Q experiments by M. Glaister

August P-20 models

F1D Team Trials Venue:

P. Butler contacted the City of Heidelberg offices to
enquire about hire of the Heidelberg Town Hall and
reported to the VFFS Committee that costs were
prohibitive; $3000 for hire and a possible $2000+ charge
for recovering models from the roof structure.

S. O'Connor investigated the Balwyn Sports Centre and
found it to be unsuitable because it has exposed Warren
Truss girders supporting the ceiling.
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Contest Reports:
M. Glaister and D. Boughton told us about their

experiences at the recent State Championships held at
Springhurst. Details are available in the April 2013 issue
of Flypaper.

Other Business.

Montmorency:

P. Butler spoke about the indoor free flight venue in
Montmorency.

Suitability.

The space is a single basketball court sports hall. The
available height below all obstructions is OK for sport type
models but high performance types, like F1D, risk getting
stuck on the many obstructions. Jim Fullarton's F1D got
stuck once and we managed to get it down without damage
but we may not always be so lucky.

The risk of hanging is constant and more-or-less like
similar dangers at the Men's Shed Indoor Aviation venue
at Waverly. The Sandringham Youth Centre (Hampton) and
D.I.S.C. are better in this respect.

Limitations on Models:

The maximum acceptable weight will be 30 grams and
the organiser (meaning P. Butler) reserves the right o ban
or restrict the operation of a particular model on the
basis of potential danger to participants and their models.
Model weights less than 30 grams are preferred together
with low wing loadings.

There will be no competition events although
participants are welcome to test and trim their
competition models. Extremely long flights may be limited
by decree if they impinge on the time and space available
to other participants.

There will be no flying of:

* Remote control fixed or rotary wing
(helicopters) model aircraft

* Around the Pole (RTP)

* Control line models

Electric powered free flight models will be
permitted provided they comply with the already
mentioned restrictions.

The aim of the Monty Group is to pursue the
gentle and gentlemanly (or gentlewomanly) art of
flying indoor free flight models.

Ranking of Free Flight Models:

The methodology for ranking indoor free flight models
has been tried and seems to be a reasonable way of
controlling flying activities to minimize danger to persons
and property. There is no need fo continue using this
methodology at Montmorency at present. The work is done
and can be implemented at any VFFS venue if there is a
need.

The work was done because there was continual hand
wringing and gnashing of teeth about the model flying
environment at Sandringham. That problem seems to have
gone away.

Meeting Concluded At. circa 8.45pm

Next Committee Meeting: Thursday 18th April

Presentation by Ron Neve

Ron came armed with a whole truckload of small balsa
wood models, many of which were made by young
participants in his model building workshops.
Ron told us about his personal history as a schoolteacher,
and eventually a pilot for Singapore Airlines and how his
extracurricular activities of introducing people young and
old to aeromodelling became enmeshed with his ‘day’ jobs.
He explained how he arrived at solutions for problems
such as handling glues, knives and so on while guiding his
students in the use of these items without accident or
injury.

Ron’s presentation was enjoyed by all present and it is
a shame that our normal compliment of meeting attendees
were hot able to be there.

Postscript
This is my last set of meeting minutes. T am sure the

Committee will welcome a replacement scribe who can
continue keeping VFFS members informed.
Paul Butler

(The following article first appeared in FFOU - a few
errors in the original text have been expunged - £d)

GEARED RUBBER MODEL by Don

Boughton

Cliff Montplasir flew a long fuselage model at the
1952 World champs where the Swedes won again with a
geared model. Joe Bilgri showed the way with his "Drifter”
carrying 60zs(170gm) of rubber that would have needed a
looong body in a single skein. Montplasir had the best
looking of the long type, so I started searching for his '53
Wake. Trevor Boundy sent a plan from the Ziac Year book
but this turned out to be an 80gm bitza. Mike Glaister
then emailed Devon Suttcliffe in New Zealand who had a
copy of Montplasir's original drawings and sketches plus
other details of the model. Mike then drew his usual good
plan, which appeared in the July 2011 Flypaper.

Gears were hard to obmi until I was directed to
the R/C car department of the Hobbyman store in
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Dandenong. They were described as hard Teflon pinion 48p
41t in a packet for the Miwa Hobby Co. in Nagoya, Japan.
A few further enquires tracked them to 3 Racing, South
Korea or GPM Racing Hong Kong. I lightened the gears by
5 holes of 5.5 diameter and the boss on one side can be
removed. Unfortunately the shaft hole is 3.12mm, (1/8")
which can be overcome by sleeving with a mixture of
imperial and metric tubes if you do not have a lathe. The
Miwa Catalogue number for these gears is Special MH8-
391

T have not fully wound the two motors yet but the
teeth seem wide and strong enough to take the projected
1400 turns. They are noisy in operation with bursts of
activity as the bottom motor over-torques the top motor.
My set-up was made by eye so more accurate machining
would be smoother. The model is quite attractive in
comparison to the Swedish designs, with tapered wing tips
and tailplane which is also anhederaled plus tip plates. Test
flights at the local park were promising as turns were hand
wound. When flown at the S.A. State Champs at
Springhurst, a collision with a rock destroyed the prop
shaft and nose bushings but it did not show the expected
climb when a winder was used. More detail and description
of Montplasir's model is available in September 2010
FLYPAPER

THE "DRIFTER" ARISES - AGAIN

Following on from Don's article above, the only
other geared model that to my knowledge is in existence
today in Australia is my own "Drifter”. So, staying with the
theme of geared and grossly overweight Wakes, a
description of the rebuild of the "Drifter” follows:

With it's two motors totaling some 200gm. of
rubber, the "Drifter” weighed in at over 300gm (10+ o0z.).
It felt heavy and had a less than inspiring glide. Following
its near demise at the State Champs at Springhurst, I

initially thought it was gone forever, but a closer
inspection of the wreckage caused me to think again - it
was repairable!

The “Drifter” - back together and re-covered

My first task in this endeavor was to splice new
lengths of 3x3 spruce to the existing stubs of fuselage
longerons and, working forward from the area of the
motor anchorage, replace the diagonal spacers all the way
to the nose. This task was easy but tedious and while doing
so I thought I would refine the nose a little so I could fit
the pristine but 50-odd year old hand-carved Japanese
propeller donated to the cause by Roy Summersby (the
main difficulty which prevented this before was that the
blade fold hinges on this propeller were 30mm apart
compc;’r'e o ‘rhe original Bilgri design of ~50mm)
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The (very) neat fold of the new (old) propeller

This change make the use of gears a bit problematic
as the marginally narrower nose and the twin motors do
not permit the use of my current blast tube and I will
never wind without one again! With that in mind, I began
to reconsider a suggestion from Sean O'Connor to use a
single 24-strand motor and a much more secure prop -
motor attachment, namely Sean's SOCHOFCOL hook. (See
below).

My next task was relatively trivial, the restoration of
the wing and tailplane. This was completed in only a few
hours and then I was ready for covering. While at
Springhurst, T became acutely aware of the vulnerability
of heat-embrittled Esaki tissue, and decided to try the
tissue-over-Mylar technique (See Mike Woodhouse's
article in the Aeromodeller, Volume 63, Issue 751) This
turned out to be much easier than expected, the tissue
can be “flowed" onto the Mylar with a 25%/75% dope-
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thinners mixture, the tissue being easily positioned as the
dope dries much more slowly with the Mylar backing. Even
better, the tissue can then be water-shrunk in the usual
way (lick down the edges with a stronger dope mixture
though).

\\%J
\
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SOCHOFCOL Hook with "T” (Rubber) Hook Attached
The end result of all of this is a much lighter (203gm.)
and more robust model than previously and, being some 3%
0z. (100gm.) lighter, a much better glide. The model in it's
current reincarnation should be O.K. for both Open and
Vintage contests, but I will eventually replace it with a

purpose-built Open model with larger wings (lower wing
loading) - Ed.

SPLITTING BAMBOO by- Paul Butler

A short while back a fellow Hip Pocket Aeronautics
member and I began a conversation about our respective
methods for making 'wire’ spoked wheels. When that topic
was exhausted he suggested I put my mind to the problem
of splitting bamboo down to small cross-sections to be
used as struts and so on.

That problem was already on my short list of things to
do, and thinking about it kept me awake at nights so the
only thing to do was to take action. In the past I tried
splitting bamboo BBQ skewers with a modelling knife but
the success rate was very low. It is vital that the piece of
bamboo is being split into nearly equal halves, particularly
for smallish sections, otherwise the sideways splitting
force exceeds the shear strength of the smaller split
prece. Eventually a limit is reached because it is very
difficult to start a blade exactly paralle/ with the grain of
the bamboo so the blade runs off to one side, exiting from
the edge of the bamboo.

Apparently other people have had success with a
modelling knife but the type of bamboo they were splitting
is not readily available here.

I tried clamping various blades in my bench vice until T
found one that seemed to do the job BUTIT WAS VERY
DANGEROUS. Sooner or later I would be the proud owner
of an ‘easy open' hand, my solution to the problem follows:

Initially I was considering a circular device with a
central blade(s) similar in concept to the tools used by
people who split bamboo pools into quarters for various
purposes. That idea was discarded because of the
difficulty in dealing with inconsistencies in the diameter of
bamboo BBQ skewers and also because I would need to
purchase a lot of expensive Number Series drills that I
may never use again. Something with a Vee groove and a
central blade was the way to go.

Contemplating the prospect of butchering an innocent
prlece of aluminium to achieve my ends was somewhat

o
]

unattractive but eventually I remembered, I had some
remnants of a roadside barrier system in my scrap metal
box that might be suitable, (and they were).

Two ‘clamping blocks were made from the barrier
system (above), drilled and tapped for safety guards and
guide pins (4BA screws,). The 4BA screws are a sliding fit
in 9/64" holes in one block and screw into tapped holes of
the other. The safety guards are 12 x 12 x 3 mm aluminium
angle fixed to the clamping blocks with M3 screws. The
guards are arranged so that their clamping face is flush
with the clamping face of their respective block.

The approximate position of the splitting blade is
shown above prior fo_assembly of the clamping blocks

- i

Y COATED BLADES

The splitting blade of choice. The blades are normally
available from ‘'hair dresser’ suppliers and are used in a
hair styler (a comb with a blade). These blades are 0.009-
0.010" thick and a bit less that 1/2" wide (12mm) when
pulled apart.

My experiments indicated that something needed to
be done to accommodate the expansion of the split pieces
(because of the blade thickness) and also to restrain the
split pieces so that they could not curl and possibly break.
A step in the vee groove seemed the best option and a
single layer of PVC electrical tape (on each flank of the
vee groove) is a simple and adeguate solution (shown
below). The angled position of the splitting blade forces
the bamboo into the vee groove and keeps the split ends
pressed against the bare flanks of the groove.
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The end of the PVC tape should be about 4 - 6mm
from the splitting edge of the blade as the split in the
bamboo advances about 4 mm in front of the blade.

Above, the two blocks are brought fogether and
(below) the pressure plates needed to keep the bamboo
central in the vee groove.

The thicker of the two is 3 mm while the thinner (part
of a door hinge) is 1.5 mm - both are needed. The included
angle of the vee groove is 90°,

The assembly is shown below, clamped in my bench
vice. The blade is restrained from sideways movement by
the two guards and is held in place by the clamping
pressure of the vice on the two blocks

A spacer washer is also needed at the other end and I
discovered that Australian Pensioner cards are the right
thickness.

The next image (below) shows how a pressure plate is
used to keep the skewer in the vee groove.

The split bamboo emerging past the splitter blade is
shown below. At this point I recommend you hold the split
ends together with two fingers and pull the remainder of
the skewer past the blade.

I have found it possible to split a 3 mm diameter
skewer into eight segments but the grain must be aligned
appropriately - four segments are easy. The bamboo splits
could be used as they are for internal reinforcement
purposes but circular cross-sections are also desirable.
For this, a draw/havin dlie is needed (below)

This may be obtained from either MicroMark (the
larger example) and Byrnes Model Machines - there may
be other sources.. For MicroMark see:

http://www.micromark.com/jewelers-draw-plate 6942 htm/
and for Byrnes:
http.//www.byrnesmodelmachines.com/drawplatel htm/
Typical results are shown above. The lighter colour
examples were made by the process described. The darker
examples are from earlier methods. They are the outcome
of a Jot of work and a very low success rate.

The last image shows it is possible to get very small
cross-sections when the grain is favourable
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Paul

TED EVANS' "THE CLIPPER"

This month's plan is that of Ted Evans' "Clipper” design
which sits midway between the 1948 "Jaguar” and the
1950 “Vansteed", both in time and in constructional
methods.

Ted was well aware of the deficiencies in the “Jaguar”
design, both structurally and aerodynamically, in particular
its propensity to roll onto its back during the climb, this
was especially evident in strong winds. To address this,
Ted came up with the "Clipper” - visually very different
but similar structurally to the Jag, with design
refinements to its wing o fuselage fixing method and
sporting a tip-up tailplane D/T system. Considering the
early '49 date for this model, Ted must have been the
first, or certainly one of the first modelers in 6.B. to use
this now-universal system.

Apart from the above mentioned features Ted had, in
the "Clipper" design, eliminated the U/C per se and
replaced it with wire skid(s)

Detail construction followed the usual Evans line - Ted
never did anything that was simple, he preferred the more
complicated approach in an endeavor to save weight
wherever possible. This approach found its ultimate
expression in the horrendously complex "Vansteed" one
year later, where, when flown in the 1950 Wakefield Cup
contest at JamiJarvi, Finland, Ted came second to Arne
Elilla.

Inall, "The Clipper” is a relatively straightforward
model to build if you discount the cabin area, which must
be assembled in "mid-air". If anyone were to build this
model, T would suggest that something more than the
rudimentary cardboard incidence jig shown on the plan
might be necessary to accurately build the cabin area.

When the ambulance pulled alongside, it wa:
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