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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on
the First Tuesday in October (1*') at the Leinster Arms Hotel,
Cnr Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference
2C 66.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open
from 6.00 p.m.

October Topic: Peanuts & Pistachios

Contacts:
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Sean O'Connor 59 Roseneath St.
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au
Editor:
Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431

michael.glaister@gmail.com
Competition Calendar. October/November

October 20 Indoor State Champs for Peanut
Scale and CLG-VFFS Champs for
Open Scale

October 26-27 Springhurst Fly-In (WW).
November Outdoor events at Eynesbury as

the weather dictates

Editorial: Following the excitement of Roy's well-
deserved victory in F1C at the recent World
Championships, things have died down a bit on the home
front - no comps, no fun-flys - very boring. Some welcome
news came through about the Nationals though. After a
brief visit to Springhurst and beyond, Col Collyer, FF
representative on the VMAA Committee, talked to both
Kevin McMahon and the new owner of the Springhurst
property (don't as yet know his name). The outcome of
this diplomatic mission is that the new owner is happy to
host the Nats FF competitions at the Springhurst site.

I had had a chat with Col down at the VARMS field
on the day prior to his departure where, amidst the din
of the rain on the corrugated iron roof, we discussed
arrangements both personal (how many old farts can you
shoe-horn into a single 4-bunk cabin at the Chiltern
Caravan park) and strategic (the on-going availability of
Springhurst now and into the future). While there, I also
collected some remnants of Neil McLeod's Aeromodelling
bequest, which amounted to left-overs that VARMS did
not want, which was mostly a lot of copier-enlarged plans.
I did find one gem amongst the rubble however, a plan of
Silvio Lanfranchi's and Arthur Collinson’s “Swiss Miss”, a

very large photocopy of the original Aeromodeller plan (I
don't think Neil, being a thrifty Scot, ever actually
bought an original plan) As this particular model is the
one Roy has been campaigning very successfully with in
Vintage, albeit with a Rothwell Tiger, I have sequestered
the plan for a future issue of Flypaper. This month you
will have to put up with Mike Gaster's "Gastove Mk XVI"
and Jim Fullarton's helicopter (I hate helicopters)

To change the subject slightly, the VFFS will be
conducting an F1D Team Trial at Doncaster Indoor Sports
Centre, Manningham on the 24™ of November. As we hope
for a good roll-up, of contestants and as the trial will be
conducted strictly in accordance with FAI rules we will be
in desperate need of timekeepers (two per flight) and
good flights last for nearly 20 minutes!

GENERAL MEETING 3-09-2013
Meeting Commenced At: 8-12pm

1. PRESENT:
D. Cassidy, S. O'Connor, P. Butler, M. Glaister,
C. Parker, J. Fullarton, R. Neve, D. Boughton,
T. Denyer, D. Sutherland

2. VISITORS:
Frank Grassham

3. APOLOGIES:
P. Griffith

4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:
As published in Flypaper.

Acceptance moved: T. Denyer, seconded: C. Parker.
carried.

Matters Arising: None

5. SECRETARY/ TREASURER,S REPORT:

Correspondence in.
C/L News, email from Joe Finocchiaro re: 2014
calendar.

Correspondence Out.

Cash in hand: $ 95,90,
Cash at bank:  $ 2194.62,
Total: $ 2290.52,

Est. stock value: $192
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Membership:
14 members, (13 full & 1 part), 5 Flypaper

subscribers
(New membership application form is in the works)

Acceptance moved: S. Q'Connor, seconded:
R. Neve. carried.

Matters Arising: None

6. REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING
Briefly outlined by D. Cassidy.

7. GENERAL BUSINESS:

Meeting Topics:

September Helical Pitch
October Peanuts & Pistachios
November Building With Carbon
December Show & Tell p/usR. Neve's indoor
kit models for the February
meeting
February Fly a Model at the meeting
March Indoor kits, American, British,
European
April Balsa selection
May Building wings using the S. O'Connor
Method
June ?2?7?
July AG.M.
August Trimming power models

6rand End of Year Scale Day:

2" December at Sandringham. The allowed
maximum weight of the models, including rubber, will be
30 grams. Everything else remains the same as previous
years

Contest & Flying Reports:
World Championships results were discussed.

Moorabbin Town Hall:

D. Boughton has not been able to speak with the
management about hiring the space for the F1D
team trials.

2014 Calendar: Progress on this matter cannot be
finalised until we know what the 2013/2014 fees will
be for D.I.S.C.
Other General Business: None
Meeting Closed At: 8-38 pm
8. NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00p.m.Thursday, 19th. September 2013
at 59 Roseneath Street, Clifton Hill

9. PRESENTATION: Helical Pitch propellers.

Darien Cassidy began the discussion by outlining his
views on the matter, quoting excerpts from John
O'Donnell's recent article in (the new) Aeromodeller
magazine.

Sean O'Connor told us about his 30 year experience
of following the various developments in propeller
design and his own efforts in prop design. The
information that Sean provided o members is too
much for this short report and mostly beyond your
scribe’s level of understanding.

Jim Fullarton used a wire frame model to illustrate
the theoretical path of a helical pitch prop.

Paul Butler
pgbrol6b@tpg.com.au

Springhurst Fly-In October 26 and 27
(The following is an excerpt from the Werribee
Wanderers Newsletter - Thanks Vin)

"This is a reminder about our Fly in on October 26
and 27 at Springhurst. We had thought that this might
have been the last event at McMahon's but just last
week Col went to Springhurst to investigate Nationals
sites and spoke with the new owner of the field. As a
result the 67" Nationals will be flown at Springhurst as
planned. Excellent work by Colin.

McMahon's was first used for the 55" Nationals in
December/January 2001/2. The 67" will be the sixth
Nats to be held there and as well as Nationals the
property has seen twelve Victorian State Championships
(2002 - 2013) and a number of WW fly-ins.

(There is a Nationals program and some info from
Col below).

October 26/27 is also the handover from Kevin to
the new owners. We have spoken with Kevin and he says
it will be all right to fly on that weekend but there are
some restrictions. The main one is that the crop on the
field on the west side of Hughes Road belongs to the
new owner. We cannot walk into the crop so it is not
possible to retrieve models that land in it.

Vin Morgan

Nats news from Col Collyer:

Here is a short note for competitors at the
forthcoming Nationals in Albury.

Firstly, we have spoken to the new owner of the
McMahon's field, and he has given us the OK to use his
field. As the surrounding fields have also changed hands,
we still need to make contact with the new owners.
There are also other fields around but they are not as
user friendly

Now to the events:

Sat Dec 28 Registration (at the field).
Combined % Open (unofficial event).
Any 3 flights fo score, vintage
points apply.

Sun Dec 29 F1C, Open Rubber
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Mon Dec 30 F1A, Vintage Power
INDOOR F1D, FIL, Peanut scale
Tues Dec 31 F1H, F16, Oz Diesel
INDOOR HLG/CLG, Hanger Rat,
Hanger Rat Scramble
Wed Jan 1 F1B, Open Power, NITE SCRAMBLE
(8.30pm at Springhurst F/F Field)
Thurs Jan 2 P30, F1J, Vintage Rubber, Vintage
Glider
Friday Jan 3 Combined % Open flyoff, Scale

(Team Trial), Day Scramble, HLG/
CL6

The first day and the last day will have a social
atmosphere. Maybe then shoot off to watch open
combat!

Normal field rules apply.... leave gates as you find
them.... no smoking on the field (in the car OK, if you
must) and no car retrieves (cars only to enter the field
once per day) Failure to obey these rules may get you
some zero's on your score card.

Events having less than 3 entries (at the cut-off
date of Nov 30 (?)) may be cancelled (or combined where
practical).

Let's make this a good Nats
Colin Collyer
Nationals F/F Co-ordinator
Michael Gaster's "Gastove”

T have been looking for a really good drawing of this
particular model for ages, various three-views were
lacking in detail and varied from one to another and were
otherwise unsuitable for my purpose.

From memory, I knew I had seen a detailed drawing
of this model sometime in the long-distant past, but
couldn't recall where or when. Paul Butler unwittingly
came to my aid when he bequeathed to me a pile of
Model Airplane News magazines, most of which were
fairly recent and therefore had no FF content, but there
were a few much older magazines dating back to the
halcyon days when MAN's were a collectable and very
readable item. So, while perusing the June 1956 edition,
I discovered to my joy, a beautifully drawn and detailed
plan of Mike Gaster's "Gastove Mk. XVI (I think), the
model (design?) with which he won the 1955 World
Championship.

Looking at the structural elements of this model, T
was impressed by the level of detail and intricacy of the
design, all in a quest to build a very light but robust
model. I won't comment further on this model, other
than to say that, to my eye, the "Gastove” is the most
elegant FF power model of it's era, matched only by
Verbitsky's BE18, some 40 years later.

As the design and development were so eloquently
described by Mike Gaster in the original MAN article, it
is reprinted here:

"Toward the end of 1949, I decided to design a
model with considerably higher performance than the
usual "Banshee” or "Slicker”. By using a larger wing area
and by keeping the weight down to about 160z. (456gm),
I estimated that I would not lose anything on the climb,
the performance increase resulting from the slow

thermal catching glide. To improve the glide stil/
further, I decided to use a thin, rather heavily
cambered section of the Benedek family to increase the
maximum lift coefficient and thus reduce the stalling
speed. A thinner version of this same section with less
camber was also used on the 33% tailplane, which was
designed to carry its fair proportion of the load.

The model was built around an ignition Arden 0.199.
The original design was for a fully planked fuselage
combined with a partly cowled motor fitted with a
spinner. However, , on consideration of the weight
involved, I used a tissue covered structure of built-up
diamond sections.

Gastove Mk I came out at 16% oz (469gm) complete
with ignition coil, battery, timer and twin wheels; as can
well be imagined, it was very weak and sloppy. The
performance was quite promising but the model/ was
unfortunately lost on its first day out because of a
faulty timer.

Following Mk I I built three more models of the
same type, all trying to follow the lightweight trend, but
all were too weak and not one reached a contest ina
fully trimmed condition. I decided to sacrifice a little
performance to gain structural rigidity and thus a more
consistent machine. Since the main weakness was the
tissue-covered fuselage, I tried a fully planked model as
I had originally intended. The new mode/ was a success;
it flew well.

The year 1951 proved a very unlucky one for me for,
although I built four fully planked models down to low
weights, getting better and more consistent
performances than before, I lost three before entering
a contest. The remaining ship was my 880 sq. in. Hornet
.60 model which, at 450z (1280gm), was quite a handful
fo trim out.

After only two years, I had managed to get through
10 models with no success at all. After some very careful
thought, I came to the conclusion that, although my
models were capable of putting up the times required,
they did not hold their trim well enough and were thus
too inconsistent. Therefore, the structural stiffness
was increased mainly in the flying surfaces, where more
ribs and spars were added.

When the FAI rules came through, I decided to try
and make one mode/ to these specifications although
college work conflicted. The mode/ turned out to be my
biggest flop for, although it was strong enough to
sustain two seasons of hard flying, its performance was
quite hopeless. I tried four motors of various sizes from
1.5¢c to an Elfin 2.49 in an endeavor to produce a
reasonable climb. The model was than lost.

I realized that one of my larger sized models fitted
with a 2.5cc diesel would be much more suitable for FAT
work but, owing to my yearly exams, I was unable to
finish the first one of a pair unti/ late in 1953. This
model Mk XIII was fitted with an E.D. 2.46 and was my
first model fo be a consistent winner in contests’.

Mike Gaster

Wow! Thirteen models, (actually 16 by the time of the
WCh's) all of the same basic design, in four years while
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Juggling College studies at the same time - that's
dedlication. - Ed.

Jim Fullarton’s “Bigge” Helicopter

From the sublime to the.. At least with this, you don't
need a D/T! it comes down as fast as it goes up!( actually
it doesn't) On second thoughts, where would you fit a
D/T? T'll let Jim explain, I can't.

"When I was in the UK. in 1997, I attended the Euro
Champs at Middle wallop. Amongst the numerous events
at this meeting was one that particularly caught my
attention was a competition for helicopters, which was
won by an American visitor with a design which was
based on one by Wm. R. Bigge which was described in
Frank Zaic's Model Aeronautic Year Book for 1959-61

When I returned to Australia I set to work to make
one with the result illustrated in the accompanying
drawing. The original was an extremely light indoor
version, but mine is a very much beefed up affair for
outdoor use. It goes very well and gets up a good height,
with a duration of about two minutes, though I have not
timed it recently.

In making it, you have to forget the usual practice
of pinning things down flat on the plan, but instead it is
built "in the air” so to speak. To make the rotors you set
up balsa triangles of the appropriate pitch at each tip on
the plan and then lay the leading and trailing edges
across these in "X"” fashion, after which the ribs are
added. To complete the job, you sand inside edges of the
spar to conform to the aerofoil section more or less.
Mine is only single surfaced but I have a feeling that
covering the rotors on both sides might be worth the
extra weight

The motor tube is made from a length of 0.8mm
balsa (or a bit thinner) which is soaked in boiling water
and rolled around a half inch dowel. I't is bandaged with
tape and baked at a bit over 100°C for half an hour or
so, after which the dowel is removed and the join
cemented. The final items are the end plugs which are
removable for winding, and you are ready to take to the
air”

Jim Fullarton

Page 4 of 4



Mike Gaster's
"GASTOVE XVI"

Mike Gaster's 1955 World Championship Winning "6ASTOVE XVI”
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BIGGE Helicopter

Ref: 1959-61 Frank Zaic's Model Aeronautic Year Book

Power: 4 Strands 5" x %24"
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