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 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the First Tuesday in April  (1st) at the Leinster Arms Hotel, Cnr 
Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 2C 

G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open from 
6.00 p.m. 

 

April Topic: Indoor kits, US, British, European. 
 

Contacts: 

 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. April/May 

 
April  Garnham Trophy – first half-

yearly competition – P30 rules 
(3 x 120 sec) 

 Eynesbury field 
April 23 to May 1 AFFS Championships, 

Southern Cross Cup and Kiwi 
Cup (Details in FFDU) 
Narrandera. 

May Combined Mini Classes - F1G, 
F1H, F1J 

 Eynesbury field 
 

Editorial: In the last (March) Flypaper, I asked for 
assistance in identifying that month’s plan. Within an 
hour of e-mailing the edition, I had the answer from two 
different sources, Sean O’Connor and Devon Sutcliffe, 
both identifying it as “La Sorra”, a design by Lee Renaud. 
The design was one of the featured models in Frank 
Zaic’s 1953 Aeronautic Year Book (new I’d seen it 
somewhere before!). My thanks to both gentlemen, nice 
to get such prompt feedback. 
 This month’s newsletter is largely a report on 
the Victorian state championships and I am indebted to 
Vin Morgan for compiling the results and to Mal Campbell 
for the photos. This month’s plan is of a 1950 Wakefield 
by Ray Monks (UK)   

 
  

GENERAL MEETING 4th MARCH 2014 
 
Meeting Commenced At: 8-03 pm 

 
1. PRESENT: D. Cassidy, S. O’Connor, P. Butler, M. 

Glaister, C. Parker, J. Fullarton, D. Boughton, T. 
Denyer, A. Koralagama, R. Neve, P. Griffith 

 
2. VISITORS: Roger Gibbs, Col Collyer, Vin Morgan 
 
3. APOLOGIES: D. Sutherland 
 
4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Were published in 

Flypaper. 
 

Acceptance: 
 Moved:   P. Butler,  
 Seconded:  M. Glaister. 

Carried. 
 
5. MATTERS ARISING: None 
 
6. SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 
Correspondence in: C/L News 
 
Correspondence out: S. O’Connor contacted the 
MAAA regarding any special requirements for 
VFFS having junior members 
    

Finance:  Bank $2183.91, 
Cash  $133.15,  
Total $2317.06.  
Stock: $115.00 (Est.) 

Membership: 
19 members, (16 full & 3 part) 
5 Flypaper subscribers 

 
Acceptance  

Moved:   M. Glaister,  
Seconded:  C. Parker. 

Carried. 
 
7. MATTERS ARISING: Nil 
 
8. REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING: The 

meeting topics were the same as listed in the agenda 
below. 

 
9. GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 

a. Meeting Topics: 
March Indoor kits, U.S., U.K, European. 
April Balsa selection. 
May Sean’s wing building methods. 
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June Mylar covering, M. Glaister. 
August Trimming power models. 

 
b. Amalgamation with the Werribee Wanderers: 

C. Collyer outlined the history of the split in the VFFS 
that happened 10 years ago leading to the formation of 
the Werribee Wanderers.  

The issues that led to the split have now largely 
disappeared over time, so the possibility of combining 
the two groups into one new club is a topic of discussion 
for some people. He also indicated that there are a 
number of very small clubs in Victoria, some containing 
one member, and that the VMAA wants to reduce the 
number of these disparate entities by encouraging 
amalgamation. He proposed a methodology for re-
combining the two Victorian FF groups, the VFFS and 
Werribee Wanderers, as one body for consideration by 
the two committees. 

Vin Morgan expressed the opinion that the benefits 
to existing members of both clubs must be determined 
before any move is made towards amalgamation. He 
pointed out that the two groups are significantly 
different in what they do and he does not see any 
compelling reason to combine. Vin suggested we ‘play’ at 
being amalgamated first to see if it would work. This 
suggestion appealed to many people present. 

D. Cassidy moved the motion that the Werribee 
Wanders be invited to the next VFFS meeting for the 
purpose of discussing a merger. Seconded by M. Glaister.  

Carried 
 
c. Grand End of Year Scale Day: 

Last year the qualifying criteria for models to be 
accepted in the competition was found to be unduly 
harsh and an impromptu committee meeting was held at 
the Sandringham venue which resolved to lift the weight 
restriction from 30g to 60g. This doubling of the weight 
still excluded several excellent potential entries. A 
discussion on the rules for this year resolved that the 
following rules should apply: 

 
i  Models must be FF - all forms of propulsion are 

to be allowed  (with the exception of IC) 
 
ii The Contest Director will have the sole 

discretionary power to restrict or ban models 
that he deems to be unsafe or inappropriate. 

 
Iii Scale flying speed will now be an important 

element of the judging criteria as past 
experience has demonstrated the need for 
another point of separation between models. 

 
d. Working with Children: S. O’Connor has been in 
touch with the MAAA and has sorted out this matter. 
Basically there are no issues about the VFFS having 
junior members. 
 
e. 2014 Calendar and cost of Manningham: 

The VFFS is still waiting for the management body 
of the venue to provide information regarding the 2014 

cost structure. This uncertainty has delayed finalization 
of the 2014 Contest Calendar. 

The dates and activities listed below will be posted 
on the web site but the dates for the DISC venue may 
have to be withdrawn if the invoiced charges are 
assessed as unsustainable. 
 
February 16:  Indoor DISC, General flying day. 
 
March  8-10:  State Championships at Springhurst 

Sat 8: F1B, Open Power, Comb Vintage 
Sun 9: Open rubber (Shaw Cup), P-30, Oz 

diesel 
 Mon 10: F1A, F1C, HLG/CLG 
 
March 23:  Indoor DISC, Reduced scale Wakefield, 

100+13 Arthur Smith Trophy and Living 
Room Stick (LRS) 

 
April:  Garnham Trophy, first half yearly 

comp. P-30 rules [3 x 120 seconds]. 
Eynesbury Field 

 
April 23 - May 1: AFFS Championships,  

Southern Cross Cup and Kiwi Cup 
 Narrandera. (Details in FFDU). 

 
May:  Mini classes F1G, F1H and F1J  

Eynesbury Field. 
 
June 7-8:  NSW State Championships  

Narrandera. 

 
June 15:  Indoor DISC, State Championships for 

F1L and F1D. Also F1M and LRS 

 
August 17:  Indoor DISC, State Championships for 

Bostonian, also Hanger Rat and F1M. 
 
October 19:  Indoor DISC, State Championships for 

Peanut Scale, also Open Scale and 
CLG/HLG. 

 
J. Fullarton suggested we move away from the concept 
of floating outdoor F/F days and list specific days in the 
calendar. S. O’Connor will look into fixing the outdoor 
dates. 
 
 
Other General Business: Nil 
 
 
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING:  8.00p.m.Thursday, 
20th. March 2014 at 59 Roseneath Street, Clifton Hill  
 
Meeting Closed At: 9-04 pm 
 
10. PRESENTATION and OTHER ACTIVITIES: 
 
Indoor kits, American, British, European. 
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Don Boughton brought along a ½ scale Hangar Rat 
and attempted to fly it in the room.(unsuccessfully) 
 

Arjuna Koralagama had an interesting Japanese 
kit of a Cessna 150 (?) that incorporated a gearbox to 
drive the scale sized prop by the rubber motor. 
 

Ron Neve had a box of small rubber power kits of 
American manufacture. He told us about the history of 
the various kit manufacturers and related how he came 
to meet some of the personalities in the history of the 
models. Only one of the kits is in current production 
(Peck) and that may cease shortly because the 
manufacturer (A2Z) will close that part of its business 
in April 2014 if a buyer cannot be found beforehand. 
 

Colin Parker brought along his peanut Lacy but did 
not introduce it to the general discussion. 
 

Mike Glaister brought along one of a pair of A1 
gliders that he had purchased from Ron Bird’s estate. 
The gliders originally belonged to Dave and Vera Lacey 
and were in poor condition at the time of purchase. 

Mike has made extensive repairs to restore it to 
flying condition and is now looking for a couple of scroll 
timers to complete the restoration. 
 
Sealing and Decorating Tengujo Tissue 

Paul Butler demonstrated his technique for sealing 
this type of very lightweight tissue. The tissue is 
normally used in the repair of old books and manuscripts 
so it is relatively unaffected by water and it is porous 
when compared to Esaki or gift wrapping tissue. The 
trick is to seal the tissue without adding excessive 
weight otherwise one may as well Esaki. 

Doping the tissue over an open frame is not 
recommended because the shrinkage can be excessive. 
It may be useful for reinforcing thin sheet balsa but 
Paul has not tried that yet. 

An alternative to dope is various acrylic materials 
such as vinyl floor finish and artist acrylic paint mediums 
or acrylic inks. These materials can be applied to the 
tissue when attached to the open frame but the end 
result may be heavier than doped esaki. 

Paul has tried out many combinations of these 
acrylic with varying degrees of success. The process 
involves coating the tissue while it is lain on a sheet of 
smooth polypropylene plastic. The main issue with this 
technique is that artist grade acrylics are designed to 
stick to the supporting surface, a characteristic we do 
not need because they will stick to the polypropylene and 
pull small holes in the sealed tissue. The tissue is not 
unusable in this state and may be acceptable without 
further sealing but it can be sealed and shrunk a bit 
after it is applied to the balsa framework. Naturally 
further sealing/shrinking coats add to the weight but it 
can still be lighter than un-doped Esaki. Paul’s ‘Observer’ 
Bostonian is an example because no serious effort was 
put into keeping the weight down and the finished tissue 
weight averages at 11gsm 

Many experiments were done and may still be done 
but the current recommendations for the lightest result 

will be explained. The lightest method for colouring the 
tissue is to include food dye in the sealing mixture. This 
may not be a permanent colouring but it also be not be 
any worse than coloured Esaki. 

There is a primary and secondary recommendation 
at present. Neither of these stick to the polypropylene 
backing. 
 
1: Primary Recommendation for a Clear Sealer:  

12.5% Armstrong Vinyl Floor Finish (Gloss), 95% 
mixture of 5% Derivan Matisse Surface Tension Breaker 
(STB) and 95% water 

This is the most water resistant sealer but it can be 
dissolved by alcohol and hydrous ammonia. Coloured 
markers need to be tested before using them on the 
finished tissue. 
 
2: Secondary Recommendation for a Clear Sealer:  

12.5% Derivan Matisse Spreader Medium, 95% 
mixture of 5% Derivan Matisse Surface Tension Breaker 
(STB) & 95% water 

This sealer is not water resistant because the 
Spreader Medium component will readily dissolve. 
Generally it returns to a sealed state if the water 
contact was not excessive but colour bleeding is 
excessive if a water based marker or similar is applied. 

Only one experiment using food dye has been done 
to date: 12.5% Armstrong Vinyl Floor Finish (Gloss), 25% 
Yellow Dye (Queen), 62.5% mixture of 5% Derivan 
Matisse Surface Tension Breaker (STB) & 95% water. 

Food dyes appear to work when the desired colour is 
available or can be mixed from the limited colour range 
available. The proportion of dye added to the mix 
replaces the water mixture component so that the ratio 
between the acrylic resin and the solvents is maintained. 
Many colours used in full sized aircraft will require the 
addition of white somewhere in the process. As said 
before, adding white acrylic to the sealant will cause the 
tissue to stick to the polypropylene backing. Airbrushing 
after covering remains an option. 

White airbrush ready acrylic ink has been tried as 
an addition to the sealant and the result was passed 
through an Epson printer with a satisfactory result. The 
ink must be Epson Durabrite (or equivalent) because it is 
water resistant so it should not bleed if further 
sealing/shrinking is needed. Some Canon inks were water 
resistant in the past but Paul believes HP inks are not 
water resistant. Other brands? 

The tissue is laid on the polypropylene backing and 
the sealant applied with the brush nearly horizontal. The 
idea is to allow capillary action to spread the sealant as 
much as possible. Normal brushing or excessive dragging 
of the brush can tear the tissue while it is wet. A ½” 
brush is the best size and Paul prefers golden sable 
which is actually synthetic. Larger brushes tend to tear 
the tissue. Smaller brushes may be appropriate on some 
circumstances. 

Brushes should be cleaned before the acrylic has 
had time to set. Alcohol will dissolve water based acrylic 
followed by a soap and water wash. Paul prefers Sard 
Wonder Soap but others may be suitable. Various soaps 
and brush cleaners can be purchased from artist 
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material suppliers and they may be needed to recover a 
seriously clogged brush. 
 

Victorian State Championships 09 – 11 March 

 To begin, my thanks to Vin Morgan who collated the 
following results. At times I thought that there was no 
C/D in attendance.  

Friday was a travelling day for most people, but on 
diverting to Fischer Field en route to Chiltern, I was 
pleasantly surprised to see that most of the interstate 
competitors were already in attendance and were taking 
advantage of the benign conditions – best of the 
weekend - to trim and practice. Amongst this lot were 
some Victorians, Gary Odgers, Richard Blackam and 
Craig Hemsworth, but the real and most welcome 
surprise was to see Adrian Bryant amongst the 
Queensland contingent. Mal Campbell introduced me to 
Adrian and I spent a bit of time chatting to him.  

I found Adrian to be a most charming and witty 
person. It is a great pity that the ravages of time have 
forced him to most reluctantly abandon competition FF, 
but he still retains a strong interest in the activities of 
others – so strong that he was prepared to make the 
long journey south to lend moral support to his fellow 
Queenslanders. Mal Campbell and Albert Fathers.  

As most of the contestants were staying in Chiltern 
or its near environs, we all re-assembled at the “Black 
Dog” restaurant a little later 

Saturday was the first scheduled day of 
competition and as it was F1B, Open Power and Combined 
Vintage day, a full programme was envisaged. Early 
morning conditions were perfect, with light and variable 
drift to the SW of less than 1 m/s. These conditions 
persisted until around 10am at which time the predicted 
strong wind 
from the 
north set in, 
making it very 
uncomfortabl
e for all to 
the point of 
it being 
unflyable. 
Alas, the F1B flyers were committed and they struggled 
with the conditions, putting in some very long retrievals 
from south of Mc Mahon’s Rd., despite the move of the 
flight line to a more tenable location in the northeastern 
corner of the northern field. Albert Fathers lost his 
model at this stage (temporarily) and withdrew from the 
contest. Leigh Morgan, 
after a long retrieve and 
search, arrived too late 
for the fourth round and 
decided to call it quits as 
well. Richard Blackam 
dropped his fourth flight, 
and while putting up 
another max in the fifth, 
also decided that the cause was lost and there was no 
advantage in continuing with the threat of losing models 
in the trees along and beyond Mc Mahon’s Rd. 

Craig Hemsworth had the misfortune of 
encountering one of the barbed wire fences with his ex-
Blackam “Spirit” (can’t remember the number) and had 
to revert to his low-tech but still quite potent homebuilt. 
He dropped the fifth round due to the excessive 
retrieval distance, but cleaned the final two rounds to 
claim a creditable 3rd place. Terry Bond and Vin Morgan 
were the only two to complete the whole seven rounds, 
retrieval being greatly assisted in both cases by the use 
of electric-powered bicycles. Vin emerged the victor 
with a perfect score while Terry dropped the fourth and 
seventh rounds. 

While the F1B flyers were constrained by the 
rounds system, no such restriction was imposed on the 
Open Power or Vintage flyers and they (most of them) 
made good use of the early morning calm and both Roy 
Summersby and Harry Sokol managed to obtain three 
maxes each before the wind set in. Col Collyer seemed 
set to repeat his Nationals success with an impressive 
flight from his Stafford Screen – derived model, but 
both of the wingtips broke when the model D/Ted onto 
the hard-packed clay of Hughes Rd. His subsequent 
attempts with his second model really showed how 
sensitive power trim can be, as a slight warp in the 
tailplane was throwing the model all over the sky, These 
antics eventually culminated in a very tight loop off the 
top (D/Ted too early) which fractured the centre wing 
joint – Two down! Undeterred, Col pulled out his quite 
potent Dixielander, but by this stage the wind was 
playing havoc with models, especially just after launch, 
and Col’s Dixie was not immune – it arced over in an 
impressive and fatal wing-over – the tailplane and fin 
were undamaged though! 

Shortly after this, Peter Greenhill decided not to be 
outdone and 
performed a 
near-identical 
manoeuvre 
with his 
Dixie, the 
point of 
impact almost 
identical to 

where Col’s model went in. Brian Hammond started well 
with an early max, but dropped the second flight badly 
for some unknown reason. His subsequent third flight 
max was no compensation. Gary’s model climbed well but 
the glide was a bit ordinary. This was eventually sorted 
out and by the third flight he was able to out-score 

Brian to take third place. 
Having dispensed with 

his Open Power obligations, 
Roy Summersby pulled out 
a very new, unusual and 
beautifully finished entry 
in Vintage, a Stan Hill 
“Amazoom” – in my opinion 
the best looking, and 

certainly the cleanest, model at the Champs. With its 
deep blue fuselage and white polyester tissue covered 
wings, it was a real picture in the air – unfortunately the 

F1B         

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Total 

Vin Morgan 180 180 180 180 180 180 180 1260 

Terry Bond 180 180 180 103 180 180 120 1123 

Craig Hemsworth 180 180 170 180  180 180 1070 

Richard Blackam 180 180 180 128 180   848 

Leigh Morgan 180 180 180     540 

Albert Fathers 180 180 180     540 

Open Power      

Name 1 2 3 Total FO 

Roy Summersby 180 180 180 540 276 

Harry Sokol 180 180 180 540 186 

Gary Odgers 144 145 180 469  

Brian Hammond 180 74 180 434  

Peter Greenhill 156 60  216  

Col Collyer 180   180  
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glide left a lot to be desired! A few more trimming 
sessions Roy? 

Jim Christie was flying a ’55 Bilgri Wake to very 
good affect and, with three maxes, comfortably won the 
event from Roy (I think he used the Bilgri fuselage with 
different wings for the Open Rubber event (Shaw Cup) 
next day) 

At the conclusion of the F1B event, it was decided 
that due to the conditions, the rest of the day was a bit 
of a loss so everyone packed up and headed back to 
Chiltern for refreshments, but principally, get out of the 
wind. 
 Sunday. Early morning conditions were superb with 
drift so light and variable that it was difficult to reach 
agreement on 
the location 
of the flight 
line. After 
much time –
wasting 
discussion, 
the flight 
line was 
positioned 
mid-way along the western boundary of the southern 
“home” paddock, after which the much-awaited Shaw Cup 
(Open Rubber) contest began in earnest. It was soon 
apparent that, in the light conditions, three minutes was 
easily achievable and all but two entrants managed to 
record perfect scores (I due to my usual series of 
mistakes and Vin for 
reasons unknown). 
 Col Collyer used his 
tubular-fuselage “Shaw 
Thing” for the qualifying 
flights while Gary Odgers 
and Peter Greenhill were 
flying their larger all-
purpose Open models and 
Jim Christie was flying the 
same model he had flown 
at the Nats. Albert 
Fathers, assisted by Mal 
Campbell, was flying one of his two “Waif”s (one is 100%, 
the other 120% scale)  
 Of note, amongst the usual crop of hoary and well-
used models were the new and really beautifully built and 
decorated models of Roy Summersby and Terry Bond. 
Both were taking the Shaw Cup contest very seriously!  
Terry and Roy racked up three impressive flights each 
to make the fly-off, but unfortunately in Roy’s case, on 
the third flight the timer failed and the model flew off 
in the direction of the 
wetlands to the east of 
Wangaratta. (Sean managed 
to keep sight of the model for 
over fifteen minutes until the 
receding speck in the sky vanished from view, still at 
considerable height).  

 By now, the dreaded north wind had set in, not as 
bad as on the previous day, but still pretty fierce. This 
prompted a relocation of the flight line to the north-

eastern corner of the northern paddock and by the time 
this was accomplished, Terry and Roy were off chasing 
Roy’s Open Rubber model, while Vin was somewhere up a 
gum tree (literally!) extracting an O/R model (Leigh’s I 
think), so the P30 entry list was drastically diminished to 
just three flyers, Jim Christie, Sean O’Connor and YE. 
Sean managed two quick maxes before I had set-up my 
stooge; meanwhile Jim was contemplating the wisdom of 
flying in the unfavourable weather. With my first flight 
of 2:26 landing nearly one and a half kilometres away, 
this decided the issue with Jim, so he packed up his P30 
and departed the field shortly thereafter. 
 Sean then attempted his third flight, but he 
released the model just as a gust of wind came through 

and the 
model did a 
wingover and 
crashed a 
few seconds 
later, 
sustaining 
minor, but 
not field 
repairable, 

damage. This left myself with the only flyable P30 within 
sight and with two flights remaining and one max in hand 
to better Sean’s two-max effort. I very nearly fluffed it 
when I let go of a fully-wound motor prior to attaching 
the prop, but the resultant damage was not too severe 
as to prevent the model from flying (carbon longerons!). 

Nevertheless, I managed 
to pick the next passing 
downdraft and the 
underpowered model 
struggled to punch 
through the turbulence. 
The final flight was an 
easy max as it was picked 
up by a real brick-lifter. 
 Back-tracking a bit in 
time to the start of Oz 
Diesel, Martin Williams 
arrived at the field in the 

early morning and took advantage of the calm conditions 
to commence proceedings by putting in a couple of good 
flights while other would-be entrants were preoccupied 
with the Shaw Cup, either directly or indirectly. This 
proved to be a decisive strategy as by the time the Oz 
Diesel activity really got underway, the wind was playing 
havoc with the launch and it was a matter of luck in 
getting the 1.5cc and thus underpowered Dixielanders 
away. As a result, Martin was the only flyer to record 

five competition flights.  
 Activity had almost 
ceased at the field by about 
1:30, with only a little 
sporadic flying by the power 

flyers who were still sorting out the pecking-order in Oz 
D, the most amusing of them being Harry Sokol. Harry 
had been playing about with the programming of his 
really excellent electronic timers, which have an on-
board data-logging facility. In order to gain a finer 

Combined 

Vintage          

Name Model Year 

Flight 

1 Bonus 

Flight 

2 Bonus 

Flight 

3 Bonus Total 

Jim Christie  Bilgri 55 180 (2) 180 (2) 180 (2) 540 

Roy Summersby Amazoom 55 112 (2) 73 (2) 69 (2) 260 

Adrian Bryant   161      161 

Albert Fathers Boxall  136      136 

Open Rubber Shaw Cup    

Name 1 2 3 Total FO 

Gary Odgers 180 180 180 540 472 

Peter Greenhill 180 180 180 540 371 

Jim Christie 180 180 180 540 283 

Albert Fathers 180 180 180 540 276 

Terry Bond 180 180 180 540 275 

Leigh Morgan 180 180 180 540 263 

Roy Summersby 180 180 180 540 176 

Col Collyer 180 180 180 540 154 

Mike Glaister 180 127  307  

Vin Morgan 180   180  

P-30     

Name 1 2 3 Total 

Mike Glaister 120 84 120 324 

Sean O'Connor 120 120  240 



Page 6 of 6 

gradation of the altitude data, Harry re-set the data-
point intervals to 0.1m rather than 1m. In this, Harry 
had overlooked that by doing so, the absolute height 
(QNE) setting of the timer was also divided down to 
100m from the previously set 1000m.  
 As it so happens, the height of Fischer field is 74m 
ASL, and as a result, the motor was mysteriously cutting 
out and the model 
simultaneously 
D/Ting at 26m 
(~85ft). A short 
interrogation session 
with a Palm-Pilot 
solved the mystery 
to the amusement of 
both Harry and the assembled onlookers. 
 Feeling both tired from long retrievals and 
desiccated by the sun and wind, Sean and I decided to 
recuperate in one of the hostelries in Rutherglen and 
departed the field with just enough time to make it to 
the pub for lunch., and several hours later, anther 
convivial barbeque back at the caravan park. 
 Monday Shaw Cup Fly-Off, F1A and F1C: The day 
began with the now-usual problem of locating the flight 
line and with light drift going in all directions, it was 
decided that the eastern end of the fence dividing the 
north and south paddocks was as good as any. 
 With the O/R fly-off the first event of the day, all 
non-participating flyers available were press-ganged into 
acting as timers for the eight contenders. When the 
signal was given, all eight started to wind-up, a really 
spectacular sight, eight stretched rubber motors, turns 
being piled on, 
vibrating up 
and down in 
concert with 
the effort 
being applied 
at the business end. Soon thereafter, models were being 
launched into the almost dead air, silently climbing and 
drifting away in a southwesterly direction. As I was 
timing for Peter Greenhill, who makes it a habit of being 
last away, I had a little time to observe what was going 
on elsewhere before having to focus back on my duties. 
 With more than one model in view for most of the 
time, it was interesting to observe the differing heights 
gained and the glide patterns. The most spectacular 
initial climb was that of Gary Odger’s model, closely 
followed by 
that of Jim 
Christie. So 
steep was 
Gary’s launch 
that I had 
expected the model to stall, but with 40 strands driving 
a 30” prop, the model easily pulled away and commenced 
its unnerving left-hand climb pattern. As timekeepers 
clocked off one by one, Gary Odgers emerged as the 
victor by a comfortable 101-second margin over Peter 
Greenhill with Jim Christie a further 88 seconds in 
arrears. So, the Shaw Cup remains in Victorian hands for 
another year, but given the level of interest and 

expertise shown by our northern neighbours, this may 
prove difficult in the coming years. 
 Of note, Roy was able to participate in the fly-off 
thanks to Albert Fathers, who generously loaned Roy one 
of his “Waif”s for the occasion. 
 With the Shaw Cup decided, the F1A and C 
competitions got underway a little later than planned. 

Surprisingly, Mal 
Campbell did not 
compete in F1A and 
it was left to Vin 
Morgan and Albert 
Fathers to contest 
the event. Both 
maxed the first 

round, but for some reason, only Vin attempted to fly in 
the second, dropping badly with a 57 second flight. As 
with the F1A event, the F1C competition had three 
entries, effectively the Australian team from the 
previous World championships. Gary Pope was the first 
to fly with his non-folding wing model and had little 
difficulty in maxing. He was followed a short time 
thereafter by first Roy then Terry both also maxing the 
round, although in Roy’s case, it was a bit touch and go as 
the starboard wingtip chose this moment to fail to 
deploy, the resulting drag increase and loss of lift on the 
starboard side tightening the glide circle dramatically.  
This problem must have been more serious than at first 
thought as Roy did not put in a second round flight, 
leaving it up to Gary and Terry to fight it out. Gary’s 
second round max settled the issue as Terry dropped 46 
seconds on his second flight. 

In Summary, 
the “F1” events 
at the Vic 
State Champs, 
apart from F1B 
were not well 

supported with only two entries in F1A and three in F1C, 
and with only limited flying in either category. By 
contrast, reasonable interest was shown in Combined 
Vintage, Open Power and Oz Diesel, while P30 was almost 
ignored. The prevailing conditions did not help matters 
as it kept quite a few potential entries safely tucked 
away in model boxes. Fischer Field is a very “tight” venue 
when the wind blows. 
 Encouragingly, the number of entries, if not 
participants, remains relatively constant at around 40 as 

shown in Vin’s 
graph (below) 
(I’m not sure 
if the number 
of entries 
corresponds 

to the number of participants or the total number of 
entries in all events – Could you please clarify this Vin?). 
Vin also made the point that it is difficult holding two 
rubber events on the same day and as Open Rubber took 
precedence, at least five potential entrants in P30 were 
either off chasing errant O/R models, extracting them 
from trees or put off by the wind. This led to the 
unsatisfactory situation of only two flyers in P30 as 

Oz Diesel       

Name 1 2 3 4 5 Total 

Martin Williams 120 84 120 111 120 555 

Fred Roberts 64 93 120   277 

Brian Hammond 120 67    187 

Peter Greenhill 48 67    115 

Harry Sokol 20 28    48 

F1A         

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Total 

Vin Morgan 180 57      237 

Albert Fathers 180       180 

F1C         

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Total 

Gary Pope 180 180      360 

Terry Bond 180 134      314 

Roy Summersby 180       180 
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against a potential entry of seven or eight. Reluctantly, I 
am coming to the opinion that the P30 event should have 
been flown on 
the Monday with 
the first flight 
being unlimited, 
the other two 
being max-
limited flights as 
on previous 
occasions.  
 Perhaps an 
alternative to 
that would be 
for the first 
flight to be a 
“supermax” of, 
say, 3½ minutes 
flown in the 
early morning. 
Very few P30’s 
would make the 
210-second maximum at  

That time of day and it would give some surety to the 
contestants that their model would not (necessarily) be 
lost on the first flight.  
All in all, it was a good Champs, poignant in some ways 
but very enjoyable. 
One final point: At the barbecue on the Sunday evening, 
Terry Bond asked for the VFFS and WW’s to lobby the 
VMAA for their support at the next MAAA meeting in 
which a decision on the purchase of a dedicated FF field 
at West Wyalong would be made – apparently, going by 
the news in the latest FFDU, the R/C-dominated MAAA 
rejected the idea and the NSWFFS is trying to go ahead 

with purchasing the property directly by the sale of 
shares at $1000 each – Perhaps the VFFS/WW’s could 

buy one or two? 
Ray Monk’s 

1950 Wakefield  

 Ray Monks 
was a very active 
competitor in 
the ‘50’s, being a 
member of the 
UK team at 
several World 
Championships, 
notably the 1958 
UK “Power” 
(F1C?) team and 
several 
Wakefield teams 
of that era. It 
was somewhat of 
a surprise to 
learn that he 

had also been active much earlier than I thought. The 

plan in this issue came from Devon Sutcliffe’s collection, 
initially re-drawn from Ray’s original sketches by a group 
called BOMB (British Oldtime Model Builders). 
 The model itself is very similar in layout to Ron 
Waring’s “Voodoo”, in turn a development of the 
“Zombie”. Ted Evans’ ideas were also influential in some 
of the constructional aspects. In all, a typical British 
Wakefield of the period, with its performance limiting 
18” diameter freewheel prop and fixed two-wheel 
undercarriage. Nevertheless, a nicely proportioned 
design – possibly a good subject for an RSW?  
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