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 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the First Tuesday in August  (5th) at the Leinster Arms Hotel, 
Cnr Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 

2C G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open 
from 6.00 p.m. 

 

August Topic:  Trimming Power Models  
 

Contacts: 

 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. August/September 
 

August   Outdoor events (TBA)  

August 17 VMAA Indoor State Champs for 

  Bostonian, Hangar Rat, and F1M 
Manningham DISC. 

Models flown by visitors or VFFS member sport fliers 
must not exceed 30 grams in weight. The Contest 
Director will provide guidance of when and where such 
models may be flown. 

September Outdoor events (TBA) 

 

Editorial: With no other members either willing or able 
to assume some of the burden of administration of the 
club, the outgoing 2013/14 Committee was re-elected 
unopposed for the 2014/2015 Financial Year. 
To refresh your memory(ies), the following list of 
persons are now the elected Officers of the Club for 
the next year 
 President:  David Sutherland 

 Vice-president:  Darien Cassidy 

 Secretary:  Sean O’Connor 

 Treasurer:  Sean O’ Connor 

 Minutes Secretary: Paul Butler  

 Editor, Flypaper: Mike Glaister 

 Ordinary Member: Jim Fullarton 

 Ordinary Member: Colin Parker 

 Ordinary Member: Ron Neve 

 Given the inclement weather, no outdoor activity has 
been undertaken for the past month or so and Your 
Editor has been experiencing bouts of “Cabin Fever”. 
This depression was alleviated somewhat when I 
managed to at last get my hands on one of Harry Sokol’s 
“DTox” timers (model P). I won’t describe this marvellous 
device here, but a short run-down on some of its 
capabilities appears later in this newsletter – Good one 
Harry! (BTW, Sean and I got out towards the end of the 
month – with comic results – see below) 
 I note also that the topic for discussion at the 
August General Meeting is the trimming of power models 
– this is likely to be a topic which has few respondents 
as the only VFFS power model that has been flown in 
recent times is YE’s PAW09 diesel-powered Dixielander. 
Perhaps the topic should be enlarged to include those 
power models which are in the pipe-line (if any) and the 
various tricks and mechanisms used to stop the motor – 
either flood-off or fuel shut-off.  
 For my part, I have just re-covered the wing of the 
“Satellite” for the third time, this time with red Ikarex 
and the much gentler shrinkage of this fabric has 
resulted in a warp-free structure – at last. Now if the 
winds abate, I might even get it into the air and have 
something to contribute to the discussion come the GM. 
 Plan for this month is another 80 gram Wakefield, 
this time from John Upton of New Zealand. The plan was 
drawn from a three-view supplied by Devon Sutcliffe and 
augmented by structural details from another of John’s 
’54 designs that appeared in the 1955-56 Model 
Aeronautic Year Book (pp 124). Devon suggested that it 
would be all right to do this as John Upton only made 
incremental changes from one design to the next. I have 
gone a bit further than this and “inferred” detail, which 
in all probability is wrong, so what you see may not be 
necessarily representative of the actual model. As you 
all must now know by now, I like 80 gram Wakes, long 
authoritative climbs followed by a good glide (not as 
good as an F1B, but not bad either). 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1st JULY 2014 

At The Leinster Arms Hotel 66 Gold St. Collingwood 
 
Meeting Commenced At: 8-00 pm 
 
1. PRESENT:  D. Cassidy, S. O’Connor, P. Butler,  

M. Glaister, C. Parker, D. Boughton,  
T. Denyer, R. Gibbs, R. Neve,  
J. Fullarton 

 
2. VISITORS: Nil 
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3. APOLOGIES: F. Grassham, D. Sutherland 
 
4. MINUTES OF 2013/2014 ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING:  
 

As published in the August 2013 issue of Flypaper. 
 
Acceptance moved:   R. Neve, 

 seconded:  T. Denyer.  
Carried. 

 
5. Matters Arising: Nil 

 
6. TREASURER’S REPORT: 

We did considerably better financially than last 
year, principally because we have more members 
that last year and also we have not yet received an 
account from DISC for the F1D Team Trials. If 
those two factors were removed the figures would 
be much the same as last year. 

There is a possibility that the 2015 fees for 
hiring DISC will be greater than previous years. 

We concluded the financial year with 20 
members, (16 full & 4 part) and 5 Flypaper 
subscribers 
 
VFFS FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2013/14 

 
RECEIPTS 

Member Subscriptions  $2428.00 
     VMAA / MAAA Component $1653.00 
     VFFS Component   $775.00 

Indoor Entry Fees & Door Fees $848.00 
Bank Interest   $7.35 
Other (key deposit)  $20.00 
Stock Sales   $69.80 

========= 
 TOTAL RECEIPTS:   $3373.15 
 
EXPENDITURE 

Flypaper production  $305.00 
Stamps & stationery  $21.55 
Venue Hire (DISC)  $762.30 
Dept of Consumer Affairs Fee $51.40 
VMAA / MAAA Fees  $1713.00 
Redeem field key  $20.00 
Nationals sponsorship  $130.00 

========= 
TOTAL EXPENDITURE:  $3003.25 
 
NET GAIN 2013/14   $369.90 
 

Opening Bank Balance:     
(From 12/13 Report)  $1787.09 
Plus Opening Cash-in-Hand $12.90 

========= 
TOTAL OPENING BALANCE: $1799.99 
Plus Net Gain for 2013/14  $2169.89 
 
Closing Bank Balance   $2159.74 
Closing Cash-in-Hand  $10.15 

========= 

TOTAL CLOSING BALANCE: $2169.89 
 
STOCK 
Opening Balance from 13/14 Report $174.85 
Less Stock Sales   $69.80 

========= 
STOCK CLOSING BALANCE:  $105.05 
 
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS  $2274.94 
 
Note: The value of various items of equipment 
belonging to the VFFS is not included in this 
summary  
 

Sean O'Connor (VFFS Treasurer) 
 
Acceptance moved:   S. O’Connor,  

seconded:  M. Glaister.  
Carried. 

 
7. Matters Arising: M. Glaister raised the matter of 

the cost incurred by the club in sponsoring the F1D 
team trials and suggested that the MAAA be 
approached for financial assistance in this regard. 
It was decided that the matter be deferred for 
committee discussion and be made an item on the 
agenda for the next committee meeting  on the 17th 
of this month. 
 

8. PRESIDENTS REPORT: 
In the president’s absence due to medical 

treatment I am delighted to report that, unlike last 
year, we have not had any members die. 

We have had a good year financially due to 
increased membership and a windfall of no account 
for the Team Trial hall. 

We now have 20 voting members in our first full 
year under the new constitution - our best for three 
or four years. I hope this increase will translate to 
more flyers on the field and in the hall. 

This year saw the running of another successful 
F1D Team Trial but only the winner, Tim Hayward- 
Brown taking a place on the Team.   He improved his 
times to just less than 30 minutes at the World 
Champs.    We hope to find a better venue for next 
years Trial. 

Our meeting topics have been successful and 
our attendances have kept up even in the winter 
months. 

I would like to thank the committee for all their 
good work throughout the year and welcome the 
new committee for the coming year. 

Darien Cassidy, Vice President.  
 
9. Acceptance  moved:   S. O’Connor,  

seconded:  R. Neve.  
Carried. 

 
10. Matters Arising: Nil 

 
11. GENERAL BUSINESS: Nil 
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12.ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 

The Following Nominations have been received: 
President  David Sutherland 
Vice President Darien Cassidy 
Secretary  Sean O’Connor will fulfil this 
function until a new secretary is recruited. 
Minutes Secretary Paul Butler 
Treasurer  Sean O‚Connor 
Fly Paper Editor Mike Glaister 
Ordinary Member J. Fullarton 
Ordinary Member Ron Neve 
Ordinary Member Colin Parker 
 

12.A.G.M. CLOSED AT: 8-15 pm 
 
 GENERAL MEETING 1st JULY 2014 
 
Meeting Commenced At: 8-15 pm 
 
12. PRESENT:  D. Cassidy, S. O’Connor, P. Butler, 

 M. Glaister, C. Parker, D. Boughton,  
T. Denyer, R. Gibbs, R. Neve,  
J. Fullarton,  

 
13. VISITORS: Nil 
 
14. APOLOGIES: F. Grassham, D. Sutherland 
 
15. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  

As published in June Flypaper. 
 
16. Acceptance  moved:   D. Boughton,  

seconded:  T. Denyer.  
Carried. 

 
17. MATTERS ARISING: Nil 
 
18. SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Correspondence in: C/L News, VMAA minutes, 
MAAA newsletter 
Correspondence out: Nil. 

    
Bank   $2159.74,  
Cash   $10.15,  

========= 
Total   $2169.89.  
Estimated Stock:  $105.05 

20 members, (16 full & 4 part), 5 Flypaper 
subscribers 

 
Acceptance  moved:   P. Butler,  

seconded: C. Parker.  
Carried. 

 
19. MATTERS ARISING: Adjustment of the topic for 

the September meeting. 
 
20. REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING: 

We discussed the possibility of getting a new web 
site, and also making M. Glaister’s plans available on the 
web site. 
 

21. GENERAL BUSINESS: 
Meeting Topics: 

July A.G.M., and fly a model at the 
meeting. 

August  Trimming power models. 
September Existing local hobby shops and 

a magazine & kit sale, $1 each 
for magazines, $5 for the kit. 

October  Covering with Icarex 
November Colours for scale models 
 

Venue for 2015 F1D Team Trials: D. Boughton contacted 
Moorabbin Town Hall but has not received a response to 
date. All members are tasked with the need to continue 
looking for an alternative venue to DISC. 

 
Grand End of Year Scale Day: Publicity: We have 
managed to get an advertisement in the VMAA 
newsletter and in John Lamont’s “Australian Model 
News”. D. Cassidy intends to seek a similar service from 
the editor of “Australian Control Line News”. 

 
Other General Business: A brief discussion of Russell 
Naughton’s health. 

 
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: 8.00p.m.Thursday, 
17th July 2014 at 59 Roseneath Street, Clifton Hill  
 
Meeting Closed At: 8-42 pm 
 
22. MODEL FLYING AT THE MEETING: 
Models were brought along by: Colin Parker, Ron Neve, 
Paul Butler and Jim Fullarton.  

Considering the very limited space, the four 
contestants did remarkably well in getting models to fly 
at all; Paul Butler had brought his very colourful 
Pistachio-sized little biplane, but the walls of the room 
proved to be too confining and Paul decided that he 
would retire rather than damage the fragile model – 
flies beautifully at Manningham but it is definitely not a 
Living Room Stick! Ron, Colin and Jim had various 
variations on a theme – all LRS’s.  

Ron’s model proved to be too heavy and it too was 
withdrawn from competition – this left Colin and Jim to 
battle it out for the bottle of red which had been 
donated as first (and only) prize by Ron Neve. Colin’s 
LRS was way off-trim and could only make about 20 
seconds while Jim, flying a 20+ year old LRS had two 
flights of 90 seconds and 96 seconds, the configuration 
of the model suiting the confined space admirably - tip 
plates on the wings ensuring that the prop had clearance 
with the ceiling and the model simply scooted around 
scraping the ceiling for most of the flight. All very 
amusing and enjoyable! 

Don Boughton brought along the new tailplane for his 
’57 power model. He had not been happy with the old ’57-
vintage tailplane for quite some time as it had not aged 
as well as the rest of the model. The first flight of this 
resurrected model is eagerly anticipated by the 
Eynesbury flyers. 
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HARRY SOKOL’S DTox TIMER (Model P) 

 Those readers who make the trek to Springhurst 
from time to time will be well acquainted with Harry 
Sokol. Harry rarely misses these periodic visits and 
usually turns up with a brace of Dixielanders of various 
sizes, all Cox-powered and all identically and 
immaculately finished. What is less well known is the 
electronic timers that equip all of these models and 
their functionality.  
 I first saw Harry demonstrating the capabilities of 
his timers last October and from that time I had to 
have one! At that time, Harry was still sorting out some 
minor mechanical problems (mainly to do with sourcing 
micro servos) and minor bugs in the software. I enquired 
from time to time of Harry: “ When can I get hold of 
one of your timers?” Always the same reply; that he was 
still working on it!  
 This continued until late last month when I received 
a cryptic e-mail to say that he had finished writing the 
software (now superseded) and manual, from which I 
deduced that the timers were now available! So, I 
contacted Harry and he hand-delivered one to me (a not 
inconsiderable drive from Elwood to Kilsyth) and then 
proceeded to demonstrate the multi-layered capabilities 
of the timer to an increasingly bemused, confused and 
incredulous Flypaper Editor! This timer is amazing! 
 At first sight, what you get for $135 is a 4-function 
electronic timer of exceptional quality, but it doesn’t 
end there, the timer is also equipped with an altitude 
(atmospheric pressure) sensor which is effectively a 
fifth function. Harry has coupled this to the onboard 
microprocessor so that, by inputting the rate of descent 
under D/T, the timer can be set so that the altitude 
above terrain (absolute height) is divided by the rate of 
descent, added to the elapsed time, and compared to the 
set maximum - normally three minutes (plus a margin for 
error) Thus, if the model is in a real boomer and is at 
sufficient altitude, the timer D/T’s the model ahead of 
time and the combined total flight time comprising climb 
and glide time plus time under D/T equals a Max!. 
  There are many more subtle tricks that can be 
done, one of which is the ability to re-program the start 
and reset buttons to reverse their function for 
ergonomic reasons – the list goes on.  
 As Harry is currently writing an article for FFDU 
about the timer, I won’t go into any further detail here, 
so I’ll finish with a note of praise for one of the best, if 
not the best electronic timers available, and at a quite 
reasonable price. I’ll bring it along for inspection at the 
next GM. (for further detail:  http://4dfx.com.au/DTox/) 
JOHN UPTON’S ’54 WAKEFIELD 

 Further to what appeared in the editorial, not much 
is known of John Upton, and the meagre amount of 
information I was able to obtain came from Devon 
Sutcliffe as noted earlier. Apparently, John was an 
English émigré to NZ and was by nature very reserved, 
keeping largely to himself, hence little is known about his 
personal life save from his appearances at various NZ 
contests.  
 Given his UK background, his designs reflect the UK 
design trends of the time with the exception of the 
radical treatment of dihedral – the wing was almost flat 

– 1’’ dihedral at the tips with a sharply upswept and large 
tip plate. The model shown was apparently one of two 
designs produced during 1954, one (or both) of which 
won a place on the NZ team and went on to secure 4th 
place at the ’54 Wakefield Cup contest.  
  Apart from the sole sketch in the Frank Zaic YB as 
referenced previously, no other drawing has appeared of 
these pair of quite successful models, possibly due to 
our shared Antipodean isolation, very much worse then 
than now. 
 EYNESBURY 20 and 21 July 

 With a welcome let-up in the weather, Sean and YE 
took the fleeting opportunity and journeyed out to 
Eynesbury. As usual, Sean had notified everyone about 
our intentions but received no response, and with our 
usual flying companions Vin and Leigh in Mongolia, it came 
down to just the two of us in the vastness of Eynesbury.  
 Rather than risk traversing the muddy and soft 
cattle enclosure to gain access to the southern paddock, 
we decided to stay in the front paddock and just 
restrict ourselves to doing some trimming flights with 
our 80gm Wakes. Now, while this particular paddock is 
quite large, there are a few arboreal obstacles to avoid, 
one of which proved to be very annoying indeed! 
 Sean was flying his ’54 Allan Lim Joon, which, as 
noted previously is, because of the large twin fins, very 
sensitive to small rigging changes, most evident in glide 
trim. I was flying my recently refurbished XL56b, which 
like Sean’s ALJ, was a bit erratic on the glide due to a 
wing warp which had developed as a result of poor 
storage.  
 After a few flights things both models were looking 
good, especially with regard to the ALJ, then the 
inevitable happened - the over-sensitive trim of the ALJ 
resulted in a dead-straight glide, directly into the sole 
tree in the vicinity! The model nestled in the very top-
most twigs of the half-rotten, desiccated Grey Box gum, 
about 12 metres up. Now apart from the fact that the 
tree is almost unclimbable, the Eynesbury owners or 
some other contractors had inconsiderately shoved all 
the loose rocks from near and far under the tree, 
rendering it useless as an animal shelter during summer 
and making the task of climbing the damn thing all the 
more difficult. 
 Upon circling the problem a few times and following 
a precarious and futile climb by Sean into the lowermost 
fork, we eventually worked out that a 6-metre squid pole 
augmented by about another 3+ metre vantage point still 
did not equal 12 metres, so we called it quits for the day. 
 Returning independently the next day I managed to 
damage a further two models by the time Sean arrived 
with a ladder and a 4-metre extension to the squid pole. 
After placing the ladder in a variety of possible 
locations, we eventually placed the ladder in the same 
fork as of the previous day but this time we had a height 
or reach advantage over the tree! Frustratingly, and 
after three hours, the model could not be shaken loose, 
and we were down to Plan Z, when Sean attached a small 
cruciform to the end of the pole. This proved decisive 
and very effective as it lifted the model clear quite 
easily with next-to-no damage.
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Section A-A

OVERALL LENGTH:

WINGSPAN:

PROPELLER:

TAILPLANE AREA:

PROJ. WING AREA:

MOTOR:
 

1118 mm. (44")

1168 mm. (46") - 1163 mm. (45 9
16") Proj.

508 x  559 mm. (20" x 22")

4.29 Sq. Dm. (66.56 Sq. in.)

14.65 Sq. Dm. (227.02 Sq. in.)

14 Str.  1 4" x 1 24" Dunlop - 36" long (80gm) 

1
8" x 5 8" Med.

"1954 Wakefield"
Designed by John Upton (N.Z.) 2°

MVA 301

B

B

Section B-B

1"

20.0°

1
8" x 5 16" Med.

1
4" x 1 4" Med.

4 Laminations 
1

32" x 1 8" Med.

14 S.W.G. Piano Wire

1
32" Med. Sheet Pylon

W1 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 3 Off

W2 - 132" Med. Quarter Grain - 34 Off

S1 - 1
16" Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

S2 - 1 32" Med. Quarter Grain - 12 Off

 
 

John Upton’s ’54 Wakefield
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