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 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the First Tuesday in May  (6th) at the Leinster Arms Hotel, Cnr 
Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 2C 

G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open from 
6.00 p.m. 

 

May Topic: Sean’s Wing Building Methods 
 

Contacts: 

 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. May/June 

 
May Combined Mini Classes  

F1G, F1H, F1J 
 Eynesbury field 
 
June 7-8 NSW State Championships 
  Narrandera 
 
June 15 VMAA Indoor State Champs 
 F1D, F1L, F1M and LRS 
 Manningham DISC 
 

Editorial: Again, due to space and time limitations not to 
mention forgetfulness, I omitted several items of 
interest from the State Champs. Firstly I must thank 
Jim Christie for giving me a tube of the adhesive he 
uses for attaching Mylar and apologise for omitting to 
thank him in the April newsletter – More below. 

Second, you will note that only one of Mal Campbell’s 
photos appeared in the report on the State Champs. This 
was deliberate, as I have an agreement with Mal to hold 
back photos he intends to use in FFDU until after that 
journal has been published. Now that the autumn edition 
of FFDU has appeared, I’m free to use the photos so 
generously provided by Mal in this edition of Flypaper. 

 Of principal interest amongst these, at least to my 
eyes, was that of Roy Summersby’s “Amazoom” in flight. 
Beyond that, the model also was a source of inspiration 
and I have redrawn the plan from the original which 
appeared in Model Airplane News in November 1955. 

 A photo and plan of this immaculate and interesting 
choice for Vintage Power is the “Model of the Month” 

and both the photo and plan are featured further into 
this newsletter. 
  The F1D World Championships have now been decided 
and THB, our sole representative, came a creditable 18th 
with a two-flight score of 58:10 and a best flight of 
29:22 – well done Tim, I’m confident that you will crack 
the 30 minute mark next time!   

Still on F1D news, the CIAM has now decided to 
accept the rule changes proposed by Hungary, which are: 
Minimum weight of 1.4 gm (previously 1,2 gm) Maximum 
rubber weight 0.4 gm (previously 0.6 gm). Both of these 
measures will dampen, if not kill performance, which was 
their intention in the first place, and will likely put even 
more emphasis on rubber selection, While the new rules 
apply to everyone, a ‘level playing field’, so to speak, I 
can’t help but think that the advantage will lie even more 
with that select few at the top of the F1D pantheon 
whilst discouraging participation by lesser mortals. 

Following that depressing news, the account of the 
last indoor event at Manningham does nothing to cheer 
me up, as with only four competitors plus two sport 
flyers, and thank god for them, Manningham is becoming 
unaffordable. Thanks to the negotiating skills of our 
Vice-President and Treasurer, aided by some well-timed 
letters to the Manningham council from local residents 
Jim Fullarton and Colin Parker, the proposed usurious 
fee increases have been averted for this year, but we 
need more flyers (i.e., payees) to defray the costs to the 
individual flyer, so build an LRS and come along – our 
next indoor bash is June 15. 

The latest Vol Libre Trimestriel (VLT) is largely 
dedicated to the memory of Georges Matherat who died 
recently and will be much missed by all free flighters, 
not just the French ones – I urge you to get a copy and 
read it. Sean has also penned a tribute to Georges for 
the latest FFQ and intends to build one of Georges’ 
iconic F1G designs, Les Trumeaux, in tribute to him – A 
nice way to remember a great aeromodeller. 

 Apart from the plan of the “Amazoom”, I have found 
the time to redraw yet another Vintage Wake, Arthur 
Cooper’s 1951 “Cleopatra”, the original drawing of which 
emanates from Devon Sutcliffe’s extensive collection – 
Thanks again Devon. 

  

General Meeting 1st APRIL 2014 
 
Meeting Commenced At: 7.55 pm 

 
1. PRESENT: D. Cassidy, S. O’Connor, P. Butler,  

M. Glaister, C. Parker, J. Fullarton, D. Boughton, 
T. Denyer, A. Koralagama, P. Griffith, R. Gibbs 
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2. VISITORS: Vin Morgan 

 
3. APOLOGIES: R. Neve 

 
4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Were published in 

the April Flypaper. 

 
Acceptance moved: P. Butler,  

 Seconded: C. Parker.  
Carried. 

 
5. MATTERS ARISING: None 

 
6. SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Correspondence in: C/L News 
Correspondence out: Nil 
    

Bank   $2296.91,  
Cash   $133.15,  
Total   $2410.06.  
Est. Stock  $115.00 
 

20 members, (16 full & 4 part),  
5 Flypaper subscribers 

 
Acceptance moved: T. Denyer,  

Seconded: M. Glaister. Carried. 

 
7. MATTERS ARISING: Nil 
 
8. REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING: No 

meeting was held. 
 
9. GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Meeting Topics: 
April  Balsa selection. 
May  Sean’s wing building methods. 
June  Mylar covering, M. Glaister. 
August  Trimming power models. 

 
Werribee Wanderers: None at this meeting 
 
Grand End of Year Scale Day: Date unchanged. The plan 
is topside more information on the VFFS web page. 
 
2014 Calendar:  Cost of Manningham has not changed 
from previous years. 
 April 7th, general flying day at Eynesbury. 
 
Other General Business: Nil 
 
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: 8.00p.m.Thursday, 
17th. April 2014 at 59 Roseneath Street, Clifton Hill  
 
Meeting Closed At: 8.33 pm 
 
10. PRESENTATION and OTHER ACTIVITIES: 
Balsa Selection. 

 This topic was not well planned as most attendees 
forgot to bring along samples of balsa to illustrate the 
discussion. Nevertheless, Jim did remember and passed 
around a selection of balsa from his copious stock. Sean, 
who had selected three samples of equally dense wood 
but of widely differing stiffness, forgot them in the 
rush. This was disappointing, as Sean’s ability to select 
balsa is unmatched and the discussion, without 
something to back it up fell a bit flat – perhaps this 
topic needs to be revisited. 
 

 
Roy Summersby’s “Amazoom” gliding – briefly! 

 

Manningham DISC - 23 March 

 The (outdoor) weather for the day turned out to be 
fine with very low winds, a pity to be flying indoors in 
some respects, nevertheless six members showed up at 
around 12:30 and flying soon got underway. 
 With only four entrants in Reduced Scale Wakefield 
(RSW) and two in the 100/13 (Arthur Smith Trophy) 
things were a bit grim, but the presence of Paul Butler 
and Arjuna, both flying their Bostonians (same design) 
helped to populate the space a bit better. 
 Sean, as usual, was first into the air with his ’54 
Allan Lim Joon and, also as usual, set the bar a bit too 
high for the rest of us. (It is interesting to note that 
Sean contributed to a “thread” on the Hippocket Builder 
website in which he describes his model – it is apparently 
built to 100/13 requirements and was therefore eligible 
as both an RSW and a 100/13!) 
 I followed Sean into the air shortly thereafter with 
my O’Donnell inspired RSW, tantalizingly close to two 
minutes on three flights but still below the bar. Colin 
Parker was flying his ’38 Cahill “Clodhopper” while Jim 
Fullarton was flying his ’39 Own Design. Both Colin and 
Jim were a bit off form and could only manage mediocre 
scores (for them)  
 On his second flight, Sean broke the retracting U/C 
leg on his ALJ, a faint glimmer of hope for the rest of 
us, but strapping the broken leg to the fuselage, on the 
third flight the model did 2:16, putting the contest 
beyond reach. 

Reduced Scale Wakefield 

Sean O’ Connor 115 101 136 - - - 251 

Mike Glaister 68 63 89 108 114 110 224 

Jim Fullarton 78 93 98 20 - - 191 

Colin Parker 73 88 - - - - 161 

  
 Following on the RSW event, Colin and I began flying 
our 100/13’s, while Sean decided to fly his F1M, Jim 
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Arjuna and Paul were concentrating on a variety of 
indoor sport models. 
 Colin, again a bit off form in the 100/13, 
nevertheless put in two flights the sum total of which 
easily surpassed my efforts. Not so strangely, my 
100/13 was also off form, flying well to the point where 
the VP prop went to fine pitch, whereupon the model 
dropped from the sky (ceiling?) rapidly – almost like it 
had D/Ted! After puzzling about this for a while, I 
discovered that the stops on the VP prop had come 
adrift at the hub and the pitch settings were variable, 
to say the least – low pitch was actually reverse pitch!! 
Copious amounts of balsa cement and a half hour later I 
tried again – with the motor fully wound (big mistake) 
the model shot up to the ceiling like an outdoor power 
model. The resultant hard contact with the roof did 
minor damage to the model and terminated my day, so 
the Arthur Smith was Colin’s for another six months! 
(Not that I’m much of a threat) 
 

100/13 – Arthur Smith Trophy 

Colin Parker 57 111 - - - - 168 

Mike Glaister 52 70 17 59 - - 129 

 
A Visit to Di Dio’s, 7th April 

 Taking advantage of a rare calm in the usual 
tempest, Vin and Leigh Morgan, Sean and myself 
reacquainted ourselves with the large paddock at 
Tarneit.  
 As of last year, a railway line to God-knows-where 
was being constructed diagonally across the lower 
(southern) part of the field. Most, if not all of the 
construction work has now been completed and the fears 
that this would make the field largely unusable proved to 
be groundless – the railway line, while visible in the 
distance, did not prove to be an impediment, especially in 
the very light conditions.  
 We had all expected that this outing would be very 
short, with predictions of a northerly setting in around 
9:00, but the calm lasted a further two hours, and quite 
a bit of useful trimming was accomplished as a result. 
 Sean had brought along his now-repaired P30 and ’42 
Mick Farthing and was really enjoying the conditions 
while Vin and Leigh were preparing and trimming their 
F1B’s (and in Vin’s case, F1A’s) for the AFFS 
Championships at the end of April. I had my Coupes and 
P30’s and, in the conditions, managed to get one of each 
trimmed out (almost). 
 At around 11:00, the predicted wind arrived and 
made flying a little unpleasant and trimming impossible, 
so we packed up and reconvened at the “Quiet Man” for 
a convivial drink and some lunch before departing on our 
separate ways. 
 In light conditions, Di Dio’s is better than 
Eynesbury, firstly there is not a lot of surface rock to 
contend with and the surface is very even, thanks to the 
agricultural activity that takes place there. It is also 
closer. On the negative side, because of the planting 
growing and harvesting of crops (Barley), the field is 
only available for a brief window of time between 
harvest and the winter sowing of the next crop, so it’s a 

case of making the most of our opportunities as and 
when they arise – A good day out. 
Stan Hill’s Amazoom 

 The “Amazoom” was a development, over many 
iterations, 14 in all, of the “Amazon”, a design originally 
by Stan in 1942, and later refined by Stan’s wife in 1948 
to take advantage of the then new glow engines. (An 
early version of the Amazon plan is also shown below). 
The full story of the development of the Amazon and its 
progressive evolvement into the Amazoom is told in an 
article by Stan Hill, which accompanied the plan in the 
November 1955 issue of MAN. If you don’t have access 
to the original article, you can read a photocopy on the 
Volar Libremente website –
http://aeromodelismovolarlibremente.blogspot.com.au/  

(Type in Amazoom in the “Buscar” (Search) line) 
 The later version of the Amazon was kitted by 
Berkeley. Somewhere in my memory I seem to recall 
that the Amazoom was also kitted, but cannot find any 
documentation to support this – does anyone know for 
sure if the Amazoom was ever commercially available? 
Arthur Cooper’s “Cleopatra” 1961 Wakefield 

 Amongst a pile of Wakefield drawings sent to me by 
Devon Sutcliffe, I found a full size plan of Arthur 
Cooper’s “Cleopatra” design. This model was quite 
successful in the early ‘50’s, mainly in NSW 
competitions. The model is typical of the then Australian 
design standard, with polyhedral wings, twin fins, single-
blade folding prop and retracting single-leg U/C.  
 Wing construction follows that of Allan Lim Joon’s 
’49 Wake, (also Jim Fullarton’s ’49 Wake, and almost 
every other Australian Wake of the period) very closely, 
differing only in having a slightly smaller wing (13.10 Dm2 
cf 13.54 Dm2) and a correspondingly larger tailplane 
(5.20 Dm2 cf 4.37 Dm2). The aerofoils are also identical, 
differing only in chord, while the propeller follows the 
planform of the ALJ exactly, differing only in diameter, 
which was achieved by extending the lines of the curved 
leading and trailing edges by a further 1” 
Jim Christie’s Contact Adhesive 

 The adhesive used by Jim Christie for applying 
Mylar is a product used in the automotive repair trade 
and is marketed (or manufactured) by “Dynagrip” and 
comes in a 50ml tube white tube labelled in red as 
“Contact and Trim Adhesive”.  
 As supplied, it is too far too thick for direct use on 
models and needs to be thinned down considerably. 
There are no instructions on the tube indicating what 
the thinning agent might be, (possibly toluene) so a bit 
more investigation is required or perhaps someone might 
be able to shed some light in this area. The tube had 
acquired a small hole, and by the time I got around to 
looking at it and had leaked a small amount and adhered 
itself to the bottom of my power model box – It took 
quite some effort to break the tube away from the 
model box – Removing baby poo from blankets would be 
infinitely easier! 
 I intend to use the stuff when recovering the 
fuselage of my XL56b, which will be blue Esaki tissue 
over Mylar, and if that is successful, I’ll trial it on 
sticking some Ikarex to an old composite carbon–balsa- 
aluminium (shim) F1B wing. So watch this space. 
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W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1
W2 W3

W4 W5

W6 W7 W7 W7 W7 W7 W7 W7 W7 W7 W7 W7 W9
W10

W11
W12

W13
W14

W15
W16

W8

W17

W16

W15

W14

W13

W12

W11

W10

W9

W1

W2

W3

W4

W5

W17

W6

W6

W8

W7

S1 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S1

W1W1W1W1W1W1W1W1
W2W3

W4W5

W6W7W7W7W7W7W7W7W7W7W7W7W9W10
W11

W12
W13

W14
W15

W16

W8

W17

W6

S3

2.5°

S2

S1, S3

1
4" x 3 4" Med.

3
8" x 1 2" Med.

1
8" x 5 8" Hard

1 3/4"

4 3/4"

O.S. Max 1 15 Shown

1
4" x 38" Hard

1
16" Ply Tailplane Platform

1
16" Med. Sheet Sides

1
8" x 38" Hard Spacers

1
4" x 38" Hard Spacers

 38" x 12" Maple Bearers

11
2" Dia. Spinner

1
16" Ply

Tank

3
8" Mahogany Keel

1
2" Soft Sheet 

1
16" Soft Sheet - Top Only

1
2" x 12" Soft Block Tips

"Amazoom"
by  Stan Hill

D3

D3 - 1 8" Ply

D4

D3 - 116" Ply

D2 - 18" Ply

D1 - 1 8" Ply

D1

D2

Pine Skid

1
8" Soft Sheet

1
8" Hard Tailplane Tips

1
16" Soft Sheet 

- Top Only

1
8" x5

8" Hard - Bottom Only

1
8" x 58" Med.

1
16" Soft Sheet - 
Top and Bottom

Fibreglass Reinforcement - 
All Joints

6.5°

Root Rib

Tip Rib

1
8" Dowel

3
16" x 38" Med.

Specifications - Model as drawn:
Wing Area: 446 sq. in.
Tailplane Area: 153 sq. in.

1
8" x 58" Hard - Taper to 

1
8" x 13

32" at Tip

1
8" Dowel

1
8 " Hard Sheet

 
 

Stan Hill’s “AMAZOOM” 
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Roy’s “Amazoom’ gets away – Nice model and nice photo 
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1
8" Hard 

Gusset

1
16" Hard 

Infill

1
32" Hard Sheet  - 

Inset into Spacers

1
8" x 1 8" Hard Longerons

1
8" x 1 8" Med. Brace

1
16" x 1 8" Med. - All Spacers

1
16" Med. Infill

1
16" Med. Infill

1
16" Ply

1
16" Hard Balsa

18 S.W.G. Hinge - Bind and 
Cement to U/C Leg

 U/C Leg -   1 8" x 1 4" Bamboo - Taper to 1 16" x 1 8" at 
Bottom - Sand to Streamline Section

1
8" x 38" Med.

1
8" x 1 8" Med.

W1 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2

W2

W2 W1 W2 W2 W2 W2 W3W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W1W2W2W2W2W3

1
16" x 1 4" Med.

1
16" x 116" Med. - Fit after T/P Assembly

S1 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S1S2S2S2S2S2S2S1

Fin -1
16" Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

1
8" Hard Sheet

1
32" Ply

1
16" Med. Infill

0°Nom.

D/T Band

Make Tail Fairing from 116" Soft Sheet - 
Assemble after Covering Tailplane

1
8" Hard Balsa Keys

1
8" x 1 8" Hard 

Reinforcement

W1 - 1 16" Med. Quarter Grain - 3 Off

W2 - 1 32" Med. Quarter Grain - 22 Off

W3 - 1 32" Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

Arthur Cooper's 
1951 Wakefield

S1 - 1 16" Med. Quarter Grain - 3 Off

S2 - 132" Med. Quarter Grain - 12 Off

18 S.W.G. 
Piano Wire

18 S.W.G. 
Piano Wire

0.75

1.56

5.004.001.001.00

0.06

0.51

1.12
0.810.12

0.38

1
8" x 38" Hard

1
8" x 1

8" Hard

1
8" x 1 8" Med.

1
16" x 316" Hard

1
16" x 1 8" Hard

1
16" Med. Sheet 

Gussets

1
32" x 332" Med. 
Cap Strips - 

Top Only

1
32" Soft Sheet - Top Only

1
8" Med. Sheet Tips

 7 Laminations 
1

8" Hard Sheet

1
32" Ply

1
32" Ply

1
8" x 1 4" Hard

16 S.W.G. 
Piano Wire

Brass 
Shim

18 S.W.G. 
Wire Hinge

4
.5

11
8" Dia Wheel

1.5"

5"

1.5°

1
16" x 18" Hard

1
16" Dia. Bamboo 

Dowel

1
8" x 1 8" Hard 

Wing Mounts

20 S.W.G. Hook - 
Bind and Cement 
to Spacer

U/C Retraction 
Band

 
Arthur Cooper’s 1951 Wakefield 



Page  of 8 

8

 


