
Page 1 of 1 

 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the First Tuesday in October  (7th) at the Leinster Arms Hotel, 
Cnr Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 
2C G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open 
from 6.00 p.m. 

 

September Topic:   Covering with Ikarex   
 
Contacts: 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  

Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. October/November 

 
October Outdoor events (TBA) 
 Eynesbury 
October 19  Vic Ind. State Champs Peanut 

Scale, HLG, CLG – VFFS Champs.  
Ind. Open Scale 

  Manningham DISC 
October 18-19 Werribee Wanderers Fly-in 
 Springhurst 
November Outdoor events (TBA) 

 Eynesbury 
 

Editorial:  Quite a bit happened last month the event of 
most interest being the NSWFFS fly-in at West 
Wyalong, but before I get to that, I must comment on 
the feedback I received regarding the two plans in the 
September edition: I was quite right in asserting that 
the Mick Farthing was the first of the wartime 
lightweights, but very wrong with regard to the post-war 
“Dinah-mite”. I received e-mails from Devon Sutcliffe in 
N.Z. quickly followed by our Treasurer/Secretary and 
finally by Don Bladier. These three gentlemen were in 
accord in stating that the “Dinah-mite” was a model 
produced to conform to the then newly imposed SMAE 
rules, which effectively killed the lightweight class.  
 Of the three above-mentioned gentlemen, Don 
Bladier actually built one and reckoned it was the best 
rubber model he ever had (e-mail below) – rocket like 
climb and reasonable glide. I was reminded of this when 
I saw a Lamb “Hi-Climber” at the West Wyalong event 
(Des Slattery’s?) – it too had an amazing rate of climb, 
astonishing all who saw it.  

 Sean has had a ”Dinah-Mite” on his bucket list for 
some time now (see e-mail below) and after seeing the 
Lamb Hi-Climber, I might join him in building one – they 
are not going (or are unlikely to) to win any competition, 
but they appear to be really fun models to fly. 
 During the month I also received photocopied plans 
of Gustav Samann’s “Hornisse” Niall Corwell in the U.S.A 
together with a Jim O’Reilly plan of George Reich’s   
1953 4th place Wakefield. The photocopied plan of the 
“Hornisse” while somewhat blurred due to enlargement 
from the original MAN article plan, quickly pointed out 
my error(s) and supplied a wealth of information which 
has enabled me to correct (actually redraw) my plan 
which is attached to this edition of Flypaper. The main 
issue in all of this is whether the wing is skewed or is 
truly asymmetric. This raised an e-mail or two from our 
Secretary who has been contributing to a “thread” on 
Hippocket Aeronautics on the subject – this is truly 
fascinating in that it has drawn comments from 
“Hepcat”. Have a look at this if you are interested at: 
http://www.hippocketaeronautics.com/hpa_forum/index.php?PH
PSESSID=6d18b6ce25555d7123e0dacb1cb88513&topic=16825.
0 

 To top all this off, I get a blast from John O’Donnell 
regarding my plan of the ’53 Montplasir geared Wake, 
which appeared in the UK SAMS newsletter. It seems 
that I made a few transpositional errors regarding the 
scores (I put in the ’52 scores not the ’53) and the total 
area entered on the plan was incorrect (another typo) 
While the plan I know to be correct as it was compiled 
from Cliff Montplasir’s original drawings (via Devon 
Sutcliffe), I was further taken to task regarding the 
incidence angle of the wing (6°) - JO’D thought it was 
excessive, but the tailplane is also set at positive 
incidence, which negates some of the perceived wing 
incidence resulting in 4° decalage. Just to show that the 
Montplasir flies with the rigging angles quoted, a picture 
of Don Boughton’s model in flight at West Wyalong.
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Don Bladier’s E-mail on the “Dinah-Mite” 
Hi Mike. 
I would not class the Dina Mite as a lightweight model: 
Very solid construction and lots of rubber, It was 1/4" 
rubber and lots of it, and only about 32" wingspan. 
At the time, power models used to go up in a left hand 
climb. My Dina Mite was not far behind them in the 
climb. I had the Dina Mite and my brother-in-law Albert 
Read had the Bazooka, Same wing, just a different 
fuselage. Albert used to win a lot of open rubber comps 
with the RAF V, another Norman Marcus design. I won 
the Vic FAI glider comp about 1950 with a Jinx another 
Norman Marcus design. I never saw a Dinah-Mite go up 
vertical though (You haven’t seen Des Slattery’s Lamb 
Hi-Climber go Don!). Best rubber model that I ever built. 

Don 
And another! 
Hi Mike, 
 I was just about to print Flypaper and I noticed 
that you have Dinah-Mite down as a lightweight. Actually 
Bazooka and Dinah Mite were designed to meet FAI 
loading (12 gm/dm^2), which explains the rugged 
structure and massive amounts of rubber. Norman is 
quietly scathing about this requirement in his notes for 
DM. Perhaps the SMAE brought in the loading rule to 
restore the competitiveness of “real” models relative to 
the throw away lightweights? 
I have DM on the back burner and my projected weights 
are 50 gm for the airframe about 30gm of rubber, 
around half the original.  

Sean 
 
Speaking of West Wyalong (again), when I started 
writing the report on the meeting there on the 13th and 
14th of September, I realised that I had insufficient 
information regarding the machinations and travail 
undertaken by the NSWFFS in acquiring the property 
and so I sought help from Terry Bond and Roy 
Summersby, who promptly passed my enquiry onto Tahn 
Stowe, Secretary of the NSWFFS and who, with others, 
was deeply involved in the submission/acquisition 
process. His reply is appended below: 
 
Hi Mike, (Tahn here) 

I can perhaps give the most distilled answer 
(although it will not be short) to your West Wyalong 
query, as I was heavily involved and as responsible as 
anyone for failure as well as success. 

In 2010 NSWFFS put forward the ambitious idea of 
a 2000 acre MAAA National Centre capable of hosting all 
disciplines, the Nationals, a headquarters for the MAAA, 
an education facility, and a museum to house our 
collective aeromodelling history. (An OZ " AMA Muncie" 
if you will) 

With a proposed budget of just under $2 million this 
"preposterous idea" was met with much shaking of heads 
and hand wringing. NSWFFS were told to go away and 
prepare a "scoping document" for this proposal, and it 
would be considered at the next annual MAAA Council 
Conference. (We were unaware that this is a normal 
bureaurocratic tactic to bury an idea under a huge weight 
of mushroom compost.) 

NSWFFS spent several hundred man-hours producing 
this document and duly presented it to the 2011 Council 
Conference. Although afforded some discussion, it was 
just too "big" an idea to ever get airborne when 
surrounded by turkeys with little or no vision. 

We were told by the then President "if all we wanted 
was a Free Flight field, we should go and find one". The 
implication being that if we did in fact "find one" that it 
would be purchased by the MAAA. Also implicit in this 
was recognition at that time that although several R/C 
fields had been purchased with money from the Field 
Purchase Fund, none were suitable for Free Flight. 

After more than 12 months of searching, we put 
forward a proposal for the purchase of a 1000-acre site 
at West Wyalong at a mid year MAAA board meeting 
(State presidents) and asked that we be allowed to begin 
negotiations to purchase this property. The sale price 
was $600K ($600/ acre). A vote was taken and with the 
exception of one state, it was passed. We went home 
elated. 

On returning home, I sent out an email the next day 
(Sunday) attempting to gather a groundswell of support 
and urging Free Flighters to lobby their respective State 
bodies. (You Mike, [actually the VFFS –Ed] obviously were 
one of the respondents) 

This was perhaps naive of me, however it proved 
prophetic. According to Kevin Dodd in a phone call on the 
following Monday morning, before the State presidents 
had boarded their respective planes, "they had changed 
their minds and were now not in favour of the purchase". 

Given this situation and the amount of "chatter" my 
email had caused, the MAAA president offered to 
remove the State presidents from the initial process and 
appoint a three person “Review Group” to assess our 
proposal. NSWFFS did not really have a choice, it was 
this “Review Group” or no field. 

Again, another several hundred man hours went into 
addressing every known criteria that had been used to 
"judge" previous proposals and several that should have 
been used (i.e. can FF be accommodated?). 

Whilst this was taking place the vendor of part of 
the 1000 acre (450 acres road access) decided to 
withdraw the block from sale. This made the remaining 
650 acres inaccessible and of no use. 

The Real Estate agent we had been now dealing with 
for more than a year pointed us towards the current site 
and it was this site - 700 acres at $500/acre - that 
formed the basis of our proposal. 

After seven weeks of deliberations and no direct 
contact with NSWFFS, the “Review Group” put up all 
manner of spurious "reasons” and recommended the 
proposal should be rejected. 

NSWFFS were given two days in which to refute 
these "findings" and I doubt that any of our counter 
arguments were even read, let alone given any thought. 
The biggest criticism of the whole proposal seemed to 
hinge around the fact that there would not be a "host 
Radio Control Club" resident on the site. (Kind of strange 
that no R/C club has been "forced" to have a FF club as 
part of their proposal) 

In fact to counter this, we stated that given certain 
developments (runways and shade) that the local West 
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Wyalong R/C Club would move to the site. This was 
considered "improbable" by the “Review Group”. The fact 
that within two months of us purchasing the field and 
having a runway put in, the West Wyalong R/C Club is 
moving onto the property, should give you some idea of 
the errant speculation contained in the “Review Group’s” 
recommendation to reject the proposal. 

Similarly their speculation about "a possible 
downturn in rural land prices" should play no part in any 
consideration of MAAA field purchase, yet was cited as 
another "reason" to reject the proposal. 

Even though you [VFFS] and many other interested 
parties around the country wrote letters of support 
(bearing in mind the field was being bought for your 
collective use) these apparently fell on deaf ears. 

In relation to the VMAA, it was apparent that the 
then President, now MAAA Vice President, made up his 
own mind and followed the recommendation of the 
“Review Group”. Another state president said loftily that 
the Review Group's” findings were "conclusive”. We 
received one, and only one, state vote in favour of the 
MAAA purchasing a Free Flight field at West Wyalong. 

We had done so much and spent thousands of our 
member's funds in vain, so we floated the idea of selling 
400 x $1000 shares. The register was growing slowly 
with 1, 2-5, even 10 share purchase commitments, 
however we needed some "heavy hitters" to reach the 
target before the block was sold to a farmer. I 
approached Adrian Bryant and as luck or providence 
would have it, he was interested and was encouraged in 
this by his late wife Jo. 

The Photo that you should have signed at West 
Wyalong [we did] shows those who were present when 
Adrian agreed to buy the property outright for the 
NSWFFS. He wished to remain anonymous until the deal 
was completed and it became possibly the worst kept 
secret in FF history, with all sorts of unconfirmed 
rumours and deductions. 

Not sure I can tell you any more except that the 
dream is still alive and that we hope to get some of "our 
money" from the MAAA Field Purchase and Development 
Fund to further enhance the WW facility. 

NSWFFS have recently submitted an EOI 
[Expression Of Interest] to the NSW Club Grants 
Scheme proposing a “West Wyalong Model Aviation Park” 
on the site, including an ablutions block, bunk house, 
camping area, meeting /museum building, C/L circles and a 
cross-strip for R/C, plus associated car parking, road and 
entrance etc. Probably a snowball in Hell’s chance, but if 
it is one lesson we have learnt out of all this, it is that if 
you do not ask you will not receive. 

In the case of the Jo and Adrian Bryant Free 
Flight Field, we have probably arrived at a better 
outcome than had the purchase been made by the 
MAAA. This way NSWFFS has the title deed (we paid 
the stamp duty) and it will be run by Free Flight 
primarily for Free Flight and the West Wyalong R/C 
Club will be our "guest" R/C club not the "host". 

 Because of the structure of the MAAA, NSWFFS is 
effectively the only Free Flight voice that ever gets 
heard at the annual Council Conferences, and at any 
Board meetings. By being an "Ordinary Member" of the 

MAAA, NSWFFS has a seat at the table (albeit we only 
get one vote out of the three allocated to each Ordinary 
Member, 24 total) 

 All the other Free Flight interests around the 
country are subsumed by their State Bodies whose main 
focus is R/C. This was evidenced as you point out by the 
manner in which they treated the FF field purchase 
proposal. 

Anyone in any state or territory can join any 
Ordinary Member of the MAAA. You can join NSWFFS 
Inc regardless of where you live, and receive your FAI 
card as usual with all that it includes. If you do you will of 
course get NSW info (The Free Flighter) and will no 
longer receive info from your resident state body. 

Currently NSWFFS has several "interstate" 
members, with the number growing annually. There is of 
course the option of a Club having some of its members 
registered with different State Bodies. 

NSWFFS Inc fees are currently $90/ year for 
seniors and free for juniors (fully subsidised) and we 
would welcome your membership. 

I hope I have answered as fully as you required, 
however if you need more do not hesitate to contact us. 

 
Regards 

Tahn Stowe 
Hon Treasurer 
NSWFFS Inc 

 
 [Thank you Tahn. Well, there you have it folks, the 
full (well, slightly expurgated) story of the West 
Wyalong purchase]  

   – Ed.  
 
 To (finally) close this month, I have just received a 
copy of the latest FFDU (FFDU 2014-3) – In my opinion, 
this has evolved into the best Free Flight newsletter in 
Australia (if not the world) – a credit to its editor Mal 
Campbell. If you haven’t yet subscribed to it you should, 
as by becoming a subscriber you also become a member 
of the AFFS (contact Vin Morgan).  
 Perhaps some thought should also be given to MAAA 
affiliation through the NSWFFS as per Tahn’s final 
comments above. 
 

GENERAL MEETING 2nd SEPTEMBER 2014 
 

Meeting Commenced At: 8-00 pm 
 
1. PRESENT: S. O’Connor, P. Butler, M. Glaister,  

D. Boughton, T. Denyer, J. Fullarton, C. Parker,  
R. Gibbs, R. Neve, , D. Sutherland, A. Koralagama 

 
2. VISITORS: Vin Morgan 
 
3. APOLOGIES: D. Cassidy, F. Grassham, P. Griffith 
 
4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: As published in 

Flypaper. 
 
5. Acceptance moved: T. Denyer, seconded: R. Gibbs. 

Carried. 



Page 4 of 4 

 
6. MATTERS ARISING: Nil 
 
7. SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 

Correspondence in: 
  
1.   C/L News,  

 
 2. Letters from Kingston Council. 

 
Correspondence out: 
  
1. Email thanking Joe Finocchiaro regarding 

advertising the G.E.O.Y.S.D in the VMAA 
newsletter.  

2. Annual Report to Consumer Affairs. 
    

 Financial Statement for August: 
 

Bank   $2566.64,  
Cash   $83.20,  
Total   $2649.84.  
Estimated Stock:  $105.05 

 
Membership: 

 
19 members, (15 full & 4 part), 
 3 Flypaper subscribers 

 
Acceptance moved:  R. Neve,  

seconded:   P. Butler 
  

Carried. 
 
8. MATTERS ARISING: Nil 
 
9. REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING: 

Nothing other the agenda below. 
 

10. GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 

Meeting Topics: 
September Existing local hobby shops  

and a magazine & kit sale,  
($1 per magazine, $5 per kit. 

October  Covering with Icarex 
November Colours for scale models 
December Harry Sokol will give a talk 

 about his electronic timers 
 

Trial Venue for 2015 F1D Team Trials: A scoping trial 
has been arranged to assess the suitability of the 
Moorabbin Town Hall for F1D team Trials. This will be 
held on Wednesday October 1st between the hours of 
11.00 am to 2.00 pm. Those wishing to attend should 
obtain a car park (under the building) pass from the 
box office in the main entry and report to the 
building supervisor on arrival.  
The main entry is on Nepean highway. 
 
Web Site Hosting Space Investigations:  

 
Still ongoing. 
 
Other General Business: Nil 
 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING:  
8.00p.m.Thursday, 18th September 2014,  
59 Roseneath Street, Clifton Hill  

 
Meeting Closed At: 8-15 pm 
 
11. Discussion:  
 
Hobby Shops Still in Existence: Due to the magazine and 
kit auction, this topic has been held over to another 
time. 
 
Magazine Sale and Kit Auction: R. Neve conducted the 
sale of magazines and model aeroplane kits. All proceeds 
when to the club – Approx. $100 was raised 

 
1390 Clear Ridge Road, West Wyalong 
 (After Tahn’s erudite explanation of the involved 
process the NSWFFS went through in acquiring the 
property at the above address, I can add little other 
than a broad description of the property, its environs 
and how to get there – Ed 

Measuring 1.9 km N-S and 1.4 km. E-W, (700 acres 
approx), flat and with only a few single and sparsely 
located trees, combined with the additional bonus of 
being only 14 km. from a sizeable town with plentiful 
accommodation (West Wyalong), the property is ideal as 
a free flight (and possibly Nationals) venue.  

The property includes a sizeable farmhouse (in 
reasonable repair but needing a little attention and a 
coat of paint) with adjacent (disused) tennis court and 
what used to be an above-ground swimming pool. From 
the gate, it is approximately a 1½ kilometre drive to the 
farmhouse on a (mainly) good dirt road, the qualification 
being that there are three deeply eroded water channels 
which must be negotiated with care – Howard Gostellow 
got bogged in one.  

The land is, in the main, low-lying and could be prone 
to flooding in really wet weather, the ground being 
covered in a tight-knit, low-growing succulent (sedge?), 
which binds the surface; this is interspersed with clumps 
of spiky grass. Scattered throughout are small lumps of 
quartz (West Wyalong used to be a gold mining area). 
Taken altogether, the sedge, grass and stones can make 
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retrieval a minor hazard – in this respect the grassy 
Springhurst surface is superior, but then you have the 
fences to negotiate and the piles of sheep shit to avoid – 
none of either at West Wyalong! 
  
 So much for the potted description of the property, 
what follows is a description of the VFFS 
representatives’ travels and experiences over the 
weekend – generally good, other interstaters and NSW-
Sydney-based flyers may have similar experiences to 
relate. 
 Leaving Melbourne at 7 am (actually Sean’s place in 
Clifton Hill) and travelling north along the Hume 
Highway, we met up with Don Boughton and Tim Denyer 
at Avenel about an hour later and thence proceeded via 
the most direct route, which took us past Springhurst 
and an hour or so later the flying site at “Narrandera” - 
which is, incidentally, a considerable distance from the 
town of Narrandera (it is actually closer to Urana, a 
nostalgic mid-western NSW town which has seen better 
days – I’m being unkind, but with two pubs, one derelict 
and boarded-up the other with a 4 pm opening time, a 
Post Office that closes for lunch at noon, there ‘aint 
much happening in downtown Urana). 
 Upon arrival at Narrandera at around 1 pm, we again 
tried to buy a road map of NSW, a purchase we had 
attempted at Corowa some time earlier but were yet 
again unsuccessful (we later tried the service stations in 
West Wyalong - with the same result).  
 Fortunately the roads in NSW are very well marked 
– much better road signage than in Victoria – which aided 
our passage.  
 Arriving at West Wyalong around 3 pm, we booked 
into the Palms Motel, conveniently located just behind 
the Tattersalls Hotel, and to which we immediately 
repaired to slake our thirsts after the seven-hour 
journey.  
 Unlike Narrandera, which is very modern-looking and 
laid out in a grid pattern, the main street (Newell 
Highway) of West Wyalong meanders through the town, 
in all probability following the old coach road to the 
West. This lends a certain rustic charm to the place, and 
invites exploration, so we spent some time walking 
around the town, stopping at all the pubs along the way. 
Mid-way through this odyssey, we met Roy Summersby 
and Terry Bond who were in the throes of negotiating 
the purchase of a second-hand fridge for the new 
property. Roy warned us away from the pub in the centre 
of town – it had gone a bit upmarket and trendy (we still 
had a drink there) - so we settled on the Tatts pub near 
to hand for dinner. We were joined there a little later 
by the Queensland contingent, Terry, Walter Bollinger 
and others from NSW and Percy Wright from Victoria 
(WW). We all enjoyed the ridiculously cheap and very 
good $10 meal provided.  
 Providentially, I found myself seated next to Adrian 
Bryant and we had an very enjoyable conversation 
interspersed with Adrian giving a rendition of “The Old 
Redback Log” to all of the assembled diners [I’m still 
trying to find out who wrote it, perhaps Adrian – could 
someone help me? –Ed] 

 The next day we arrived at the field at 7am, and 
approached the apparently deserted farmhouse to find 
Matt Hannaford in the backyard stoking a brazier full of 
glowing coals left over from the previous night’s fire. We 
were joined shortly thereafter by Donna Grey who 
emerged from the farmhouse, and moments later by Col 
Collyer who had spent the night in his VW van. After a 
few pleasantries we set off for the middle of the field, 
slithering across a shallow depression and nearly getting 
bogged in the process.  
 Sean and I set up our “Stooges” about 100 metres 
east of the farmhouse and in the process observed that 
the later arrivals were opting for a flight line some two 
hundred metres to the NW of us. We had allowed for a  
very slight katabatic drift to the NW, so decided to 
stay where we were for the moment. A little later and 
feeling a bit lonely, we decided to pack up and join the 
others, but in the process, Donna came charging down on 
the communal quad-bike to say that the NW flight line 
was being abandoned and the others were coming to join 
us!  
 As it so happened, the early morning drift which 
prompted this relocation vanished a short while later and 
any place was as good as any other – there was 
absolutely no drift and these conditions held for the 
whole of the weekend – the weather was more than 
perfect, no cloud, pleasant temperatures and no flies! 

Roy’s Dixie Gets Away 
 The Dixielander competition – to Roy’s “fun” rules (I 
never did find out what the “fun” rules were!) – was 
quickly underway and numerous (didn’t count ‘em) Dixies 
were in the air, some with indifferent climbs – wide RH 
circles tending to flatten out as speed increased. Of the 
Dixies, I thought that both Roy’s and Vin’s efforts were 
the best; tighter climb circle and consequently greater 
height gain.  
 Concurrent with the Dixie competition, the Open 
Rubber was also underway and there were a lot of O/R 
models competing with the power models for airspace. 
Added to this mix were a number of sport power models 
and one or two scale jobs – the drone of diesel motors 
and the more strident note of glow motors was seemingly 
constant throughout the day.  
 Midway through this turmoil, Col Collyer dragged out 
his 1½ times full size “Stomper” and prepped it for 
flight. Wandering over to have a chat, I noticed that Col 
was trying to sort out the “electrics”, having blown two 
plugs in short order – turned out he had connected up 
the glow driver to the battery with reverse polarity and 
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the whole 12 volts was being fed to the plug! That was 
quickly sorted out but worse was to come - and very 
shortly.  

 
Col Collyer’s Stomper – Also Away, But Not For Long! 
 Having mucked about sorting out the plug problem, 
in the process he had inadvertently almost drained the 
tank – there was sufficient fuel remaining to start the 
motor and for about 15 seconds of run, but when the 
timer released the flood-off line, the flood-off pipe was 
pumping air and not fuel into the venturi so the motor 
ran on until the model D/T’ed at around 11 seconds 
(trimming flight) and the resultant half-loop broke the 
wing! A real demo of Murphy’s Law – if something can go 
wrong, it will! 

  
And About 11 Seconds Later… 

Slightly further afield, Albert Fathers was flying his 
“Waif” in O/R and quickly managed the requisite three 
maxes, as did Des Slattery and Leigh Morgan. Quite 
uncharacteristically, Jim Christie, normally so very 
consistent, dropped a flight in O/R and switched to 
flying his ’55 Bilgri Wake in Vintage. He was joined in 
this by Albert fathers flying his Boxall of approximately 

the same vintage. Other models of note were a “Victoria 
Parker” – an unusual choice, (see above)  

 Not a high-performance model, but great fun to fly – I 
had one. Howard was flying his “Jeckyll and Hyde” and 
another design which took a bit of identifying, a “Vargo-
Wock” apparently a variation of a “Gollywock”. Earlier, 
Sean had been playing with his Alan Lim Joon ’54 Wake, 

Howard Gostellow with “Jeckyll and Hyde” 
but just when things looked promising, the prop stop 
mechanism broke – for the third time – so he reverted 
to his “Dwarf Dip III” ‘Vintage’ Coupe, but after a few  

Sean readying his “Dwarf Dip III” 
flights and with no Coupe contest in the offing, packed 
that away as well and started trimming his P30  
 

 
Dwarf Dip III – Complex and Beautifully Built 

 At about this time, Roy started playing with his 
Playboy Senior, powered by a K&B Greenhead (I think). 
The motor sounded terrific and the model had a great 
rate of climb, but something went wrong with the D/T 
and the model spiralled down very steeply and landed 
heavily (crashed) very close to the line of vehicles, the 
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fuselage coming to rest, apparently undamaged about 
five metres away from my car! Mal’s photo-sequence 
tells all! 

 
The Launch 

 
The Climb 

 
The Descent 

 
The Arrival (Crash) – Roy Observing Closely 

 Not to be outdone, Bondy managed to have a timer 
failure on his reduced-scale “Stomper” – nothing 
particularly unusual in that except that the model stayed 
in the air and in sight of onlookers for about an hour, 

finally being retrieved only a short distance away by 
Terry on the Quad-Bike. 

 
Return of the Stomper 

 
 The afternoon was moving on when Col Collyer 
decided to fly his three metre (at least) span Manta (or 
is it Mantis?) glider, but with no wind to assist in the 
tow, he began looking for a “volunteer”. Eventually he 
found one in Mal Campbell and together they rolled out 
the tow line (100 metres for the biggies) – then the 
comedy began! With no wind to speak of they performed 
a pas de deux as they moved around in a 100-metre 
diameter circle looking for that elusive puff of wind. 
Eventually, either exhausted or satisfied with their 
orientation, the model was launched, and with very little 
fuss Mal had the “Mantis” at the top of the line and into 
a thermal 
 

 
Col Collyer’s Manta Under Tow – Mal Campbell Towing 
 Shortly after Col had retrieved the Manta, Sean and 
I decided to return to West Wyalong for a clean-up and, 
more importantly, to retrieve the beers we had so 
carelessly left in the fridge back at the motel.  
 Returning to the field at around 5:30, we were just 
in time for the presentation, which preceded the 
barbeque. It was then that our speculations were 
confirmed as Terry, acting as Master of Ceremonies, 
revealed the identity of the mystery donor to which we 
free flighters are so very much indebted, Adrian Bryant 
– asTahn stated above, the worst kept secret in FF 
history!   
 A large banner, which the NSWFFS had caused to 
be prepared was unveiled, the banner proclaimed the 
field to be “The Jo and Adrian Bryant Free Flight 
Field” This was a poignant moment as Adrian had lost his 
wife Jo only a short while before and it was greatly 
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regretted by all present that Jo was not there to 
witness and to enjoy the occasion.  
 Terry then prevailed upon Adrian to give a speech 
during which he gave a reprise of his “Old Redback Log” 
poem from the previous evening (and a little later of 
another the name of which I have forgotten) 

 
The Banner 

 

 
Adrian Bryant – Pensive During Terry’s Speech 

Shortly thereafter, Terry introduced the Secretary of 
the MAAA, Kevin Dodd, who had come along to present 
the MAAA Hall of Fame award to Roy Summersby in 
recognition of him winning the F1C event at the World 
Championships in France last year 
 

  
Kevin Dodd and Roy with Roy’s Hall of Fame Award 

As late afternoon turned into evening and then into 
night, the barbeque got underway with Howard 
Gostellow, Matt Hannaford (and sundry helpers) doing 
the cooking, urged on by a disorderly line of hungry but 
happy free flighters all chatting together, occasionally 
chivvying the hapless cooks with (sometimes) ribald 
remarks! – All taken in good part – it was all very 
enjoyable. 

 
Early Evening – Part of the Crowd Around the Fire 

 To conclude proceedings, a large cake was produced 
and Adrian was asked to perform the cutting ceremony 
to commemorate the occasion.  The evening wound down 
after that as people departed for West Wyalong to rest 
and prepare for Sunday  
 

 
Adrian cuts the Commemorative Cake 

 Arriving a little later than on the previous day, Vin 
and Leigh had already established the flight line at the 
previous NW location – it really didn’t matter where it 
was as the weather was again perfect – just a longer 
walk to the toilets! – The Open Rubber fly-off opened 
proceedings and Albert Fathers and Des Slattery were 
in the air almost simultaneously, followed a short while 
later by Leigh Morgan. Leigh’s model, based on F1B bits, 
had a smooth and sustained burst thanks to the extra 
rubber and quite easily outclimbed both Albert’s and 
Des’ models which were at that point, running off the 
last few turns. It was Albert’s misfortune that the prop 
on his model did not fold completely and the model went 
left instead of right and into a semi-stalled glide. Des 
Slattery model, while not gaining the height of Albert’s 
model, and certainly not that of Leigh’s, was 
nevertheless gliding superbly, however it looked a 
foregone conclusion that with the height gained, Leigh 
would win, but an inexplicably poor glide resulted in Leigh 
coming second, 13 seconds behind Des and two seconds 
in front of Albert.  
 I’m unsure when the Vintage comp was held, whether 
it was on the Saturday, Sunday or both, but what was 
most pleasing to all was the result; Adrian won it with 
three maxes, the only one to do so – he didn’t need the 
bonus points! 
 The P30 comp. started shortly after the O/R fly-
off, first flight being the unlimited “max” flight, with 
first flights to be posted before 9am. Sean put in a 2:36 
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followed by two 120 sec. maxes to be in the running; I 
managed an under-elevated 2:08 before blowing it with a 
mis-set PST timer – I set it at 1 minute instead of two! 
Bondy also blew the first flight – very unusual - while 
other scores had yet to be lodged at the time of our 
departure at 10:45.  
 In retrospect, we really should have hung around for 
the afternoon and stayed another night in West Wyalong 
as by all reports, the weather held and we missed a good 
flying session. However, the early departure did mean 
that we were back in Melbourne by early evening; from 
departure to arrival back home almost exactly 60 hours. 
 

 
Des Slattery’s? Lamb Hi-Climber 

 Talking to Don, Tim and Sean after the event, we all 
agreed that it was a long way to go for a weekend’s 
flying, but if the NSW guys can guarantee weather like 
that again I’m sure we will change our minds and be 
there! 
 On behalf of the four VFFS members present 
(those mentioned above), I would like to thank The 
NSWFFS for putting on a great weekend. We were made 
to feel very welcome. Free Flight has a great new home 
and base thanks to the generosity of Jo and Adrian 
Bryant – just keep those R/C ##$%&# at arm’s length! 
 
Gustav Samann’s “Hornisse” - Revisited 
 The first drawing of this model appeared in the 
November 2010 edition of Flypaper – I was never really 
happy with the drawing as it was based on very sketchy 
and conflicting information. Things would have remained 
as they were though until Niall Corwell came on the 
scene, and as mentioned in the Editorial above, sent me 
enough info to prepare the current plan.  
 While much better in detail, the MAN effort is also 
in conflict with the other published references. 
Apparently part of the confusion arises because Samann 
had two models at the ’55 Wakefield which varied 
slightly in shape and detail – for example, three prop 
sizes are quoted in the text accompanying the plan in the 
MAN article, 22 x 22, 23.5 x 21.5 and 23.5 x 23.5 – so 
it’s a case of take your pick!  
 Another striking feature of this model is the total 
area – well under the allowable 19 Dm2, which at 17.56 
Dm2 barely makes the lower limit for a Wake at 17 Dm2  
This, added to the wing skew/asymmetry controversy 
would suggest that anyone wanting to build a model of 
this design for Vintage could use any (or all) of the 
reference material and still be correct!  
 

J.R. Knight’s “The Monster” 1949 Wakefield 
  A late addition to this month’s Flypaper – another 
of those obscure ’49 Wakes of U.K. origin, the original 
plan being supplied by Devon Sutcliffe. Of note, like the 
Samann “Hornisse”, the “Monster” is not a monster at all, 
it barely makes the grade on area at 17.10 Dm2 and it is 
built like a brick outhouse.  
 It was apparently relatively successful in club 
events, which is surprising in that J.R. Knight belonged 
to the Northampton club, the same club that had 
members of the calibre of Ted Evans and Roy 
Chesterton. The Evans’ influence is apparent in the 
“saddle” wing tongue and the variable wing position along 
with the similarity of construction a la the “Jaguar”. The 
Monster also lacks the refined and carefully thought out 
structure of the Jag fuselage and empennage, but 
perhaps its general robustness was its saving grace  - it 
survived when others didn’t in rough weather. 
 
To conclude, a few more of Mal Campbell’s photos from 
West Wyalong 
 

  
Albert Fathers’ Boxall ’55 Vintage Model 

 - A badly knotted motor spoiled its chances in Vintage. 
 

 
 

Jim Christie’s O/R Model – Unsuccessful This Time 
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W1 - 2.5mm Med. Quarter Grain - 1 Off

W2 to W26 - 1mm Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off Each

1mm Med. Quarter Grain - All Fin Ribs - 1 Off Each

2.5 x 15 Med. Hard

Section A-A

S1WAKEFIELD TROPHY  1955

GERMAN TEAM ENTRY - GUSTAV SAMANN

1st. Place : 180, 180, 180, 180, 180 Total: 900 (315) 

OVERALL LENGTH:

WINGSPAN:

PROPELLER:

TAILPLANE AREA:

PROJ. WING AREA:

MOTOR:
 

1225 mm. 

1289 mm. - 1260 mm. (Proj.)

560 x 560 mm.

3.43 Sq. Dm. 

14.13 Sq. Dm. 

14 Strands of 1 x 6 mm. Pirelli - 80 gm. 140

Benedek B6356b

2.0°

54

135

17

14

30

19

12

130

10

10
15

5

Ø2

5

34

6
12

20

4

Hingeplate: 0.5mm Brass Shim

Faceplate: 0.5mm Brass Shim

2.5° Right Sidethrust

1.5° Downthrust

Spring
Thrust 
Bearing

2mm Dia. Music 
Wire Shaft

1mm Ply

 3mm Hard - 
3 Layers

 Hard Block

1mm Ply

1mm Music 
Wire Hinges

2mm I.D. 
Brass Bush

Woodscrew

2mm Music 
Wire Shaft

W1W2W3W4W5W6W7W8W9W10W11W12W13W14W15W16W17W18W19W20W21W22W23W24W25W26 W2 W3 W4 W5 W6 W7 W8 W9 W10 W11 W12 W13 W14 W15 W16 W17 W18 W19 W20 W21 W22 W23 W24 W25 W26

S1 S1

S1

S1

S1

S1S1S1S1S1S1S1S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1

Gauze 

2 x 10 Hard

1.5 x 2.5 Hard

4 x 4  Med.

W1

W26

S1

2.5°

0°Nom.

DRAWN: MKG 
SEPTEMBER 2014

Propeller Blade Pattern

B

B

C

C

P1

P1

P1 -  1.5mm Med. - 2 Off

R1

R2

R3

R4

R5

R6

0.8mm Gussets

2
.5
 x
 1
0
 M
e
d.

2.5mm Dia. Bamboo
Paper Tube

0.8mm Dia 
Music Wire

4 x 4 Hard

2.5mm Med. Sheet

2.5mm Med. 
Sheet Gusset

1.5mm Med. 
Sheet 

0.8mm Med. 
Sheet 

R1

R2

R6

Rubber Band1.5mm Hard Sheet

1.5mm Dia. Brass Tube

Bind with Cotton 
and Cement

3
m
m
 D
ia
. B
am

b
oo
 -
 T
ap
e
r 
to
 1
.5
m
m
 D
ia
. a
t 
E
nd

1mm Dia  Music Wire

1.5mm External Doubler - Feather Rear Edge into Fuselage

0.8mm Dia. Music 
Wire Hooks

Bind and 
Cement

1mm Ply

5mm Dia. Brass Tube

"Hornisse"

Rear Fuselage Bottom View

Rubber Motor 
Inspection Hatch

Fabric Hinges

Section B-B Section C-C

1.5mm Doublers

5 x 5 Hard 

S1 - 1mm Med. Quarter Grain - 21 Off

1mm Dia. Bamboo Skid

Neoprene Tube

0.8mm 
Gussets

0.8mm Music Wire

0.8mm Music Wire

1.5mm Hard Sheet - 
Bottom Only

2.5mm Dia. 
Bamboo Peg

1.
5
m
m
 H
ar
d
 S
h
ee
t 
E
nd
 P
la
te

4 x 5.5 Hard

1.5mm Hard Sheet Webs

1.5mm Hard Sheet 
Dihedral Brace

1.5mm Hard Sheet 
Dihedral Braces

1.5mm Med. Sheet 

1.5mm Dia. Music Wire

1.5mm Med. Sheet 

5 x 5 Med. Longerons

By.: Gustav Samann

2.5mm Med. Sheet
0.8mm Dia. Hook

2.5mm Soft Sheet

3mm Hard - 3 Laminations

W2

W3

W4 W5

W6

W7

W8 W9

W10

1.5mm Med. Sheet Stiffeners

W11

W12

0.8mm Ply

W13

W14

W15 W16

W17

W18

W19

W20

W21

W22 W23

W26

W25

W24

W1

2.5 x 4 Spruce Spars - Top and Bottom - Taper to 1.5 x 2.5 at Tip

R2

R3

R4

R5

R6

R1

DIHEDRAL BRACES

T.E. - 2.5 Hard

L.E. - 2.5 Hard

 2.5 Hard
 1.5 Hard

5° Twist 
from Here

A

A

2.5mm Med. 
Sheet Gusset

W1 - 2.5 Hard - W2 to W26 - 
Either 1mm Hard or 1.5mm Med. 
Quarter Grain - 2 Off Each.  

0.8mm 
Gussets

 Wire Pin and Latch 
Assembly

 

 

1955 Gustav Samann’s “Hornisse”  
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22 S.W.G. Wire

16 S.W.G. Wire

S6

S1

17
" 
x
 2

1 2
" 
x
 1
1
2
" 
M
ed
.

OVERALL LENGTH:

WINGSPAN:

PROPELLER:

TAILPLANE AREA:

PROJ. WING AREA:

MOTOR:

 

918 mm.

1120. - 1113 mm. (Proj.)

430 x  570 mm. 

4.05 Sq. Dm.

13.05 Sq. Dm.

14 Strands of 6 x 1 - 1200 mm Long 
- Pretensioned to 700 mm

S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6S1S2S3S4S5S6

1
16" Med. Sheet 
Bottom Only

1
8" Dowel 

24 S.W.G. 
Piano Wire

1
8" x 18" Hard

1
8" x 14' Med.

W1 W2 W3 W4 W5 W6 W7 W8 W9 W10 W11 W12 W13 W14 W15W1W2W3W4W5W6W7W8W9W10W11W12W13W14W15

2.5°

-1.0°

1
8" x 

1
8" Med. 

Spacers

1
16" x 18" Med. 
Spacers

1
8" x 

1
8" Hard Longerons

1
8" Med. Sheet

1
16" x 

1
16" Med. 

Stringers

1
8" Med. Sheet 

Gusset

3
32" Hard 
Sheet 1

8" Dia. 
Bamboo

Wing Tongue - 3 Layers 132" Ply  -  Cement Between Dotted Lines

1
16" Ply  Tongues

W1

W15

F
in
 S
pa
r 
- 
1 1
6
" 
H
ar
d
 

F1

F2

F3

1
8" x  

1
8" Hard

1
32" Soft Sheet 

1
32" Med. Sheet - Top and Bottom

1
16" x 

1
4" Hard

1
16" x 

1
8" Hard - Top and Bottom

1
16" Med. Sheet

The Monster
1949 Wakefield Design by J. R. Knight

21 4" Dihedral

1
16" x 

1
4" Hard - Taper 

to 116" x 
1
8" at Tips

1
16" Med. Sheet

238" Dia Wheel

16 S.W.G. Piano Wire

18 S.W.G. Piano Wire

F1

F1

1
16" Ply

1
16" Med. Sheet

6 Laminations 
1
32" x 18"

V
en
tr
al
 F
in
 S
pa
r 
-1
8
" 
x
 3
16
" 
B
am

b
oo
 

VF1

VF2

F2

F3

F1

VF2

VF1

 
J.R. Knight’s 1949 “Monster” Wakefield
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