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 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the First Tuesday in September  (5th) at the Leinster Arms 

Hotel, Cnr Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways 

Reference 2C G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant 
is open from 6.00 p.m. 

 

September Topic:  hobby shops still in existence  
Magazine & kit sale   

 

Contacts: 

 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. September/October 
 

September Outdoor events (TBA)  

September 13-14  Inaugural Fly-In at the NSWFFS 
property at West Wyalong-for 
further details, contact Terry 
Bond at: karenand007@gmail.com 

 or Roy Summersby at: 
 roydi132@optusnet.com.au 

October Outdoor events (TBA) 

 

Editorial: As you read this, it is only a week or so away 
from the NSW Free Flight Society’s “inaugural” fly-in at 
the West Wyalong field. (It was used for the NSWFFS 
State Champs, so it won’t be the first occasion that FF 
has been flown at the site) This will be a momentous 
occasion for Free Flight in Australia and indeed the free 
flight world - I am unaware of any other national or 
regional body actually owning the place on which they fly. 
At this point, and on behalf of the VFFS, I would like to 
extend our grateful thanks to the generous (and 
anonymous) benefactor who donated all of the money 
required for the purchase of the property 
 Since obtaining the field, various improvements have 
been made, namely the removal of several obstructive 
trees (Terry Bond, Matt Hannaford and chainsaw) and 
more importantly, a dividing fence, making a single 

contiguous field measuring 1.4km x 1.9km and an area of 
just over 700 acres. (270 Ha Approx).  
 At this point in time, at least four VFFS members 
and a greater, but unspecified number of Werribee 
Wanderers intend to make the journey north to 
participate in what should be a really fun weekend. Why 
not join us? 
 Once more, the intended Indoor events at 
Manningham had to be cancelled due to the lack of 
participants as only four VFFS members turned up. 
Those that did attend were confronted with a car park 
full to overflowing due to a children’s gymnastic contest 
in the adjacent hall. To add to the discomfort, a 
continual procession of “suits” were parading along the 
periphery of the basketball hall, opening and closing the 
doors at will and thereby disturbing the air – not good 
when the very lightweight models like F1M’a and L’s were 
in the air. Fortunately no F1D’s were being flown as the 
ensuing turbulence could have created carnage – It was 
later discovered that, in addition to the main vestibule 
doors being opened and closed, another door in the 
conference room had been left open to the outside 
atmosphere, this during a very windy day! 
 Since the YMCA has taken over management of the 
venue, the pressure on the facilities has increased and 
the YMCA staff seem much less sympathetic to our 
needs when compared to the previous management group. 
Perhaps in their mind, we are regarded as a group of 
doddering “Old Farts” whose needs can be disregarded. 
Perhaps we in turn need to rethink the use of this venue 
for future contests. 
 The plans in this month’s issue of Flypaper are both 
lightweights, a wartime and immediate post war category 
invented by the English aeromodellers during a time of 
extreme shortage in both balsa and rubber. The two 
models are extremes in this category, the Mick Farthing 
lightweight of 1942 being a model of economy in 
materials while the Norman Marcus “Dinah-mite” being 
of far more robust construction. 
 Speaking of plans, I have been in correspondence 
with Niall Corwell, a U.S. modeller who requested a plan 
of Gustav Samann’s “Hornisse”. It later transpired that 
Niall was at the 1955 Wakefield contest and was 
afforded the opportunity of closely examining Samann’s 
model and was thus in a position to pick my drawing to 
bits! Niall kindly supplied contemporary drawings and 
enough further detail for me to completely revise my 
drawing of this model – this will appear in a later edition 
of Flypaper – hopefully later this year.    
 Finally, Ron Neve has kindly donated some kits and 
magazines for sale at the next G.M. – Details below. 
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MAGAZINE AND KIT SALE 

 
  At the September general meeting there will be a sale 
of aeromodelling magazines and kits, both rubber 
powered and ic. Power models. 
 

 Prices:   
Magazines  $1 each 
Kits   $5 each 

 
 Approximately 70 magazines consisting of: 

Model Builder  25 
Aeromodeller  20 
Air Trails, Flying Aces, Model Airplane News (mixed) 

 
All magazines are in good condition and many contain full 
size plans. 
Kits are in good condition, unopened and clean.  
All proceeds to go to ourselves (VFFS), so come along 
and buy up. Go home with some treasures and help our 
great club. 
  

GENERAL MEETING 5th AUGUST 2014 
 
Meeting Commenced at: 7-55 pm 
 
 
PRESENT: D. Cassidy, S. O’Connor, P. Butler,  

 M. Glaister, D. Boughton, T. Denyer,  
 J. Fullarton, P.  Griffiths 

 
VISITORS: Nil 
 
 
APOLOGIES: F. Grassham, D. Sutherland, C. Parker,  
 R. Gibbs, R. Neve.  
 
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: As published in July 
Flypaper. 
 
Acceptance moved:  P. Butler, 
  

 Seconded:  T. Denyer. 
 

 Carried. 

 
MATTERS ARISING: Nil 
 
 
SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 
Correspondence in: C/L News 
 
Correspondence out:  
    

Bank   $2764.89 
Cash   $35.20,  
Total   $2799.89.  

Estimated Stock:   $105.05 
 
Membership: 
 

16 members, (13 full & 3 part), 1 Flypaper 
subscribers 
 
Liabilities:  $342.00 VMAA member fees. 

 
 

Acceptance moved:  D. Boughton, 
 

Seconded:  T. Denyer.  
 
Carried. 

 

 
MATTERS ARISING: None 
 
 
REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING:  
 
No significant matters were discussed. 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 

 
Meeting Topics: 

 
August  Trimming power models. 
September Existing local hobby shops plus 

magazine & kit sale,. 
October  Covering with Icarex 
November  Colours for scale models 
 

Venue for 2015 F1D Team  
 
Trials: A test will be held at Moorabbin Town Hall on 
Wednesday October 1st between the hours of 11.00 
am to 2.00 pm 
D. Boughton described the physical characteristics of 
the interior of the venue. 
 
Grand End of Year Scale Day:  
 
Publicity: Nothing further to report. 
 
Other General Business:  
 
M. Glaister presented the latest newsletter of the 
Werribee Wanderers, from which: 
 
The annual Werribee Wanderers “Spring Fun Fly” will 
be held the Springhurst site on the 3rd weekend in 
October. The dates are Saturday 18th and Sunday 
19th. 
M. Glaister is the appointed VFFS liaison officer for 
the event. Contact him for further information. 

 
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING:  

 

8.00p.m.Thursday, 21st August 2014 at 59 Roseneath 
Street, Clifton Hill  
 
Meeting Closed At: 8-29 pm 
 
TRIMMING POWER MODELS: 
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Don Boughton brought the almost-completed 
resurrection of his ’57 power model, now fitted with 
VIT/VIR and talked about his approach to trimming - 
with the original McCoy now replaced by a much more 
powerful O.S.32, VIT/VIR will certainly be needed!  

Sean O’Connor brought along his new coupe, a 60’s 
area-rule 80-gramme design by Charlie Soitch (USA). 
Sean had been following a thread on Hippocket Builder 
where a postal competition for ‘60’s coupes has been 
organised – Sean hopes to fly the model at West 
Wyalong and record his times for the postal competition 
entry there. 

 Mike Glaister brought along his Nova-Rossi 
528R motor, now fitted to a pan – work on the all-carbon 
Open Power model is progressing - slowly!  
 

Mick Farthing’s and Norman Marcus’ Lightweights 

 The Mick Farting Lightweight and the Norman 
Marcus “Dinah – Mite” are examples, possibly extremes, 
of the lightweight class of model flown in Britain during 
the war and immediate post-war period. They are 
separated by eight years with the Mick Farthing being 
an early example of the true lightweight while the Dinah 
– Mite is probably best described as a pugnacious 
rubber-driven rocket  
 This class of model made the best use of the scarce 
and restricted materials available (although in the case 
of the Marcus model, by ‘49 restrictions had probably 
eased somewhat). They were also quick and relatively 
easy to replace as at that time the simple and effective 
tip-up tailplane dethermaliser had not crossed the 
Atlantic from the US to Britain, or if it had, was not in 
wide use as the fiddly and relatively ineffective 
parachute D/T’s were still being employed in the far 
more elaborate Wakefields of the period. Modellers 
reckoned on losing at least one model per contest, so 
economy of time, money and materials were of 
paramount concern. 
 The two drawings presented in this issue of 
Flypaper were prepared from accurate dimensioned 
plans, which appeared in the February 1943 edition of 
“Aeromodeller” (Mick Farthing) and 1949 “Model 
Aviation” (Marcus’ :Dinah–Mite”), the latter drawn by 
Ron Warring 
 It is interesting to note that the Farthing design 
had both a “Stick” and “Fuselage” version, the latter 
conforming to the L2/100 rule, both having an 
undercarriage for ROG, a mandatory requirement and 
mirroring the requirements for the then current 
Wakefield class. The conformity to a common wingspan 
of 30” also suggests that these models were quite 
constrained in their design. (Mick Farthing also noted in 
the text accompanying the drawing that the original 
lasted for only six flights before disappearing – 
upwards!) 
 Both the C/S area and ROG rules were abandoned  
(at least for the lightweights) by 1949, a move which 
should have made the class more popular, but it seems to 
have lost favour and disappeared from the UK contest 
schedule early in the ‘50’s, being replaced by the larger 
and totally unrestricted Open Rubber class. Perhaps one 

reason for this was their tendency to disappear very 
quickly OOS. 
 The Mick Farthing is apparently one of the first if 
not the original “prototype” for this class and a bit of an 
anachronism, dated in modern eyes by the use of the 
Marquardt S-3 aerofoil, but there is no doubting it’s 
performance, I know of one still being flown regularly 
and well capable of five-minute plus flights.  
 With regard to the “Dinah-Mite”, it appears to be a 
bit (a lot!) out of character, even when compared with 
other late ‘40’s early ‘50’s lightweights and is in stark 
contrast to that other Marcus design, the RAFF V a plan 
of which appeared in the January 1947 “Aeromodeller”. 
 It is built far more robustly than any other of its 
class and powered (in)appropriately. The climb was 
apparently vertical for almost the entire motor run and 
various warnings and “advice” in the (incomplete) 
accompanying text would tend to suggest that the model 
was a bit of a handful. 
 FFQ devoted much of issue 21 to a discussion and 
analysis of the genre, with a follow-up article on Laurie 
Barr’s “Pinocchio” and “Scram” designs in issue 37, so if 
you want further information on the lightweight class 
you know where to go.  
 Reading the articles in FFQ, it would appear that a 
common trend was to use about 8 strands of ¼” rubber 
(Dunlop) weighing about 50gm which is a lot of rubber 
for such small models, especially as the props being 
driven were of the order of 12” to 13” diameter (15” for 
the “Dinah-Mite”). As neither plan gives any indication of 
the amount of rubber used, in the case of the Mick 
Farthing, a safe bet would be to substitute somewhere 
in the region of 10 strands of 1/8”, possibly 12 of 
modern rubber  - while with the “Dinah-Mite”, it is 
anyone’s guess 
 If any reader has ever built a “Dinah-Mite” or any 
other lightweight for that matter, could they please 
write to me with their impressions or experiences – good 
or bad. 

Ed. 
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Bamboo Dowel Hinge

Official Times:
Stick Version : 583 Seconds (Aggregate)

Fuselage Version: 822 Seconds (Aggregate)

Best Flights: 361 Sec (O. O. S.) (Stick)

525 Sec (O. O. S.) (Fuselage)
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1943 Mick Farthing Lightweight 
 



Page  of 5 

5

 

REDRAWN: MKG 
AUGUST 2014
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DINAH - MITE
By: Norman Marcus

 
1949 DINAH – MITE BY Norman Marcus
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Sean O’Connor’s Dwarf Dip III 

 The raison d'être for this model came about as a result of a proposal for a postal contest for area-rule 
Coupe d'hiver models which appeared on the Hippocket Builder website. The rules of the contest allow for three 
tries or sets of five 2-minute max flights at which point, if having maxed out, the max for the “flyoff” flights are 
to be increased by 30 seconds for each subsequent flight.  

In order to compete in this contest, Sean picked Dwarf Dip III design for several reasons but principally 
because the propeller was much larger than most Coupes of that era. I first became aware that something was 
afoot when Sean showed me a pair of beautifully finished propeller blades at the June General Meeting. From that 
point in time, the rest of the model appeared very rapidly thereafter (nothing like a deadline to get you moving eh 
Sean – the contest closes at the end of September).  
 I have also had the opportunity to closely examine the model during various phases of the build and in my 
opinion, the standard of its construction is beyond excellent; the only word I can think of which adequately 
describes it is exquisite. The wood used for the ribs and fuselage sides is, appropriately, 1960’s 1/32” sheet and 
the model is covered in Japanese tissue (not Esaki) of the same era. Orange and pink may seem a strange colour 
combination to choose, but this was forced by the availability of sufficient quantities of tissue. Initial trimming was 
performed in the local park when conditions permitted and subsequently refined at Eynesbury a short while later – 
the pink tissue really glows in the sunlight! 
 A few notes on the design: In the ’64-’65 Frank Zaic Year Book (P104 –107) an article appeared which was 
entitled “What is it? Winter Cupers USA”  (yeah the spelling is terrible). This was written by Charles Soitch in 
which he introduced the Cd’H class to American modellers, introduced or clarified the then-extant rules and where 
he described his approach using his Dwarf Dip II design as an example. (Dwarf Dip? What was Charlie thinking?). 
Sean chose the slightly later and more refined version than the plan shown in the article as the later version of the 
model (Dwarf Dip III) has a two bladed prop and geodetic wing construction compared to the single blade prop and 
conventional wing construction on the DDII.  

From personal observation, the model has a really good burst without being quite as good as Sean’s SOCoupe 
design and it tends to run out of puff shortly thereafter, cruising around rather than climbing to the last turn in 
contrast to that of the SOCoupe. In neutral air it maxes comfortably and in a thermal centres really well and 
appears to be very stable in that situation, but in bad or unhelpful air tends to lose height quickly. While this is 
true of all models, the lack of height gain during the cruise phase leaves it more vulnerable than most modern 
Coupes, perhaps illustrating how far the Cd’H class has come in the intervening 50 years.  

At this point in time, Sean suspects that the relatively inefficient prop design may be the culprit. 
Substituting a SOCoupe prop for the current one would make the model much more competitive, but would it violate 
the rules of the Postal contest? A reading of the rules states that the model must conform to the cross-sectional 
area and weight requirements and nothing more, so things may change, but it is still very early in the trimming stage 
for this model and perhaps a better match between prop and motor may yet be found. Both old (very old) Tan II 
and slightly newer Super Sport rubber have been tried so far, giving substantially differing results. It was also a 
very cold day when the above tests and subsequent observations were made – such conditions have a dramatic 
effect on the available energy that can be stored in the motor and on the analytical capabilities of frozen 
observers. 


