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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the first Tuesday in December (1st ) at the Leinster Arms 

Hotel, Cnr Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways 

Reference 2C G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant 
is open from 6.00 p.m. 

 

December Topic: Jigs  
 

Contacts: 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  

Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. December/January  
 

 
December 5 General Outdoor Flying 

Eynesbury Field.  
 
December 14 Novelty Christmas Event 

Sandringham. 
 

Editorial:  Not for the first time, the Publican at the 
Leinster Arms double-booked the function room despite 
giving assurances that “It would not happen again”, so 
the November meeting had to be held in the general 
dining area, a cramped, drafty and noisy area not at all 
conducive to rational discussion (I take some liberties 
here!) so the meeting became a somewhat disjointed 
affair, briefly covering the business issues and with no 
discussion topic. One issue that was decided however 
was that we would put the fifteen model engines from 
Bob Allison’s estate up for public auction rather than by 
tender amongst a small group of ageing aeromodellers. I 
apologise for the misleading information given in this 
respect in the November Flypaper. 
 Apart from the engines, Bob had some reference 
books, magazines and a copious collection of (mainly 
power model) plans (don’t we all).  A list of the 
publications appears at the bottom of this newsletter. 
(The plans are being collated and will be listed shortly)  
 The GEOYSD was held on the 23rd of November, 
about a month earlier than usual, and while enjoyable, 
was marred by the steadily decreasing number of 
participants. How we can redress this issue is perhaps 
beyond our means and hard questions need to be asked 

as to the viability of the event. (Also the Bizarre scoring 
system) 
 This month, five “eligible” ‘60’s Coupe d’hiver plans 
are presented in the (hopefully not) forlorn expectation 
that one or two members will gainfully utilize the 
Christmas break to build a model with which to enable a 
meaningful contest to be held during the June to 
September period of next year (the Southern 
Hemisphere Winter period)  
 
  GENERAL MEETING 10th NOVEMBER 2015 
 
Meeting Commenced At:  8-13 pm 
 
1. PRESENT:    S. O’Connor, P. Butler, M. Glaister,   

 D. Boughton, T. Denyer, J. Fullarton,  
 R. Gibbs, C. Parker, A. Koralagama,  
 D. Cassidy, R. Neve 

 
2. VISITORS: Vin Morgan 
 
3. APOLOGIES: D.  Sutherland, P. Griffith 
 
4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:   

Were published in Flypaper. 
Acceptance moved:  R. Gibbs,  

Seconded:  P. Butler.  
Carried. 

 
5. MATTERS ARISING: (That are not covered below). 

Nil 
 

6. SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 
Correspondence in:  C/L News 

 
Correspondence out:  Reminder to members about 

indoor events. 
 

Bank  $2427.95,  
Cash  $171.20,  
Total $2599.15.  

        Estimated Stock: $181.80 
 
19 members, (15 full & 5 part),  
2 Flypaper subscribers 
Acceptance moved:  P. Butler,  
Seconded:   R. Neve.  

Carried. 
 
7. MATTERS ARISING:  

Nil 

     Newsletter of the Victorian Free Flight Society Inc. A0007493L 
         http://members.optushome.com.au/vffs/ 
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8. REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING:  

S. O’Connor summarised what was discussed at the 
Committee meeting, most of which is covered below. 
 

9. GENERAL BUSINESS: 
Meeting Topics: 

November Ideas for the Novelty Christmas Event 
December Jigs and aids to model building. 
February Rubber motor myths 
March  Built-up models for kids  

 
Bob Allison’s Modelling Effects: 

R. Neve moved the motion: “Bob Allison’s engines 
be sold by means of a commercial auction house”. 
The motion was seconded by R. Gibbs. The current 
proposal is to approach an auction house in 
Camberwell and to use the proceeds to pay for a 
memorial on Bob’s grave and possibly a perpetual 
trophy. 
 

New Indoor Site:  
No further action taken. 

 
Web Site Hosting Space Investigations:  

No further action taken. 
 
Doncaster Indoor Sports Centre:  

The general consensus of members present was 
for the Committee to book four Sundays in 2016. 
The Sandringham Youth Centre will still be used 
for some activities but it is only available to us on 
weekdays, which is not encouraging to younger 
people still in the work force. 

 
100/13 Competition:  

November 9th at Sandringham. Insufficient 
entrants were present so the competition has 
been postponed until 2016. 

 
Other General Business:  

Nil 
 
Grand End of Year Scale Day:  

November 23rd at Sandringham. 
 
Novelty Christmas Event:  

December 14th at Sandringham. For example, 
Ray Malmstrom designs, Lois Garami, Dave 
Lindstrum, Ken Laumer, etc. 

 
 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: Monday 23rd 
November 2015 at the Grand End of Year Scale Day. 
 
Meeting Closed At:  8-46 pm 
 
10. : IDEAS FOR NOVELTY CHRISTMAS EVENT. 
This topic may have been discussed by a few people in 
close proximity to each other, but your scribe could not 
hear because of the general din in the restaurant. We 
were displaced from our usual meeting room by a double 

booking of another group. The meeting proper was held 
outside in the cold, a space normally used by people 
smoking.  

 

Harry’s Timers - Pricing 
Regarding pricing of the new timers: The following 

message was received from Harry: 
  

“I have decided that the price for the timer will be $35 
(free battery if pick-up/hand delivered), and  $5 for the 
charger, if you require one”. 

Harry 
 

This price is very good under any circumstances 
especially when you consider that the (now unavailable) 
PST timers were about US$50 plus post – To see more 
details of the DTox Type M timer (and other Harry 

Sokol products) go to: www.4dfx.com.au/dtox/  
 
A final comment from Harry: 
 

The first batch is only 6; I decided that a smaller 
number would mean less 'obsolete' units lying around 
after the inevitable changes were made. I have a 'new 
improved' board layout, awaiting delivery of the 
switches so I can finalise that. Then there will be any of 
the changes required when they get thrashed in the 
field, so Christmas might be a bit optimistic. But if 
anyone really wants the current incarnation, I could whip 
up about a dozen more.  

Harry 
 
GRAND END-OF-YEAR SCALE DAY, 23-11-15 

 As a result of the change of venue for the F1D 
Trials (now to be held in S.A.), the GEOYSD, normally 
held in December, was brought forward to fill the vacant 
booking at the Sandringham venue.  
 It is questionable as to whether this change of date 
or perhaps advancing age was the reason for the poor 
attendance, but only four “flyers” turned up to contest 
the event, a far cry from only a few years ago when 
upwards of ten or more contestants were vying with one 
another to get some “air time”. 

Don Bladier’s Piper Vagabond 
 
 With multiple entries from each contestant, the 
table in the Committee Room was still overflowing with 
models, but they were all “old” in that they had all been 
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entered on previous occasions, the only newish models 
being Don Bladier’s Piper Vagabond (good flyer) and YE’s 
Sopwith Bee and Ponnier 1913. 

YE’s Sopwith Bee 

 Qualifying flights were soon underway with Don 
Bladier’s three entries all on-trim and qualifying easily 
while the other three contestants were experiencing 
varying degrees of difficulty with trim, which in the case 
of Jim Fullarton and Gary Sunderland were quickly 
overcome – not so YE who managed to break the overly-
fragile balsa propellers on all three of his Peanut entries 
against the unforgiving Sandringham walls – there is 
something to be said for plastic props!  

 Jim Fullarton’s Langley Aerodrome 
 After static judging (followed by lunch), all 
qualifying models were assessed for their flying 
qualities, with Jim Fullarton’s Langley Aerodrome the 
most improbable but most outstanding flyer, climbing 
slowly and stably toward the roof, achieving a height 
unattainable by the other entries. The only flaw in flight 
pattern was its tendency to stall down when the turns 
ran out – no glide! Jim’s Bristol M1c also flew well, 
takeoffs and landings in particular being very smooth, 
the model was also very steady during the cruise. This 
model has seen better days, which is a pity, as it is still 
the most outstanding flying model at any VFFS scale 
competition.  
 Jim has also sorted out his DH71 Tiger Moth which 
up until recently had resisted all attempts at trimming. 
The only one of Jim’s entries that failed to perform 
and/or perform well was his Peyret Taupin. Jim is usually 
very quick to sort out trimming problems, but the 

pressures of flying his other three entries meant that 
all efforts at trimming the Peyret were abandoned and 
that task will have to wait until the December “Fun Fly” 
or perhaps next year – it flew, but not well. 

Jim Fullarton’s DH71 Tiger Moth 
 Gary Sunderland’s entries were a BE2c, Fokker F7 
and DH9. All flew well but all displayed a tendency to 
shed propellers and noseblocks on landing, somewhat 
dampening the overall effect – need to improve the fit 
of the noseblocks Gary! The D.H.9 in particular was a 
finely detailed model, and if Gary had been able to 
persuade it to fly it would, in all likelihood, have won the 
event. (The same might also be said for my DH2 – pity 
the electric motor is gutless!) 
 

 
Don Bladier’s Ayres Turbo Thrush 

Don Bladier’s Ayres Turbo Thrush, BE2c and Piper 
Vagabond were all very well constructed and were flying 
superbly; the landings of the latter two models were 
both excellent (for a change). Less could be said for the 
Turbo Thrush, which was uncharacteristically very lumpy  

Gary Sunderland’s DH9 
on landing. I have seen Don fly all three models on prior 
occasions and on those occasions the Turbo Thrush was 
easily the best performer.  
 When the dust had settled, the eventual winner was 
Jim Fullarton with his Langley, followed by Don Bladier 
with his BE2c and then Gary with his BE2c (The scoring 
system astounds me!) In all, an entertaining day, capped 
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off with a couple of superb flights by Sean’s F1D’s – 10+ 
minutes in a venue with a relatively low, very “dirty” and 
cramped ceiling. 

 
YE’s Ponnier (before breaking the prop!) 

 

The ‘60’s Coupes 

 Of the five designs presented, three are of French 
origin and two North American. Of these, some local 
experience has been gained with two of them, the Dwarf 
Dip III and the Deuzio. Both were published (in various 
magazines) in December 1969 and so, are representative 
of the standard of Coupe design just prior to the cut-
off date for the Hippocket Builder competition. Both 
models fly extremely well and were very easy to trim 
(more so the Deuzio than the Dwarf Dip). Of the other 
three, the “CdeH” of George Batiuk is also a late 60’s 
design, very similar in layout to the “Deuzio” with the 
addition of a pylon and a multi-sparred polyhedral wing. 
The pylon is a little bigger than it needs to be, but is a 
useful place to locate the timer and tracker beacon, an 
awkward question on the Deuzio, where both had to be 
located behind the rear motor peg, which did not help 
with the C of G position. 

 
Dave Puterill’s Deuzio 

 Roger Gibbs is currently building a model of Raulin’s 
“Coupe d’Hiver”, which should be ready sometime early in 
the New Year. An advantage of this design is that it has 
the biggest-diameter propeller of the five shown and 
should be able to out-climb the rest – We’ll wait and see!  
 Roger is an expert with composite construction, and 
while carbon, Kevlar and Mylar are banned construction 
materials when it comes to the contest rules, fibreglass 
reinforcing is not, so perhaps a fibreglass reinforced 
motor tube Roger?   
 The “Lou DiAblas” of Pradier comes from the mid-
60’s and exhibits the French penchant for single-blade 

props of relatively small diameter - so necessary to 
ensure a clean ROG in windy conditions. It is also a 
smaller model than the other four, reminiscent in size to 
the “Garter” and “Baron Knight” of UK origin, but with a 
definite French flair. 
 Finally, in the context of the Hippocket contest, 
mention must be made of the efforts of Tim Hayward-
Brown and Dave Puterill from South Australia. Both 
participated in the Postal contest in 2014 and 2015 

 
Tim Hayward-Brown with his Guy Cognet Coupe 

Of note and as illustrated in the photo above, both THB 
and Dave P have abandoned any attempt at flying at 
Victoria Park (close to the centre of Adelaide) in favour 
of Laurie Kelsall’s property at Murray Bridge – no tree’d 
models this year guys. 

 
 
A final word on suitable models. The “Ferion” by Guy 
Guidici is another classically French design, this time 
from the early ‘60’s. While it also has a single-blade 
prop, it is both larger in diameter and pitch than other 
designs of the period and could be worth considering. 
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by George BATIUK
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PROPELLER: 356 x 560

Original Sketch Published in VTO - December 1969,

Revised Drawing by Rich WEGENER - February 2014.
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George Batiuk’s “CdH” Published in VTO, December 1969 
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Bernard RAULIN’s and Bernard PRADIER’s ‘60’s Coupes 
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Grand Indoor Scale Day Static Judging Criteria Flight Judging Criteria Flight 
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C.D./ Scale Judge: D. Cassidy 

Name Model 
Note 1 Note 2 Note 3 Note 4 Total Place Note 5 Note 6 Note 7 Note 8 Note 9 Note10 T

ot
a
l 
%
 

Pl
a
ci
ng

 

T
ot

a
l 
 

Pl
a
ci
ng

 O
rd

e
r 

J. Fullarton  Langley Aerod. 10 6 6 9 31 5 10 10 5 5 5 5 40 =1 70  

 D.H.71 Tig. M.  10 8 2 5 25 9 10 10 5 5 5 5 40 =1 65  

 Bristol M1c 10 6 0 5 21 =11 10 10 5 5 5 5 40 =1 61  

 Peyret Taupin 10 6 4 6 26 =8 10 9 3 4 3 3 32 5 58  

                  

D. Bladier B. E. 2c 10 8 8 8 34 =4 10 10 4 5 5 4 38 =3 72  

 Ayres Turbo T. 9 8 4 8 29 7 9 10 5 5 4 2 35 4 64  

 Piper Vagabond 10 7 0 6 23 10 10 10 5 5 5 4 39 2 62  

                  

G. Sunderland B.E. 2c 9 8 6 7 30 6 10 10 5 5 5 5 40 =1 70  

 Fokker F7 10 8 0 8 26 =8 10 10  4 5 5 4 38 =3 64  

 D.H. 9 10 8 8 9 35 3 - - - - - - - 6 35  

                  

Did Not Fly or Qualify 
M. Glaister Ponnier 1913 10 7 0 4 21 =11 

 Sopwith Bee 10 10 8 8 36 =2  

 BAT Baboon 9 9 8 7 34 =4  

 Aviatik C1 10 10 7 9 36 =2  

 Airco D.H.2 10 10 9 8 37 1  

Timer: D Cassidy        

 
1. CONSTRUCTION:  Workmanship, Neatness 

2. FINISH   Covering, Colours, Markings 

3. COMPLEXITY   Biplane, Low Wing, Multi, Floats 

4. REALISM   Scale Factors, Detail, Charisma 

5. TAKEOFF - ROG  (10 Second Bonus) 

6. QUALIFYING TIME  (20 Seconds) 

7. CLIMB    Transition, Use of Space 

8. STABILITY   Attitude, Bank Angle, Endurance 

9. SCALE FLIGHT REALISM Scale Speed, Smoothness 

10. LANDING   Smoothness, Roll Out 
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Christian Menget’s and Charlie Soitch’s ‘60’s Coupes 
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Bob Allison’s Magazines and Reference Books 

 
Section A. Full Size Aviation 

 
1. “Fly Past” from March 1984 to May 1990 – most issues (plus 2 

in 2015) 
 

2. “Classic Wings”  2002 to 2012 – 34 issues 
   plus 1 box 1960 to 1970?? 

3. “Flight Path” 1996, 2002, 2007, 2013, 2014  
–14 issues 

4. “Aeroplane Monthly”  December 2009 – 1 issue 

 
5. “Air Classics”  1970 to 1980 – 1 box 

 
6. “Airborne”  4 – including Volumes 1 and 2 

 
7. Misc. Books  5 Aircraft Books  

 
9. Profile Publications 34 issues 

 
Section B. Model Aviation 

 
1. Clanford’s Pictorial A to Z of Model Engines 
 
2. “Model Airplanes and the American Boy” – Frank Zaic ’27 to ‘34 
 
3. “A Decade of Designs” No 2. – Flying Models 1955 to 1966 

 
4. “Aust. Model Hobbies”  4 issues 

 
5. “Aeromodeller”    number?? May ’51 to June ‘81 

      plus 18? – Jan 1994 to March 2015? 
6.   Misc.     Sundry Model Magazines  


