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 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the first Tuesday in July (7th) at the Leinster Arms Hotel, Cnr 
Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 2C 

G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open from 
6.00 p.m. 

 

July Topic: Vintage Models. 
 

Contacts: 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  

Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. July/August 
 
July 5   Open Rubber Competition 

 Eynesbury   
C/D: Sean O'Connor, (03) 9481 6607 

 
July 19  Open Flying – ‘60’s Coupes? 

Eynesbury 
C/D: Sean O'Connor, 03 9481 6607 

 
July 26  World Champs F1A.F1B, F1C. 
  Mongolia 
 
August 2 Combined mini classes F1G, F1H, F1J 
   Eynesbury  

C/D: Sean O'Connor, 03 9481 6607 
 
August 16 Combined mini classes F1G, F1H, F1J 

Eynesbury  
C/D: Sean O'Connor, 03 9481 6607 

 
August 23 VMAA Indoor State Champs for 

Bostonian, Indoor Open Scale, F1M  
Manningham DISC. 
 (Models flown by visitors or VFFS member 
sport fliers must not exceed 30 grams in 
weight. The Contest Director of the day will 
provide guidance of when and where such 
models may be flown). 

  Mongolia 
 

Editorial:  As can be seen above, a very full contest 
calendar for the coming two months; hopefully the 
weather will continue to cooperate and at least some of 
the planned events will eventuate. One event that will go 

ahead is the World Championships in Mongolia – May I, 
on behalf of all VFFS/WW and other readers, take this 
opportunity to wish the Australian, and indeed, all 
competitors good fortune in this event, which for many, 
will be a once in a lifetime experience. 
 To other matters: news (of a sort) has been 
circulating of the passing of Bob Allison, a former 
member of the VFFS. From what can be gleaned, Bob 
was flying Control Line with the Frankston and Knox 
clubs as late as May of this year, beyond that, no other 
information has been forthcoming. If any reader can add 
to the above, and in particular the name(s) of his next-
of-kin, could they please forward the information to me 
via E-mail. 

The only competition of note (which I forgot to 
attend!) was an indoor event for 100/13 class duration, 
F1L and LRS, held on Sunday 28th. Fortunately Sean, Jim, 
Colin and Paul were a little more alert than I and 
managed to turn up. Due to my absence (I usually carry 
the taillight for the field), the competition aspect of the 
day could not be considered official due to the lack of a 
quorum (3 flyers minimum – Col and Paul did not fly). 
Sean sent in a “competition report” of the days flying 
which, rather ominously, noted that he has re-configured 
his indoor Allan Lim Joon RSW to conform to the 100/13 
formula – we all might as well give up now!  
 In last month’s newsletter I mentioned that we have 
been having a succession of perfect flying days; well 
that trend has continued throughout June and four of us 
managed to get out to Eynesbury on several occasions, 
the last being on Monday 29th. A short report follows. 
 The latest (June) edition of FFDU contains the 
announcement of Roy and Di Summersby’s recent 
marriage – a happy? event, which was attended by Leigh 
and Vin Morgan. Also in FFDU was an article on RCDT. 
Coincidentally, Peter Greenhill sent in some details of an 
RCDT system called “Lemon” (apparently a distinctly 
different and better system than the “Orange” system 
described in FFDU) Pete’s letter is below: 
Hi Mike. 
 This is the Link to the 2.4Ghz Lemon Rx’s that would 
be usable as a RC remote DT for Free Flight. There is a 
lot about them on RC Groups. 
 These are full range; work with Sektrum 
transmitters, weight only 2.7grams and use 3.45-10.2V. 
Five of them cost US $26 plus post. 
 Harry (Sokol) has said, with a small software mod 
they will work with his timers. 
The Web address for the Lemon system is: 
http://www.lemon-
x.com/shop/index.php?route=product/product&path=59&produc
t_id=90 
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Cheers, 
Peter G 

 
Lemon R/C receiver 

Note: The manufacturers of the Lemon receiver have 
been very responsive to requests to supply the receiver 
without the plug block (see blog in RC Groups) – Ed. 
 Speaking of Harry, he is getting on with the design 
and manufacture of his replacement timer for the PST 
band-burning timers that, due to health reasons, are no 
longer produced by Dave Burley in the US.  Advance 
details of Harry’s new timers appear further on in the 
newsletter. 
 This month’s plans are of the 1955 and 1956 World 
Championship winning power models of Mike Gaster and 
Ron Draper. Mike Gaster’s “Gastove XVI” has been 
featured in Flypaper fairly recently, but has been 
included for chronological consistency. 
  

GENERAL MEETING 2nd JUNE 2015 

 
Meeting Commenced At:  8:00 pm 
 

1. PRESENT:   S. O’Connor, P. Butler, M. Glaister,  
D. Boughton, T. Denyer, J. Fullarton,  
R. Neve, D. Cassidy, R. Gibbs 

 
2. VISITORS: Vin Morgan 
 
3. APOLOGIES:  C. Parker, A. Koralagama,  

D. Sutherland 
 
4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Were published in 

Fly Paper. 
Acceptance moved:        P. Butler,  

seconded:  R. Gibbs.  
Carried. 

 
5. MATTERS ARISING: Nil. 
 
6. SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Correspondence in:  CL News, VMAA minutes 
 
Correspondence out: Nil 
 

Bank $2265.31,  
Cash $41.20,  
Total $2306.51.  

Estimated Stock: $105.05 

 
19 members, (15 full & 4 part),  
3 Flypaper subscribers 

Acceptance moved:   R. Neve,  
seconded:  D. Cassidy.  

Carried. 
 
7. MATTERS ARISING: Nil 
 
8. REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING: All 

topics of discussion are on the agenda below. 
 

9. GENERAL BUSINESS: 
Meeting Topics: 

June  Coupes 
July  A.G.M. 
August  P-30s 
September Built-up models for kids 
October  Entry level open rubber models 
November Rubber motor myths 
December Propeller making 
 

Nominations for Committee:  
President:  
Vice President:  
Secretary:  
Treasurer:  
Newsletter Editor:  
Committee members:  

 
F1D Team Trials Site: The South Australian 
people are organising a site. We have yet to learn 
date, time and place. 

 
New Indoor Site: M. Glaister is investigating a 
basketball centre located near the VARMS field. 
The venue has three courts in one open space, the 
centre court having an uncluttered height of 
about 17 metres. R. Gibbs has undertaken to 
evaluate the venue used by the Indoor Aviation 
Men’s Shed Special Interest Group. 

 
Web Site Hosting Space Investigations:  

M. Glaister to provide a few of his model plans 
to be put on the VFFS web site. 

 
Other General Business:  

S. O’Connor suggested an outdoor event for 
F1G and P-30. The competition to be an aggregate 
of 10 flights that can be flown on any suitable 
day. The competition is to run from June 1st to 
November 30th. 

V. Morgan suggested a combined competition 
for 1960s Coupes and modern Coupes. There will 
be two trophies for each category. It will be 
possible for a 1960’s Coupe flier to win both 
trophies but a flier of a modern Coupe can only 
win the trophy for the modern Coupes. 

A positive decision about these events is yet 
to be made. 
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NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: 8-00pm Thursday 18th 
June 2015 at 59 Roseneath Street, Clifton Hill  
 
Meeting Closed At:  8:23 pm 
 
Discussion Topic – F1G’s (Coupe d’Hiver): 

Sean O’Connor brought his new and as yet uncovered 
SOCoupe to the meeting – (the standard of construction 
is exquisite – I just wish he would get on and finish it! – 
Ed) – and it was the central talking point of the 
discussion. M. Glaister also brought his now increasingly 
decrepit collection of SOCoupes (4) all differing in minor 
detail to Sean’s, (but now all repaired and on trim). 

A general discussion followed about Coupes, and the 
forthcoming 60’s Coupe Postal contest in particular. 
            

Manningham 28-06-15 
Hi Mike, 
 Jim Fullarton and I felt like the last survivors until 
Colin came along around 2:30, to see how we were coping. 
I had gone to a little trouble and made some long 
delayed repairs to my Lim Joon so that it would ROG 
unaided for legal 100/13 flights. No doubt the kiss of 
death. 
 We each put in a handful of flights, Jim saving his 
best until after I had packed. 
Jim  1:49, 2:03, 2:25 
Sean  1:54, 2:21 
 Jim also flew his tandem. I messed about a bit with 
my F1M 
 Although it was cold, the air was pretty smooth and 
the anticipated intermittent violent gusts not apparent.  
 
Sean 

Garnham Trophy – Sequel to the Sequel 
 Missing from the Garnham Trophy report(s) in the 
June edition of Flypaper were a few photos to illustrate 
the days proceedings. To redress this omission, Peter 
Greenhill forwarded the following photos. 

 

 
Sean O’Connor preparing for the Fly-Off 

  Of particular interest is the John Pool-designed 
tailless of Mike Hardy (Mike’s ’54 ALJ in the 
background) and Roger Gibbs’ P30.  
 Roger flew the P30 after the rather anti-climatic 
Fly-Off and it performed faultlessly – If it had been on 
trim a week earlier it would have been a three-person 
F/O! 
 

 
Sean’s “Quattro Gusti” climbs away – after the F/O! 

 
Mike Hardy’s Tailless Wake 

 
Roger Gibbs with P30 

 
Roger Gibbs’ P30 gliding down 
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PST clone under development. 
 A clone of the ever popular, but now unobtainable, 
PST timer is nearing the end of its development phase. 
Being a clone it will have all the (limited) features of the 
original. Simple single button programming, auto shut-off 
after the rubber band is burnt, and small. But not quite 
as small as the original, which, at 23mm x 16mm is a tad 
bigger.  
 

 
 
 The photo above shows the prototype circuit with a 
paper copy (foreground) of what the actual board will 
look like. Programming will be accomplished as per the 
original, with multiple button presses.  Once programmed 
the timer will retain the data between power cycles. 
There is no battery charger on the timer, an external 
battery charger will have to be utilised. But fear not, 
such a charger will be made available :)  

Harry... 
Eynesbury 29th June 

 With the end of the financial year looming, a few 
flyers decided to “write-off” some “assets” (in Peter 
Greenhill’s and also in my case, very close to actuality). 
Arriving at 8:00am, I waited inside the gate for the 
arrival of Vin and Leigh Morgan, knowing from past 
experience that any choice of flight line I might make 
without input from the Morgans would be overruled! 
After a 10-second conference, it was decided that, in 
the absence of any definite drift (very light and 
changing direction minute by minute) we would fly in the 
northern paddock near the “airstrip”.  
 Leigh wanted to use the occasion to trim her F1G, 
but had left critical bits back home and so had to watch 
as Vin refined the trim on one of Leigh’s F1B’s. Peter, 
with his now-repaired P30, was devoting much time re-
trimming it; my aims were to finalize trim on the new 
carbon tube fuselage P30, test the newest batch of 
rubber (April’ 15) and re-trim the SOCoupe I broke up at 
Springhurst. 
 After some subtle adjustment to the wing waggler, 
Vin had Leigh’s model climbing almost vertically and 
straight ahead under burst, rolling into a steep climb to 
the right to impressive height. Peter, after a thrust-line 
adjustment to the “Gizmo Geezer” prop assembly he uses 
on his P30’s had a similarly impressive flight of much 
longer than two minutes, which landed very near the 
gate. For myself, the PST timer on the new P30 was 
giving some intermittent problems – I thought I had 

fixed it but, after a 20+ minute flight, apparently not!  
Vin and Leigh took off after the model, equipped with 
tracker receiver and Yagi, and returned sometime later, 
model safely retrieved – my many thanks. 
 Of the new rubber – I had previously done an A –B - 
C test of this on a Hangar Rat (of all things!) and was 
pretty impressed. A new 10-strand motor in my repaired 
SOCoupe confirmed my initial findings. With 440 turns 
at a max torque of 28 lb.in., the model got well up very 
quickly! The whole impression was spoiled somewhat 
when the model D/T’ed under the last vestiges of power 
to descend in a whirling mass. No damage resulted and on 
subsequent flights at slightly lower turns very 
respectable heights were obtained – This is good rubber!  
 

Ron Draper’s “Crescendo”  

Ron was 26 years of age when he won the 1956 World 
Championship with the “Crescendo”, which was built 
three weeks prior to the event and was originally 
intended to be a back-up model. Ron’s choice of the 
relatively new OS Max I – 15 as power plant was both 
serendipitous and unusual. Don Howie, writing in his 
column in SAM1788, Issue 193, did a breakdown of the 
engines of choice for the 1956 Championships as follows: 
  

Engine BHP RPM Wt. Number  

Webra Mach I Diesel 0.22 16,700 4 ½  22 
K&B Torpedo 15 Glo 0.26 15,000 3 ¾  19 
Oliver Tiger Diesel 0.31 14,000 6 14 
O.S. Max I –15 Glo 0.27 15,000 3 ½  2 

 

The first engine report for the O.S. Max I 15 was 
written by Peter Chinn, which appeared in the Model 
Aircraft magazine in December 1955. Prior to that, little 
was known of the motor or of the O.S. Company for that 
matter. Ron Draper would have had little time to obtain 
the engine, evaluate its performance, fit it to the model 
and test fly before the Championships.  
 To the model itself; the “Crescendo”, with a wing 
area of 480 sq. in., was larger than many previous FAI 
Power designs and with the complicated (and heavy) wire 
VTO arrangement, required 2oz. of lead in the nose for 
balance, negating much of the weight advantage of the 
very light O.S. 15. The model used a drag tab on the 
Stbd wing for glide trim together with an auto rudder to 
obtain a right glide circle. The only known plan of this 
model appeared in Aeromodeller in October 1956 upon 
which the trim is quoted to be right-right, but every 
feature of the design would suggest a left-right trim. 
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Elmic Diesel Timer - Operates 
Strangler Cut-Out and Auto Rudder

1
4" x 1

4" Hard

1
8" x 12" Hard

W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W2 W3 W4 W5 W6W1 W1 W1W1W1W1W1W1W1W1W1W2W3W4W5W6

S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1

Black and White Check Bands on 
Wing and Tail

18 S.W.G. 
Piano Wire

1
8"x 3 4" Hard - Both 

Sides of Pylon 

0°

Eyelet18 S.W.G. Piano Wire Hook

Soft Block Tips

W1 - 23 Off

W2 - 2 Off

W3 - 2 Off

W4 - 2 Off

W5 - 2 Off

W6 - 2 Off

S1 -1
16" Med. Quarter Grain - 15 Off

1
16" Hard Quarter Grain - All Wing Ribs

Trim - Right/Right

2.5°

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Inches

CRESCENDO
By Ron DRAPER

SPECIFICATIONS

Wing Span : 593
8" in. (1507mm)

Wing Area: 456.91 sq. in. (29.48 Dm Sq.)

Tailplane Area: 173.88 sq.in. (11.2 Dm. Sq.)

Length O.A.: 47" (1194mm)

Weight: 18.0 oz. (511gm.)

Motor: O.S. Max I - 15

O.S. Max I - 15 Radially Mounted on Fibre Board (Original 
Model Required 2 oz (57gm) of Lead for Balance 

12 S.W.G. Piano Wire Skid - 
Mounted on Stbd. Engine Lug

3° Downthrust

 1 1 2" Dihedral

 7 1 2" Dihedral 
(Overall)

Aluminium Alloy Drag Tab - Add 
Plastine to Trim Glide Circle

3
32" Ply 

3
16" Hard Wing Platform

3
32" Med. Sheet Box Fuselage

1
4" Med. Sheet Pylon

8" x 31
2" Propeller

2° Wash In in PortTip

3
16" O.D. Aluminium Tube

1
16" Ply Spar 

Doubler

1
16" Ply Dihedral 

Brace

5
32" x 9

16" 
Hard

5
32" x 11

32" 
Hard

1
32" Ply Reinforcement

Rubber Band

1
8" Med. Sheet Fin

1
8" Hard Sheet Ventral Fin

1
8" Diam. Bamboo Dowel - 

Taper to 1
16" Diam. at Tip

1
8" x 18" Hard

Auto Rudder

 - 1 4" Offset Left (Power)
-1

2" Offset Right (Glide)

Gauze Reinforcement

Bind and Solder

 
 

Ron Draper’s  - “Crescendo” -1956 Power Winner 
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F10 F11

S5

S8

S9

F9F5

F5A A

Landing Gear Strut - 0.064" Piano Wire

11
2" Dia. 

Spinner

Planking Line

F1, F1a

3° 

Downthrust

Oliver Tiger 
Mk I

B B

Section B-B

Mike Gaster's 
"GASTOVE XVI"

1
8" Ply Tailplane Platform

Flattened 
Aluminium Tubing

F14

1
32" Acetate Sheet

1
8" Med. Sheet

W2 W2 W2 W2

W2 W2 W2 W2

F16

F2

F3 F4 F5

F6

F7
F8 F9 F10 F11 F12 F13 F14 F15 F16

W3

W5

W7

W1

W4

W6

W8

W1, (W2) - 18" Hard Quarter Grain - 3 Off
      ( 116" Hard Quarter Grain - 16 Off)

W3 - 116" Hard Quarter Grain - 2 Off)

W4 - 116" Hard Quarter Grain - 2 Off)

W5 - 116" Hard Quarter Grain - 2 Off)

W6 - 116" Hard Quarter Grain - 2 Off)

F15

S6

1
16" Hard 
Gussets

W1

1
16" x 316" Hard - Taper 

to 1 16" x 332" at Tip

1
8" x 1 4" Hard

1
8" x 1 4" Hard

1
16" x 1 4" Hard

3
32" x 38" Hard

1
16" Hard Sheet

1
8" x 18" Hardwood Key

1
16" Dia Piano Wire VTO Legs

Thread Bracing

Flattened Aluminium Tubing

Cover Fin with 116" 
Soft (Both Sides)

Trim Tab Outline

S7

F3 F4

1
8" x 316" Hard Longerons

1
16" x 316" Hard Spacers

1
8" Hard Gussets

1
8" Hard Gusset

F2

All Formers Except F1 -  1
16" Hard Sheet

1
16" Ply

W7 - 116" Hard Quarter Grain - 2 Off)

W8 - 116" Hard Quarter Grain - 2 Off)

1
16" Hard Sheet Frame

5°

1
16" Hard Sheet

5
32" Dia Birch 

Dowel

5
16" x 38" Maple Bearers

F1 F1a

3
32" x 14" Hard

3
32" x 332" Hard 

Braces

3
32" x 21

32" Hard

F12

S2
S4

S6

S8

S3
S5

S7

S9
S1

1
8" x 316" Hard

1
16" x 18" Hard

1
16" x 316" Hard

2 Laminations 332" x 516" Hard

1
8" Hard Sheet

1
16" x 116" Hard 

Diagonals

1
8" Med. Gussets

1
8" Hard Sheet

S2
S4

S6

S8

S3
S5

S7

S9
S1

S3

F13

S1, S2

S4

F7F6 F8

 
Mike Gaster’s “GastoveXVI” – 1955 Power Winner 
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