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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the first Tuesday in April (5th) at the Leinster Arms Hotel, Cnr 
Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 2C 

G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open from 
6.00 p.m. 

 

April Topic:  Nostalgia and early modelling 

 memories – Ron Neve  
 

Contacts: 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  

Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. April/May 
 
April Outdoors at Eynesbury  

(as weather permits) 
 
Apr 29/May2   Victorian State Championships 
    Marong 
 
May 28/June 2   MAAA Free Flight Nationals  

 West Wyalong 
 

Editorial:  Just before commencing to write the 
April edition of Flypaper, the distressing news of David 
Owen’s passing reached me via the president of SAM 
1788. Many, if not all, in the Free Flight community and 
more widely, the Vintage (SAM1788) and Control-Line 
flyers, knew David. He was both a champion of, and 
source for, small diesel motors and, prior to Gordon 
Burford’s death, collaborated in the re-design, 
manufacture and distribution of a reproduction of the 
Taipan 2.5 Mk. 3. Anybody who flew control-line in the 
mid to late ‘50’s had one of the original Mk3’s – they 
were never going to beat a good Oliver, but they were 
affordable for the vast majority of us impecunious 
teenagers. I have one of the repros – No. 061529 – and 
it is a delight to behold; much better finished than the 
original (The above number is a bit of a mystery as there 
was only about 200 or so reproduction motors made). 

David was ever the gentleman, a helpful outgoing 
person willing and generous to his fellow aeromodellers. 
The FF and wider aeromodelling community will miss you 
David. 

Referring back to Bob Allison: as you may recall the 
15-or-so motors found by Darien and Sean in Bob’s 
apartment were put up for sale on E-Bay by Roy 
Summersby. The motors were sold for a total of 
$1507.63, less $226.05 for the E-Bay fee (15%) and 
the packaging and despatch of the motors, leaving a 
nett $1281.58. Thank you yet again Roy. These funds 
will be used to provide a suitable memorial for Bob. 

There has been a little flying activity during the 
month of March, the Indoor “Reduced Scale Wakefield” 
event at Manningham and a few hours out at Eynesbury. 
Attendance at both “events” was poor with only three 
flying in the RSW and only two at Eynesbury – a report 
on both events, such as they were, follows: 

In preparation for the April meeting, Ron Neve sent 
me a synopsis of his discussion topic ahead of time; it is 
appended to this newsletter 

Finally, the plans for this month. In an attempt to 
atone for my egregious error in attributing the “Saturn” 
FF Power design to Roger Simpson, I have redrawn the 
“correct” model, the “RS-3”, the designer of which was 
Reid Simpson, Roger’s twin brother! The design is 
presented in this issue. 

Compounding this error on my part, Mal Campbell 
took the February edition of Flypaper over to the Max 
Men meet in California and showed it to Roger Simpson! 
Roger was flying a Saturn Mk. II at the time, a design by 
Craig Cusick – where will it all end, a thoughtless mistake 
and the ripples on the pond go on endlessly! 

The second plan for this month dates back to the 
very early days of aeromodelling in Australia, the “2F.C.” 
by Norman Lyons, published in the January 12 edition, 
1932 of “Flying” magazine. My source of information was 
the ever-reliable Jim Fullarton, who has a copious 
collection of articles and magazines dating back to 
Genesis.  The model is quite simple, but was irritatingly 
difficult to draw as most of the detailed information 
was buried in the three pages of text accompanying the 
very sketchy thumbnail-size plan.  

The third plan is of Dave Posner’s “Mini-Weaver” a 
½A Power model of the late 50’s (I think). Photocopies of 
this Aeromodeller (PET 1012) plan were found in Bob 
Allison’s plan collection in a deplorable condition. The 
plan has been redrawn in the hope that some of those 
Cox TD’s, languishing in various boxes, drawers and other 
dusty corners are retrieved, dusted off and re-employed 
to a purpose for which they were designed.  
 

GENERAL MEETING 1st MARCH 2016 
 
Meeting Commenced At: 8-20 pm 
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1. PRESENT:  P. Butler, M. Glaister, D. Boughton, 
T. Denyer, J. Fullarton, C. Parker, 
 R. Neve, S. O’Connor, D. Sutherland 

 
2. VISITORS: Nil 
 
3. APOLOGIES: A. Koralagama, R. Gibbs, D. Cassidy 
 
4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:  Were published in 

Fly Paper. 
 

Acceptance moved:  P. Butler,  
Seconded:   C.Parker. 

Carried. 
 
5. MATTERS ARISING: That are not covered below. 
 
6. SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Correspondence in:   Nil 
 
Correspondence out: Nil 
 

Bank $2247.93,  
Cash $390.87,  

  Total $2638.80.  
Estimated Stock: $173.80 

19 members, (15 full & 5 part),  
2 Flypaper subscribers 
 

7. MATTERS ARISING: Nil 
 

Acceptance moved:  S. O’Connor,  
Seconded:   R. Neve.  

Carried. 
 
8. REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING:  

S. O’Connor summarised what was discussed at 
the February Committee meeting. 

 
9. GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 

Meeting Topics: 
 

March  Rubber motor myths. 
April  Nostalgia night plus (Part 2)  
 

Bob Allison’s Modelling Effects: 
 
Roy Summersby has put Bob Allison’s engines on 
E-Bay. 
 
New Indoor Site: No action. 
 
Web Site Hosting Space Investigations: 
Happening in the background. 
 
Other General Business:  
S. O’Connor will circulate a list of stock items 
held by the VFFS. 
 
S. O’Connor will update the contest calendar. 
 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: 8.00 pm Thursday 24th 

 March at 59 Roseneath Street, Clifton Hill. 
 
Meeting Closed At: 8-35 pm 
  
10. DISCUSSION: 

 Speaking on the topic of rubber motor myths, Sean 
demonstrated the different effects of winding 
techniques on the behaviour of rubber strip and the 
amount of energy stored in the strip. Many questions 
were put to Sean, which is a good indication of the 
amount of interest in the subject. Your scribe, (Paul 
Butler), found Sean’s presentation to be very 
enlightening. 
 

NOSTALGIA: EARLY AEROMODELLING MEMORIES. 
By Ron Neve 

 The above topic has aroused some interest among 
some of our members, and so it has been decided to have 
a discussion on some of the aspects of the hobby and in 
our early involvement, which may have started a life long 
interest/obsession!! never!  This may take the form of an 
early modelling effort which may have been successful 
(or may not have been!) be it a solid model, small chuck 
glider, rubber model, magazines, books early 
engines….etc…etc, or even memories of a mentor who 
may have been a great help along the way.  If you still 
have any of your early treasures in the form of plans, 
models etc…bring them along to the meeting and join in 
the discussion… They certainly don’t have to be pristine 
collector’s items, or advanced clever technology, just 
things that were of interest and important to you and 
which are generally of great interest to other people 
too. 
 The discussion will be “steered” by myself, Ron 
Neve, but I would like as many members as possible to 
contribute, as there is obviously a treasure trove of 
knowledge and participation among our group, probably 
some of the longest times of “involvement” in this 
wonderful pastime, in Australia (and world wide for that 
matter too). 
  As part of the discussion, some early modelling 
magazines will be available for purchase.  All funds 
raised will go to the VFFS. Early “Air Trails”, “Flying 
Aces”, “Model Builder”, “Aeromodeller” and “Model 
Aircraft”.  
          Because of the age of the magazines they will 
have to be handled carefully. There will be a $5 pile, and 
a $2 pile. As always, correct money will be much 
appreciated, so come along and enjoy.  Maybe you’ll find 
the necessary stimulation to start another project!  

 

MANNINGHAM February 28. 
The reduced Scale Wakefield and CLG contests 

were to be decided, but with only five attendees and 
only three entries, the RSW was a bit of a fizzer. (No 
entries in CLG). The early arrivals, Paul Butler and 
myself, started off proceedings, Paul with his small 
Hangar Rat-style model and me with the now rather 
battered 60% JO’D-designed “Maxie” with which, to my 
surprise, I recorded a first flight of 1:37 This was to 
prove to be the high-time for the day.  
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Sean and Jim arrived a short time later followed 
by Arjuna, and, a real surprise, Brian Ely, a member of 
the Waverley Men’s Shed Indoor Flying Group. Brian was 
impressed by the indoor Wakes, showing a special 
interest in Jim’s “2FC”, (a Norman Lyons design from the 
early ‘30’s, as noted above). Brian was so interested that 
he asked for a plan of the model, hence prompting the 
drawing and publication of the plan in this issue.  

Jim started off with his model a bit off-trim, but 
soon had it sorted out and produced a best time of 1:37, 
equalling my earlier effort. Sean, uncharacteristically, 
could not get his 60% Gordon Light to do it’s usual 2+ 
minutes, spending much of the all-too-brief 3 hours 
sorting out suitable rubber. I had similar problems, 
trying out some very torquey rubber, all to no avail, the 
model simply refused to perform and so, in 
desperation/frustration, I reverted to the original 
motor for the last of my six flights to record 1:35, 
beating Jim’s next best flight of 1:31. 

At this point I thought that I had won, but then 
realized that Jim’s model also had a 10 second ROG 
bonus, giving him the win by 16 seconds. 

Flying at Manningham is always enjoyable, but the 
3 hour restriction (all we can afford) gives little time to 
sort out any problems – a few more entrants (to help 
defray costs) would be more that welcome! 

EYNESBURY 11 March 
Taking advantage of a brief lull in the winds, Sean 

and I ventured out to Eynesbury with the intention of 
trimming a few models prior to the forthcoming State 
Champs (and the Nats at West Wyalong).  

P30’s were first on the agenda, with Sean trying a 
variety of motor configurations (8, 10, and 12 strands of 
1/16” rubber). The 12 strands had the model zooming up 
like a rocket to a considerable altitude, albeit with a 
much shorter motor run, however this shorter run was 
compensated by the glide, which was remarkably good 
(for a P30), an easy 2 minutes, D/Ting from considerable 
height. (He eventually settled on the 10-strand motor - a 
spritely, but more subdued climb, compensated by a 
longer motor run). 

My P30, on 4 strands of 1/8”, was also performing 
well (after the mysterious tendency to go left under 
power was traced and corrected). It was not reaching 
the heights that Sean’s model was but was also maxing 
comfortably. After a couple of flights, the PST timer 
decided it was time to quit and the next flight was in the 
order of five minutes! This problem was traced to the 
very small LiPo, which would not hold sufficient charge 
for more than a couple of flights (to be replaced with a 
slightly larger and better quality battery – Thanks 
Harry). 

The last hour was spent trimming out one of my 
SOCoupes and with Sean’s help, we were just getting 
somewhere when, while retrieving, I managed to disturb 
an ants nest and a cloud of flying ants surrounded both 
of us! So irritating and persistent were these pests we 
decided to pack up and retreat, combing ants out of our 
hair, sweeping them off the model boxes and car before 
departure – a real pity as the weather remained good for 
the next couple of hours. 

 

PLANS OF THE MONTH 
 The first plan (they are out of order, I know) is that 
of Norman Lyons’ ’32 4 oz. Wakefield, the plan and 
instructions appearing in Flying Magazine dated January 
1932. As also noted above, drawing the plan took a bit of 
deciphering, many details being inferred from close 
reading of the text. What was striking was the use of 
1/8” thick ribs in the wings; the tailplane constructed 
entirely from bamboo, and the general “heaviness” of 
construction in the fuselage. Against this, the 
surprisingly over-cambered aerofoil adds some 
modernity to the design. The extensive use of bamboo 
reflects the transition from the not-much-earlier era of 
bamboo and oiled silk to the present; balsa was a new 
material and in short supply in those days. Absent from 
the plan (or article) was any propeller detail other than a 
vague reference to block dimensions. Jim informed me 
that all propellers of that era were of ”X” block layout 
and the whole thing was a bit of hit-and-miss – you 
either had a good one or a dog! 
 The second plan is of Reid Simpson’s “RS-3”, dating 
from 1970 and the third model to feature variable 
surfaces. Outwardly slightly less elegant than the 
“Saturn”, the careful and detailed design shows a wealth 
of experience, possibly gained from the earlier two 
models. The largely geodetic wing and tailplane being 
lightly constructed but adequately strong, while the 
pylon and motor mount are very stiff without adding 
greatly to the weight, and what added weight there is 
concentrated in the right part of the model. The detail 
of the motor mount and the VIT/DT control levers was a 
nice touch on the original plan, often absent on most 
other published plans. 
 One deviation to the original Model Aviation plan: On 
the drawing I have shown a Harry Sokol DTox Model P 
timer, a bolt-for-bolt replacement of the original Selig 
(and now unobtainable) timer. 
 The third plan, that of Dave Posner’s “Mini Weaver” 
needs little or no further description other than to say 
that I think I got the date of publication of the plan 
wrong – Upon trawling the internet, the earliest 
reference to a Cox TD 0.049 I could find was late 1960 
(engine tests) so the plan (and plane) must date from 
some time after ’61, not ’58. 
 
To end, a quotation: 
   

  “A woman drove me to drink – and I 
   didn’t have the decency to thank her 
  for it! 

W. C. Fields 
 

STOP PRESS: Results of the ‘60’s Coupe Postal 
Competition (see below) 
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2°Sweepback

-11°Dihedral

0°

1
16" x 116" Bamboo Spreader

R1 -1
8" Med. - 13 Off

R1R1R1R1R1R1R1

R1 R1 R1 R1 R1 R1

Cover with Japanese Tissue - 
One Side Only - Do Not Dope

Cover with Japanese Tissue - 
One Side Only - Do Not Dope

Fin Offset - L. E. 116" to the 

Left ( Right-Hand Circle)

 Power: Either Six Strands of 1
16" Rubber or Eight 

Strands - depending on Finished Weight and Weather 
Conditions

1
16" x 116" Bamboo 

1
16" x 116" Bamboo - Outline and Ribs

1
16" x 116" Bamboo Outline

1
16" x 116" Bamboo

3
32" x 316" Hard

1
16" x 516" Hard

1
16" x 18" Hard

1
16" x 1 8" Hard

1
16" x 116" Bamboo

1
16" x 116" Bamboo

0.020" Piano Wire

1
8" x 1 8" Med. Longerons

1
8" x 18" Med. Spacers

2.2°
Break Longerons and Re-cement

0.020" Piano Wire Hooks

Sharpen Ends and Push into Spacers 

0
 

1 2
 

3 4 5
 

6 7
 

8
 

9
 

10 Inches

"2 F. C."
A 1932 Wakefield by  NORMAN LYONS

 Propeller: Either 12" Diam. or 10" Diam. Depending on Finished Weight 
of Model (For 12" - Carve from a 3

4" x 11
4" x 12" Block, "X" Form. For 10" - 

Carve from a 7
8" x 11

4"x 10" Block, "X" Form)

-15°!!

1
16" x 116" Bamboo

0.020" Piano Wire

 

Norman Lyons’ “2F.C.” – a 4 oz. Wakefield Design from 1932 
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Ø
3
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Control Arms 316" Alum. Rudder Horn 116" Alum.

S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 S7

S1a

3
16" Alum.

Actuating Spring
 - 0.024" Music Wire - 2 Off

1
8" Sponge Rubber

0.024" Alum. Epoxied to 1
8" Ply

1
4" x 1" Hard

R1 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R1 R3 R4 R5
3

32" Ply

1
8" x 1 4" Spruce 1

4 " X 5
16" Hard

1
8" x 3 8" Med.

1
8" x  316" Spruce (Top)1

8" x 14" Spruce (Bottom)

Taper Top and Bottom Spars to 1
8" x 1 8" at Tips

2 Laminations 1 8" Med. Sheet

1
16" Gussets

1
16" Med. Sheet

1
16" Soft Sheet

3
32" Ply

A

A

Section A-A (Typ.)

Round Corners as Shown

1
16" x 1 16" Spruce

1
4" x 1 4" Ply

3
32" x 3 32" Spruce

2-56 Bolts and Locknuts

1
4" Soft Quarter 

Grain Sheet

1
32" Ply

3-48 Bolts and Locknuts

1
16" Hard Sheet

1
16" Alum. Wing Mount - 

Bend to Match Dihedral

Tank

 Motor Mount - 3 8" Alum.

1
9
64

1
9
32

1
3
16

1
3
8

17
32

Ø
3
32

Ø
13
64

S1 - 1
8" Hard Quarter Grain - 1 Off

S3 - 132" Hard Quarter Grain - 2 Off

S1a - 1 8" Hard Quarter Grain - 2 Off

S2 - 132" Hard Quarter Grain - 2 Off

S4 - 132" Hard Quarter Grain - 2 Off

S5 - 132" Hard Quarter Grain - 2 Off

S6 - 132" Hard Quarter Grain - 2 Off

S7 - 132" Hard Quarter Grain - 2 Off

3
32" Ply

1
32" Soft Sheet

3
32" Ply

DTox Model P Timer

Rossi F1 Normale

1
16" Ply

1
8" Ply

Pylon Doubler 18" Ply - 2 Off

3
16" Med. Sheet, Both Sides 

- Sand Flush

1
8" x 18" Spruce

1
8" Med. Sheet Sides

1
8" Med. Sheet Top and Bottom

1
32" Music Wire Hook

1
4" Diam. Alum. Rod  - Drill 
and Tap 4-40 to Anchor 

Wing Mount2°

S2S3S4S5S6S7

R2R2R2R2R2R2R1R3R4R5 R1

3° Downthrust

2 Laminations 3
32" Med. Sheet

3
32" x 18" Spruce

3 Laminations 1
16" x 3

16" Med.

3
32" x 332" Spruce - Top and Bottom

0.020" Tin - Epoxy On

1
8" x 18" Spruce1

8" Hard Sheet

S1a

1
16" Gussets

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 INCHES

2 Laminations 1
8" x 5 16" Med.

1
8" x 1 4" Spruce

1
8" Med. Sheet

3
32" Ply

Pylon Centre 18" Ply

5
32" Diam. Piano 

Wire Skid - Taper

1
8" Med. Sheet - All Formers

R1 -1
8" Med. Quarter Grain - 4 Off

R2 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 12 Off

R3 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

R4 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

R5 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

7
8

1
8

11
32

Ø
1
8 Ø

3
16

Ø
1
1631

32

1
8

1
16

"RS-3"
by  REID SIMPSON

 
 

“RS–3” an F.A.I. Power Model from the ‘70’s by Reid Simpson 
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0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Inches

Mini Weaver 
By Dave POSNER

W1 W1 W1 W1

W1a W1a W1a W1a

W2 W3

W2a

W1W1W1W2W3

W4 W4 W4 W4 W4 W4 W4 W4W4 W4W4 W4W4 W4W4 W4

W1aW1aW1aW1a
W2a

1mm Ply

Tailplane Platform - 
1

16" x 1 2" x 11
2" Hard

Motor Mount - 1 8" Aluminium

COX T.D. 0.049

1
8" Hard Sheet

 Formers - 116" Hard Sheet - 1
2" Wide - Grain Transverse

1
8" Ply

1
4" x 38" Med.

3
32" Bamboo Dowel

1
8" x 12" Med. Former

1
16" Med. Sheet 

Pylon Sides 1
8" x 38" Med.

Tank - 12" x 34" x 11
4" Tatone 12A Timer

 116" Hard Sheet - Sides, Top and Bottom
Fin - 132" Sides Formed 
Around Bottom Rib

1
4" x 38' Obechi Wing Mount

Scrap T.E. Stop

3
32" x 332" Hard - Top and Bottom

S1

S1 S2
S3

S1S2
S3

S1a S1a

1
16" Ply

1
8" x 1 8" Hard

S1a
S2aS2a

S1a

1
16" Hard SheetFibreGlass

2 Laminations 1
8" x 316" Soft

1
8" Med. Sheet

Geodetic Ribs in Wingtips and Tailplane  
are Initially Rectangular Blanks - Formed 
to Shape by Sanding After Assembly

2 Laminations 1 8" x 1 4" Soft

3
16" x 7 8" Med.

3
16" Med. Sheet

1
8" x 1 8" Hard - Top and Bottom 1

8" x 1 8" Med. - Top and Bottom

1
16" Hard Sheet

11
4" Dihedral

33
4" Dihedral - 

Centre Panel Flat

W1 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 7 Off

W1a - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 8 Off

W2 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W2a - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W3 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W4 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 16 Off

S1 -1
16" Med. Quarter Grain - 3 Off

S2 -1
16" Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

S3 -1
16" Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

1
4" x 1 4" Hard

 
 

 

“Mini Weaver” by Dave Posner – Circa early ‘60’s 
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VFFS 2016 indoor flying Calendar 
 
Feb 28 DISC: Reduced scale Wakefield, CLG/HLG and LRS 

 

Mar 28 Sandy: General flying and trimming. 

 

April 24 DISC: Bostonian, Open Scale and F1M 

 

May 23 Sandy 

 

June 27 Sandy 

 

July 11 Sandy 

 

Aug 8 Sandy  

 

Sept 25 DISC: 100 & 13 Arthur Smith Trophy, Hangar Rat and P20 

 

Oct  10 Sandy  

 

Nov 27 DISC: Peanut Scale; also F1M and LRS 

 

Dec 12 Sandy: GEOYSD 

 
The above dates are now confirmed, A more detailed program of events at Sandy will be added in due course 
 

‘DISC’ is Manningham D.I.S.C. in Springvale Rd Donvale (Melways map 48, F4) booked from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 

 

‘Sandy’ is Sandringham Athletics Centre in Thomas St Hampton (Melways map 76, K6), Access from 10 am to 4 pm  

 

‘60’s Coupe Postal Contest Results 2016 

 
Place Name Country Model Flt 1 Flt 2 Flt 3 Flt 4 Flt 5 Total 

1 Sean O’Connor AUS Dwarf Dip III 97 120 120 120 120 577 
2 Mike Glaister AUS Deuzio 120 80 120 120 120 560 
3 Glenn Grell USA Auntie Freeze 120 120 62 120 120 542 
4 Dave Puterill AUS Deuzio 103 120 96 120 53 492 
5 Chris Murphy NZ Baron Knight II 72 106 76 93 95 442 
6 Tim Hayward-Brown AUS Guy Cognet 109 69 82 120 53 433 
7 Bill Dennis UK My Coupe 73 102 65 39 120 399 
8 Urs Schaller ITA Auntie Freeze 32 39 46 - - 117 

 

 Congratulations once again to Sean O'Connor with his Dwarf Dip III. Plaques are being prepared for 
those placing 1st, 2nd and 3rd. -They will be mailed out in a couple of weeks. 
 As interest is (slowly) growing in this postal, I will undertake to direct it again for 2016-2017. That 
means that those in the Southern Hemisphere can start official flights with old or new models on 1 June, 
2016. 

Mark Braunlich 


