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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the first Tuesday in July (5th) at the Leinster Arms Hotel, Cnr 
Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 2C 
G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open from 
6.00 p.m. 

 

June Topic:  Wire Bending Techniques  
Sean O’Connor 

(Topic held over from last month due to Sean’s illness) 
 
Contacts: 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  

Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. June/July 
 
July 16/17. NSW State Championships for F1A, 

F1B, F1C and Open Rubber 
(postponed due to inclement weather 
in June) - West Wyalong 

 
July/Aug. Shaw Cup and Vintage Rubber plus 

P30 Fly-off (postponed from Vic St. 
Chs). - Note: as both events are likely 
to require fly-offs, the venue has yet 
to be decided. This will be discussed 
between likely participants on July 9) 

 
Editorial: The planned “Indoor Days” at Sandy this 

year have been non-events with Reg Regester away on a 
cruise for the first scheduled day, a double booking for 
the second with a film crew, firmly asserting prior right, 
and the third had to be cancelled at the last minute due 
to illness. The third cancellation (June 27) was due to 
both Sean and I having viral infections – Our apologies to 
those who braved the elements and made the trek to 
Sandy in vain. 

On another matter; I have been informed by our 
Secretary that fees for the 2016/2017 year remain the 
same as last year namely: - 

Full Members: $154 (MAAA/VMAA/VFFS)  

Affiliates: $40 (inc FP) 
  $20 (FP only) 

 Notification of Werribee Wanderers fees for the 
coming year have not been received as yet, however they 
are likely to be unchanged from 2015/2016 

To conclude formalities associated with the AGM, a 
repeat last month’s notice: 

The Annual General Meeting of the Victorian 

Free Flight Society will be held at the Leinster 
Arms Hotel on the 5th of July – Meeting to 

Commence at 8:00 P.M. 
All Committee positions are to be declared 

vacant as of that time and all financial members 
of the VFFS are invited to nominate for any 

committee position 

Onto another matter: a quotation has been received 
for the supply and installation of a memorial plaque on 
Bob Allison’s grave. Illness, leading to the cancellation of 
the June Committee Meeting, has delayed further 
progress in this matter, but the situation should be 
resolved within the next few months. 

Apart from one excursion to Eynesbury (report 
below), there has been little flying activity, either 
indoors or outdoors this month and as a result, there is 
little further to report. 

The Plans for this Month are an eclectic mix of old, 
bordering on ancient, rubber models. The first is an 
interesting adaptation of a U.S. Mulvihill design for use 
in U.K. Open Rubber events (Aeromodeller, April 1991 
p218 – 219). The second, a real blast from the past, the 
“Frog Witch”, dating from 1951, while the third 
continues the push for more participants in the ‘60’s 
Coupe contest, Charlie Soich’s (also SO’C’s) “Dwarf Dip 
III”. 

 
GENERAL MEETING 7th JUNE 2016 
 
Meeting Commenced At: 8-00 pm 
 

1. PRESENT: P. Butler, M. Glaister, J. Fullarton, 
C. Parker, R. Neve, D. Boughton, 
R. Gibbs, T. Denyer 

 

2. VISITORS: Bob Edwards 

 

3. APOLOGIES: A. Koralagama, D. Cassidy, 
  S. O’Connor, D. Sutherland 

 

4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: 
As published in Flypaper. 

 
Matters arising that are not covered below: Nil 
 

Acceptance moved:  P. Butler 
Seconded:   J. Fullarton 
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Carried. 
 

5. SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
Correspondence in: (Secretary was not present at 
the meeting). 
Correspondence out: (Secretary was not present at 
the meeting). 
Bank: $3558.91, Cash: $100.85, Total: $3659.76. 
Estimated Stock: $173.80, Bob Allison fund: 
$1396.58 
19 members, (15 full & 5 part), 2 Flypaper 
subscribers 
 

6. MATTERS ARISING:  
The committee authorised M. Glaister to spend $60 
from the Bob Allison fund on a suitable thank you 
present for Roy Summersby who sold Bob’s engines 
on our behalf.  

Acceptance moved: M. Glaister, 
Seconded:     R. Gibbs. 

Carried 
 

7. REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING: 
M. Glaister told us about the items discussed at the 
committee meeting. 
 

8. NOTICE OF A.G.M. - Nominations for 
Committee Positions 
Nominations for committee members will be most 

welcome. 

9. GENERAL BUSINESS: 
Meeting Topics: 

July   Wire and how to bend it. 
August  Small vintage power models 
September Low tech. nose blocks  
October  Myths about gears. 
 

Next VFFS indoor day at Sandringham: June 27th 
 
New Indoor Site: No action yet but M. Glaister 
made a glowing report about the Victorian 
Basketball Centre. 
 
Web Site Hosting Space Investigations: No further 
progress known due to absence of S. O’Connor. 
 
Other General Business:  

R. Neve mentioned that the Adrian Bryant 
Australian model plan collection is available again. 
The link found by your scribe (Paul Butler) is: 
https://sites.google.com/site/fullcircleflyers/home/free-
flight-plans 

It appears that you will need a Google gmail 
account to access the database of free flight plans. 
Another less restrictive link may become available 
in the future. In addition the site does provide 
access to many free old Australian model magazines 
in PDF format plus many paid for plans for old 
control line models. On a nostalgic note, the list 

includes models built in the past by your scribe. See 
the list at the end of these minutes. 
 

M. Glaister recommended members have the 
opportunity to vote at the AGM on the type of 
memorial plaque to be installed in memory of Bob 
Allison. 
 

10. NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: 8.00 pm Thursday 
23rd June at 59 Roseneath Street, Clifton Hill.  
 
Meeting Closed At: 8-35 pm 
  

11.  DISCUSSION TOPIC  
Wire and how to bend it. 

As this topic is of great interest to members and 
due to the illness of the intended presenter (SO’C) 
it was decided to hold this topic over to the July 
meeting. 
In its place, a general discussion followed: - Paul 
Butler mentioned the Control Line Stunters he had 
built (listed below), Mike Glaister attempted to 
show the workings of the Harry Sokol Type M timer 
fitted to his new F1G but the rubber band used was 
too thick for the hot wire to burn through and the 
timer simply shut down, thereby demonstrating the 
safety aspects of Harry’s timer, a real point of 
difference when compared to the PST timer, (It 
works very well using lighter bands - dental bands 
for preference – Ed.) 

 
Control Line models built by Paul Butler. 

Acrobat  - Arthur Gorrie, 
Gladiator  - Hearns Hobbies, 
Peacemaker (profile fuselage) - George Aldrich,  
Skylark - Ed Southwick, 
Spectre - Dave Platt, 
Thunderbird Mk1 (not radial cowl) - Bob Palmer, 
Thunderbird Mk2 -by Bob Palmer 
Stiletto  - Montgomery Models. 

(I was very interested in this aspect of the discussion as 
I have, in times past, built quite a few of the models 
listed and still have a Thunderbird Mk I) –Ed) 

 
SUNDAY 19th JUNE 
 The weather cleared briefly over the long weekend 
and six intrepid flyers braved the cold (actually it was 
quite mild) and arrived at the gate of Eynesbury 
between the hours of 8:00am to 10:00am (staggered 
start). Early morning conditions were so good that it was 
difficult to settle on the location of the flight line – Vin 
and Leigh wanted to go down into the southern paddock, 
but very recent rains and the passage of several 
hundred cattle had made the cattle-pen area impassable 
for all but four-wheel drive vehicles so we had to settle 
for the northern paddock. This was not too much of an 
imposition given the early conditions, but the onset of 
northerly drift, predicted to arrive around midday, was 
of some concern. This worry proved to be groundless, as, 
when the northerly drift arrived, it was no stronger than 
2m/s. 
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First order of business was the P30 fly-off, held over 
from the State Championships: After a short delay, 
requested by both flyers, the fly-off start time was set 
for 10:15am. Sean got away first, followed shortly 
thereafter by Vin. Just as Sean launched in a northerly 
direction, which was effectively downwind, as a puff of 
drift (you really couldn’t call it wind) came through and 
disturbed the climb pattern, and taking about 10 metres 
off the burst height. Vin, who was only a short distance 
away must have seen this and launched toward the south, 
gaining valuable height. Neither model received any 
assistance; thermals were either very weak or non-
existent at this time, so the result was determined by 
the launch, with Vin ahead of Sean by less than 10 
seconds. 
Shortly after this, Jim and Andrew Fullarton arrived and 
started to fly Jim’s “Fullarton Sportster”, a low-wing 
sports model powered by a Mills 2.4. The motor proved 
to be a little recalcitrant initially but after it had 
warmed up, gave no further trouble. Jim has had a lot of 
fun with this particular model, a memorable fly-away 
after a D/T failure (20+ minutes), an out-of-trim flight 
(to the right) which ended in a spectacular crash with 
little damage and (I think) a D/T from some 
considerable height in which the tailplane became 
detached – the resulting aerobatics of the rest of the 
model were quite spectacular! 

 
The Fullarton Sportster – Still going strong! 

 Meanwhile, the rest of us got on with flying our 
P30’s in a somewhat sedate manner: that is until Leigh 
questioned Sean about the Hippocket Aeronautics P30 
Postal contest! After explaining the rules, Leigh decided 
to have a go as well and in very quick time, had scored 
the initial three 2-minute maxes followed by the 2½, 3 
and 3½ “fly-off” maxes. While everyone else was having 
trouble finding lift, this did not apply to Leigh, who 
latched on to a boomer for her final flight of the day, 
the model taking over 40 seconds to descend under D/T 
– just on the other side of Exford road! It is going to be 
interesting to see if Leigh can get the 4-minute max on 
our next outing. The “P30 League” rules can be found on: 
http://www.hippocketaeronautics.com/hpa_forum/index.php?to
pic=20222.0 

(Click on the first entry in the blog for rules and Score 
Card – Results are to be posted electronically). The rules 
have also been reproduced on the last page of this 
newsletter 

 While we were all engrossed in flying the P30’s, 
almost unnoticed, Jim Fullarton produced a Wakefield-
size “Stick” model dating from 1931 called the “Wright 
Flyer” (looks nothing like the Orville and Wilbur 1908 
job) The model was in remarkably good condition given 
it’s undoubted vintage and I suspect it has been 
recovered relatively recently – the configuration is 
weird, the wing mounted beneath the substantial “stick” 
with the motor (quite a few strands of it) laying along 
the top of the stick. The model is so unusual that it 
deserves to be a topic of discussion at some time in the 
future – picture please Jim!! 
 As we had all arrived at various times so too was the 
departure Jim and Andrew first away followed shortly 
thereafter by Sean, while the Morgan’s and I decided to 
hang around a while before departing to Eynesbury 
Homestead for a two – course carvery lunch (plus a glass 
of very good house wine) - all for the paltry sum of $19! 
 Just before we left, Vin produced an F1G he had 
purchased from Richard Blackam for $300. The model 
was, I believe, originally sourced from Stepanchuk and 
was simply gorgeous (no other word could adequately 
describe it). The wing centre panels were flawlessly 
covered in aluminised Mylar, the tips in translucent gold 
(port) and blue (stbd.), the tailplane and fin in red Mylar 
(flower spray). The fuselage was rolled Kevlar while the 
boom was the now standard aluminium/carbon/aluminium 
tube. Naturally the model was equipped with an 
electronic timer. 
 Apparently Craig Hemsworth purchased a similar, if 
not identical, model from the same source – just another 
reason why I’m still kicking myself for leaving the State 
Champs early! 

 
PLANS OF THE MONTH  
 Not much needs be said about these models; the 
first, the “No Name” Mulvihill/O/R model is generally 
well-proportioned and, being derived from a Mulvihill, 
has a wing area of 300 sq,in. or thereabouts, and would 
still be competitive in O/R contests today. Not much 
changes in O/R! 
 The second plan, the Frog Witch, as the name 
suggests, was kitted by International Model Aircraft 
(Frog) sometime in the ‘50’s. I thought I had built all of 
the various offerings of both Keilkraft and Frog 
sometime or other, but I don’t remember it. What is 
interesting is that Aeromodeller first printed the plan in 
1951 and 30 years later in Airborne (1981). At 36” span, 
it is a useful size and would be a possible contender in 
any vintage contest. 
 Finally, the “Dwarf Dip III”. This is the model that 
Sean has campaigned with so successfully for the past 
two years in State Championship and Postal contests. A 
deceptively simple model that demands careful building 
and a vigilant eye on weight if it is to be built down to 
80gm. 
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3
32" Med. Quarter Grain 

Component Weights:

Wing: 36 Gm.

Fuselage: 37 gm.

Tailplane: 8 gm.

Prop. Assy: 22 gm.

Rubber: 110 gm.

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Inches

Glass Fibre Reinf.Glass Fibre Reinf. Glass Fibre Reinf.

1
16" Hard - All 

Gussets

W1 -1
16" Med. Hard Quarter Grain - 5 Off

W2 - 132" Med. Quarter Grain - 48 Off

1.125"

5.125"

16 S.W.G Piano Wire  - Shaft and Hangers

Glass Fibre Reinf.

Glass Fibre Reinf.1
32" Ply

1
32" Ply

1
16" x 1

8" Med.

1
16" x 18" Hard (Top) - Med. (Bottom)

3
16" x 1 4" Med.

W3 - 18" Soft Quarter Grain - 2 Off

S1 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 3 Off

S2 - 1
32" Med. Soft Quarter Grain - 20 Off

"No Name" Mulvihill
Designed by Joe Macay - 1982

W1 W1 W1W1W3

-2.5°

0°

W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W1 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W3

S1 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S1S2S2S2S2S2S2S2S2S2S2S1

Modified by Jim Baguley - 1988
3

32" x 3
8" Med.

1
8" x 1 8" Med.1

16" x 1 8" Hard

1
16" x 116" Med.

1
16" Soft Gussets

Glass Fibre Reinf.

3° Downthrust

3° Sidethrust

1
16" Hard Sheet

1
8" x 18" Hard Longerons

1
16" x 1 8" Med. Spacers

1
8" Med. Sheet Pylon Sides

1
8" x 18" Hard 

1
8" x 1 4" Med.

1
8" x 1 4" Med.

1
16" x 1 16" Hard 

1
8" x 1 2" Med.

1
32" x 1

4" Med. - Sand to 
Aerofoil Shape on Stbd. Side

1
8" x 1 4" Med.

1
32" Med. Webs - Four 
Centre Panels Only

1
32" Med. Sheet Webs 

1
32" x 12" x  61

2" Hard - Top and Bottom - 
Cement to Fuselage before Covering

1
8" Soft Sheet

1
16" Ply

1
4" O.D. Aluminium Rear Peg

3
32" x 316"Med.

1
16" Soft Sheet Infill

1
16" Hard Sheet

 

“No Name” Mulvihill/Open Rubber Model  
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Motor: 8 Strands 130" x 1 4" - 25" Long

1
16" Hard Gussets 1

16" Ply Dihedral Braces

Frog "Witch"

BALANCE POINT

1
16" x 316" Hard

1
8" x 18" Med. Longerons

18 S.W.G. Piano Wire

11
2" Diameter Wheels

1
16" Soft Sheet Infill

3
4" Dihedral

3
4" Dihedral - 

Centre Panel Flat

1
16" Soft Sheet Fairings

1
16" Soft Sheet Infill1

16" Hard Gussets

1
8" x 1 8" Med. Spacers

1
8" Spruce Dowels

1
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2.5° 

Downthrust
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3.5° 
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1
16" Med. Sheet - All Formers
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Mk II FUSELAGE

Mk I FUSELAGE

1
16" Soft Sheet 

Span: 36"
Area: 155 Sq. In.
Weight: 4 oz.

1
8" x 18" Med. Longerons

1
16" Med. Sheet 

1
16" Med. Sheet 

1
8" x 18" Med. Spacers

45° Here

1
16" Med. Sheet 

Mk II Formers 
A and B 

  332" x 14" Hard

Mk II Former C  

- 332" x 14" Hard

1
8" Med. Sheet Fin Guide

3
16" Spruce Dowel

S2 - 116" Soft Quarter Grain - 8 Off

S1 - 18" Med. Quarter Grain - 1 Off

S3 - 116" Soft Quarter Grain - 2 Off

S4 - 116" Soft Quarter Grain - 2 Off

1
8" Hard Sheet

1
8" x 18" Med. Spacers

1
8" Hard Sheet

FORMER A
FORMER B

FORMER C

W1 - 3
32"Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W2 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 18 Off

W3 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W4 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W5 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

Underfin - 332" Med. Sheet

6.5"

 
 
 

Frog Witch 1951 
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3 x 16 Med. - Taper to 2.3 x 11 at Tip

3 - VIEW
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Plan View of Mould
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Music Wire
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0.8mm Med. Sheet - Top and Bottom

0.8mm Med. Sheet - Sides

0.8mm Med. Sheet 

1.6 x 1.6 Hard Longerons

1.6 x 1.6 Med. Spacers

DWARF DIP III
COUPE D'HIVER RUBBER by CHARLES SOICH

14°

14°

PROPELLER PITCH JIG

1.6mm Soft Sheet 
Pylon Frame

Tailplane Diagonal Rib Template

Upper Diagonal Ribs Sliced from Soft 1.6mm Sheet

Bottom Diagonal Ribs - 1.6 x 1.6 Soft 

0.8mm Med. Sheet 
- Bottom Only

0.8mm Ply

0.8mm Ply

3.2mm Med. - 8 layers 
Cross Grained 
Alternatively

A

A B

B

A-A B-B
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1.6 x 12.6 Hard

0.8 x 6.5 Med. Rectangles - 
Sand to Aerofoil Section

1.6 x 1.6 Med.
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P30 Postal League Rules 

1. Have fun! 
2. Regular P30 rules for your country or regional aeromodelling club to be observed: 
 

a No Builder of the Model Rule. 
b If there are no prescribed P30 rules where you live use the AMA rules which can be found 

here: http://p30page.weebly.com/p30-rules.html 
 

3. The P30 Postal League consists of 4 contests with the 3 best contest results counting. 
 

a Eligible Contests: 
ii Any results posted for another P30 postal contest. 
iii You may fly on your own for the purposes of this league. 

b Self-timing is allowed. 
i Launch plane, then start your watch. 
ii Any time lost between launch and timer start is a self-timing penalty. 

c Two contests may be flown on the same day: concurrently or consecutively. 
d All contests must be flown during the 2016 calendar year. 

4. Each contest result is entered on the electronic form found on the P30 Page International Postal 
League Page  

a Contest Results must be reported within 30 days of date of flights 

5. League Standing based on cumulative reported time.  
6. League winner is the flyer with the highest total cumulative time scored in three of four allowed 

contests. 
7. League Standings will be posted on a monthly basis on the P30 Page. 
8. Cheating is not allowed. Honour system will be used. If you cheat your P30 flights for the rest of 

your life will be 119 seconds long. Don't do it! 

Team Division: 

 
1. A Team for the International Postal P30 League consists of three individuals. 
2. A Team shall choose a name that is fitting. 
3. Team score is the cumulative flight time of the team members 
4. Recruit two team mates and have fun!  

 


