
Page 1 of 1 

The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the first Tuesday in June (7th) at the Leinster Arms Hotel, Cnr 
Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 2C 

G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open from 
6.00 p.m. 

 

June Topic:  Wire Bending Technigues  
Sean O’Connor 

 

Contacts: 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  

Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. June/July 
 
June Outdoors at Eynesbury as Weather 

permits 
June 27  Indoor at Sandy F1L/F1D – LRS 
 
June/July Shaw Cup and Vintage Rubber plus 

P30 Fly-off (postponed from Vic St. 
Chs. Eynesbury 

 

Editorial: To begin this month, a formal notification 
of the AGM: this is a legal requirement and should (must 
be issued one month prior to the AGM 

 

The Annual General Meeting of the Victorian 

Free Flight Society will be held at the “Leinster 

Arms Hotel on the 5th of July – Meeting to 

Commence at 8:00 P.M. 

All Committee positions are to be declared 

vacant as of that time and all financial members 

of the VFFS are invited to nominate for any 

committee position 

 
While on the subject, Annual fees become due and 

payable as of the 1st of July. No notification has yet 
been received from the VMAA/MAAA as to any change 
(increase) in their fees, however the VFFS fees and 
(presumably) the Werribee Wanderers fees will remain 
unchanged. A further notification will appear in the July 
issue of Flypaper. 

On to other matters: The State Championships were 
held over the period 29 April – 1 May at a field 8km or 

so SE of Bridgewater-on-Loddon, a new field close to 
the previous site near Marong. A report (of sorts) 
appears in this issue of Flypaper. This relocation from 
Springhurst to Bridgewater became necessary due to 
some difficulty of communication with the new owner of 
the (previously) Mc Mahon property at Springhurst.  

The Plan of the Month is a Stafford Screen F1C, 
dating from 1984-85, one of the Series 3 models, 
specifically the Series 3-21. While trying to find the 
elusive No.24, apparently a slightly later model of the 
same series, yet another of this series was unearthed, 
the (in) famous aluminium foil covered version which 
blacked out a large proportion of Southern California 
when it D/T’ed onto high-voltage power lines! So 
hopefully there is more to come! 

GENERAL MEETING 3rd MAY 2016 
 

Meeting Commenced At: 8-00 pm 
 
1. PRESENT:  P. Butler, M. Glaister, J. Fullarton, 

S. O’Connor, D. Cassidy, C. Parker, 
R. Neve 

2. VISITORS: Vin Morgan 
 
3. APOLOGIES: A. Koralagama, D. Boughton, R. Gibbs, 

D. Sutherland, T. Denyer 
 
4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Were published in 

Flypaper. 
 
5. MATTERS ARISING: (not covered below) Nil 
 

Acceptance moved: P. Butler 
Seconded: R. Neve. 

Carried. 
6. SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Correspondence in: Two C/L News newsletters. 
 
Correspondence out: Nil 
 

 Bank: $3618.91,  
 Cash: $130.88,  
Total: $3709.76. 

   Estimated Stock: $173.80, 
Bob Allison:$1456.58 

19 members, (15 full & 5 part), 
2 Flypaper subscribers 
 

7. MATTERS ARISING: Nil 
 

Acceptance moved: S. O’Connor, 
 Seconded: J. Fullarton 

     Newsletter of the Victorian Free Flight Society Inc. A0007493L 
         http://members.optushome.com.au/vffs/ 

Flypaper June 2016 
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. Carried 
 

8. REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING: S. 
O’Connor reported on the few items discussed at 
the committee meeting. 
 

9. GENERAL BUSINESS: 
Meeting Topics: 

May Nostalgia & early modelling memories 
R. Neve 

June Wire and how to bend it. 
    S. O’Connor 
July A.G.M. & small vintage power models 
 
August Low tech. nose blocks  
 
Sept. Myths about gears. 
 

Bob Allison’s Modelling Effects: 
The amount received from the sale of Bob Allison’s 
engines is listed in the Treasurer’s report above. 
 
Memorial for Bob Allison: 
Darien Cassidy did a brief costing of a suitable 
memorial - Preliminary estimates are in the range 
$1200 - $1500 depending upon the type of 
memorial and choice of materials. 
 
New Indoor Site: No action. 
 
Web Site Hosting Space Investigations:  
Nothing new to report. 
 
Other General Business:  
P. Butler and S. O’Connor reported on changes to 
the hall at D.I.S.C that will impact on indoor model 
flying at that venue. 
 

10. NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: 
8:00 pm. 19 May at 59 Roseneath St. Clifton Hill.  
 
Meeting Closed At: 8-12 pm 
  

11.  DISCUSSION: Early Aeromodelling Memories. 
Ron Neve started the discussion about early 
modelling memories with examples of his early 
models and with some rare magazines dating from 
the period for all to peruse. He was joined in this 
nostalgic discourse by Colin Parker, who had 
brought along a copious collection of solid models 
he had built pre, during and immediately post WW 
II 
Both presentations were highly entertaining and 
informative; the lively discussion that followed has 
now prompted others to delve into the past and to 
share their memories at some time in the near 
future. 
 

VICTORIAN STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The State Championships were a bit of a non-event 

due to the awful weather, a sometimes-stiff breeze 
combined with periods of light rain, the only variation 

being that some days were more awful than others. As a 
result of the inclement weather, several of the events 
have had to be postponed (to be flown at Eynesbury 
later in the year, most notably the Shaw Cup)  

In itself, the new venue was good to excellent, a flat 
rock-free paddock about 1.6km square with only the 
stubble left from the recently harvested wheat to 
contend with. The only downer (apart from the weather) 
was that the field is very close to the Calder Highway 
and any breeze emanating from the SW quadrant would 
have brought the highway into play – fortunately the 
prevailing 3 to 7 (or more) m/s “drift” was from the 
NNE during the Champs and so the field location was not 
a real issue. 

Attendance was, in the main, poor, with several of 
the regulars opting to go to the Control Line World 
Championships in WA instead. This reduced the field in 
F1C especially to two flyers, Mike Pettigrew and Gary 
Pope, with five in P30, Leigh Morgan, Vin Morgan, Sean 
O’Connor, Ian Haigh and YE. (Due to a “system” failure, I 
became a late scratching). The “Combined Mini” event 
had four would-be contenders with Harry Sokol (F1J), 
Gary Odgers and Ian Haigh (F1H) and YE (F1G) - a “full 
house” of disciplines (Mike Pettigrew’s son was another 
potential entrant with his “true” F1J until he creamed it 
in practice on the Thursday) 

Most attendees also had models suitable for both 
the Open Rubber and Vintage events, with both to be 
flown on the Saturday, however with a strong breeze 
blowing and 3-minute maxes D/T-ing on the other side of 
a small and lightly wooded hill about 2km. to the south, it 
was decided to postpone these, and most other events, 
to the Sunday. The P30 and Combined Mini events with 
their 2-minute maxes went ahead as retrieval was not a 
serious issue, with (most) models D/Ting inside the main 
paddock. 

With the championships due to commence on the 
Friday, the weather, which was O.K. on the Thursday, 
decided not to cooperate and, with moderate to high 
drift and occasional rain, the situation did not look too 
inviting. Nevertheless the small band of would-be 
contestants made the short journey from the flea-
bitten Motel Bridgewater to the field and proceeded to 
make some attempt at flying – the weather had other 
ideas and after a few flights in P30 (Leigh and Vin 
Morgan, Sean O’Connor – one each) and one in Combined 
Mini (YE – F1G), the rain, which was light to begin with 
became steadily heavier, so we adjourned to the 
Bridgewater Bakery/Coffee shop where we all sheltered 
from the rain sitting and shivering at tables under the 
verandah. While there, I observed Ian Haigh and Mike 
Pettigrew in earnest conversation, Ian questioning Mike 
about F1C technicalities – Mike answering Ian’s questions 
with the aid of the front end of one of his models. Ian 
flies R/C Pylon models and so is quite used to high - 
powered – high revving motors – another budding F1C 
flyer perhaps? A short while later some of us headed 
off to the “Empire State” Hotel in Inglewood (about 6 
km to the NW of Bridgewater) for lunch. Belying its 
pretentious name, the hotel is a typical country pub, 
which, we were pleased to discover, served very good 



Page 3 of 3 

meals, which were washed down with very acceptable 
local wine. 

Saturday’s weather was a little better with slightly 
less wind and a misty drizzle, tending to rain at times. 
Vin Leigh and Sean completed their flights in P30 with 
both Vin and Sean maxing-out. Leigh having dropped her 
first flight on the previous day. She was also unlucky 
with her second, at 117 seconds. Ian Haigh had a 
reasonable first flight at 106 seconds but could not 
repeat the performance in later flights. With conditions 
worsening, Vin and Sean, by mutual consent, agreed to 
defer the P30 fly-off to some later date (and more 
auspicious weather) at Eynesbury. 

Concurrently, Mike Pettigrew and Gary Pope, a short 
distance away from the rubber flyers, were battling it 
out with their F1C’s. Both Mike and Gary were flying 
fixed-wing models, now old technology, and it was very 
noticeable how limiting the reduction in motor run was on 
the climb – models were still accelerating when the 
motor(s) cut, having attained a height of about 70-90 
metres. While “Folders” would gain more height due to 
their lesser drag, the effect would be similar. To my 
mind a lot of the spectacle and excitement has been 
drained out of F1C as a result of the CIAM’s ill-
considered decision. Gary was a little philosophical when 
it came to discussing this new CIAM edict, his view being 
that you fly to the current rules, whatever they may be. 

Gripes aside, both Mike and Gary put in an 
impressive performance given the conditions. Mike took 
a little while to get going as he was having some 
problems with one of his motors; after a short 
discussion with Gary the problem was resolved and the 
two-cornered contest resumed with Gary’s models 
seemingly having the better climb. (Mike mobility was 
hampered a little, having to fly from a camp chair due to 
a recent operation on an ankle) In the end, Mike finished 
just ahead after Gary had a poor launch and a 
subsequently poor transition in the final round. (Only 
three rounds). 

Having battled through the conditions, I managed to 
get my five flights in for the Combined Mini event, the 
water-affected tissue on the “Deuzio” not helping 
matters, when Harry Sokol decided that conditions had 
improved enough (it had stopped raining) to risk flying 
his tissue-covered “Mini Dixiel½ander” (whimp). Climb 
was really good with the Cox 049TD hauling the 
immaculately finished model up to what appeared to be 
an easy max height, but the subsequent glide was a bit, 
(actually a lot) brick-like. However, on the third flight, 
Harry managed to get the glide trim right and it looked 
really good – until it was realized that the “DTox Model 
P” timer had failed! 17 minutes later, Vin, manning the 
tracker, declared that the model was on the ground so 
Harry set off on what proved to be a 7 km retrieve, As 
the wind was blowing almost parallel to Northlands Rd. 
this meant that Harry could drive most of the way down 
a good dirt road instead of having a long distance cross-
country trudge through mile-square fields delineated by 
tightly-strung barbed wire fences. (Sean and I followed 
Harry down the road a little while later and found him at 
precisely the moment he found the model).  

A subsequent test of the timer revealed that the 
feedback potentiometer in the servo had developed a 
“flat spot” – Harry is now re-thinking the type of servo 
he uses in his timers! 

Concurrent with Harry’s exploits Gary Odgers was 
flying his “Aiglet” with Vin’s assistance (Vin was the 
proxy tower) and after an ordinary first flight Vin 
hooked a rare thermal. Watching the Aiglet circle as it 
drifted downwind brought back to me some very old 
memories, considering that the design is at least 50 
years old, it is still very competitive in Mini. 

Shortly before Sean and I departed in search of 
(and to assist) Harry, the CD (Vin) pulled the plug on 
further flying – just as Ian Haigh appeared with yet 
another Aiglet, intending to fly in the Mini event! The 
weather, benign for a time, had worsened, the rain 
having returned, so we all packed up and made an 
expeditious return to “Motel Fleabite” and from thence 
further on to Inglewood for a few drinks and a good 
evening meal. 

In the very early hours of Sunday morning we were 
all startled by a violent storm which broke out over 
Bridgewater and the surrounding countryside, the 
subsequent heavy rain and high winds which followed 
putting paid to any thoughts of flying that day. After a 
short conference it was decided to postpone/cancel the 
F1A, Open Rubber and Vintage events and restrict flying 
on the Monday to the F1B and Open Power events. 

As both Sean and I did not possess any Open Power 
models with which we could compete on the Monday, and 
facing the prospect of a long and boring day watching 
heavy haulage transports engine-brake directly in front 
of the motel prior to turning right and heading north 
toward Swan Hill, we decided to pack up and head back 
home. This, in retrospect, was a bad decision as Monday 
proved to be a good (reasonable) day with light winds and 
no rain.  

The F1B contest, thanks to the arrival of Richard 
Blackam and Craig Hemsworth, had a total of four 
entrants, all very competent and competitive, with 
Richard being very unfortunate in falling three seconds 
short in the super-max round. (He then went on to score 
four three-minute maxes - as did Vin and Craig, but that 
3-second deficiency prevented a three-man fly-off) In 
the end, Craig pipped Vin by three seconds in a lack-
lustre fly-off. 

To conclude proceedings, Harry Sokol and Peter 
Greenhill contested the Open power event with Harry 
emerging the winner after the three rounds, Peter 
declining to fly the third round as he could not beat 
Harry’s already-posted score. 

All results below: - 

 

AN EARLY-WINTER VISIT TO EYNESBURY 
 In contrast to the weather at the State 
Championships and now being experienced at the 
Nationals at West Wyalong, Wednesday 1 June at 
Eynesbury was truly beautiful with absolutely zero drift, 
all day long. (Also no thermal activity!) After inviting all 
members to avail themselves of this opportunity, it came 
down to Sean and myself as the only two starters. 
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 Arriving at the gate at 8:30, we both had models in 
the air by 8:40, and the pattern continued for some five 
hours until we both ran out of toys. Sean’s P30 and 
Dwarf Dip III were both on-trim, with the DD III 
having a really spectacular burst phase, seemingly on a 
par with an F1B, certainly with the same burst 
trajectory, and his P30 only slightly less spectacular. By 
the by, (Sean is flying in the P30 League Postal, which 
requires 3x120 second “rounds” flights followed by “fly-
off” flights of incrementally greater duration (an 
additional 30 seconds per flight) – this continues until 
you drop a flight, the total becomes your entry for that 
particular series – you may fly as many “series” as you 
wish) – Confusing, but I think I got it right. All his 
flights were well in excess of the 2:30 mark and all 
without assistance. 
 Meanwhile, my dried-out Deuzio was almost back on 
form, now with a predictable turn to the right - in sharp 
contrast to what was happening at the State Champs. 
The P30 was another matter; it had a vicious turn to the 
right, which was eventually traced to separated 
laminations in the noseblock, that was allowing a wide 
variation in thrustline, leading to some very erratic 
antics. On a brighter note, the calm weather allowed me 
to trim my new-ish Coupe, which on 10 strands is a little 
under-powered driving a larger than usual prop It was 
still performing well but was outshone on the climb by 
the Deuzio and the SOCoupe I was also playing with - a 
12 strand motor may be the answer, as with its larger 
wing area, it has a better glide than either of the 
others. 
 Also, as it was also the first day of Winter, we could 
have started to fly the ‘60’s Postal Comp., but neither of 
us was prepared to commit to it this early – there was 
simply no life in the air, most if not all of the many 
flights flown attracted any interest from the Thermal 
Gods, all landing prior to D/T. 
 In all, a thoroughly enjoyable day marred (only 
slightly) by the absence of other flyers – no flying ants 
this time! 

PLAN OF THE MONTH “Series 3-21” 
 As mentioned in the editorial, I have been trying to 
get a definitive drawing or three-view of the late 
Stafford Screen’s “No. 24”, an FAI Power model of the 
mid-80’s. Both Roy Summersby and Col Collyer have 
examples of this model (Roy has Stafford’s original 
model). In this long and sometimes frustrating search, 
several other Stafford Screen designs emerged, but not 
the elusive No.24! I have asked Darien, who has a 
complete collection of Aeromodellers - and just about 
every other model magazine ever published - to do a 
search for me: that search, still incomplete, unearthed a 
three-view of Stafford Screen’s Series 3-21 (also the 
aluminium foil-covered one) Comparing the 3-21 with the 
published photos in FFDU Vol45 No.4, (Roy’s article and 
photos (P23), it would appear that the two designs are 
very similar, with only minor variations in configuration, 
so as a stop-gap I have drawn the 3-21 from the 
published three-view(s), Aeromodeller and FFn. 
 Overall dimensions check out O.K as does the wing 
and tailplane structural detail plus some of the fuselage, 
but most other detail is a bit of a guess. 

 Stop Press Having just about having exhausted all 
lines of inquiry, I was talking to Peter Greenhill very 
recently and happened to mention the No. 24, and he 
seems to recall that he had a plan of it somewhere – he 
hasn’t got back to me as yet, but I live in hope!! 
 Finally, a picture of Lutz Schram with his F1D – Just 
a reminder that F1D is on at Sandy at the end of the 

month – also F1L and LRS 
 

 
Lutz Schram (Germany) at Slanic F1D W.Chs 
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Rossi F1 Normale

A

A

R1R1 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2

R1 R1

R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R1 R1 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8 R9 R10 R11 R12 R13 R14
R3R4R5R6R7R8R9R10R11R12R13R14

20gm/Sq. M. Fibreglass Cloth 
20mm Wide - 2 Layers

Maarten Van Dijk T.E. Section 
(3.0 x 0.7 to 0.5)

Section A-A

3 x 3 Spruce

3 x 3 Hard Balsa

3mm Med. Soft Sheet - 

Taper to 1.5mm at Rear

4.5mm Med. Soft 
Quarter Grain

2°

20gm/Sq. M. Fibreglass Cloth 20mm Wide - 2 Layers

 5 x 6 Hard

 5 x 6 Med.

3 x 5  Hard

Series 3-21
By Stafford SCREEN

3mm Med. Quarter Grain Sheet - Top Sides and Bottom - Taper to 1.5mm at Rear

R14

R1-2

1.6 x 10 Spruce Top and Bottom1.6 x 8 Hard Webs - Grain Vertical

1.6 mm Med. Sheet- Top and Bottom

1.5 x 10 Spruce Top and Bottom - Taper to 1.5 x 3 at Tip 

1.6 mm Soft Sheet- Top and Bottom
18gm/sq. m. Fibreglass Cloth - Top 

and Bottom - Inboard Panels Only

2.5mm Washout 1.5mm Washout

20gm/Sq. M. Fibreglass Cloth 8mm Wide - 2 Layers

20gm/Sq. M. Fibreglass Cloth 
20 to 15mm Wide - 2 Layers

3 x 6 Spruce

5 x 6 Hard

3 x 6 to 4.5 Hard

5 to 4 x 6 Hard

S1

Power: Rossi Mk III Steel
Timer: Monks 4 Function
Brake: Screen Drum
Prop: Screen Folder 25 000 - 26000 RPM
VIT/VR System: Telescopic Bunt Mechanism
Weight: 782g

Tissue Cover - Top and Bottom - 

Outboard Panels 

5°

10°

0.8 mm Med. Quarter Grain 

Sheet- Top and Bottom

S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1

2 x 2.5 Hard

2.5 x 3 Spruce 1.5 Hard Sheet

Fibreglass Cowl

DTox Model P Timer Shown (Electronic Bolt for Bolt 

replacement for the Original Monks 4-Function Timer

Soft Block Tips

Screen Telescopic Bunt Mechanism (Refer 

Aeromodeller, April 1983, P182-183 for Details)

Stafford Screen’s “Series 3-21”  
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VICTORIAN STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

F1C 
Mike Pettigrew 175 174 180     

Gary Pope 216 180 106     

 

COMBINED MINI 
Mike Glaister 76 57  45 53 62 333  

Harry Sokol 91 76 120 - - 287  

Gary Odgers 64 180 - - - 184  

 

P30 
Vin Morgan 120 120 120   360  

Sean O’Connor 120 120 120   360  

Leigh Morgan 104 117 120   341  

Ian Haigh 106 83 26   184  

 

F1B 
Craig Hemsworth 240 180 180 180 180 960 135 

Vin Morgan 240 180 1280 180 180 960 132 

Richard Blackam 237 180 180 180 180 957  

Leigh Morgan 189 180 168 174 - 711  

 

Open Power 
Harry Sokol 180 97 122   399  

Peter Greenhill 98 116 -   214  

 

 
All Up. Last Down - 16 in span scale Geneseo - USA 


