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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the first Tuesday in May (3rd) at the Leinster Arms Hotel, Cnr 
Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 2C 

G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open from 
6.00 p.m. 

 

May Topic:  Nostalgia and early modelling 

 memories – Ron Neve  
(Note: Ron was unable to be in attendance at the April 
meeting, so the April topic was held over to the May 
meeting) 
 

Contacts: 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  

Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. April/May 
 
Apr 29/May2   Victorian State Championships 
    Marong 
 
May Outdoors at Eynesbury as Weather 

permits 
 
May 28/June 2   MAAA Free Flight Nationals  

 West Wyalong 
 

Editorial:  With the State Championships only a few 
days away, (as you read this) and with little happening 
both outdoors and indoors for the month of April, this 
newsletter is necessarily very brief. One thing that can 
be reported on though is Alex Secara’s very creditable 
19th place in the F1D World Championships held recently 
in the Slanic (Rumania) salt mine. Alex placed third in 
the recent Australian Team Trial and was the only 
Australian representative at the World Champs, with 
both Tim Hayward-Brown and Sean O’Connor declining 
the MAAA offer of participation.  

What was most remarkable and creditable about 
Alex’s placing and performance was that his W/C times 
exceeded his best efforts at the team trials by a factor 
of more than two! His placing was higher than the whole 
German team plus a few other notables.  

The impact of the new rules seems to have had only 
a limited effect on maximum duration with the winning 
times being in the order of 27 to 28 minutes; doubtless 

these will improve in subsequent years, This begs the 
question; what prompted the FAI to “fix” what wasn’t 
broken in the first place!  

A similar argument could be mounted with respect 
to the reduction of motor run in F1C, 5 seconds down to 
4 seconds. Prior to the change, the class was already an 
“expert’s–only” contest, the change only makes it even 
more so, thereby discouraging wider entry/participation. 
The stated aim of the change was to reduce the fly-off 
numbers and times, yet under the new rules, Roy 
Summersby (amongst others) is already exceeding 9 
minutes during fly-offs! What was the point?  

Now I know I’ve been here before, but isn’t the FAI 
supposed to encourage participation in all forms of 
aerosport, not discourage it? (Step down from soapbox) 

Plan for the month (only one) is of Dave Parson’s 
“Cathexis” 

.  

GENERAL MEETING 5th APRIL 2016 
 
Meeting Commenced At: 8-06 pm 

 
1. PRESENT:  P. Butler, M. Glaister, D. Boughton,  

T. Denyer, J. Fullarton, S. O’Connor, 
D. Sutherland, R. Gibbs, D. Cassidy 

 
2. VISITORS: Vin Morgan, Peter Greenhill, 

  Harry Sokol 

 
3. APOLOGIES: C. Parker, A.Koralagama, R.Neve 

 
4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Were 

published in Flypaper. 
Acceptance moved: T. Denyer, 

Seconded: M. Glaister 
Carried 

5. MATTERS ARISING that are not covered below: 

 Nil  
 

6. SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Correspondence in: C/L News 
Correspondence out: Nil 

Bank $2337.33, 
 Cash $90.85,  
Total $2428.18.  

Estimated Stock:  $173.80 
19 members, (15 full & 5 part) 
2 Flypaper subscribers 
 

7. MATTERS ARISING: 
 Nil 

     Newsletter of the Victorian Free Flight Society Inc. A0007493L 
         http://members.optushome.com.au/vffs/ 

Flypaper May 2016 
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Acceptance moved:  T. Denyer, 
Seconded: S. O’Connor. 

Carried 

 
8. REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING: 

No meeting was held in March. 

 
9. GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Meeting Topics: 
April  Show and tell night 
 

Bob Allison’s Modelling Effects: 
Roy Summersby has sold all of Bob Allison’s engines 
and a cheque is no its way to the VFFS Treasurer. 
 
New Indoor Site: No action. 
 
Web Site Hosting Space Investigations: S. 
O’Connor is still gathering information for the 
project. 
 
Other General Business:  
D. Cassidy and M. Glaister will form a sub-
committee to investigate and decide on a suitable 
memorial in memory of Bob Allison. 

 

10. NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: 
8.00 pm Thursday 21st April at 59 Roseneath Street, 
 Clifton Hill.  

 
Meeting Closed At: 8-20 pm 

  
11.  SHOW and TELL 

Peter Greenhill brought along a new ‘Taipan’ 2.5cc 
diesel engine plus a lot of photos from his father’s 
archive. (Note: Peter’s new Taipan was a later 
marque than mine – Ed.) 
 
Don Boughton had a box of HLG’s and a bag full of 
rolled balsa and carbon F1G fuselages 
 
Mike Glaister brought along his new F1G with it’s 
wing-mounted DTox model M timer 

 

PLAN OF THE MONTH “CATHEXIS” 
 After a little bit of Googling, I found that 
“Cathexis” is a psychiatric term used to denote the 
process of investment of mental and/or emotional 
energy in a person, object or idea - Ed 
Going by the above, Dave Parsons invested considerable 
effort in this design, especially in the detailing of the 
VIT/DT/AR mechanisms, which are very different, to 
the point of novelty, when compared to the usual 
“hammers”. (For further details, go to the FAI Power 
website where the original Model Aviation article (and 
plan) may be downloaded - http://www.faipower.com). 
Website photos of this model show that the motor was 
side-mounted not as drawn on the plan; this is invariant 
over all the models pictured, so in this detail the plan is 
wrong! 

To finish, a few photos from the recent AFFS 
Championships at Narandera, Courtesy Mal Campbell 
(Mal has made available all of the photos taken at the 
champs – go to https://www.flickr.com/photos/motor-racing-

photography/albums/72157667350212242  
 

 
 Chinese F1B with winglets – an interesting development! 
Their efficacy has yet to be proven. 
 

 
Leigh Morgan looking very pleased with herself – Why 
wouldn’t she be, Leigh won the P30 contest at the 
championships with a perfect three-flight score and a 
fly-off time one second more than Vin Morgan! (The fly-
off times of Vin and Leigh were identical when rounded 
down to the nearest second and the timekeepers had to 
resort to fractions of a second to determine the winner 
– Vin still thinks he was cheated!)  
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R1 - 1 8" Hard Quarter Grain  - 3 Off

R2 - 332" Med. Quarter Grain  - 14 Off

R3 - 332" Med. Quarter Grain  - 2 Off

R4 - 332" Med. Quarter Grain  - 2 Off

R5 - 332" Med. Quarter Grain  - 2 Off

R6 - 332" Med. Quarter Grain  - 2 Off

R7 - 332" Med. Quarter Grain  - 2 Off

R8 - 332" Med. Quarter Grain  - 2 Off

S1 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain  - 4 Off

S1 S1 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2S1S1S2S2S2S2S2

S2 - 116" Med. Quarter Grain  - 14 Off

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Inches

SPECIFICATIONS

Wing Span (Proj): 6615
16" in. (1700 mm)

Wing Area: 458.5 sq. in. (29.60 Dm Sq.)

Tailplane Area: 115.9 sq.in. (7.48 Dm. Sq.)

Length O.A.: 541
8"  (1375mm)

Weight: 17.5 oz. (493gm.)

Motor: Rossi F1 Normale

Cathexis
By Dave PARSONS

3
16" x 3 4" Hard

1
4" x 1 4" Hard

3
32" x 332" Med.

1
16" x 38" Hard - Top and Bottom 1

16" Med. Web - Grain Vertical

1
16" Med. Tips

1
20" Med. Diagonal Ribs

3
32" Ply D/T Hook

1
32" Ply 

1
16" Med. Sheet - Top Only

VIT  Settings:
Power +1°
Glide -2°

3
32" Plywood Doubler

1
8" Plywood Rudder1

2" Hard Balsa Pylon

3
16" Dowel

Laminated Balsa Cheeks
1

8" Aluminium "T" Bracket for 2-56 
Rudder Adjustment Screws

3
16 Med. Sheet Fin

1
8" Hard Sheet 
Ventral Fin

1
32" Dia. Piano Wire 

Torsion Spring

0.030 Aluminium VIT- D/T 
Bracket

5
32" Piano Wire Skid

1
2" x 12" Hardwood

1
4" Ply Firewall

Wing Platform Laminated from 1
16" Ply and 1 8" Hard

DTox Model P Timer

1
4" x 1" Hard

1
16" Sheet - Bottom Only7

16" x 12" Med.

7
16" x 1

2" Med. - Taper to 1
4" x 1

4" at Tip

1
8" Ribs

1
8" x 3 8" Med. Top and Bottom- Taper to 3

32" x 1 4" at Tip

1
16" Sheet - Top Only

1
4" x 1" Med. - Taper to  5

32" x 5 8" at Tip

1
8" Med. Web - Grain Vertical

1
8" Soft Web - to Here

1
16" Med. Sheet - 

Top and Bottom

1
16" Sheet - 

Top Only

R1 R1 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2 R2
R3

R4

R5
R6

R7
R8

R1R2R2R2R2R2R2R2
R3

R4
R5

R6

R7
R8

Rossi F1 Normale

3
16" Birch Dowel

2°

0.030 Aluminium  Tailplane 
Platform

VIT/DT Assembly

1
8" Ply

0.030 Aluminium

Rudder Assembly

0.030"Wire
1

8" Ply

1
16" I.D. 

Brass Tube

3
32" Med. Sheet 

Diagonals

1
16" Sheet 
Gussets

Fuel Tank Layout

1
8" x 12" Hard  Longerons, Spacers and Diagonals

1 3/4"

6 5/8"

 

Dave PARSON’S “CATHEXIS” 1975 F.A.I Power Model  
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