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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the SECOND Tuesday in November (8th) at the Leinster Arms 
Hotel, Cnr Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways 
Reference 2C G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant 
is open from 6.00 p.m. 

 

November Topic: Open Rubber Models 
 

Contacts: 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  

Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. Nov./Dec. 
 
Nov. Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
Nov 27 Indoors at DISC  
 Peanut Scale, F1M,LRS 
 
Dec. Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
Dec 12  GEOYSD at Sandringham 
 

Editorial: Remember, remember the SECOND Tuesday 
in November (General Meeting date), the usual 
Melbourne Cup problem! 
 Apart from the above, I must begin with corrections 
to the last newsletter. In my haste to get the drawings 
of the “Fittleworth Flyer” and “Digby” finished, I 
transposed the years (dates) of the models, they should 
read vice-versa. Devon Sutcliffe picked me up on this 
point and appended this interesting snippet of 
information: 
 “The 1950 Boxall Wakefield was the Fittleworth 
Flyer, while the 1951 version was the Digby. One method 
of relating the names is to associate them: Fittleworth 
was the village where the twins grew up; Digby was 
where the 1951 Team Trials were held.” 

Devon Sutcliffe 
Thanks Devon, nice to know that at least one person 

is paying attention! 
For those interested, the Gildings (UK) annual 

auction of model aircraft motors will be held on the 9th 
of November the on-line catalogue will be available from 
the 5th of November. To receive the catalogue you must 

register with the Auctioneers - registration costs 
nothing: 

Gildings Auctioneers <sales@gildings.co.uk 

Nothing further of particular note happened in 
October with the unseasonable weather persisting 
almost right to the end, although a last gasp foray to get 
some outdoor flying saw S. O’C, Fred and Lillian Roberts 
and myself out at Eynesbury on Saturday the 29th, just a 
few hours of fun in a large and sunny paddock, 
unfortunately ending rather dramatically. (See below) 

The plans this month are of two (more) ‘60’s Coupes, 
the “Ferion” by Guy Guidici and “Ailbass” by Réne 
Jossien; the reason for their inclusion is, in part, 
another vain attempt to get some wider participation in 
next year’s  ‘60’s Coupe Postal event, but also the fact 
that these two designs are to be the next projects for 
the two VFFS members who DO participate (guess who) 

To finish this month, a few photos of ETA 29’s; the 
Mk VIc (last) and an early and very rare front induction 
version – indicative of motors that might appear at the 
Gilding’s Auction - and then again, might not! 

On y va! 

 

GENERAL MEETING 4th OCTOBER 2016 
 
Meeting Commenced At: 7-52 pm 
 

1. PRESENT:  P. Butler, M. Glaister, J. Fullarton, 
C. Parker, D. Boughton, S. O’Connor, 
D. Cassidy, R. Gibbs, T. Denyer 

 
2. VISITORS: Bob Edwards, Vin Morgan 
 

3. APOLOGIES: A. Koralagama, D. Sutherland, 
    R. Neve 

 

4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Were 
published in Fly Paper. 

 
Matters arising that are not covered below:  

Acceptance moved: P. Butler, 
 Seconded: C. Parker. 

Carried. 
 

5. SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 
Correspondence in: 

C/L News,  
Communication with Stock Manager at  
Eynesbury regarding change of  
ownership of the property. 

     Newsletter of the Victorian Free Flight Society Inc. A0007493L 
         http://members.optushome.com.au/vffs/ 

Flypaper November 2016 
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Correspondence out:  

Incorporation paper work and fee. 
 

Bank:  $4002.88, 
Cash:  $75.85,  
Total:  $4078.73.  

    Estimated Stock:  $153.80.  
(The total includes the Bob Allison fund of $1453.58) 
 

18 members, (16 full & 2 part), 
3 Flypaper subscribers 

 
Acceptance moved:  P. Butler,  

 Seconded:  T. Denyer.  
Carried. 

 

6. MATTERS ARISING:  
Nil 
 

7. REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING:  
 

S. O’Connor provided a brief summary of what was 
discussed. 

 

8. GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 
Meeting Topics: 
 

October  Myths about gears. 
November Open rubber models 
December Vintage rubber models 
February Soft and silver soldering 
March  Open power 
April  Ebenezers 
May  Bungee launched small gliders 
June  scale models 
July  Diesel fuel, starting 
August  Outdoor H.L.G. 
 

Next VFFS indoor day at Sandy: 10th October. 
 
Next (and last) VFFS indoor day at D.I.S.C: 27th 

November. 
 
New Indoor Flying Venue: Possibilities are Monash, 
Boronia, and Wantirna South 
 
Bob Allison memorial:  Plaque details has been 
finalised. Payment yet to be forwarded to the 
stonemason. 
 
Eynesbury: S. O’Connor has been informed by the 
Stock Manager that the property has been sold but 
we should be able to use the field for the next four 
years. However 
  
Other General Business: 
C. Parker has a lot of Aeroplane monthly magazines 
he wants send to a good home. Terry Bond 
suggested they be donated to the clubhouse at 

West Wyalong. Transport to West Wyalong is 
under discussion. 
 
Garnham Trophy: M. Glaister requested that a date 
be set for this event when the weather is likely to 
be good and then stick to that date. 
 

9. NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: 8.00 pm Thursday 
20th October at 59 Roseneath Street, Clifton Hill. 
 
Meeting Closed At:  8-14 pm 
  

10.  Myths about gears. 
Jim Fullarton, Sean O’Connor, Mike Glaister and Don 
Boughton discussed the subject at length.  
 

(Editor’s Note: Perhaps the only “myth” about the 
use of gears is that of winding up two motors, Don made 
the point that both motors are wound in the same 
direction This becomes intuitively obvious with a little 
thought and more forcefully with some hands-on 
practice! 

Another point; both motors must be wound to the 
same torque if you wish to avoid a nasty surprise when 
you pull the locking pin out of the gear train! 

Finally, and I say this from bitter experience; make 
sure that there are no broken strands in either motor. 
The motors are in close proximity to one another and are 
unravelling intermittently and at different rates of 
rotation. A broken strand can be (and in my case has 
been) picked up and entangled in the other motor, this 
draws the two motors together and the resultant 
Gordian knot is next to impossible to unravel, and can 
require major surgery on the fuselage (in my case) to get 
at and cut the motors out – strand by strand. 
 

Eynesbury 29-10-16 
 Arriving at 7:30, Sean and I had half-expected that 
Fred and Lillian Roberts would have arrived a little 
earlier, but as there was no sign of them, a short debate 
ensued as to whether we should wait at the gate for 
them to arrive or to proceed forthwith and as usual with 
our hedonistic pursuits. This quandary was quickly 
resolved by the weather; the conditions were absolutely 
perfect – no wind at all (Willy Weather predictions were 
for 1 – 1½ m/s). We decided to take the left hand track 
through the knee-high grass to our usual spot, 
equidistant between all potential model-snagging trees, 
which were about 3-400 metres away. 
 Having unpacked and set up our stooges, we then 
observed Fred’s arrival at the gate, disconcertingly; 
having negotiated the gate, he then proceeded down the 
right-hand track, through the cattle pen and into the 
southern paddock. The sound of a diesel motor in the 
distance heralded the presence of Gordon Beeby in that 
general area, and we confidently assumed that he would 
re-direct Fred to our location. This assumption proved to 
be correct, and a short time later Fred and Lillian 
arrived at our location and we all proceeded to make use 
of the conditions. 
 Fred had a “Senator” and a “Crown Agent”, the 
latter being ex – (the late) Peter Twiss. (This model, 
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designed by Peter Carter, first appeared in 
Aeromodeller in March 1981 and is thus ineligible for the 
‘60’s Postal). An interesting model, beautifully built, it is 
very reminiscent of the “Deuzio” in general appearance 
and in detail - only larger! 
 Sean had his now-repaired “Dwarf Dip III” and his 
“Quattro Gusti” with him but elected to only fly the 
Quattro which, on six strands, has a spectacular burst, 
an equally impressive cruise, but a frustrating tendency 
to wander in large circles on the glide. 
 I had brought along six coupes (four “SOCoupes” 
and two “Deuzios”) two P30’s and an ex - Don and Vera 
Lacey A1. (You could say I was well equipped, if not well 
prepared, for a long and hopefully enjoyable flying 
session). As it turned out, I spent most of the morning 
trimming the two “Deuzios”, damaging one due to 
inattention. 
 At around 10, and only after a few trimming flights, 
Fred decided to pack up and depart, only to discover 
that, during his odyssey into the southern paddock, he 
had hit a rock concealed in the long grass, the collision 
distorting the oil pan. This resulted in a slow leak of 
transmission fluid, which drained the gearbox over the 
next few hours, this exsanguination rendering the car 
immobile. 
 This unfortunate incident called for an immediate 
halt to the session as it became imperative that Fred’s 
predicament be addressed. Lacking a towrope, the best 
that could be arranged was to call the RACV who, 
surprisingly, were prepared to come into the paddock 
and retrieve Fred and Lillian’s vehicle, which in turn 
required their presence at the gate to admit the tow 
truck. 
 We departed at around 11, leaving Fred and Lillian at 
the gate to await the arrival of the RACV, which 
according to later communication with Fred, arrived 15 
minutes later, the car was then retrieved and towed to a 
garage in Geelong, the same garage where the 
transmission had been serviced on the previous Monday! 
After two bus rides, Fred and Lillian eventually arrived 
home at 4:15. 
 If there is anything to be gained from this it is  

(1) To stick to the tracks, and if you deviate  
from them, proceed very, very slowly. 
(2) If in difficulty, the RACV is prepared to 
venture onto the property – very useful. 

(For reference, when (and if) you have to communicate 
with the RACV, the gate is directly opposite the 
farmhouse (clearly marked No. 365) which also happens 
to be the only farmhouse on the Exford Rd). 
 

PLANS OF THE MONTH  
 As mentioned in the Editorial, the two designs 
presented this month are of Coupes dating from the 
early ‘60’s (’61 for the “Ferion” and ’53 for the 
“Ailbass”). 
 At first sight the Réne Jossien “Ailbass” design 
should not qualify for the ‘60’s Postal as it was first 
designed and flown in the MRA Coupe contest in 1953. 
However, Jossien persisted with this design, flying the 
model in the ’54, ’58, ’59 and ’60 contests, the latter 
year making the design eligible according to Mark 

Braunlich’s rules. (It was also re-published in one of the 
Aeromodeller Annuals of the early ‘60’s, making it doubly 
eligible). 
 Dealing first with the “Ferion”, a design I am 
particularly taken by, it follows conventional French 
practice, having the wings shoulder mounted with tip 
dihedral only, a single-bladed propeller, nicely tapered 
wing tips and tailplane and generally pleasing proportions. 
The use of a Goldberg 610 aerofoil is an innovative and 
interesting departure from those commonly used in 
France during the period. Overall, it is smaller than the 
later ‘60’s coupes, (“Deuzio”, late ’69 for example), but 
nevertheless should give a good account of itself (I 
hope) 
 Back to the “Ailbass”; the stringered coaming and 
turtle deck dates this model and it could be easily 
overlooked as being too ‘50’s-ish to bother with, but you 
would be wrong! The use of the Isaacsson SI53009 
aerofoil for the wing and the USA 5 section for the 
tailplane illustrates Jossien’s forward thinking, while the 
low wing, (Aile-Bas), is truly innovative; I can’t think of 
another published Coupe design before or since which 
has used this configuration 
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9% Clark Y 

W1 W1 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W3 W4 W5 W6 W7 W8 W9 W10 W11 W12 W13 W14 W15W1W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W3W4W5W6W7W8W9W10W11W12W13W14W15

2 x 5 Spruce

2 x 10 Hard

2 x 10 Hard - Taper to 1.5 x 8 at Tip

5 Laminations 
0.8 x 3 Med.

1mm Med.Quarter 
Grain Sheet

2 x 5 Med. - Taper to 2 x 2 at Tip
0.8mm Soft Sheet - 10mm Wide

3 x 3 HardW1

W1, W2 1mm Med. Quarter Grain - W1, 3 Off - W2, 26 Off

S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 S7

2 x 10 Med. - Taper to 1.5 x 8 at Tips

S1S2S3S4S5S6S7

3 Laminations 
0.8 x 3 Med.

1.5 x 1.5 Hard - Top and BottomFERION
By Guy GIUDICI 

2.5 x 2.5 Hard Longerons

1.5 x 1.5 Hard Spacers

W13 - 1mm Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W14 - 1mm Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

W15 - 1mm Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

(W3 - W13 Cut using "Sandwich" Method - 2 Off Each)

Fibreglass Reinf.

Fibreglass Reinf.

0 5 10 15 20 25cm

100mm 
Dihedral

Propeller: 400D x 520P - Single Blade

200

2°
0°

1.5 x 1.5 Hard Spacers

1.5mm Hard 
Sheet

C of G at 57% Chord

S1 - 1mm Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

S6 - 1mm Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

S7 - 1mm Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

(Cut all Intermediate Ribs Using the Sandwich 
Method Using S1 -S6 Templates)

1mm Ply Tailplane Platform

1mm Med. Sheet Infill

1mm Med. Sheet Infill

Goldberg 610B

Motor: 6 Strands 1 x 6 Pirelli - 10gm.

1.5mm Hard Sheet Infill

0° Downthrust

1° Right Sidethrust

1mm Soft Sheet - Top 
and Bottom

Fibreglass Reinf.Fibreglass Reinf.

100mm 
Dihedral

 

Guy Guidici’s 1961 “Ferion” Coupe d’ hiver 
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0 5 10 15 20 25cm

24.5 Cm

SI 53009
2.5°

W1 - 2mm Hard - 2 Off

W1 W2 W3 W4 W5 W6 W7 W8 W9 W10 W11 W12 W13W1W2W3W4W5W6W7W8W9W10W11W12W13

1.5 x 2 Stringers - 7 Off

1.5 x 2 Stringers - 5 Off

2 x 3 Hard

Soft Block

3 x 3 Med.

3mm Hard Sheet

1mm Ply Reinf.

2mm Med. 
Sheet

USA 5

S1 - 1mm Hard - 2 Off

S5 - 1mm Med. - 2 Off

W12 - 1mm Med. - 2 Off

(Cut all Intermediate Ribs 
Using the Sandwich Method)

F1
F2

F3
F4 F5 F6

F6

F5

F4

F3

F2

Celluloid

F7

F8

F9

F10
F11

F12
F13

F14

2mm Soft Sheet

2mm Soft 
Gussets

1.5 x 7.5 Med.

1mm Soft Sheet 
- Top Only

0.5° Downthrust

Propeller: 340D x 455P 

2 x 5 Med.

2 x 6 Hard - Taper to 2 x 4 at S5

S1 S2 S3 S4 S5S1S2S3S4S5

1° Sidethrust

F7 F9

2 x 10 Med.

2 x 5 Hard - Taper to 2 x 4 at W12

1.5 Hard 
Gussets

1mm Soft 
Sheet - Top 
and Bottom

0.5mm Ply Wing - Tongue Box

F8

F10 F11

3 x 20 Med.

F12

AILBASS
By Rene JOSSIEN 

F13

F14

3mm Med. Sheet

3 x 3 Med. Longerons

All Formers 2mm Soft Sheet

Specifications:
Wing Area: 8.85 Dm
Tailplane Area: 2.82 Dm
Power: 8 Strands 1 x 3 

3 Laminations 1mm Quarter Grain

 
 

Réne Jossien’s 1953-60 “Ailbass” Coupe d’hiver 
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ETA 29 Mk. VIc 

 
An early and rare ETA 29 Front Induction 


