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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the First Tuesday in April (4th) at the Leinster Arms Hotel, Cnr 
Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 2C 
G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open from 
6.00 p.m. 

 

April Topic: Ebenezers 
 
Contacts: 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  

Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. April/May 2017 
 
April Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
April 24 VFFS Day at Sandringham 
 
May 1 NSWFFS meeting at West Wyalong 
 
May Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
May 22 VFFS Day at Sandringham 
 
 

Editorial: The Victorian State Championships were held 
at Bridgewater over the 24th – 26th of March, and with 
far better weather than last year, together with a lack 
of distractions from other competing events (last year 
the CL World Champs in W.A.), all events were well 
attended, with flyers from the waterlogged states of 
NSW and Queensland coming south to dry out 
(Unfortunately, this was only a brief interlude for them 
as upon their return they had even worse conditions to 
contend with; the arrival of Cyclone “Debbie” and the 
inevitable aftermath). 
 Also unfortunately, I did not have the time to 
complete a report on the Championships and so it will be 
held over for the May edition. 
 For the April edition, and in keeping with the 
intended topic for discussion at the forthcoming April 
meeting, I have appended some information gleaned from 
the Internet on the subject of “Ebenezers”, my thanks 
to George Carr who compiled the original article. 
 My thanks also to Don Boughton for a further 
contribution on the subject of Hangar Rats 

 Finally, please note the West Wyalong Roof Repair 
Appeal attachment: 
  As you may (or may not) have known, the purchase 
of the West Wyalong field by the NSWFFS (Thanks to 
the generous donation of the purchase amount by Adrian 
Bryant) included a farmhouse, which has required a 
great deal of volunteer effort to restore to an habitable 
condition. Unfortunately the roof is beyond economic 
repair and needs to be replaced as a matter of urgency. 
Readers are urged to contribute to this worthwhile 
cause as it benefits all Free Flighters not just the 
NSW-based ones. 
 

GENERAL MEETING 7th MARCH 2017 

Meeting Commenced At: 7-49 pm 

 

1. PRESENT:  P. Butler, M. Glaister, J. Fullarton, 
C. Parker, D. Boughton, S. O’Connor, 
D. Cassidy, T. Denyer, R. Neve 

2. VISITORS: Nil 

 

3. APOLOGIES:   R. Gibbs, A. Koralagama, 
D. Sutherland 

4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Were published in 
Flypaper. 

 
Matters arising that are not covered below: Nil 
 

Acceptance Moved: P. Butler, 
 Seconded: C. Parker. 

 Carried. 

5. SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 
Correspondence in: C/L News 
 
Correspondence out: Reply to proposed F/F rule 
changes. 
 

Bank: $2951.05  
Cash: $10.85  

  Total: $2961.90 
 Est. Stock: $153.80 

The total includes the residual of the Bob Allison 
 Fund of $478.58 
 
18 members, (16 full & 2 part), 
3 Flypaper subscribers 
 

     Newsletter of the Victorian Free Flight Society Inc. A0007493L 
         http://members.optushome.com.au/vffs/ 
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Acceptance Moved: T. Denyer,  
Seconded: M. Glaister 

Carried. 
 

6. MATTERS ARISING: Nil 
 
 
7. REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING: 

The only topic discussed other than the usual topics 
was the purchase of a lemon tree gift for Brigid 
Cassidy as a thank you gift for providing the 
Christmas lunch in 2016. 

 

8. MEETING TOPICS 
March  Open Power 
April  Ebenezers 
May  Bungee launched small gliders 
June  Scale models 
July  Diesel fuel, starting 
August  Outdoor H.L.G. 
September How to trim peanuts 
October  Emanuel Fillon peanut designs. 
November F1Ms and other indoor models 
 

9.  GENERAL BUSINESS 
  
Rule Changes: S. O’Connor reported on three 
proposed rule changes 
 
State of M.A.A.A negotiations with C.A.S.A.: No 
further information is available. 
 
Possible Calendar for 2017: S. O’Connor plans to put 
dates on the V.F.F.S web site. 
 
Possible Non-modelling Activities: Visit a C/L club 
as an invited group. Visit any or all of the following: 
Tyabb Museum, Moorabbin Museum, Liberator 
Museum and Bacchus Marsh Glider Museum. No 
further action on this subject. 
 
Bulk Purchase of Balsa Wood: A craft shop near to 
D. Cassidy’s residence has a supply of Artmil 
balsawood. S. O’Connor suggested that we offer 
$50 for the lot. 

Acceptance Moved: S. O’ Connor 
 Seconded: M. Glaister. 

 Carried. 
 
Other General Business: Bob Allison memorial: The 
Committee will be chasing G.H. Rice! 
 

10. NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: 8.00 pm 
Thursday 23rd March 2017 at 59 Roseneath Street, 
Clifton Hill. 
 
Meeting Closed At: 8-37 pm 
 

11. OPEN POWER MODELS. 
Jim Fullarton brought along parts of a power 

model designed and flown by a Mr. Hull in NSW 
during the 1940’s The wings (missing) were thought 

to be based on the “New Ruler” design, the model 
being built in 1941, and originally powered by a 
Super Cyclone spark ignition engine. Jim talked at 
length about the early years of power flying, which 
at the time was mainly based in NSW and of Mr. 
Hull’s efforts in that regard. 

As to the model, it was formerly in the 
possession of Andrew Fullarton, who had performed 
some restoration work on the fuselage. It is now 
been put in the hands of Col Collyer for either 
onward transmission to the Antiques mob for 
restoration or to be retained and restored by Col 
himself. 
 
Mike Glaister brought along a “Eureka” powered by 
OS 15 Mk2. (To amplify a little on the above 
statement; the Eureka is a Norman Marcus design 
and is, in many ways superior to the “Dixielander” 
with which it was a direct competitor in many UK 
contests during the late ‘50’s and into the ‘60’s. The 
design preceded George Fuller’s “Dixielander”, but 
never achieved the same popularity due to a number 
of factors one of which was a tendency to stall 
during transition. This was largely due to the 
aerofoil chosen with its high point on the upper 
surface being too far forward. This problem was 
solved by sheeting the top surface from the L.E. 
back to the first upper spar (Stringwell variation). 

I built this model several years ago, taking care 
to incorporate the L.E. sheeting. Initial glide tests 
were disappointing as they revealed a vicious right 
hand turn, only corrected by offsetting the power 
trim tab considerably to the left. Examining the fin, 
it was found to have a barely perceptible warp, 
which once corrected, cured the excessive right 
hand turn tendency – the fin is very powerful!! – Ed). 
To close on this discussion subject, I was a little 

disappointed that only two members bothered to bring 
along examples of power models and talk about them. I 
know of several attendees who have an O/P model lurking 
in various places of concealment be they model boxes, 
cupboards or other more inventive places du cachés but 
failed to tote them along to add to the discussion – 
remember folks, these discussion topics are meant to 
entertain and to inspire. Too often it is the same 
suspects who, month after month, get off their bums 
and give a presentation about something or other 
relevant to the topic at hand. Remember, it is YOUR club 
and a little more active participation would enhance the 
meetings – Ed. 

FURTHER MUSINGS on HANGAR RATS  
By Don Boughton 

Propeller Bearing: 
Use 1mm dia. aluminium tube as bearing for 0.6mm 

wire propeller shaft- this enables side thrust 
adjustment (slight right) – difficult to achieve with 
aluminium strip. 

Wing Struts: 
The late Gary Sunderland joined these together at 

the fuselage making a stronger and more rigid 
triangulated structure (This is a very good tip, the 
flexibility of the wing structure makes it hellishly 
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difficult to attach individual struts without distorting 
(warping) the wings – Ed). 

Flat Tailplanes: 
Lay a smooth, wrinkle-free piece of tissue with the 

grain spanwise on the building board. Coat the frame of 
the tailplane with UHU and place on tissue- allow to dry 
before trimming the tissue to size. 

The effect of tail warps: - 
Negative on port side – your Rat will stall on T/O. 
Positive on Starboard side – your Rat will taxi 
beautifully! 
Inevitable collisions with the floor (and walls) put a 

strain on the propeller. Place a chordwise strip of 1/16” 
square at the junction of the blade and the hub to 
prevent longitudinal splitting of the blade. If you want 
(or need) to change props, use a wire bearing instead of 
the 1mm tube mentioned above. This is easy to make and 
entails several wrapped loops of 0.20” wire at the 
bearing end and a “corkscrew” at the rear A propeller 
shaft can be wiggled through the front bearing and then 
manoeuvred into the “corkscrew”. 

Use the thinnest rubber that will maintain height 
during the “cruise” portion of the motor run. Wind to 
achieve ROG and sufficient height (just below the 
ceiling) 

I have three Rats to avoid having to conduct in-hall 
repairs with shrinking glues (C23). 

As with all serious competition flying, the quality of 
the rubber is the greatest determinant of duration. 
Instead of using stripped down ex-outdoor F1B or F1G 
motors which have passed their use-by date, strip fresh 
rubber down to the size required, have several on hand 
and change regularly to achieve consistent flights. 
Recently, and using some used 2016 rubber, I recorded 
1:57, but it went rapidly downhill after that as the 
rubber literally fell apart, proving the need for fresh 
motors. The model barely climbed on the flogged rubber, 
so check this aspect before resorting to any trim 
adjustment or increasing the size of the motor. (My 
motors are approximately 2mm wide) 

Don Boughton 

 
PLANS OF THE MONTH  
 As the discussion topic for the month of April is to 
be “Ebenezer” sports models, there are no plans as such, 
merely references as to where you might find them. In 
reality, an inventive mind could quite easily conjure up a 
design, or more correctly a caricature, of an existing full 
size aircraft, build it one day, fly it the next – weather 
is not a problem as they have one enduring and perhaps 
endearing common characteristic; they have a glide like a 
brick! The main difficulty I can foresee is getting your 
hands on one of those beautiful Cox 0.010’s!  
 The Ebenezer article attached to this edition of 
Flypaper was written by George Car and was found while 
trawling the internet to find a definition of exactly what 
constitutes an “Ebenezer” - as far as I can tell, pretty 
much anything you can dream up, as long as it is built 
from a couple of sheets of balsa; none of this fancy 
built-up carbon-based structure with low-drag aerofoils 
so beloved by the “Boffins” – carving an aerofoil is also 
optional, most have flat plate wings. 

 As I am necessarily writing this article ahead of the 
meeting I am looking forward to seeing Jim Fullarton’s 
“Rezenebe” which is powered by a Cox 0.010 and which 
he has promised to bring along to serve as a point of 
discussion- I have never seen a Cox 0.010, (or an 0.020 
for that matter!) 
 One final thought, while musing over aircraft which 
would be suitable subjects for Ebenezers, it came to me 
that adding EZER to terminate many aircraft names, 
some amusing titles emerge, for example, a Sopwith 
Snipe becomes a Sneezer, et al. – Just an irrelevant 
thought 
 



Page  of 4 4

West Wyalong Roof Repairs 
 

Status 30 March 2016 
 

At 30 March 2017 the Roof Restoration Fund (RRF) has received; 
 

1. Proceeds of the sale of Big Kev's model kits  $1,500 
2. Donation by Brian Alcock    $1,000 
3. Donation by Roy Summersby    $1,000 
4. Donation by Tom Tobin    $100 
5. Donation by Peter & Gail Scott   $300 
6. Donation by Terry Bond    $800 
7. Kits sales Kevin Davis & Robert Ockenden  $500 
8. Kits sales Kevin Davis & Robert Ockenden  $230 
9. Donation by Di Hanna    $100 
10. Donation by Peter Greenhill   $100 
11. Donation by M Simpson    $25 
12. Kits sales Kevin Davis & Robert Ockenden  $100 

 Total in the RRF at 30 March 2017   $5,755 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

West Wyalong Roof Repair Fund 30 March 2017 

 

If you wish to contribute to the RRF simply make a deposit as follows; 
 

Reference - Your surname and RRF e.g. SUMMERSBY RRF 
Bank - Commonwealth 
BSB # - 062 293 
A/C # - 0090 1281 

IMPORTANT - Please remember to get the Bank Teller to put the 
reference on the Deposit. If not, we won't know who made the deposit 
nor will we know it was for the Bryant Field West Wyalong RRF. 
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LIFT YOUR EBENEZERS TO THE HEAVENS! 

Or "How the Ebenezer got its name" by Bert Striegler (1930 -) 

The name really did have a religious connotation. I had built and flown several but had not come up 
with a name for the concept. Then one day while I was sitting in church listening to a very dull sermon, my 
mind naturally drifted back to model flying. 

Then they said to open our hymnal to #400 (a Methodist hymnal) and sing, "Come Thy Fount of Every 
Blessing". In the first line of the first verse, it says, "Praise the mount, I'm fixed upon it" and my warped 
mind immediately said, "Aha, a slope soarer?” This was followed by the first two lines of the second verse, 
which went on to say, "Here I raise my Ebenezer, hither by thy help I've come." 

 

 

Bert Striegler, 1954 

Now you can clearly see where this is leading - thus the name Ebenezer was born for the concept. The 
third line clinched it by saying, "And I hope by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home." 

He climbed a mountain, launched his Ebenezer and found it safely after the flight. That woke me up, 
but by then the sermon was finished. My wife commented that I had not been paying attention, but I 
assured her that I was simply listening on another plane - she got that one. 
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Bert Striegler's Ebenezer 'Biplane', 1954 

Download a 1500pixel plan 

EBENEZERS by George Car 
 
Want to build and fly a simple model plane, one that has character, is easy to build & fly, and that 

can handle quite a range of motors? That's what Bert Striegler confronted back in the early 50's. The new 
Cox motors had just come out, and offered lots of power in a small package. Bert designed and built a cute 
biplane, which flew well - and as it had a flat plate wing section, it also didn't glide that well - an advantage 
if you didn't want to loose the model in a flyaway! 

 
The Ebenezer Sports FF models 

 

 

Ian Cartwright, Albury NSW. “Fokkenezer Triplane” 
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Bert Striegler's “Fokkenezer Triplane” - Aeromodeller 

Download a 1500pixel plan 

 

 

Bert Striegler's Ebenezer “Flying Boat” - Aeromodeller 

Download a 1500pixel plan 
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Jim Fullarton's Cox .010 powered  “Ebenezer Flea” 

 

Jim Fullarton's Cox .010 powered “Ebenezer Flea” - Aeromodeller 

download a A4@300dpi plan 

Also see Henri Mignet's Flying Flea 
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Jim Fullarton's Cox .010 powered “Ebenezer Flea” 

There was a Fokker DVll in the 80's, and more since. Ebenezers are characterised by flat plate wings, a 
profile body and use small (0.5cc) motors, usually the Cox 020 Pee Wee. Really, they are caricatures of 
aircraft. Bert designed the original to be easy to build, to fly well, but not well enough to thermal and fly 
away! 

 

Jim Fullarton's Cox .010 powered “Rezenebe” 
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Jim Fullarton's Cox .010 powered 'Rezenebe' - Aeromodeller 

Download a A4@300dpi plan 

 

 

Jim Fullarton's Cox .010 powered “Rezenebe” 
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Jim Fullarton's Cox .010 powered “Rezenebe” article - Aeromodeller 

Download the article A4@300dpi 

 

 

Jim Fullarton's Cox .010 powered “Rezenebe” 
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Some Ebenezer Engines 

An Australian Ebenezer Gallery 

 

A “Gaggle” of Ebenezers 
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Danny Maslowicz, Bellbridge Vic. “Fokkenezer DVll” 

 

John “Nicho” Nicholas, Lavington NSW. “Fokkenezer DVll” 



Page  of 14 14

 

Kyle Goyles and Father Tony, Lavington NSW. “Fokkenezer DVll” 

 

 

Chris Henry, Lavington NSW. “Spitenezer” 
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Ken Osborne, Albury NSW, Messerschmitt, Me 163 Komet 

 

Ian Cartwright, Albury NSW. “Fokkenezer DVIII” 


