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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the First Tuesday in July (4th) at the Leinster Arms Hotel, Cnr 
Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 2C 
G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open from 
6.00 p.m. 

 

July Topic: Diesel Motors, Fuel, Starting 
 
Contacts: 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  

Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. July/August 2017 
July Outdoors at Eynesbury  
 
July 31 VFFS Day at Sandringham 
 
August Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
August 28 VFFS Day at Sandringham 

 
Editorial:  
 Before proceeding onto more entertaining? 
matters, the annual reminder: The club meeting on the 
4th of July will start with the AGM; see formal notice 
below. 

The Annual General Meeting of the Victorian 

Free Flight Society will be held at the Leinster 
Arms Hotel on the 4th of July – Meeting to 

Commence at 8:00 P.M. 
All Committee positions are to be declared 

vacant as of that time and all financial members 

of the VFFS are invited to nominate for any 

committee position 

 Apart from the resumption of hostilities with the 
Department of Taxation and the (individual) creative 
accounting engendered, members are also reminded that 
annual fees become due and payable as of the 1st of July. 
 VFFS Fees for the 2017/18 financial year remain 
unchanged from that of the previous year and are as 
follows: 

Full Members: $154 (MAAA/VMAA/VFFS)  
Affiliates: $40 (inc FP) 
  $20 (FP only) 

 
The above fees comprise: - 
  MAAA:  $60 
  VMAA:  $54 
  VFFS:  $30 
  Affiliates:  $30 
 Printed Copy of Flypaper $10 
(The e-mail version of Flypaper is free). 
 
 The Werribee Wanderers fees are also unchanged 
from that of 2015/2016, and are, for those who need 
reminding, $6. If you pay the MAAA/VMAA impost via 
the Werribee Wanderers, then an additional $114 is to 
be added, a total f $120  
Please pay WW fees to either Peter Greenhill (when you 
see him next) or directly into the Werribee Wanderers 
Bank Account – details below: 

Werribee Wanderers Free Flight Group, 
BSB   013-915 
Account No 2601-32237 

 After a long hiatus, we managed to fly the Garnam 
Trophy (Eynesbury, June 10th), and with six flyers in 
attendance, it proved to be an entertaining affair (in 
more ways than one!). Full report (and it’s aftermath) 
below. 

One other item of news: The ‘60’s Coupe contest for 
the 2017/18 year has been deferred by six months. This 
decision by Mark Braunlich (see Hippocket Aviation), 
while putting the contest into a single calendar year, has 
the effect of a cancellation of the 2017 winter contest 
for us Southern Hemisphere flyers. (Pity as my “Ferion” 
is nearing completion – see photo below) 

Finally, the plan of the month: This is another of 
Fred Boxall’s Open Rubber designs and once again I am 
indebted to Devon Sutcliffe for providing the 
information. The sketch from which it was drawn was 
derived from measurements of the actual model, now in 
the possession of Peter Giggle in the UK. Considering the 
late date attributed to the model, it is most likely to 
have been the last model Fred built prior to his untimely 
death. 

 

GENERAL MEETING 2nd MAY 2017 
 
Meeting Commenced At: 8:00pm 
 

1. PRESENT: M. Glaister, J. Fullarton, C. Parker, D. 
Boughton, S. O’Connor, A. Koralgama, D. Cassidy, R. 
Neve 

 

2. VISITORS: Vin Morgan 
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3. APOLOGIES: P. Butler, Tim Denyer, R. Gibbs, D. 

Sutherland 
 

4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Were 
published in Fly Paper. 
Matters arising that are not covered below: Nil 
 

Acceptance moved: M. Glaister 
Seconded:     J. Fullarton 

   Carried 
 

5. SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
Correspondence in: Nil 
 
Correspondence out: Nil 
 

Bank:      $2810.77, 
Cash:      $71.85, 
Total:     $2887.62 

Estimated Stock: $153.80 
(The total includes the residual of the Bob Allison fund 
of $478.58, which has been withheld pending resolution 
of installation issues) 

 
18 members, (16 full & 2 part) 
 3 Flypaper subscribers 

Acceptance moved: C. Parker 
Seconded:    D. Boughton 

 Carried. 
 

6. MATTERS ARISING: Nil 
 

7. REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING: 
The April meeting was not held. 
 

8. MEETING TOPICS 
June  Scale models 
July  Diesel fuel, starting 
August  Outdoor H.L.G. 
September How to trim Peanuts 
October  Emanuel Fillon Peanut designs. 
November F1M 
 

9. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
 
Rule Changes: No further news. 
 
State of M.A.A.A negotiations with C.A.S.A.: No 
further news. 
 
Possible Calendar for 2017: In hand. 
 
Possible Non-modelling Activities: A. Koralgama has 
visited the Bacchus Marsh Glider Museum and 
brought along contact details last month so that a 
committee member can arrange a group visit. 

Action yet to be taken. 
 

OTHER GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 
 Bob Allison memorial: Darien has been tasked to 
follow up on the proper mounting of the plaque. 

 
 Allan Edwards Plan Book, 1967: One original 
($5.00) and two copies ($4.00). The original was 
sold. D. Cassidy has one remaining copy. 

 

10. NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: 
8.00 pm Thursday 20–7-17 at 59 Roseneath Street, 
 Clifton Hill. 
 
Meeting Closed At: 8-33 pm 
  

11.  Scale Models. 
Mike Glaister brought along his Doug Mc Hard-

designed 28” span SE 5a that he had built (mostly) soon 
after the plan was published in the December edition of 
Aeromodeller, some 60+ years ago! Mike outlined the 
travails he experienced during its construction, ranging 
from warped wings (resulting from the bad placement of 
the wing spars in the published design) through to the 
theft of the intended powerplant (Allbon Merlin). The 
whole project was held in abeyance for 50 years until 
the acquisition of some “PC10”- coloured Esaki tissue 
from Peter Lloyd and a PAW 0.5cc diesel from the late 
David Owen that sufficient motivation was amassed to 
complete the project. 

Jim Fullarton brought along his collection of Peanut 
scale models; all proven flyers. These models have been 
flown for many years at various peanut competitions and 
at the GEOYSD, where the Bristol M1 in particular has 
been an outstanding performer, winning the event on 
numerous occasions.  

 
 

YE’s “Ferion” ’61 Coupe design by Guy Guidici (France) 
 

GARNHAM TROPHY – 10 June 
 Expecting only the regulars, Vin, Leigh, Sean and YE, 
we were all pleasantly surprised by the arrival of Don 
Boughton and Tim Denyer, both equipped with P30’s 
(Don’s model was from an earlier era of the Garnham 
which specified only the overall dimensions, however he 
had removed the folding prop and installed a regulation 
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(Igra) plastic prop and relocated the rear peg to 
accommodate the 10gm motor. In this form, the model 
was a tad overweight but was now P30-legal) 
 With Leigh’s model having been fitted with a new 
pylon, and Vin’s model appearing to be a little out of trim, 
it appeared that the Morgans were vulnerable – 
appearances can be deceptive! After a shaky start 
where Vin scraped in with a 122 first flight and Leigh 
losing height due to a bad launch but quickly recovering 
to also max the first flight, the Morgan team then went 
on to record three maxes each. 
 Sean was actually the first away for an impressive 
first flight max, climbing higher than either of the 
Morgan models (he uses a five-strand motor compared 
with the four-strand motors used by the Morgans) while 
YE struggled to reset the DTox type M timer (this 
comedy lasted for more than half an hour until I read 
Harry’s manual, after which reprogramming the timer 
was easy – when in doubt…) As I was now well behind the 
others I hastily wound the six-strand motor in my model. 
I was a little too hasty as I put on one too many turns, 
the motor broke, lodging itself irretrievably in the blast 
tube invoking a further delay and so the comedy 
continued. 
 Sean launched very poorly for his second flight, the 
model stalling and losing a lot of height. Unlike Vin, who 
just scraped in with his first flight on the right side of 
the ledger, Sean was unlucky and was short by seven 
seconds, all but blowing the VFFS chances of wresting 
the Garnham Trophy out of the Morgan’s hands, but 
perhaps not quite, as Don’s hastily prepared model was 
starting to show some promise and recorded a first 
flight max followed shortly thereafter by a repeat 
performance. Tim was struggling with his “Square Eagle” 
design due to a badly warped right hand tip panel and he 
recorded a series of one minute flights, all terminating 
in poor glides due to the aforesaid warp. 

Back at the ranch, I replaced the broken motor with 
a Coupe motor, hastily restranded to 4 strands. Thus 
equipped, the model did not have the same zip as with 
the six strand motor (naturally), and while getting away 
cleanly, and climbing to an adequate height, the model 
stalled toward the latter part of the cruise, resulting in 
a 102 second score. Back to six strands for the second 
flight! 

Sean launched for his third flight, his model 
climbing impressively to an even greater height than the 
first and routinely D/Ting, coming to earth a short 
distance away. At this point, I should have quit while I 
was ahead, as I had no hope of surpassing Sean, let alone 
the Morgans, but I persisted – the comedy was about to 
become very black! Climbing smartly away on the newly 
restranded (6) motor, the model encountered some 
rising air and was ascending rapidly while drifting toward 
the patch of woodland called Mar’s Bush. My immediate 
fear was that it would D/T above the wood, but on that 
score I needn’t have worried as the programmed 2 
minutes and 10 seconds came and went – no D/T! 

As it was obvious that the model was in the grip of a 
powerful thermal, going up rapidly and drifting almost 
due south, Sean, Leigh and Vin set off in the direction of 
the Werribee to Bacchus Marsh road in an effort to 

intersect the flight path. As I was the only one left at 
the field with a key to the gate and with Don still deep 
in the paddock retrieving his model after a poor third 
flight (77 secs), it was agreed that I would wait behind 
and ensure that the gate was secured before following 
the others. Following a series of unsuccessful attempts 
at communication using CB radios, contact was eventually 
re-established with iPhones and it was agreed that le 
poursuivants and I would rendezvous at the Eynesbury 
Golf Club for lunch before making a further attempt at 
retrieving the model. 

Following a convivial lunch and after access to the 
eastern end of Springhill Rd. being denied by yet 
another locked farm gate, (access from the western end 
had been similarly blocked), Vin and I decided to climb 
Green Hill, an extinct volcano directly to the south of 
the Eynesbury Village. Green Hill is relatively innocuous 
when viewed from the surrounding plain, but as we 
ascended (not without difficulty due to the rocky 
terrain) it became more and more obvious how dominant 
this geographical eminence was as it provided a sweeping 
view over the surrounding countryside, especially to the 
north and west. 

With Yagi and receiver in hand, Vin led the way with 
me trailing some 5 metres to the rear, carefully 
watching his footsteps as we traversed the treacherous 
ground. Near the top and just west of the water tanks 
(Eynesbury water supply) that dominate the summit of 
the hill, Vin switched on the receiver only to hear the 
cacophonous sound of a General Aviation NDB! The water 
tanks were not the only residents atop the hill! In 
between bursts from the NDB, which sounded like a 
demented telephone exchange, Vin picked up the faint 
but regular signal from the tracker beacon on a bearing 
of 325º -328º with a signal aperture of about 5º either 
way. With a bearing from the flight line of 178º, (model 
still airborne), we had a reasonably firm starting point 
for the search on the morrow. 

While deep in deliberation atop Green Hill, we were 
joined in our ruminations by another group, a small herd 
of bovine ruminants that had come to join the party. 
These interlopers quickly formed a semi-circle around us 
and with the mild threat of a stampede and, more 
importantly, with the sun only some tens of minutes from 
setting, we decided to descend through the rock scree 
while there was sufficient light to do so in relative 
safety, the street lights of Eynesbury below already 
alight in anticipation of the coming night. 
THE SEQUEL Sunday 11th 
 Arrivingd at Vin and Leigh’s place at 9am, Vin and I 
proceeded to Eynesbury in the Morgan’s Honda CRV, it 
having a greater ground clearance than my vehicle. 
Passing through the Eynesbury gates at 10am, we quickly 
traversed the northern field, through the cattle-
mustering pen and into the southern paddock. From that 
point on, progress was at a walking pace due to the 
numerous rocks dotting the landscape. After a tortuous 
approach, we arrived at the fence line of the next mile-
square paddock to the south. We found a gate, but of 
little use as the moonscape confronting us was beyond 
vehicular transit in anything less than a PzKpfw VI 
(Tiger tank). Proceeding on foot, climbing a gentle slope 
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made all the more difficult by the constant need to 
circumnavigate various rocky outcrops, we were still a 
little north of the intersection point of the bearings 
from Green Hill, but it was becoming increasingly obvious 
that the model was considerably further west than was 
indicated by the southerly bearing taken mid-flight on 
the previous day. 
 Bearing west, we eventually encountered the 
western boundary fence(s) of the Eynesbury property; 
these were formidable chest-high obstacles comprising 
tightly strung barbed wire, fencing wire and chicken wire 
mesh, but they seemingly posed no problem to Vin, who is 
lighter, fitter, and more agile than I. While I remained 
behind trying to find a way through, Vin was over the 
fences and halfway across the next paddock. A short 
time later I observed that Vin had stopped his westward 
progress and was picking something up, the model! 
 From that point on, it was a bit anti-climactic, and 
after a long retreat through the rocks we were 
eventually clear of Eynesbury by midday. A short 
examination as to why the model had failed to D/T and it 
became evident that the problem occurred due to my 
having, in my usual state of near-panic, replaced the hold 
down - D/T actuation band after the first flight; the 
replacement band was slightly longer and as a result, had 
insufficient tension to pull the release latch fully down, 
resulting in a hang-up. Harry’s timer had worked reliably, 
but to no avail! 
 My deepest thanks to Vin for donating his help, time 
and expertise in finding my P30, a real master-class in 
how to track models. While a P30 is not remotely 
comparable in either value or level of sophistication to 
an F1B, it still represents a significant investment in 
time and materials (carbon tube fuselage), especially 
when equipped with a tracker transmitter and timer. All 
up, around $250, a not insignificant sum to chuck away! 
 It is also interesting to note the variation in location 
of the model from that indicated by the intersection of 
the two bearings – some 3 km! The bearing from Green 
Hill was remarkably accurate at 325º-328º (actual - 
330º), but the in-air bearing of 178º was woefully in 
error, as the true bearing was 212º. The model was 
found at a point 37deg 46.030'S, 144deg 30.677'E, 2.73 
km from launch point at 212º, the in-flight N-S bearing 
being in error by 24º.  
 This error is understandable given that the drift at 
the time was very light, variable and tending west, with 
an estimated flight time of approximately one hour and 
the model lost to sight after 25 minutes and at a time 
when it was still very high. The on-ground location of the 
model was 4.22km from Green Hill on the aforesaid 
bearing of 330º. 
 (The attached satellite view of the general area 
shows a red dot where the model was found, the patch 
of woodland to the north, Meyer’s Bush, (flight line just 
to the north of it), Green Hill on the extreme bottom of 
the picture – unfortunately I cannot reproduce the 
various bearings in Microsoft Word – more self-
education necessary – Ed.) 
 Another anti-climactic event occurred a week later 
when Leigh, Vin, David Shackleford and I went out for 
the Garnham Fly-Off (David and I went along as 

timekeepers/CD’s). Vin was quickly away and scored 206 
seconds – roughly the time you would expect from a good 
P30 without thermal assistance; Leigh broke a motor 
while winding and after fitting a replacement, managed 
to get away within the allotted ten minutes. The 
departure was hurried however and the model initially 
stalled, but eventually recovered, albeit at a much 
reduced altitude than was the case with Vin’s flight. 
Initially it looked as though Leigh had got away with it as 
the model appeared to be in good air, but it was illusory 
as Leigh’s model was down in 160 seconds, handing Vin 
the win (just swap the trophy over you two, we’ll have 
another go in six month’s time!) 
 The rest of the morning was spent with Vin 
practicing F1B launch techniques (impressive) and I 
trying to sort out my O/R model (I am reluctantly 
coming to the conclusion that it is a dog!) 

PLAN OF THE MONTH  
 As mentioned in the editorial, this may have been 
the last model to be built by Fred Boxall. If you compare 
this with his previous efforts dating back to the early 
‘50’s, not much had changed; still the 15” freewheel 
propeller, general structural layout with minor changes 
to size (the “Jami Jarvi” Wakes were a little bigger). 
 Perhaps it was a case that the general proportions, 
structural methods and ease of construction worked so 
well that there was no need for change. Fred may have 
been an early adherent to the principle that if it a’int 
broke, don’t fix it! – Thanks again to Devon for the 
necessary documentary information. 
 

GARNHAM TROPHY 2017 - Results 
Vin  120 120 120  206 566 
 
Leigh 120 120 120  160 520 
 
Sean 120 113 120  353 
 
Don 120 120   77  317 
 
Mike 102 120 DNF  222 
 
Tim  59  60  61  180 
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1963 Fly-Off Open Rubber Model
Component Weights:

Wing: 0.57oz. 16.2gm.
Tail Cone: 0.22oz.   6.2gm.
Fuselage: 0.84oz. 23.8gm.
Tail and Fin: 0.22oz.   6.2gm.
Prop and Bobbin: 0.36oz. 10.2gm.
Rubber(8str-14") 2.50oz. 71.0gm.
TOTAL: 4.71oz. 134 gm.

Main Dimensions and Aerofoils :
Wing Area: 174sq.in. (NACA 6407)
Wing Span:  39.5"
Fuselage Length: 54.75"
Tailplane Span: 17.0"
Tail Area:  57sq.in. (Gottingen 602)
Propeller: 15" Diam. 22" Pitch.

0.4mm Ply

3
32" x 332" Hard 1

16" x 316" Web - Grain Vertical

3
32" x 14" Hard

1
16" x 18" Hard

 132" x 332" Soft - 
3 Laminations

S1S1S1S1S1 S1 S1 S1

Pack Under 
Spar

1
16" Hard Sheet 
Trim Tab Stop

Gerami 
Clutch

1
32" Ply

1
32" Soft Sheet

Fin Offset - 1° to Port

0.72

0.71

0.36

0.50

0.32

W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1 W1W1 W1 W1 W1 W1W1W1W1W1W1W1W1

NACA 6407

Gott. 602

1
16"Diam. Bamboo Dowel - 2" Long

3°
1
16" Diam. Bamboo Wing Pegs

1
8" x 18" Hard1

8" x 18" Hard

1
16" Sheet Former 

3
32" x 332" Hard - Top and Bottom

3
32" x 716" Hard 

3
16" x 316" Hard 

1
32" Med. Shear Web - Grain Vertical 1

32" x 316" Hard Dihedral Brace

'63 Fly Off Model
By Fred BOXALL
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Propeller Details: 15" Diameter 22" Pitch Twin-Blade Freewheel

Block: 15" x 17 8" x 134", Carved Very Thin with 532" Undercamber at 
Widest Point. "Gerami" Cluth and Pre-Tensioned Motor
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FRED BOXALL’S ’63 FLYOFF MODEL 
 
 

 


