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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 

the First Tuesday in April (3rd at the Leinster Arms Hotel, Cnr 

Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 2C 

G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open from 

6.00 p.m. 

 

April Topic: How to wind rubber motors 
 

Contacts: 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  

Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. April/May 2018 
 
April Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
April 22 - 29 Nationals at West Wyalong 
 
May Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
May 28 Indoors at Sandringham 

 
Please note that, due to the Nationals, the indoor day at 
Sandy has been cancelled 
 

EDITORIAL: Following upon the loss of Jim Fullarton, 

further bad news. Paul Butler has had to resign from the 

role of Minutes Secretary due to the ill health of his 

wife, Barbara. 

 Barbara has been in hospital for an extended period, 

and will require on-going full time care after her 

discharge from hospital. 

 Paul will remain a member of the VFFS but his time 

and availability will be severely restricted. Paul has been 

Minutes Secretary for as long as I have been Editor, 

which, in both our cases, has been for well over ten 

years. 

 On behalf of the Committee and all members, I 

would like to thank Paul for his diligence and dedication 

over the years. Many thanks Paul. 

 With the Nationals now drawing near, a group of 

committed flyers took advantage of a “weather window” 

and made it out to Eynesbury on the 31st of March. 

Report later in this newsletter. 

 Plan for this month is  of Bond Baker’s ’54 

Wakefield (there were to be two, but time pressures 

etc…. 

 

GENERAL MEETING 6th MARCH 2018 
 

Meeting Commenced At: 7-55 pm 
 

1. PRESENT: P. Butler, M. Glaister, C. Parker, 

D. Boughton, S. O’Connor, D. Cassidy, 

T. Denyer,, R. Neve, V. Morgan, 

 

2. VISITORS: Nil 
 

3. APOLOGIES: A. Koralagama, D. Sutherland 

 

4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: 

Were published in Flypaper. 

 

Matters arising that are not covered below:  

R, Neve reported about his enquiries about 

other venues that could be used for indoor flying on 

a weekend. 

 

Acceptance moved: P. Butler, 

 Seconded: C. Parker. 

Carried. 

 

5. SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 

Correspondence in:   Nil 
 

Correspondence out:  Nil 
 

Bank:   2075.88, 

Cash:       92.35, 

 Total:     2168.23. 

 Estimated Stock:      137.80. 

 

17 members, (15 full & 2 part), 

2 Flypaper subscribers. 

 

Matters arising that are not covered below:  

 
Nil 

 

 Acceptance moved: S. O’Connor, 

  Seconded: P. Butler. 

Carried. 

 

6. REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING:  
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S. O’Connor briefly described what was  

discussed at the Committee meeting. 

 

7. GENERAL BUSINESS:  

Meeting Topics  

April  Sourcing Rubber Strippers. 

May  Show of rare I C Engines. 

June  How to wind rubber. 

July   Annual General Meeting. 

August R. Neve will talk about 

his experiences in teaching 

model building in Singapore. 

September Balsa selection revisited. 

 

i.  Help find a home for Jim’s models:  
ii D. Cassidy proposes to contact Andrew Fullarton 

regarding the status of Jim’s remaining models. 

 
iii The beginning of the Nationals a West Wyalong  

is 23rd April 2018: 
  
iv Possible new membership category:  

S. O’Connor and D. Cassidy have discussed the 

matter and a formal proposal will be prepared  

by S. O’Connor and presented for further  

discussion at the next committee meeting. 

 
Other General Business:  
P. Butler will not be able to continue as Minutes 

Secretary so it would be very helpful if someone 

else took on the job. 

 

8. NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: 

8.00 pm 22nd March 2018 at 59 Roseneath St. 

Clifton Hill. 

 

Meeting Closed At: 8-24 pm 
  

9.  A general discussion about all sorts of random 
topics 

This phase of the meeting went in all sorts of 

directions with input primarily by Sean O’Connor, 

Mike Glaister and Vin Morgan. Far too complex for 

your scribes tiny brain. 

(To elaborate a little further than that written 
above by Paul: The topic for discussion was to be 
“Winding rubber motors”. This topic was quickly 
covered by the two most experienced members, 
Sean and Vin. 

Sean led off by describing that the first stage 
is to stretch the rubber to the max, apply about 
60% of the turns (max torque at this stage) and 
steadily winding in while maintaining the torque, 
reaching max turns at the nose of the model. Vin 
emphasised the importance of this winding 
technique and mentioned that using this technique 
and constant practice had meant the difference 
between being an “80 metre” and a “100 metre” F1B 
flyer. No comment was offered after this and the 
subject matter turned to E36’s and of particular 
interest, to Vin’s (actually Leigh’s) recently 
completed “Pearl 202”, a Don DeLoach short kit, 

several of which had been imported by David 
Shackleford. 

Without going into much detail, Leigh’s “Pearl 
202” is really a pearl, beautifully built and detailed. 
The addition of an auxiliary “start” button on the 
right hand side of the pylon, immediately under the 
right hand forefinger – a neatly thought out piece 
of human engineering. 

I, for my part, I had brought along my E36 
which, after seeing the Pearl, I felt like jumping on! 
(I had also toted along the fuselage of the enlarged 
O/R model, but it elicited little interest!! 

Ed.) 
 

EYNESBURY EXCURSION 31–03-18 
 Exactly three months after our last expedition, six 

flyers made it out to Eynesbury to re-acquaint ourselves 

with the joys of outdoor flying, and for the second time 

since last October I managed to rain on everybody’s 

parade! (more later). 

 Arriving at the gate at a few minutes before seven, 

I fumblingly opened the gate in the pre-dawn darkness, 

drove through and was in the process of locking the gate 

when Richard Blackam arrived. Ushering Richard through 

and locking the gate, I was thus someway behind, 

following his taillights, which were rapidly disappearing 

toward the entrance to the southern paddock. I was 

proceeding more cautiously as my car does not have the 

ground clearance of a 4X4, and the Eynesbury rocks are 

ever-present. 

 When I eventually arrived at where Richard had 

located the flight line, about a kilometre into the 

southern paddock, he had already set up and was almost 

ready to wind. I was somewhat (a lot!) slower, and by the 

time I was ready to put a model into the air, Richard had 

had five trimming flights with his F1B. By the time I had 

finished fiddling, the Morgans had arrived and I was 

further distracted by Leigh’s E36 and of which was very 

interested to see fly. 

 With Vin and Richard both sorting out final trim on 

their respective F1B’s (the AFFS Championships are only 

two weeks away), Leigh playing contentedly with her E36, 

there were no further distractions and I eventually got 

into the air with one of the two SOCoupes I had prepped 

for the coming Nationals. The tissue-covered, stiffest 

and lightest of the four I have, managed to max-out 

despite an initial power-stall as a result of a poor launch, 

so, reasonably happy with the first, I switched to my 

second, and best, model, at which point, Sean arrived.  

 A further conflab, a few further demonstrations of 

the phenomenal rate of climb of Leigh’s “Pearl”, (it hasn’t 

got a good glide, at least not at this stage, but it is 

clearly capable of a lot more than two minutes from the 

height it reached on 10 seconds motor run – it might 

struggle on five), I eventually returned to reality and got 

the second SOCoupe into the air. A series of relatively 

gentle height-destroying power stalls, but still maxing, I 

was pretty pleased at this stage. After a second flight 

with a little more downthrust, which corrected the 

power stall – the burst was still a problem; I was 

surprised that, when I eventually retrieved the model 

the DTox Type M timer was still ON! Upon inspection, 
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this was traced to a small remnant of the burnt rubber 

band that had lodged between the actuation 

prong/switch and the side of the cutout in the wing. 

Removing this, the timer seemingly worked as advertised 

and I thought no more about it (mistake number 1). 

 Sean at this stage had his “Dwarf Dip III” 

assembled and had one or two test flights of the model, 

Vin and Richard were still trimming F1Bs, Leigh her E36, 

when David Sutherland appeared unannounced and 

started prepping his XL56 (the 56 differs from the 56b 

in that the wing on the 56 is mounted directly on the top 

of the fuselage, while the 56b has a cabane-mounted 

wing). Tearing myself away from other distractions, I 

decided to have one more flight, this time packing the 

fin with a piece of 0.4mm ply in an effort to eliminate 

the power stall – it worked! The model climbed away 

much higher than previously and I was just 

congratulating myself when it became apparent that the 

flight time was now in excess of the set D/T time! 10 

minutes later, the model was at the limit of visibility, 

eventually lost to view while still in the air. 

 After a considerable hike in a southerly direction, 

negotiating the incessant bands of rock, warding off the 

all – to curious cattle and other (indigenous) wildlife 

(kangaroos) I had lost visual contact with those back at 

the flight line, and with no signal on the tracker 

receiver, I was also losing touch with reality! Retreating 

back toward the cars to collect the Yagi antenna – 

higher gain and more directional than the loop antenna I 

was currently using, I was (very gratefully) intercepted 

by Sean who had managed to get onto the N-S easement 

track between the rock-strewn paddocks. We were 

joined there by Vin and Leigh, with Vin promptly taking 

command of the operation (and the tracker), a situation 

I was in full accord with! After a fruitless search (in the 

wrong paddock as it appears – mistake number 2) we 

eventually gave up. (Vin and Leigh were intending to 

resume the search next day). 

 Getting back to the cars, I having been dropped off 

there by Sean, who continued on in a homeward direction 

having detected some fluid dripping from underneath his 

car, I was just in time to help David find his XL56, which 

had D/T’ed some distance away (I directed him to the 

spot using my iPhone, a very useful instrument, reception 

being very good in the Eynesbury area). 

 Reflecting back on the day, another unwelcome 

discovery was that the soil at Eynesbury is composed of 

small particles of ironstone; this stuff has a high 

concentration of iron (not surprisingly) and is therefore 

attracted to magnets! On more than one occasion, Vin 

had to extract particles from the motor in Leigh’s E36. 

A further thought is that, while the DTox Type M timer 

appeared to be working prior to release on the last 

flight (I definitely started it), the hot wire might have 

been broken, having had pulsed current passing through 

it for a few minutes prior to my arrival on the previous 

retrieval – Is this situation possible Harry?  

PLAN OF THE MONTH 
A Wake that had until now escaped my attention I 

only discovered it while leafing through some 

photocopies of Jim Fullarton’s articles written for his 

column in “Aircraft” magazine and dated September 

1955. The model is that of  

 R,S.B. (Bond) Baker’s ’54 Wakefield; this model won 

the Wakefield event at the Mallala Nationals in the 

Summer of 1954, and was part of the Australian team 

for the ’55 Wakefield Trophy contest held that year at 

Wiesbaden in Germany. 

Looking at the drawing, there are several points of 

interest, the first is the general layout, the use of a 

straight vee dihedral rather that the polyhedral 

commonly in use in Australia at the time; the use of a 

Davis section and a laminated propeller moulded on a 

helical form block and  a spinner made from cement and 

fishing line shows a degree of original thinking that sets 

this model apart. 

I do not have any information on how Bond fared 

with this model at the ’54 Wakefield Trophy and the 

person who would have known has now departed so unless 

someone else can fill me in, I’ll leave it for now. 

 

 
Search location – Red Dot is location of flight line, Green 
dot where we were searching and Blue dot where both 
Leigh and I lost sight of it (proceeding to the left of 
picture)  
 
. 
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1
8" Hard Sheet 1

16" Hard Sheet

1
8" Hard Sheet

1
16" x 316"  Med. Spacers

1
8" Hard Sheet

1
4" Hard Sheet

Section NA

NA

NA

NB

NB

Section NB

23" x 23" Propeller, Moulded from Alternate Layers of 1
32" 

and3
32" Balsa on a Helically Formed Block ( a Layer of 

Japanese Tissue Between Each Layer) - The Finished 

Blade has an 18" Deep Undercamber and a Maximum Width 

of 2" - Blade Thickness Varies from 3
16" Near the Hub to 1

16

" at the Tip

Bamboo U/C Leg, 83
4" Long -  1

8" x 1 4" at 

Top, Tapering to 1 16" x 1 8" at Bottom

Shape of Super Stringers 3
16" x 316" Hard Longerons

Gauze Joint 
Reinforcement

S1 - 132"  Med. Quarter Grain  - 3 Off

S1 S1 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S3S1S2S2S2S2S2S2S2S2S3

S2 - 132" Med. Quarter Grain  - 16 Off

S3 - 18"  Med. Quarter Grain  - 2 Off

S1 

1
32" Hard Sheet Tip Plate - 2 Off

1
32" Soft Sheet

3
16" x 316" Med.

1
8" x 1 2" Med.

1
32" x 1 8" Hard - Top and Bottom

1
32" Med. Sheet Web - Grain Vertical

Note: Spinner Made by Winding Fishing Line, Heavily Coated in Cement, onto a Waxed 

11
2" KeilKraft  "Supersonic" Plastic  Spinner - When Dry the Cement/Fishing Line Shell 

is Carefully Separated from the Mould and Cemented to the 1
8" Ply Backplate 

16 S.W.G. Piano Wire

Lead Sinker - Trimmed to 
Balance Propeller

1
8" Diameter Bamboo Rails

18 S.W.G. Piano Wire

2 3/16"
2"

W1 - 316" Med. Quarter Grain - 1 Off

W23 - 1 4"Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

Note: W2 to W22 -1
32" Med. Quarter Grain, Made Using 

Sandwich Method Using Templates of W1 and W23 - 2 Off Each
1

32" Med. Quarter Grain - 2 Off

Soft Block

Davis A=.93, B=.17

10 INCHES9876543210

W1 W2 W3 W4 W5 W6 W7 W8 W9 W10 W11 W12 W13 W14 W15 W16 W17 W18 W19 W20 W21 W22 W23W1W2W3W4W5W6W7W8W9W10W11W12W13W14W15W16W17W18W19W20W21W22W23

1
8" x 5

8" Med.

1
16" x 3 8" Med.

1
8" x 1 8" Med.

1mm Ply D/T 
Hooks

A B

Former A - 1 8" Hard Former B - 1 8" Hard

R.S.B (Bond) Baker’s ’54 Wakefield 
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