
Page 1 of 1 

The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 

the First Tuesday in December (4th) at the Retreat Hotel, 
Cnr (226) Nicholson and Stafford Streets, Abbottsford 

 

December Topic: Plans Swap (I have a box-full of  
Bob Allison’s plans; no member will be permitted to leave 
without taking at least two plans (each) – By order, Ed.) 
Contacts: 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  

Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. Dec./Jan. 2018/19 
 
December Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
December 10 GEOYSD Sandringham 
 

EDITORIAL: After another month of outdoor 
inactivity, I’m beginning to despair that we will ever get 
the Victorian State Championships up and running again. 
 The worst run of weather over the winter/spring in 
memory combined with no fixed dates for contests have 
conspired to dampen enthusiasm amongst the ageing and 
inevitably shrinking number of active flyers. This 
singular lack of interest is discouraging for those few 
amongst us who are prepared to go out at short notice 
just for fun, let alone fly in a contest. 
 The flexible arrangements we have employed over 
the last few years are simply not working, and it is time 
to re-think our approach to contest planning. At various 
times, the winds have abated sufficiently to fly the 
prestigious Garnham Trophy contest (P30), a competition 
which on past occasions has attracted up to nine flyers, 
but the short-notice arrangements currently used has 
meant that many likely participants have made other 
arrangements or appointments for that day – very 
frustrating, it’s like trying to herd cats! 
 I would propose that we return to a fixed contest 
calendar and not wait for Nirvana-like conditions, which 
never seem to arrive, and fly, come what may. Most 
contests, with the exception of F1A/B/C and O/R, can 
be flown to a two-minute max, and Eynesbury is easily 
capable of accommodating that, whatever the wind 
direction. 

 More thought needs to be put in on this matter 
other than the idle ramblings of YE, a proper contest 
schedule needs to be integrated with interstate and 
Nationals commitments, but something needs to be done! 
 Last month I made mention of the GEOYSD (Dec 10 
at Sandringham). With Darien away and various apologies 
the “Committee” was reduced to two, so (between us) it 
was decided that the overly generous “participant” 
payment be abolished, the cash prizes reduced or 
(better) eliminated and the First Prize to be a bottle of 
wine. It was agreed that the participant incentive 
payment had little or no effect other than to diminish 
the coffers of the VFFS treasury, added to which, the 
likely participants are so few but committed as to need 
no pecuniary inducement in order to participate. (This 
matter was also mentioned last month) 
 Please also note that GEOYSD attendance numbers 
need to be finalised some time in advance of the date so 
that our gracious caterers, Joy and Bridget Cassidy, can 
fine-tune arrangements. If you wish to participate, 
please ring Darien on (03) 9899-0322. 
 My final rambling of the month is an appeal for a 
few more (un) committed souls to get off their arses and 
build a ‘60’s Coupe (actually, just build something!). To 
this end, the plans of the month reflect my (and Sean’s) 
current obsession – just do it! 
 

GENERAL MEETING?? 6th November 2018 

 
Held at The Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson St. 

Abbottsford 
 

(Melbourne Cup Day! And the weather really co-
operated! Bucketing rain all day, so that by the time of 
the scheduled meeting, only a handful of members had 
sloshed their way through the very wet streets and 
flooded roads. 

This motley and largely dry crew joined a 
moderately large group of sodden race-goers, 
“fascinators” which were rendered definitely UN 
fascinating by the rain, make-up streaming etc., some of 
them were even wearing floral gumboots! – and that was 
just the men! I almost laughed but that might have 
provoked an altogether unreceptive response, a punch to 
the head - so I stayed schtum!  –Ed) 
 
Meeting Commenced: Sometime after 8:00 pm 
 

PRESENT: D. Sutherland, S. O’Connor, P. Butler,  
M. Glaister, Vin Morgan, 

 

VISITORS: Nil (perhaps a few frogs). 
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APOLOGIES: C. Parker, Tim Denyer, A. Koralgama 
  D. Boughton, D. Cassidy. 

 

MINUTES OF LAST GENERAL MEETING: 
 

(As there was no formal meeting, (second month in 
a row) no matters were raised and the minutes 
from the last meeting non-existent. – Ed). 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 

Cash  $55.35 
Bank  $2331.17 
Total  $2386.52 

 
Full members   12; 
Part members  2; 
Non-flying members  2; 
Flypaper subs  1 

 
(As with the previous month, the above accounts 
are accurate, but untabled – Ed.) 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS:  
 
(No General Business was transacted, a convivial and 
protracted discussion amongst those present ensued 
–Ed.) 

 

Meeting Topics: 
 

December:  Plan & Magazine Swap 
February:  Tissue over Mylar 
March:  Ron Neve: Modelling in Singapore – pt 2 
April:  Balsa Selection Revisited 
May: Aucune idée 
(The above meeting topics are only notional and will 
have to be reviewed in light of the two non-meetings 
of the previous months – Ed.) 
 
The meeting? closed at – 9:25 pm 

 

PLANS OF THE MONTH 

 Continuing to batter my head against the seemingly 
indifferent brick wall of indolence, I still cling to fading 
hope that someone, somewhere, will take up the 
challenge of building a ‘60’s Coupe and join Sean and 
myself in participating in the 2019 contest To this end, 
the plans of the month should be viewed as another call 
(or more pointedly, prod) to action. The first is Georges 
Matherat’s “Coupe d’hiver”, a rather prosaic name given 
to the design, presumably by someone on the 
Aeromodeller staff; Matherat may have had another and 
rather more inventive name.  
 This is a mid-to-late ‘60’s design; forerunner of a 
series of models all bearing a similar appearance, the use 
of a fishing rod tip for the boom is a common feature of 
all Matherat coupes of this period, the aerofoil being 
progressively thinned and refined over the series. 
Originally designed to meet the 100gm rules, it would, 
like its progeny, make a useful and possibly quite 

successful F1G, not just a ‘60’s coupe. Guess who intends 
to build one? 
 The second plan is a continuation of the theme, 
Matherat’s “A et B” two almost identical models. From 
the text accompanying the article (in MRA), both models 
date from the late ‘60’s, the only difference between A 
and B was that B had an additional wing spar on the lower 
surface, although this is not entirely clear, it may have 
been the other way around. Sometime during the design 
development stage, Matherat switched from a single 
blade propeller to a two-blade set-up, whether this 
marked a transition from the “A” to the “B” is also 
unclear. While both the A and B were built and flown in 
the late ‘60’s, they are currently ineligible, as the only 
plan to have surfaced (so far) is that presented in MRA, 
which dates from late 1971. If anyone has further 
information on these models, especially a three-view 
from the ‘60’s, which can prove the existence of the 
design, please contact YE. 
 The third offering for this the Christmas month, is 
of a model with which I have a love/hate relationship, 
Adolf Haas’ Peanut version of the Waterman Racer. The 
design itself is ideal for Peanut competition as it has a 
low aspect ratio wing, maximising wing area within the 
13” span restriction of the peanut classification, and as 
such, is a definite challenger to the ubiquitous Fike E. 
The question then is, why do I loathe it. The answer to 
that is somewhat complex.  
 Shortly after Adolf’s passing., I became the 
custodian of two of his Peanut models, the Waterman 
and Volksplane, both more delicate and fragile than an 
egg shell. Now Adolf’s skills at building super-light 
models were unsurpassed, (although Sean may dispute 
this assertion) and I soon found out why – he used indoor 
wood of around 4lb/cu.ft throughout, “stiffened” by 
0.004” Boron! – The Waterman, accurately weighed, 
came in at 2.56gm! To say that I was gob-smacked is an 
understatement, I was crushed! My (first) attempt at 
replication came in at 6.88gm! (a second attempt is 
underway, lighter than the first effort, but with no hope 
of equalling Adolf’s effort, asymptotic progress in 
pursuit of an ideal?) 
 The model does an easy two minutes plus in the 
fairly restrictive Sandringham facility – or it did, until I 
broke it! Handling the thing required a touch even more 
considered and gentle than an F1D, and I manage to 
break them simply by looking at em! Fuselage longerons 
of 1/32” square in 4lb wood have a tendency to collapse 
if handled by less-than-delicate fingers, especially if the 
motor contained within is fully wound, aiding the process! 
The resultant mess looked impossible to repair, but 
after resorting to F1D building techniques, I managed to 
repair the damage – not pretty but now flyable. Sean’s 
comment at the time of the disaster was “Adolf’s models 
were not meant to be handled by mere mortals!” I agree!  
 Also inspired by the Waterman (when it was flying 
really well) was Don Bladier, who is in the process of 
building his own attempt at the impossible! The GEOYSD 
is to be graced? By four Waterman Racers, the number 
surviving the meeting is yet to be determined. 
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90 "Coupe d'Hiver" 

WING AREA: 11.00 Dm. Sq.
TAILPLANE AREA:  3.16 Dm. Sq.
WING SPAN: 1010 mm. (959 Proj.)
PROPELLER: 405 x 560

by Georges MATHERAT

Source Material: 3 - View Sketch Plan  - Aeromodeller Annual 1969

2 x 8 MED.
2 x 8 MED.

2 x 3.5 MED.

S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S2S1S1S1S1S1S1S1S1S1S1S2

S1 - 0.5mm MED. QUARTER GRAIN - 21 OFF

S2 - 4mm SOFT- 2 OFF

W1 - 1mm MED. QUARTER GRAIN - 4 OFF

W2 - 0.5mm MED. QUARTER GRAIN - 30 OFF

W3 - 5mm SOFT - 2 OFF

2mm O.D. CELLULOID TUBE

1.5mm DIA. 
BAMBOO

2.5 x 8 x 25 HARD TAILPLANE SUPPORTS

78.0°

NOSEBLOCK - 4 LAMINATIONS  3mm 
HARD SHEET - CROSSGRAINED

0.5mm PLY 
FACING 

2 x 3.5 HARD

2 x 10 HARD

2 x 2 MED.

2 x 2 HARD - TOP 
AND BOTTOM

2 x 2 MED. 1 x 2 HARD

0.5 x 2 HARD

0.5 x 2 HARD

W1 W2 W2 W2

W2

W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W1 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W3W1W2 W2W2 W2W2 W2W2W2 W2W2W1W2W2W2W2W2W3

Wroot - 0.5mm PLY -2 OFF

W root

0.7mm SHEET - BOTTOM ONLY

1.5mm SHEET 

SOFT BLOCK INFILL

1.5mm MED. SHEET

FIBREGLASS FISHING ROD

BIND AND CEMENT

3 x 3 MED. LONGERONS

3 x 3 HARD

1.5mm SHEET

1.5 x 3 MED. SPACERS 

2mm HARD SHEET0.5mm PLY

B
IN
D
 W
IT
H
 C
O
PP
E
R
 

W
IR
E
 A
N
D
 S
O
LD
E
R

1.5mm PIANO WIRE SHAFT, 
1.2mm PIANO WIRE HANGERS

12.0°

0°

39.00

0.5 x 2 HARD

2 x 2 MED.

  

1967  “Coupe d’hiver by Georges Matherat 
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"A et B"
by Georges MATHERAT

WING AREA: 10.2 Dm. Sq.
TAILPLANE AREA:  3.2 Dm. Sq.
WING SPAN: 1060mm. (978 Proj.)
PROPELLER: 480 x 560
O.A. LENGTH: 886 mm

Matherat Sketch - September 1971 - Published in Modele Reduit d'Avion - September 1971
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1921 WATERMAN RACER
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Drawing Based on Adolf Hass' Model 

and Indoor Model Supply Kit Drawing
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DRAWN: MKG 
OCTOBER 2018
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