Newsletter of the Victorian Free Flight Society Inc. AOOO7493L
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The Next Meeting of the Society will fake place on
the First Tuesday in July 3™ at the Leinster Arms Hotel, Cnr
Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways Reference 2C
66.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is open from
6.00 p.m.

July Topic: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:
Sean O'Connor 59 Roseneath St.
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au
Editor:
Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431

michael.glaister@gmail.com

Competition Calendar. July/August 2018

July Outdoors at Eynesbury (Garnham)
July Indoors at Sandringham
July/Aug Victorian State Champs (F16,H,J)

P30, Open Rubber (Shaw Cup etc)

July/Sept 60’s Coupe Postal (International) -
Fly anytime between 1°" June and 30" September
Eynesbury (See Hippocket Aviation Website)

EDITORIAL: This month, being the first month of the
new financial year, fees become due and payable for
both the VFFS and the Werribee Wanderers.

Dealing with the VFFS first, fees remain unchanged
from that of last year the only addition is a new
membership category of "Social Member” This
membership category may be of interest to those
current members who do not participate in regular
outdoor or for that matter, indoor activities (make of
that what you will). The notice of the Annual General
Meeting and the 2018 - 2019 fee schedules are shown
below: -

The Annual General Meeting of the Victorian
Free Flight Society will be held at the "Leinster
Arms Hotel on the 3™ of July - Meeting to
Commence at 8:00 P.M.

All Committee positions are to be declared
vacant as of that time and all financial members
of the VFFS are invited to nominate for any
committee position

VFFS Fees

Full Members: $144 (MAAA/VMAA/VFFS)

Social Member $20

Affiliates: $30 (inc FP)
Printed FP Add:  $10
Flypaper Only $20
Peter Greenhill has also notified that the fees for
this year will be as follows:

Werribee Wanderers
$120 (MAAA/VMAA/WW)

Full Members:
Affiliates: $10

If you are a WW or an affiliate could you please remit
the appropriate funds to the WW bank account; details
below:

ANZ
BSB 013-915
Account N° 2601-3223

(End of formalities)

Little has happened with regard to outdoor events
during the month of June, however four committed
flyers managed to fit in an Excursion to Eynesbury in the
dying days of the month, ready to fly the Garnham,
however due to the small furnout it was mutually agreed
that we would postpone the event until several
interested parties became available.

A similar lack of interest was also evident at the
last VFFS day at Sandringham where only four flyers
were present.

The above has been a recurring theme for some
time now, so could all members make an effort, (or renew
their efforts) to support these organised flying days, I
know it can be a bit difficult, especially with regard to
the outdoor events which are critically dependent on the
weather, and certainly in a Melbourne winter, where it is
difficult to get out of a warm environment (bed) at an
early hour, but give it a go, you will be rewarded with the
sight of a generally beautiful dawn, frost-covered grass,
the attention of a herd of curious cattle and the
occasional kangaroo! We, the fortitudinous four, would
welcome fresh (well, perhaps, everything is relative)
faces out on the pleurisy plains.

As a final note, Roger Gibbs contacted me through
the week. His health has continued to deteriorate and he
has decided to return to the UK to spend whatever
remaining time he has left with his children and
grandchildren. While we are all sad to see him depart, I
would like to offer, on behalf of all VFFS members, a
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safe journey and a much longer life than he has
pessimistically indicated. Farewell Roger.

Plan of the month is the "Asteroid” an early plan by
Bob Hunter - he of "Satellite” fame. I came across this
while searching the Outerzone website (the IP address
is too long to insert here, just Google "Outerzone), and
thought it a fitting accompaniment to last month's
"Uranus" by Oscar Mayes.

Again, it is an 3 A design of appealing shape and
proportion, originally powered by a Holland Hornet, the
choice of power plant revealing, as, while the plan was
originally published in "Flying Models in February 1959,
that the design was probably significantly earlier.

The (new?) Holland Hornet is available from MECOA
for US$79, manufactured using CNC machinery and
original casting moulds and is a faithful copy of the
original.

Referring back to the model, the method of
construction is unusual; it was carried over (or borrowed
from) the first "Satellite” of mid '50's vintage (hot the
1977 version). The wings are constructed mainly of cap
strips, very few solid ribs, the aerofoil being established
by differential cap strip length top and bottom and
three hefty spars. The only other model I can recall
seeing this form of construction having been used was on
a C/L model, Cliff Werwage's "Aries"”

It would certainly have been light, but the
structural stability and stiffness may be questionable.
If anyone has built this model or has previously used this
form of construction, I would be grateful if you would
share your experiences.

Eynesbury 26/06/18

With regard to the Eynesbury day, this turned out
to be a mini-disaster as Sean, thinking that there was a
major problem with his car shortly after leaving home,
returned and contacted Vin and Leigh, at that time also
on the point of departure. Answering Sean's distress
call, they diverted to pick him up, the whole process
occupying a considerable period of time. The trio arrived
at the field around 10:00 and at a time when I had
abandoned hope and was about to pack up and head
home. (T had arrived some two hours earlier).

The drift at 8:00 am was as advertised, from the
WNW toward the ESE, but by 10:00 am, there had been
a flow reversal and drift was now toward Meyer's Bush,
uncomfortably close to the "airstrip” where I had
initially chosen to fly from (safe at 8:00 am not so at
10:00 am). Noting this, Vin decided to proceed further
south down the airstrip, and upon further consideration,
that even this repositioning of the flight line did not give
sufficient confidence, decided to depart for the
southern paddock (cattle pen a little muddy but
negotiable). As I was set up I decided to try out the
P30, which had not flown since the last fly-away in
October! After winding up I launched the model and
instantly regretted itl The model was taken by the drift,
directly toward Meyer's Bush. After a heart-stopping
two minutes, the DTox timer worked precisely (on ya
Harry!) the model started to come down, but I wasn't
quite “out of the woods" yet, the model at that time was
still about 30metres up, and while coming down, was still

drifting at an alarming rate tfoward the dreaded Grey
Box entanglement. Luck was on my side however, as the
model came to earth about 15 metres from the nearest
unclimbable tree! At that point, having survived a near-
death experience, I packed up, picked Sean up (still at
the southern end of the airstrip) and together we
proceeded to the safer, if rockier, southern paddock to
rejoin Leigh and Vin.

Leigh was flying her E36, an impressive, although
somewhat touchy model (launch is critical - the model
must be biased into a right hand turn, otherwise it does
impressively large loop(s)). The glide on this model has
now been sorted out and what, on a previous occasion,
had been a tendency to fall out of the sky, has been
transformed into a floating, thermal sniffing glide.

Vin was flying his F1B's in preparation for the
Queensland State Championships on the following
weekend, and while I had observed this ritual on many
previous occasions, I now had the time to closely observe
each flight. (I had decided not to unpack and fly - one
fright is enough!) F1Bs are truly impressive, great height
on the burst (before the wing wiggler drops out) the
model then climbing steeply in a right-hand spiral to 100+
metres, transitioning into a floating glide before Vin
terminated the flight with the RC D/T. (Vin has all the
right gear) This process was repeated with three of the
five models Vin had immediately available. This whole
very clinical operation was interrupted when a motor
broke while being wound. Even this was a revelation as
the motor broke in the exact centre, all strands
breaking evenly, attesting to the even tension (length of
each strand) in the made-up motor. A change fo a new
motor took around 30 seconds.

Meanwhile, Sean, a short distance away, was refining
the trim on his P30. The addition of a “"Gurney” flap along
the trailing edge of the right wing (Imm x 1.5mm) has
transformed the climb, straight up before rolling out
into a right hand spiral. In effect, the model exhibits a
flight pattern very similar to that of an F1B (not as high
though) achieved without resort to timer-actuated
changes to the incidence of flying surfaces - must try it
on my P30.

We left Eynesbury around 1:00 pm, having (mostly)
achieved our aims (My “Ferion”, prior to this, had not
been flown on full turns - great height from the single-
bladed propeller but inconsistent fold - needs more
work)

GENERAL MEETING 5th JUNE 2018
Meeting Commenced At: 8 pm

PRESENT: P.Butler, M. Glaister, D. Boughton, S.
O'Connor, T. Denyer,
D. Sutherland, V. Morgan

VISITORS: nil

APOLOGIES: A. Koralagama, D. Cassidy,
C. Parker, R. Neve.
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MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Were
published in Fly Paper.

Matters arising that are not covered below.
Nil

SECRETARY/TREASURER'S REPORT:
Correspondence in. C/L News.

Correspondence out. Nil.

Geoff Higgins, last financial in 1996, has rejoined.

Bank: $2076.37,

Cash: $47.35,

Total: $2123.72.
Estimated Stock: $137.80.

17 members, (15 full & 2 part), 2 Flypaper
subscribers

Acceptance moved: S. O'Connor,
Seconded: D. Sutherland.
Carried.

REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING:
S. O'Connor reported that nothing of consequence
was done.

GENERAL BUSINESS:
Meeting Topics

June How to wind rubber.

July Annual General Meeting.

August Model building in Singapore
- R. Neve

September A practical guide to the forces
on models due to assembly and
handling etc.

October Balsa selection revisited.

Nominations to the committee
There are no new nominations to this point and
current members have agreed to stand again.

New Meeting Venue

There was some discussion of criteria that a new
venue should meet - Mondays or Tuesdays are OK;
Wednesday and Thursday are not. It should be
close to a train or tramline.

Other General Business:

There was some discussion about how the VFFS
might interact with the free flight enthusiasts at
the Doncaster club

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING:
8.00 pm 21/06/18 at 59 Roseneath Streef,
Clifton Hill.

Meeting Closed before: 8-30 pm

Meeting Topic - handling rubber motors

As the intended presenters had not prepared
for this demonstration, the topic was deferred to a
later date (it had been the intention to show
various styles of hooks, winders, blast tubes,
lubricants plus the hardware required to enable the
winding of motors outside of fuselages - FIB
techniques - Ed)

Instead, Don Boughton had brought along his
new, beautifully built P30 while Sean had the wing
of his E36 in tow. Both models are original designs
and a tribute to their respective makers. In
particular, Sean’s E36 wing is remarkably stiff, a
problem (lack of stiffness) with the Pear/ 202 and
many other E36 designs. Don's P30 wing is complex,
also stiff and very light - a pity he wasn’t able to
get out to Eynesbury to put it through its paces
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by Bob Hunter
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