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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 

the First Tuesday in October (4th) at the Retreat Hotel, Cnr 
(226) Nicholson and Stafford Streets, Abbottsford 

 

November Topic: Show and Tell – Bring along any 
current or old project you think is of interest 

(While the intended topic or activity for November was to 
be a plans swap, the meeting room at the Retreat hotel is 
currently being refurbished and the committee decided to 
reschedule this topic to the December meeting. Also please 
note, due to the time taken for the distribution/purchase of 
Roger Gibbs’ carbon, the October topic – Balsa Selection is 
also to be rescheduled into next year) 

 

Contacts: 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  

Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. Nov./Dec. 2018 
 
Nov/Dec Vic. State Champs (F1G,H,J),P30, 
  Open Rubber (Shaw Cup),E36? 
 
November Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
November 12 Indoors at Sandy 
 

EDITORIAL: The change of venue went off without a 
hitch, remarkable for the VFFS. The new pub is not 
quite as salubrious when compared to our former 
watering hole, but the beer selection is better and the 
food on a par with the Leinster. The upstairs meeting 
room is larger and quieter, and remarkably for such a 
densely populated inner suburb such as Abbotsford, 
parking wasn’t a problem either. On the negative side, 
the peak hour traffic down Hoddle, Johnson and 
Nicholson Streets is horrendous and mostly unavoidable! 
Another perceived inconvenience is the distance 
between the meeting room and the bar, which is mostly 
vertical, up two flights of stairs, the negotiation of 
which may prove difficult for the inebriated. Time will 
tell. 
 Onto another matter; I had transported all of 
Roger’s carbon to the meeting, some of which had been 
pre-sold (the most desired items being the Mike 
Francies lightweight carbon fuselage tubes of 19 and 

22mm diameter) also desired, the ownership of which 
was hotly contested were the lightweight carbon tubes 
of 3.18, 4 and 4.5mm diameter. After the blood had been 
wiped up and the money collected, it was too late to 
commence formal proceedings and the meeting was 
abandoned, the unsold carbon being entered into VFFS 
stock, (briefly – see below). In all the confusion, what 
went unnoticed was that there were 15 lengths of 
Maarten Van Dyk trapezoidal section, ideal for F1Bs, 
mixed up in the flat section stuff, so the price list 
attached to the October newsletter is to be revised!! 
 During the month, I received an email from Keith 
Murray, asking if I would draw up plans of Ron McDuir’s  
“Nemesis”, a diesel-powered pylon model from the very 
early ‘50’s. Agreeing to this request, I subsequently 
received a package, the contents of which were both 
copious and confusing. It appears that there was more 
than one “Nemesis”, possibly three. It will take some 
time to sort this out so the whole project has been 
pushed back into 2019, sorry Keith. 
 With regard to the unsold carbon, mid-month, I 
received a call from 007 enquiring about Roger’s carbon. 
After a short discussion, it was decided to despatch the 
stuff by “courier”. Vin Morgan agreed to act in that 
capacity and took the residue (which was most of it) 
with him to the “Wings over West Wyalong” meeting. At 
this stage the outcome is uncertain. 
 The GEOYSD will be held on the 10th of December 
at Sandringham from 10am to 4pm. Due to the dwindling 
number of participants in the scale competition, an 
additional Indoor Scramble event will also be held. This 
will take the form of the maximum number of flight over 
30 seconds in a 30-minute period, the starting time of 
the event to be decided by the Contest Director. Also 
please note that the usual Christmas lunch will be 
provided by Darien’s wife Joy, and daughter Brigid. 
Advance notification of intention to attend is required 
The prizes (?) will consist of bottle(s) of wine – no cash 
prizes this year! 
  One final bit of news; despite dropping one flight in 
the ‘60’s postal contest, Sean still won! Four years in a 
row! One pleasing aspect to this years contest has been 
that the Northern hemisphere flyers were well to the 
fore, my score being only good enough for fourth place. 
For those interested, the full details are appended. 
 As you will see, there were only seven flyers that 
entered a score this year. This contest deserves more 
support than it has received to date, and it has been, 
and still is, our hope to attract more interest, especially 
from the Southern hemisphere. 
 While there has been a lot of comment on the 
Hippocket Aeronautics blog page, mostly by “armchair 
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aeronauts”, little has eventuated. So, if you would like to 
get off your butt and take part, I can supply any number 
of suitable designs, with more to come.  
 

 
 
 The major plan of the month is that of John 
Stormont’s 1937 “Stick” rubber model. The plan was 
found in Adrian’s collection but that plan was originally 
sourced from Frank Zaic’s 1938 Year Book (p110). Quite 
a big model as “Sticks” go, and quite successful. 
 The second plan is something I came across was that 
of a cute Peanut design, found while trolling the internet 
– all square lines and easy to build, try one for the 
GEOYSD. 
 

GENERAL MEETING?? 2nd October 2018 

 
Held at The Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson St. 

Abbottsford 
 
(The following is only notional as no formal meeting was 
held. People in attendance and Financial Statement s are 
accurate –Ed) 
 
Meeting Commenced At: 8-25 pm 
 

PRESENT: A. Koralagama, D. Sutherland, 

S. O’Connor, P. Butler, D. Boughton, 
M. Glaister, Vin Morgan, 

 

VISITORS: Peter Greenhill. 
 

APOLOGIES:  C. Parker, Tim Denyer, 
  Darien Cassidy. 

 

MINUTES OF LAST GENERAL MEETING: 
 

(As there was no formal meeting, no matters were 
raised and the minutes from the last meeting in 
September were not passed – Ed). 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 

Cash  $55.35 
Bank  $2331.17 
Total  $2386.52 

 
Full members   12; 
Part members  2; 
Non-flying members  2; 
Flypaper subs  1 

 
(The above accounts are accurate, but untabled – 
Ed.) 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS:  
 
(No General Business was transacted –Ed.) 

 

Meeting Topics: 
 

October:  Balsa Selection Revisited 
November:  Plan & Magazine Swap 
December:  Tissue over Mylar 
February:  Ron Neve: Modelling in Singapore – pt 2 
 
The meeting? closed at – 9:15 pm 

 

PLANS OF THE MONTH 

 As noted above, John Stormont’s 1937 Stick model 
was larger than most in that particular genre, being of 
Wakefield size, but unencumbered with U/C, cross-
sectional area and other requirements of that time, was 
quite light at 4oz. Using current rubber weights and 
dimensions as a guide, the eight strands of 1/30 x 1/4 
would be about 1¼oz, giving an AUW of around five and a 
bit ounces or 150gm, comparable to many O/R models of 
today. The only things that would limit its performance 
would be the freewheeling propeller and the overly thick 
wing section. In this regard, it is also worth noting that 
the aerofoil is designated as Stormont S-5, an original, 
and thinner than the usual Grant section popular at the 
time. It would be a very useful Vintage model today, 
given the early date, 1937, as it would attract a vintage 
bonus of 38 seconds.  
 One of the main drawbacks to models of that 
vintage was that the D/T had not been invented and so 
models were to some extent, expendable. Such a fate 
could be avoided with this design as it lends itself to the 
easy incorporation of a standard tailplane D/T. Have a 
go, more Vintage models means more entries at the next 
Nats!! 
 The second model is a Peanut of unknown origin. I’ve 
never seen pictures of this aircraft before, and as the 
text is in Spanish, I can only presume that it has its 
origins somewhere in the spanish-speaking world. If 
someone knows more about it let me know, perhaps Paul 
Butler? 

 
 

Col Collyer’s Open Power Model – AFFS 2013 
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'37 AUST. OUTDOOR RECORD STICK
by J. Stormont

SPECIFICATIONS:

WING SPAN (PROJ): 435 8"

WING AREA (PROJ): 209.40 Sq. In.

TAILPLANE AREA: 63.82 Sq. In.

O.A. LENGTH: 38"

MOTOR: 8 STRANDS 130" x 1 4" 

WEIGHT: 4 Oz.

R2

R1

R3 1
32" DIAM 
BAMBOO

3
32" x 332" MED.

3
32" x 332" MED.

R3

0°
STORMONT S-5

1.25° DOWNTHRUST

3
32" x 332" HARD LONGERONS

3
32" x 332" MED. SPACERS

16" x 2" x 112" MED. BLOCK

5"

REAR HOOK DETAIL

18 S.W.G. PIANO WIRE

3
32" HARD SHEET

0.4mm PLY - CEMENT 
TO TAIL ASSEMBLY

S1 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2S2S2S2S2S2

W1 W1 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2 W2
W3

A

A

SECTION A-A

0.4mm PLY
W1

W1 - 1 16" MED. QUARTER GRAIN - 3 OFF

W2

W2 - 116" MED. QUARTER GRAIN - 24 OFF

W3

W3 - 1 16" MED. QUARTER GRAIN - 2 OFF

S1 - 132" MED. QUARTER GRAIN - 1 OFF

S2 - 132" MED. QUARTER GRAIN - 10 OFF

W1W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2W2
W3

1
8" x 14" HARD

1
8" x 

1
8" MED.

1
8" x 

1
4" HARD

1
8" x 18" HARD L. E.

1
32" SOFT SHEET 
- TOP ONLY

1mm PLY BRACE

1
8" x 18" HARD L. E.

1
16" x 14" HARD

1
16" DIAM. BAMBOO

1
16" DIAM. BAMBOO

1
8" x 

1
8" HARD

SECTION B-B

B

B

3
32" x  18" HARD

R2

R1

R1, R2, R3 ALL 132" MED. QUARTER GRAIN

 
  

1937 Australian Outdoor Record Stick by J. Stormont 
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