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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 

the First Tuesday in October (4th) at the Retreat Hotel, 
Cnr (226) Nicholson and Stafford Streets, 
Abbottsford, This is not to be confused with the Retreat 
Hotel located in Sydney Rd. Brunswick! The meeting will 
commence at the usual time of 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant is 
open from 6.00 p.m. (Presumably). 

 

October Topic: Balsa Selection (Revisited) – Please 
note that our resident expert has 
requested that those interested 
bring along some balsa to be 
assessed. 

 

Contacts: 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  

Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. Sept./Oct. 2018 
 
Oct/Nov Victorian State Champs (F1G,H,J) 
  P30, Open Rubber (Shaw Cup etc) 
  E36? 
 
October Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
October Indoors at Sandy 
 

EDITORIAL: For those who missed it, the October 
meeting will take place at a new venue, the RETREAT 
HOTEL, 226 Nicholson Street Abbottsford, (corner 
Stafford Street)  
 Earlier this month I received a note from Roy 
Summersby, requesting assistance from the VFFS in 
petitioning the VMAA for a contribution towards 
further development of the West Wyalong property, the 
aim being to develop the site as a true Model Aviation 
Park. The funds requested will be directed toward the 
construction of an all-weather C/L circle and R/C pit and 
runway(s). 
 While the work outlined does not directly benefit 
Free Flighters, Roy’s proposal should be supported by all 
with an interest in model aviation. The agglomeration of 
all three disciplines on the one site will improve the 
financial health of the project into the future. The 

VFFS Committee supports the NSWFFS in this 
endeavour and will lobby the VMAA on their behalf. 
(Roy’s letter appended below). 
 On to another matter. I received a communication 
from Roger Gibbs, who is intending to return to the UK 
in the near future to see out his remaining days closer to 
his children, located in disparate parts of England. To 
journey between each of the three offspring, Roger 
intends to buy a Canal Boat, have it refurbished to suit 
his needs, and explore the UK from a different 
perspective. 
 When I met Roger, he looked to be in better health 
than he was at our last meeting, both knees now replaced 
and at last, free from the pain he so evidently was 
experiencing heretofore. Over a leisurely lunch at a 
winery in Healesville, he outlined his plans for the future 
and was very positive and buoyant about his prospects. 
 For those who are unfamiliar with Roger’s history, 
before coming to Australia, Roger was the proprietor of 
a 300-year old boat-building yard/business which was 
very prosperous until running afoul of EU over-
regulations, the end result of which prompted the sale 
of the enterprise and his subsequent migration to 
Australia. I, along with many others, will be sad to see 
him depart, but wish Roger a long and happy retirement 
messing about in boats. (I’ll see you one more time 
before you go Roger, and we will take up your offer of a 
few days cruising the waterways when we make it over 
to the UK) 
 As a further aside, Roger bequeathed to the VFFS 
his very extensive collection of Free Flight Supplies 
(Mike Woodhouse) carbon fibre extrusions, tubes and 
cloth. I refused to accept this gratis , and bought the 
lot for what was a heavily discounted, almost derisory 
sum. The Committee has decided that the carbon is to 
be on-sold to “builders” (not collectors) using indicative 
Mike Woodhouse prices, but substituting A$ for UK₤, a 
genuine discount of 50%. Monies raised over that 
already outlaid will be forwarded (don’t hold your breath 
Roger) to enable him to quaff a few pints at various 
canal-side hostelries during his wanderings around the 
waterways of England. Good Luck Roger! 
 Plan of the month is that of Bob Rowe’s “Mindick” (I 
suppose the name has, or had, some relevance), a 1949 
Wakefield which found its way to Cranfield as part of 
the Australian team of that year. All Australian entries 
for the ’49 contest were proxy-flown and it took the 
assigned proxy flyers some time to come to terms with 
their charges in the gales that prevailed on the day of 
the contest, however Jack North, proxy-flying for Jim 
Fullarton, opined in a letter to Jim that the Australian 
models were potentially the best in the contest. 
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GENERAL MEETING 4th September 2018 

 
Held at The Leinster Arms Hotel, 66 Gold St. 

Collingwood 
 
Meeting Commenced At: 8-25 pm 
 

PRESENT: D. Cassidy, A. Koralagama, 

D. Sutherland, S. O’Connor,  
P. Butler, D. Boughton, M. Glaister, 
Vin Morgan. 

 

VISITORS: R. Neve 
 

APOLOGIES: C. Parker, Tim Denyer,. 
 

MINUTES OF LAST GENERAL MEETING: 
 

Were published in the August issue of Flypaper. 
 

Acceptance moved:  P. Butler  
Seconded:.  M. Glaister 

 Carried. 
 

Matters Arising: Nil 
 

(There was no committee meeting in August) 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 

Cash  $45.35 
Bank  $2335.54 
Total  $2380.89 

 
Full members   12; 
Part members  2; 
Non-flying members  2; 
Flypaper subs  1 

 
Acceptance moved: S. O’Connor, 
Seconded:  P. Butler. 

 Carried. 
 

Matters Arising:  Nil. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS:  
 a/ New meeting venue: The Sec. reported on 

facilities available at the Retreat Holel in  
Nicholson St Abottsford. 

It was decided to hold the next meeting at that 
venue. 

 b/ An Indoor flying site available at weekends 
has not yet been found. 

 c/ There was some discussion of various 
members preferences for a change to the 
format of the GEOSYD.  
(A scale fly-in together with some form of  
‘scramble’ seems where we are headed). 

 

Meeting Topics 
September: A Guide to Forces on Models due to  
assembly and handling etc. 
October: Balsa Selection Revisited 
November: Plan & Magazine Swap 

December: Tissue over Mylar 
February: Ron Neve: Modelling in Singapore – part 2 
 
The meeting closed at – 8:55 pm 

 

 Following the meeting S O’C gave a sketchy 
account of non-aerodynamic forces that model 
aircraft have to withstand in the course of being 
assembled, flown and retrieved by their fumble 
fingered owners, highlighting the need for local 
reinforcement to deal with handling loads.  

(Sean gave a much more detailed account of 
model forces than indicated above. To illustrate this 
he used his new “Ailbass” ‘60’s Coupe (F1G), 
emphasising the importance of selecting rubber 
hold-down bands of appropriate thickness, strength 
and length, recounting the loss of several of his 
models due to inadequate tension in the D/T band(s) 
especially. A weak band tends to let the tailplane 
“float”; it must be pulled firmly up to the stop, as 
the aerodynamic forces are usually insufficient to 
do the job. 

Also of note, and well worth highlighting, was 
the “reverse” Montreal stop Sean has used on his 
“Ailbass”, a case-in-point about getting the forces 
right. The actuating spring on the stop was initially 
wound with 0.013 piano wire – this proved to be too 
strong, the number of turns retained on the motor 
being excessive. The problem was corrected by 
winding a new spring out of 0.010 wire – attention to 
detail….Ed) 

FINAL REMINDER: RETREAT HOTEL, 226 Nicholson 
Street Abbottsford, (corner Stafford Street)  

 
EYNESBURY REVISITED 20/09/18 

 With less than a month left of the allocated 
“Winter” period to get our ‘60’s Coupe Postal flights in, 
Sean and YE were anxious to get out to Eynesbury at the 
earliest opportunity and the rather luxurious approach 
of waiting for benign conditions to eventuate had to be 
abandoned in favour of a slightly less favourable set of 
conditions. Expecting an initial 3m/s drift, stiffening to 
a 5m/s plus breeze in the late morning, the two of us 
arrived at the gate at 7:00am, quickly set up on the 
airstrip, a location which gave the best retrieval 
distance free of obstacles, (or so we thought), and we 
were both quickly in the air, Sean doing initial trimming 
on his Ailbass while I was intent of putting in my fifth 
flight for the postal. After a false start with a broken 
strand on low turns, I changed the motor to one I had 
made up from an old Vin Morgan F1B motor. Winding to 
about 20 oz in., The “Ferion”, now with the bugs ironed 
out, shot straight up, rolled into the turn and proceeded 
to easy max-height – damn good rubber Vin! The model 
was unfortunately in pretty poor air but the height 
gained was enough for me to post a final max before 
taking over duties as timekeeper for Sean. 
 Sean had decided to use a six-strand motor in the 
Ailbass, as the prop diameter was considerably less than 
that of his Dwarf Dip III in which 10 strands were the 
norm. Surprisingly, or perhaps not, this proved more 
than sufficient for the model. After initially breaking a 
motor on full turns, Sean wound a bit more 
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conservatively for his second attempt and after a fairly 
sluggish initial climb, possibly due to a poor launch, or 
not achieving max torque, the Ailbass climbed away on 
its first competition flight to a very useful height and 
D/Ted, landing between two desiccated grey box trees 
after a flight duration of 3:11 (191 sec) – the wind had 
strengthened and shifted around a bit. (A lot!). After a 
close call like that, Sean decided to reduce the “time” on 
the Munson viscous timer he was using for the second 
flight. This time, winding to max turns, the model 
climbed away as well as my “Ferion” on 10 strands and to 
an impressive height. The prop had just folded when the 
timekeeper was heard to exclaim “What the %&**!! – 
The D/T had activated and Sean’s Ailbass was down at 
1:31 (91 sec), apart from the wind, the Arctic 
temperatures had also increased, thereby invalidating an 
earlier “calibration” of the Munson timer. (The only good 
thing about viscous timers is that they are reliable! The 
variability with temperature means that they must be 
“recalibrated” before each flight). Upon retrieval, Sean 
discovered that the top of the wing-tongue box had 
come adrift, that put the Ailbass temporarily out of 
action and so Sean reverted to “plan B”, and the Dwarf 
Dip III emerged from the model box. Winding the 10 
strands of the Dwarf Dip was less time-consuming than 
that of the six-strand Ailbass and DD III was in the air 
and quickly climbing to an easy max. Timing this flight I 
noticed that the trees, which we had thought were 
sufficiently far down wind not to cause a problem were 
again coming into play as the conditions deteriorated. 
(The drift, now a wind, had been steadily rising all 
morning and now was running at 5m/s plus, with gusts 
considerably stronger than that) The DD was seen to 
pass behind several trees before either D/Ting or 
hitting one of them (The latter possibility didn’t bear 
thinking about as we had left the telescopic Roach poles 
back at our respective ranches). As it turned out, the 
model had, in fact, D/Ted, and came to earth some 200 
metres behind the trees, nearly a kilometre from where 
it was launched. 
 At this point, it was decided to call it a day, the 
weather was not improving, we had two close encounters 
with trees and besides, Sean wanted to finish his flights 
with the Ailbass, so we packed up and departed 
Eynesbury at 11:00am. 
EYNESBURY – THE SEQUEL 

 With time running out for completing his flights for 
the ‘60’s Coupe Postal, Sean was understandably anxious 
to take any opportunity, and for once, the weather 
cooperated. Wednesday the 26th, with four days to go, 
proved to be suitable if not perfect, so Sean, YE, and a 
little later and after all the drama, Vin and Leigh, made 
the pilgrimage out to the field. Sean and I arrived a 
little after 7:00am to find the conditions exactly as 
predicted, drift from the WNW at 1 to 1.5m/s, so we 
set up on the airstrip again, a safe location given the 
weak and variable drift, the trees which proved so 
troublesome five days previously were well out of range. 
As it turned out, it wasn’t those trees we had to worry 
about! 
 With his repaired Ailbass, Sean wound up and was 
quickly into the air, but things were not good, the 

Ailbass, after getting away cleanly suddenly decided to 
return to earth – rapidly (fortunately undamaged in the 
rapid arrival). With a total flight time of 8 seconds, this 
constituted an attempt, and rather than risking another 
with a clearly out-of-trim model, the Ailbass was retired 
in favour of the trusty five-year old Dwarf Dip III. This 
changeover took some time, and, to while away the 
minutes, I was test-flying my Fullarton ’49 Wake, which 
was showing some promise. It shortly became apparent 
that the drift had changed, but in a reversal of the 
predicted direction. This brought a clump of scraggy 
she-oaks to the north into play, but by now Sean had 
wound up and ready to go and rather than change 
location, he risked it.At 2:10 I lost sight of the model 
behind the said clump, and as it did not reappear, 
clocked off. With a strong signal from the tracker 
transmitter (ominous) Sean headed off to retrieve the 
DD III, and a short time later reappeared from the 
clump of trees sans model. Guessing what had happened 
I met him halfway back with the roach pole and custom-
made extension. The model had come to grief in the 
topmost branches of a particularly shitty tree, no more 
than 10 metres from an open paddock. With the aid of 
the “extension” the roach pole, now 10+ metres long, the 
model was dislodged without too much drama, and as we 
made our way back, the Morgans arrived. After a short 
conversation, Vin and Leigh made their way into the 
southern paddock, and in light of the near-disaster, we 
decided to pull stumps and join them. 
 The rest is pretty anti-climactic, shortly after 
arrival at the new location Sean re-cemented the fin 
back onto the Dwarf Dip (the only damage sustained 
during its arboreal excursion) and 10 minutes thereafter 
launched, almost simultaneously with Vin and his F1B, for 
a final flight – another max, beating my already-posted 
score by 29seconds. Packing up, we departed the field at 
11:30, leaving Vin to practice with his F1Bs and Leigh, 
her P30. Compared with previous years, this years Coupe 
contest has proven to be somewhat problematic, if not 
traumatic!! 
PLAN OF THE MONTH 

Again, searching (and finding) inspiration in Adrian 
Bryant’s collection of Australian FF designs, I came 
across Bob Rowe’s “Mindick” ’49 Wakefield, another of 
the ill-fated models sent to England to compete in the 
’49 Wakefield Contest only to be defeated by the 
weather. 
 The “Mindick”, like (almost) all of its (Australian) 
contemporaries, was a twin fin design, with a single-
blade propeller; it differed from the others in having a 
diamond as opposed to a slab-sided fuselage and with the 
wing being cabane-mounted. The prop hinge followed the 
practice of that time in attaching the prop to the hub 
utilising two flat steel strips, which pivoted on a short 
hinge pin, soldered into the brass backplate, in turn 
attached to the hub rather than follow the American 
system of passing a wire through a hub-mounted tube 
and then bending to the contour of the blade. Both 
methods work, although the former seems to be 
inherently stiffer, I’ve used both so its really a matter 
of personal choice. 
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The Roger Gibbs Carbon Collection 
       

Carbon Rod  Carbon Tube 

Size Number Price  Size  Number Price 

0.15mm 3 $1.00  3.00mm 2 $4.00 

0.28mm 2 $2.00  3.18mm 3 $4.00 

0.50mm 1 $2.50  4.00mm 3 $4.00 

0.66mm 6 $2.50  5.00mm 1 $4.00 

0.79mm 12 $2.50     

1.00mm 26 $3.00  Carbon Half-Round 

1.20mm 10 $3.00  Size Number Price 

1.30mm 9 $3.00  2.00x1.00 3 $3.00 

1.40mm 24 $3.00  3.00x1.50 2 $3.00 

1.50mm 34 $3.00  4.00x2.00 3 $3.00 

1.60mm 6 $3.00  5.00x2.50 4 $3.00 

1.75mm 4 $3.00     

1.80mm 11 $3.00  Carbon Flat 

2.00mm 3 $3.00  Size  Number Price 

3.00mm 11 $3.00  1.60x0.50 2 $2.00 

3.18mm 1 $3.00  1.70x0.60 1 $2.00 

4.00mm 1 $3.00  2.00x0.40 12 $2.00 

5.00mm 1 $3.00  2.00x0.60 13 $2.00 

    2.00x0.60 3 $2.00 

Mike Francies Tubes  2.00x0.60 3 $2.00 

Size  Number Price  2.00x0.80 7 $2.00 

19mm Dia 4 $30  3.00x0.60 15 $2.00 

22mm Dia 1 $30  3.00x0.70 6 $2.00 

25mm Dia 1 $30  3.00x0.80 5 $2.00 

    3.15x0.80 6 $2.00 

Torque Meters  4.00x0.60 1 $2.50 

Type Number Price  4.00x0.80 15 $2.50 

P30 1 $20  4.00x1.00 13 $2.50 

F1G 1 $20  7.70x0.80 15 $4.00 

       

Lightweight Carbon Tubes  Tapered Carbon Tubes 

       

3.18mm Diam 2 $10.00     

4.00mm Diam 3 $10.00     

4.50mm Diam 1 $10.00     
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Hard Surface for the AB Field 
 

A great man once said: “Give us the tools and we will get the job done” 
What has our little band of enthusiastic modellers achieved in the four years that we have owned the AB field at 

West Wyalong?  
Our aim was, and still is, to have a field that is multi-discipline. Yes, Free Flight is the most important discipline to us, 

but we do realise that we need modellers from all disciplines along with all types of models to make a true “Model Aviation 
Park” as the Bland Shire Council has called the field, and that is what we hope it will be. 

What did we start with? We had acquired:  
• 700 acres of land (1900m x 1200m) with good fences 
• a mixture of sheds - two large sheds & a number of dilapidated smaller sheds, 
• a very run down and uninhabitable 70 year old home, 
• 70 years of accumulated rubbish.  
The property had potential, but it needed to be worked long & hard before we could really use it. 

Where did we start? Being free flighters a few trees had to go, this happened in a very short time. In fact the ink wasn’t 
even dry on the contract when some fell over. With the multi-discipline theme in mind, we soon asked the Council to grade 
the main RC strip. We installed a steel shade, 6 x 12 metres along with a weather proof room close to the RC strip.  The 
Estate Agent found a sheep farmer who needed some paddocks. He liked our paddock and has been running his sheep 
there ever since. His lease has been renewed which shows we are getting along very well together.  

The house was un-rentable, so our little tribe decided to make a club house from it. One wouldn’t recognise it now, but 
the house was a shambles in every way when we started on that first day. Work has included:  

• plumbing repairs,  
• electrical repairs,  
• painting of many interior and exterior surfaces,  
• new ceiling,  
• new floor coverings,  
• new roof along with gutters, facias, gables, insulation etc.,  
• repairs to external walls,  
• new roof for the veranda,  
• fitting out of one room as a library ( it now is home to hundreds of magazines and books). 
• artificial grass has been laid to front and back yards; this keeps a lot of wind dust out of the house.  
This is just some of the work which has been done to the old farm house. Numerous other house cleaning and home 

making tasks have been completed by a large number of volunteers. 
What was the farm workshop has now been turned into a full camp kitchen. We have also installed ladies and gents 

toilets and showers. Hosting the National’s this year we had to increase the gents, so another amenities block was bought. 
Toilets and showers were a big cost, not only to buy, but also to install as a full septic system along with associated 
plumbing was required. This might sound excessive but we had 55 happy campers on site for the national’s, and we expect 
more next year now that people have seen the facilities. 

What was the farm machinery shed is now home to four containers which keep’s the Nat’s equipment, MAAA museum 
models, mowers, shades and a multitude of goods. It has not required any work and has been a sound and useful structure 
from day one. 

Two other big and very expensive development jobs were;  
• providing an all weather road to the RC field and,  
• laying a base for what will be (we hope) a bitumen hard surface for both control line and radio flying. This area is 

large, 50 x 60 metres. The work has commenced - the road base has been laid and rolled and ready for surfacing. 
However this second item is not complete. To do this job properly we are talking big dollars. The math is like this - 

surfacing 3,000 square meters @ approximately $13.00 per metre works out to be $39,000. This is a significant 
investment in anybody’s language. However it is clearly an important investment and would sit well with all the other 
improvements we have made to the property to date. More importantly, a hard surfaced area will make the property one 
of the best multi discipline model flying sites in the world as we can then cater at a good level for Control Line as well as 
Radio Control and Free flight as well as providing excellent camping and club house facilities.  

In the four years we have had the property we have completed approximately $90,000 of improvements at cost. The 
actual value of the improvements significantly exceeds this amount as much of the work has been done by volunteers who 
gave their expertise & labour for free. None of this money, expertise and labour has been wasted. Every penny has been 
spent on items that are still in use today. We, the NSWFFS have run out of funds to do this next most important job. So 
the question arises - how can we finance this important surfacing job? One thought is that maybe the eastern State 
Associations, of which there are five, along with the MAAA could split the bill. This would make it only $6500 each, which 
is a lot less daunting than $39,000. 

We believe we have proven that we can manage and develop the property, so what would your State Association think 
of providing some funds so we can finish the job, and make the AB field a truly world class multi-discipline Model Aviation 
Park. 

The Executive, NSWFFS 
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“MINDICK”, 1949 Wakefield by Bob Rowe 

 


