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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the First Tuesday in September (4th) at the Leinster Arms 

Hotel, Cnr Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood, Melways 

Reference 2C G6.h, commencing at 8.00 p.m. - the Restaurant 
is open from 6.00 p.m. NOTE THAT THIS WILL BE THE 

LAST MEETING TO BE HELD AT THE LEINSTER ARMS 
 

September Topic: A Guide to Forces on Models  
 

Contacts: 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  

Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. Sept./Oct. 2018 
 
Sept/Oct Victorian State Champs (F1G,H,J) 
  P30, Open Rubber (Shaw Cup etc) 
  E36? 
 
End Sept 60’s Coupe Postal (International) –  
  Fly anytime between 1st June and  
  30th September Eynesbury (See  
  Hippocket Aviation Website) 
 
September Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
September Indoors at Sandy 
 

EDITORIAL: Again, a month of inaction enlivened 
slightly by a rare visit to Eynesbury (two actually), 
taking advantage of all-too-brief lulls in the endless 
gales we have had to endure over the past two months! 
During that enforced hibernation, at least one thing has 
happened which may be of passing interest, Sean has (at 
last) finished his René Jossien-designed “Ailbass” Coupe 
d’hiver (see photo) The model is superbly built; with one 
or two “wrinkles” added to correct some perceived 
anomalies in the original design. With very careful 
selection of materials, the model came in 15gm 
underweight, an achievement in itself. – Flight trials are 
imminent and I’m looking forward to it! 
 Another item, if you missed the note at the top of 
this newsletter, the next general meeting will be the last 
to be held at the Leinster Arms. A combination of age, 
weariness and an “offer too good to refuse” has enticed 
the owners to relinquish the property to the inevitable 

and seemingly insatiable redevelopment (and destruction 
of infrastructure) of the inner suburbs. 
 One further item of interest, if you are a 
subscriber to FFDU, the latest edition, Spring 2018, 
contains an article by Mal Campbell on the E36 class. 
This gives a breakdown on many existing E36 models, a 
guide to those who have an (awakening) interest in this 
class. Accompanying the article are four plans of E36 
and 1/2 A designs, so there is no excuse to sit on your 
hands. Good article Mal. (FFDU is going from strength to 
strength under Mal’s stewardship. It must be amongst 
the best, if not the best, FF newsletter in the world) 
 Plan for this month is of Jim Fullarton’s 1938-39 
championship-winning rubber model, a design I had 
previously overlooked, relatively simple to build and 
capable of winning any Vintage event. 
 

GENERAL MEETING 7th August 2018 
held at 
The Leinster Arms Hotel 66 Gold St. Collingwood 
 
Meeting Commenced At: 8-12 pm 
 

1. PRESENT: D. Cassidy, S. O’Connor, P. Butler, D. 
Boughton, T. Denyer, M. Glaister, V. Morgan. 
 

2. VISITORS: R. Neve 
 

3. APOLOGIES: C.  Parker, A. Koralagama, 
  D. Sutherland. 
 

4. MINUTES OF LAST GENERAL MEETING: 
Were published in the July 2018 issue of Flypaper. 
 
  Acceptance moved:  Paul Butler, 
  Seconded:. Mike Glaister 
    Carried. 
 
 Matters Arising: Nil 
 
 There was no committee meeting in July 
 

6. TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
  Cash $224.35 
  Bank $2060.54 
  Total $2284.89 
 
 Full members 8; Part members 1; Non-flying 
 members 2; Flypaper subs 1 
 

     Newsletter of the Victorian Free Flight Society Inc. A0007493L 
         http://members.optushome.com.au/vffs/ 
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  Acceptance moved: S. O’Connor, 
  Seconded:  P. Butler. 
    Carried. 
 
 Matters Arising:  Nil. 
 

8. GENERAL BUSINESS:  
 

1. New meeting venue: No progress but fallbacks 
available. 

 
2. An Indoor flying site available at weekends has 

not yet been found. 
 
 

3. The election for VMAA 
secretary was tied so a 
new online election was 
organized by the 
returning officer. 

 
 4. It was decided to cast the 
VFFS vote for Joe 
 Finocchiaro. 
 

4. The secretary requested 
ideas for a new format 
for the GEOSYD. 

5.  

9. Meeting Topics 
August   Ron Neve: Teaching Modelling in  
  Singapore 
September : A Guide to Forces on Models due to  
  assembly and handling etc. 
October :  Balsa Selection Revisited 
November : Plan & Magazine Swap 
December : Tissue over Mylar 
 
The meeting closed at  8-40  pm 
 
 Following the meeting Ron Neve gave a 
fascinating account of his experience of aeromodelling 
educational activities in Singapore. He was involved in 
these activities during his time working as an airline pilot 
for Singapore Airlines in that country. An adequate 
summary of Ron’s talk is beyond the ability of the writer. 
Perhaps Ron could provide such a summary? 
(Ron’s very enlightening talk covered many aspects of 
living and working in Singapore, which, as a result of his 
engagement with the State-sponsored aeromodelling 
instruction, included contact with the highest levels of 
government. (Lee Kwan Yew was an instigator and 
enthusiastic supporter of the project). Given the level of 
support, Ron had access to facilities we can only dream 
of. For example, in the large bungalow set aside for the 
purpose of instruction in which Ron discovered a large 
cupboard filled with Solarbo balsa, evidently a hangover 
from a previous attempt to get the project started. 
 Ron’s absorbing discourse lasted a full hour and 
included many fascinating diversions from the main 
theme which amplified and added a lot of colour to his 

narrative – definitely the best discussion topic for many 
years – Ed)  
 

 

A BRIEF VISIT TO EYNESBURY 

 Having had to endure the ceaseless winds of the 
past two months, a small “window” of opportunity opened 
and four flyers made it out to Eynesbury toward the end 
of the month. 
 Arriving shortly before 8:00, Don Boughton and I 
set up on the “airstrip”, the only area free of rocks 
(well..) but lots of bovine excrement though! We were 
joined shortly, and very briefly, by Richard Blackam who, 

after a brief exchange of 
pleasantries, continued on 
to the southern paddock 
as F1B’s need a bit more 
elbow room than P30’s and 
Coupes. A short while 
thereafter, Sean turned 
up and we all got down to 
business. 
Don’s intention was to trim 
his new P30, likewise Sean, 
although his P30 needs no 
trimming, but he flew it 
anyway, while I was 
anxious to put in some 

flights for the ‘60’s Coupe postal competition – time is 
running out with the cut-off date of 30 September. 
 Don was only winding to about one third turns, so his 
P30 was literally going nowhere until he was emboldened 
and “encouraged” to wind up to around 80% turns due to 
the protection offered with the loan of my blast tube 
and associated equipment. At about this stage, it was 
revealed that Don had loaned his tracking system to Reg 
Regester (for what purpose I am unsure) and was thus 
trying to trim his model without the security offered by 
the tracker and/or of its weight, which at around 2–3gm, 
is a significant mass on a P30, and the absence of which 
made any trimming exercise somewhat futile. 
 My “Ferion”, which had been flown briefly almost 
two months before, was exhibiting a marked nose-down 
tendency, not observed previously due to an inconsistent 
prop-fold. This new problem was quickly solved by moving 
the wing dowels, and hence the wing, forward 10mm. 
(One of the advantages of the French shoulder-wing 
designs of the ‘60’s). Things were now looking good, so 
after changing the motor from a 12-strand to a 10-
strand set-up, I was ready to go – unfortunately. The 
unforseen consequence of the forward movement of the 
wing meant that the L.E. of the wing was now very close 
to the tip of the folded propeller blade (single-blade 
folder). The first comp flight D/T’ed about 2 metres 
above ground at 119sec. due to a delayed launch and the 
precision of one of Harry Sokol’s timers which I had set 
on precisely two minutes, while the second, after a really 
good climb, and at great height, started circling to the 
left, exiting the thermal it was in and going straight into 
the associated downdraft! As the conditions at the time 
were flat calm, the model was almost directly overhead 
and both Sean and I (Sean was timekeeping), could see 
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that the prop blade had fouled the L.E., steering the 
model to the left. Damn, another sub-max flight! (The 
prop folded perfectly when tested on the ground, but 
the added dynamic loads in flight caused the blade to 
fold fractionally earlier, the tip catching on the wing 
L.E.) 
 While sorting this problem out (sanding less than a 
millimetre off the tip of the blade), the predicted 
reversal of drift arrived, a lot stronger than had been 
predicted, and Sean and I agreed to call it quits, as to 
continue would have meant moving down into the 
southern paddock. 
 While packing up, we became aware that Don had 
disappeared. I had last seen his P30 at no more than six 
metres up and had expected it to have landed relatively 
close by and thus Don to be also in near proximity. 
Apparently, as we were later to be informed, the model 
had picked up a low-level thermal and it, with Don in 
pursuit, had drifted toward Exford road, some 300 
metres to the north. As at the time, we were unaware of 
the situation, there was some concern as to Don’s 
whereabouts. Scanning the near distance it was difficult 
to distinguish between a stationary human being wearing 
clothing of similar colour to the many rock outcrops – a 
case of “Where’s Wally”, Eynesbury style. Don eventually 
appeared some 15 minutes later, and a further 45 
minutes was then expended looking for Don’s P30, 
eventually found under a bush on the other side of 
Exford road. 
 It was good to get out flying again even though the 
end result (certainly in my case, less so in Don’s) was far 
from satisfactory. Guess I’ll have to wait until 2019 for 
another crack at the postal (I still have 3 flights to go in 
this year’s event, but I expect that Sean will do better 
than I and the other unknown is the already-posted 
times of the northern hemisphere contestants) 
EYNESBURY POSTSCRIPT 

 Against the odds, another window of opportunity 
arose on the 29th so I made the trek out to the field in 
order to put in my final three Postal flights. Sean 
decided not to go as he was completing the covering on 
his Ailbass, but the Morgans assured me that they would 
be in attendance to time my flights, all well and good, 
but they arrived late! To while away the time, I put in a 
few check flights on hand turns, the model now reliably 
turning right in large wandering circles, the timer set to 
2:10 rather than 2:00, my downfall on the first flight on 
the previous outing. 
 When the Morgan’s arrived, Vin wanted to fly from 
the southern paddock, so a further delay ensued while 
we decamped for the rock-field. As by now I had limited 
time, (an appointment in the early afternoon) I rushed 
preparations and with Leigh timing, launched into some 
good air. After the prop folded the model decided to go 
left and exited the thermal. (Very slight misalignment of 
the tailplane - the Ferion is very sensitive to directional 
trim) and I was down in 90 or so seconds. Discussing the 
matter with Leigh, we both agreed that the model was 
turning too tightly on the climb, and still appeared a 
little nose heavy, so I reduced the sidethrust and 
replaced the very thin packing under the tailplane T.E. 

 A double trim change such as this generally leads to 
disaster, but it in this case it worked, the second flight 
was an easy max. Retrieval too a while, having to 
negotiate a very nasty barbed-wire fence, and I had run 
out of time, so the final flight will have to wait for 
another day. 
 Vin was absorbed in fine-trimming one of his F1Bs 
prior to the next Narrandera contest, while Leigh was 
flying her P30, but not much escapes Vin, as he 
commented later (via email) that the climb on my Ferion 
seem a little flat toward the end of the flight, and that 
I should try a prop with a narrower blade width and 
lesser pitch – an observation I will accept and comply 
with. 
Leigh was having a little trouble with her DTox band-
burning timer in that it would not reliably burn through 
the bands on hand. I gave Vin a few of the bands I had 
sourced from the supermarket in West Wyalong these 
appear to be some form of synthetic rubber/plastic, 
very thin, and as a consequence, my DTox timers have no 
difficulty in burning through. Hope they solved the 
problem Leigh. 
 
PLAN OF THE MONTH 
Searching through Adrian Bryant’s collection of Australian Free 
Flight designs in order to glean some inspiration for a suitable 
candidate for “Plan of the Month”, I came across Jim 
Fullarton’s 1939 “Rubber Champ” design. I had previously 
overlooked, (or perhaps more rudely, dismissed), this for one 
reason or another, perhaps because it looked to be too 
simplistic. On closer inspection, I began to realise how well 
thought-out it was, and at 40” span, not much smaller than the 
Wakefields of the era. 
 While it is ”simplistic” it was that for a very good reason, 
D/T’s had not been invented at that time (’41, Carl Goldberg) 
and models were not expected to survive more than one or two 
contests before being finally offered up to the thermal gods, 
so an easily replaceable design was very much to be preferred. 
  The design was first published in “Radio and Hobbies”, 
Volume 1 Number 10, Christmas 1939, and so would attract a 
very useful bonus of 34 seconds if flown in a Vintage 
competition, however, on close inspection, the actual date of 
the drawing is 38’, the plan having been drawn up by the 
designer, signed with his characteristic “JMF” and the year 
“38’” annotated, so another two seconds can be added. 
Reflecting back to the Nats, two seconds was the margin 
between Des Slattery and myself in the Vintage competition, 
those two seconds being derived from the differing design 
dates of the two models - every little bit helps! 
 Getting back to the design, the triangular fuselage, 
normally a headache to build, would be easy in this instance due 
to the planar top surface of the fuselage. The innovative two-
blade folding prop on the other hand would be a bit time-
consuming to reproduce, giving a lie to the idea that the models 
of the era were expendable. A folding prop in 1938 would have 
been almost unheard of, especially in lightweight competition. 
To my uncertain knowledge, the first use of folders, certainly in 
Wakefield competition, was by Jim Cahill in 1938, (Clodhopper 
II) followed the year after by Dick Korda. Both the Cahill and 
Korda models had single-blade folders. 
 While no form of D/T was fitted to Jim’s original model, 
the empennage was unitary and was detachable from the 
fuselage to gain access to the rear hook. This feature, 
combined with the flat fuselage upper surface make the fitting 
of a D/T to a modern day reproduction a cinch. 
 A really good design to consider for Vintage competition. 
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REDRAWN: MKG 
AUGUST 2018
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'39 RUBBER CHAMP
by Jim Fullarton

SPECIFICATIONS:

WING SPAN (PROJ): 401 16"

WING AREA (PROJ): 174.62 Sq. In.

TAILPLANE AREA: 62.06 Sq. In.

LENGTH: 341 16"

MOTOR: 10 - 12 STRANDS 1 x 3 

 
  

“1939 Rubber Champ” by Jim Fullarton 
 


