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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 

the First Tuesday in April (2nd) at the LEINSTER ARMS 
Cnr Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood. Melways 

Reference 2C G6.h 

 
March Topic: Ron Neve on Modelling in Singapore – pt2 
 

Contacts: 

 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar.  
Mar./April. 2019 
 
April Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
April 8 Indoors at Sandringham 
 
Apr 24/May 1 Nationals, West Wyalong 
 
May  Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
May 13 Indoors at Sandringham 
 
Please note that the VFFS day at Sandringham has 
reverted to the second Monday of the month 
 

EDITORIAL: April, Nats month at last! For the 
intrepid few prepared to make the journey, it has been a 
long and impatient wait, but it is almost upon us. I trust 
that all preparations have been made, models repaired, 
new ones built and trimmed and ready to go! 
 In that context I had occasion to visit Harry Sokol 
to pick up a few more of his excellent band-burning 
timers and was shown his latest offering, a small (1/2A) 
power model going by the name of “Bounty Hunter”, an 
early ‘60’s design by Dick Mathis in the US. The plan and 
article were published in American Modeller and of more 
recent times, (2006); a revised version of it has 
appeared in Model Aviation. (The latter plan is a 
reduced-size version, 245sq.in compared to the earlier 
416sq in one. - both plans and articles are available on 
the Volar Libramente website.) 

  Harry has also repaired several of the models he 
has so spectacularly pranged on former occasions, 
(always entertaining) and is raring to go! A true example 
of the indomitable spirit of the ardent aeromodeller. 
 Onto other matters; our trial indoor day at the 
State Basketball Centre was not a success (read 
disaster). Arriving at around midday, we proceeded to 
court 2, the right hand court within a vast enclosure 
encompassing two other courts, the central court being 
the “Show” court (number 1 court), where, presumably 
major basketball games are staged. The flanking courts, 
2 and 3 have a ceiling height of an estimated 12 metres 
(central court 3 metres higher) with a “clean” ceiling.  
 At first sight, the venue looked to be an excellent 
prospect, but we soon became all too aware of its 
debilitating drawbacks. First, the other two courts were 
(or about to become) “in play” and the menace of an 
errant basketball, together with the noise and 
distraction presented by a herd of sweaty bodies racing 
up and down the adjacent court did not sit well with the 
rather mode sedate pace required to steer an F1M 
around the hall. 
 Second, the height of the ceiling was well out of 
reach of the telescopic roach poles used in other, 
smaller, venues. A full-blown adoption of techniques used 
in Category III and IV sites, helium balloons etc. would 
be required to make use of the venue. This was 
exacerbated when it was realized that the strange 
flanking wall was not a wall at all but was in fact, 
retractable tiered seating for the central court, which 
extended out over court 2 (and 3) as and when required. 
 This 12-metre high “wall” of steel and plastic 
presented myriad opportunities for a small flying model 
to become lodged inextricably within the labyrinthine 
interior, only to be revealed (and crushed) when the 
tiered seating came into use.  
 The Third, and which makes moot of the Second to 
some extent, was the bloody air-conditioning! A very 
slight drift could be felt on the face when we entered, 
but it was not until Sean tried to fly his F1M, a slow, 
stable and very reliable model, that the true level of 
unsuitability became apparent (Also battling the 
elements was Arjuna with two very nicely built indoor 
scale models – stood less chance than Sean’s F1M). 
Sean’s model was being tossed about quite violently, and 
it did not get above four or five metres before being 
dashed to the ground by a strong “downdraft”. This, as it 
turns out was quite fortunate, as the return ducts for 
the air-conditioning were located in the roof space 
concealed between the outer shell of the building and 
the slatted ceiling, the space between “slats” being 
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about 200mm – enough to allow a model to be sucked into 
the inlets. 
 After a brief consultation, it was decided to 
abandon the “trial”, a great indoor venue with true 
potential  - if only we could get rid of the basketballers 
and have the A/C switched off! 
 The plan this month is a scale drawing of a North 
American Texan. I found this while trawling the net and 
at first glance it looked pretty good, however the 
draftsmanship was a bit amateurish in that the 
draftsperson did not have much knowledge of the 
functionality of AutoCAD or other vector-graphic 
packages. I’ve cleaned it up a bit, but redrawing it would 
take forever and I’m not that keen on scalies anyway. 
One thing though, the drawing, despite the above put-
down, is accurate  
 Finally a warning: Two of our most avid outdoor 
exponents had occasion to visit Eynesbury during one of 
the infrequent lulls in the usual tempest, and while there 
found a broken rubber motor. They thought it was time 
for a reminder to members that we do not leave rubbish 
on the field. If a ruminant happens to eat rubber it can 
mean a slow and painful death for them. 
 We have a good relationship with the stock manager 
of the property and it would be a great pity (disaster) if 
this friendly but tenuous relationship were to be 
terminated by one careless action. Remember, what you 
bring goes home with you (lost models excepted) – Ed. 
 
GENERAL MEETING 5th MARCH 2019 
 
As we were back again (briefly) at the Leinster Arms 
there was a good turnout and quite a lot of friendly 
conversation unimpeded by musack and other dinners.  
 
Meeting Commenced At: approx 8-10 pm 
 

PRESENT: P. Butler, M. Glaister,  D. Boughton, S. 
O’Connor, T. Denyer, D. Sutherland, A. 
Koralagama, 

 
VISITORS: Ron Neve, Peter Greenhill. 

 
APOLOGIES: D. Cassidy, C. Parker, V. Morgan 

 
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Were published in 

Fly Paper. 
 

Matters arising that are not covered below:  Nil 
 

SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Correspondence in: C/L News. 
 
Bank: $2374.37, Cash: $15.35, Total: $2389.72. 
Estimated Stock: $117.80.  
17 members, (13 full, 2 part & 2 non-flying), 2 
Flypaper subscribers 
 
Acceptance moved: S.O’Connor, seconded: Paul 
Butler. Carried. 
 

REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING: not 
held 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS:  
Meeting Topics  

March : Printing on tissue  
April : Ron Neve on Modelling in Singapore – 
pt2  
May : Balsa selection revisited 
June : Prop Construction methods 

 
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: 8.00 pm Thursday 

21nd March 2019 at 59 Roseneath 
Street, Clifton Hill. 

 
Meeting Closed At: 8-40 pm 
  

Arjuna, Paul and Mike contributed to the discussion on 
‘Printing on tissue’ with examples.  
The importance of ‘ground’ or undercoat, and type of ink 
seemed to be the points that newcomers should bear in 
mind. 
Paul had parts (wings) of a really impressive scale model 
of a Sopwith Pup. He had used Tengucho tissue as a 
covering material and had “sized” the material to seal it 
prior to printing on the surface (I think) He passed 
around a tin of some commercial preparation he had used 
for this process and I forgot to take note of the brand 
name – sorry. 

Arjuna had also used tissue printing to decorate 
several small indoor scale models using a different 
technique  

I, for my part, had forgotten to bring in the only 
model (indoor) which I had that used the printed tissue 
technique! This model (Albatros C1 [Berg]) had  been 
covered in an Austrian lozenge-pattern and while the 
vector-graphic layout and colouration was a bit time-
consuming, the end result was very pleasing - Ed 

 

PLANS OF THE MONTH 
The first plan is of a North American AT – 6 “TEXAN” 
training aircraft , about 20” span, by David Livesay. The 
work that had gone into producing this drawing was 
considerable and is a credit to the original draftsperson. 
My contribution was to “clean up” and compact the 
original for presentation in this newsletter. 
 The second plan results from my musings on Dick 
Mathis’ Bounty Hunter design after seeing Harry Sokol’s 
reproduction of the 2007 version. When I looked it up 
on the Volar Libre website, I couldn’t help but notice its 
suitability as an E36 with a 38.9” span. A scale factor of 
0.93 was all that was required to reduce the original to 
the legal E36 dimensions! Not much change at all! It was 
also interesting to note that the 2007 version of the 
plan was inked by Don DeLoach, he of Pearl 202 fame. 
  The drawing presented here was a last minute 
inclusion and is a little rough as a result, but it also 
shows that there must be a lot of 1/2A designs out 
there suitable for inclusion (with suitable scaling and 
conversion) in this emerging class of simple and quite 
high-performing electric models. 
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North American AT-6 Texan by David Livesay 
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 SPECIFICATIONS:

WING SPAN (Proj): 913.7mm (35.97 in.)

WING AREA (Proj): 12.47Sq. Dm. (193.30 Sq. In.)

TAILPLANE AREA: 5.20Sq. Dm. (80.6 Sq. In.)

OVERALL LENGTH: 655mm
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36in Span Version of Dick MATHIS’ “BOUNTY HUNTER” 
 

 


