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Competition Calendar. June/July 2019

June Outdoors at Eynesbury (Start of the
Southern Hemisphere "window” for the
'60's Coupe competition)

June 10 Indoors at Sandringham
July Outdoors at Eynesbury
July 8 Indoors at Sandringham

EDITORIAL: With the end of the financial year almost upon
us, it is time to announce the Annual Fee Structure, so over to
our Treasurer:

As you may be aware, the MAAA and VMAA have increased
their annual fees to $90 and $54 respectively, a total of $144.
The VFFS committee has decided to partially compensate
members for this usurious impost by reducing the club fee to
$16 for all membership categories other than Juniors (Juniors
still $0) Thus the fees for the new financial year will be:
$160 for those ordinary members affiliating with the MAAA via
the VFFS and $16 for others - members paying MAAA/VMAA
fees via another organization and all non-flying members
Sean O'C - VFFS Treasurer

It is also time to call for nominations to the Committee: All
positions will be declared vacant as of the I’ of July and
members are invited to throw their hat in the ring. It should
also be noted that the Secretary/Treasure must receive any
nominations one month prior to the election.

June, and despite a more frigid outlook, the winds tend to
abate somewhat so it is hoped that several long-dormant
contests like the Garnham and the Shaw Cup can be contested.
June is also the start of the active Southern Hemisphere
period for the '60's Coupe contest (of great appeal for some of

us). So, with luck and some good weather, we may look forward
to an active winter of flying.

With regard to the '60's Coupe Postal, the event, after an
agonisingly slow start, it is becoming popular north of the
Equator, and although the exact number of participants is not
known at this stage, indications are that somewhere between 10
and 20 will post scores this year. If you want to participate, it's
not too late to start building - plans can be supplied!

The monthly VFFS day at Sandy is not proving to be
popular with the membership, only three people attended the
May fly-in, the regulars. Please remember that this day is
provided for the indoor flyers amongst us, the Hall fees
subsidised by the club. Avail yourselves of the opportunity to
rub shoulders with fellow club members other than (and in
addition to) the monthly knees-up at the current hostelry.

Speaking of the Pub, the change of venue from (temporary
return to) the Leinster Arms to the Terminus seems, after our
initial meeting there, to have been a success. The hotel itself is
much larger than its initial appearance would suggest, with
three, possibly four dining areas downstairs and an expansive
upstairs function room to which the VFFS had exclusive access
for the night. The menu was extensive and the food was as good
as that available at the previous location.

While the turnout was less than on previous occasions, we,
as a group, easily exceeded the $200 stipulated for use of the
room. Parking near the hotel is good, with the Rushall railway
station car park a short walking distance away - be therel

GENERAL MEETING 7th May 2019

First meeting held at the Terminus Hotel.

Meeting Commenced At: approx 8-00 pm

PRESENT: P. Butler, A. Koralagama, D. Cassidy, D.
Boughton, S. O'Connor, T. Denyer, M.
Glaister

VISITORS: P. Greenhill

APOLOGIES: D.Sutherland, C.Parker, Ron Neve,
V.Morgan.

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Were published in
Fly Paper.

SECRETARY/TREASURER'S REPORT:
Correspondence in. C/L News.

Bank: $2272.73,
Cash: $30.35,
Total: $2303.58.

Est, Stock:  $117.80.
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18 members, (14 full, 2 part & 2 non-flying),
2 Flypaper subscribers

Acceptance moved: Paul Butler,
Seconded S. O'Connor
Carried.

REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING:
Not held

GENERAL BUSINESS:
Meeting Topics
May : Balsa selection revisited
June : Prop Construction methods
July : AGM
Aug : E36
Sept : P-30 tips
& tricks

8. Darien reported on
progress toward field
registration. A related, issue
revealed by his investigation, is
the possibility that new CASA
regulations may not apply to
models under 250 gm. (A
recently published limit was
100 gm )

9. There was some
discussion of administrative
issues but no outcomes worth
reporting, v
or at least, none recorded by your secretary.

The meeting closed at approx 8-25 pm

Mike Glaister reported on his experience at the Nat. Champs
recently held at West Wyalong.
Mike won the vintage rubber event.

Peter Greenhill gave an account of the online sale of David
Owen's extensive engine collection.

No one had prepared for the balsa selection topic, but the
reports from Mike and Peter were so entertaining / engrossing
that lack of a ‘topic’ was hardly noticed.

MAAA Nationals - April 24™ to May 1.

Departing in the early morning of the 23™, stopping for
breakfast in Wangaratta and on to Wagga by early afternoon,
we found that the journey north was much easier this year,
being made in two stages - Melbourne to Wagga, overnight in
Wagga and then on to West Wyalong.

Vin and Leigh had decided to leave a day earlier and follow
a diversion through Finley, lured there by tales of a legendary
Chinese restaurant in the vicinity. Malheuresement, apparently
the "B" Team was on duty in the kitchen and their meal was a
disappointment!

Our overnight stop in Wagga gave us time to see a bit of
the town and the surrounding countryside. On previous
occasions we had simply used the bypass road, non-stop to West
Wyalong.

The weather conditions in Wagga were almost stiflingly
hot, unusual for late April, and the local residents were
parading around in the national costume, singlets, shorts and
thongs. Unprepared for these conditions, we must have looked

out of place in jeans and shoes, but there were enough
businessmen in suits and ties, together with assorted military
personnel to disguise the fact that we were city-slickers.

The central business district of the fown was surprisingly
vibrant and full of people and traffic, all seemingly unaffected
by the prolonged drought, however, walking along the levée
bank, erected after the historic floods of 1978 when the
floodwaters were recorded at 11.5 metres (the plaque behind
the information centre, marking the flood level was mounted on
a tree, which may have grown a little since 1978, and was now
about two metres above the top of the levée) we were shocked
to see the state of flow (or lack of it) in the Murrumbidgee,
which was at the time, a chain of narrow and unconnected
billabongs scarcely half a metre deep. Despite this, there did
not seem to be any shortage of water, all the sports ovals being
green and well groomed as were the public spaces and gardens

The next day, the 24™,
proceeding further north and west, a
leisurely drive of a few hours with
stops in Temora and Barmedman, and
further, shorter stops en route at
the glass atelier in Wyalong and the
sports hall for registration, we
finally arrived in West Wyalong
proper for lunch at Lim and May's
Chinese restaurant prior to checking
in at the "Mentor's Chambers” B & B
located close to the centre of town.

The rooms were very
comfortable, a cut above the normal
motel accommodation. The facility
also has a common kitchen, with
separate lounge and dining rooms, but
the 25-step stairs can be a bit
overwhelming, especially if you have
to negotiate the climb and descent multiple times!

Dinner was a convivial affair at the Tattersall's Pub with
the Pettigrews, Morgans, (and a few others). While there we
where introduced to Viacheslav Aleksandrov, (Slava) the 2015
F1C World Champion.

Thursday 25-4-19

The 25™, Anzac Day, was the first day of competition, with
F1J, P30, Vintage Rubber and Vintage Glider on the agenda.

First away were the F1J flyers, four entrants in all. This
competition being a mixture of true F1J models with the old £ A
category lumped in.

The F1Js being flown by Roy and "Slava” (full name
Viacheslav Alexandrov - F1C World Champion 2015) were really
terrific to watch - a climb like an F1C with an extra second of
power! I couldn’t at first work out why Slava's model had both
Ukranian and Australian FAT registrations displayed on the
wings; the puzzle compounded by the blue and gold overall
decoration on the model - Ukranian national colours! This
conundrum, which greatly troubled YE, was resolved when Mike
Pettigrew told me that Slava was flying his son Peter's F1J, and
loaned to Slava for the occasion - Both flyers had ho trouble
racking up five maxes each, setting up a flyoff on the morrow.

Peter Nash, after a disastrous first round flight, finished
the day with a string of maxes. The solitary $A flyer, Harry
Sokol, was completely outclassed by the bigger, more powerful
F1Js (0.049 vs. 0.061 cu.in. motors) despite the 10-second
motor run. While Harry managed to post a very respectable
score, he dropped two flights, a 47-second deficit.

Perhaps there is a case for running a $A sub-class within
an F1J contest,(with trophies) - might entice a few more
potential A flyers to dust-off an old model at present
languishing in some dark cupboard.

In parallel with the F1J event, the P30 flyers got down to
business and as usual, the Morgan team were quick to assert
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their dominance with both Vin and Leigh posting three quick
maxes each - I marvel at their (the Morgans) professionalism
and state of preparedness. For my part, I dug out my (best?)
P30 and proceeded to break two motors before finally getting
away with a hastily restranded Coupe motor on about 80%
turns. The climb was good, but the glide circle was far too
tight, the resultant time a reflection of an out-of-trim model.

When I retrieved it, I pondered on the fact that this was
the first time I had flown this model after it's overnight
"sleep-out” at Eynesbury 18 month's prior. Perhaps a
check/trimming flight before the contest would have been in
order, as my hasty attempts to re-trim it on the fly by tweaking
the rudder resulted in a series of power stalls with a glide not
much better than the first flight - oh welll Danny Maslowicz,
whom I did not observe, being lost in my misery, also started
badly but he improved with each subsequent flight, finishing
with a max and gaining a well-deserved third place.

With only the Morgans in the flyoff, it was decided (by
mutual consent) to hold the flyoff immediately. After a short
interval spent in replacing motors, Vin got away first, to be
followed some short time later by Leigh. Initially it seemed that
Vin had out-climbed Leigh, but four-strand motors can take a
lot of turns and Leigh's model continued to gain height, grinding
on inexorably until it was difficult to determine which model
was highest. As the models drifted, more or less in unison to
the east, it then became a problem differentiating between the
two almost identical models against the distant landscape, so
that when the timekeepers checked their watches there
appeared to be some degree of confusion, resolved when a draw
was declared.

However, there was a third (unnamed) party, also timing,
(unofficially), who has a differing view to that of the official
timekeepers! Said person will remain silent (unless plied with
sufficient pints of Guinness!)

Leigh Morgan's P30 - "The Garnham Nemesis” - Mal
Campbell photo

A final comment on the P30 event: It was a bit
disheartening to see that there were only four entrants this
year, Leigh and Vin, Danny Maslowicz and myself. On previous
occasions, P30 comps have attracted a field three times the
size (Springhurst Nats and Garnham contest, (Vic.)).

The P30 class, which originated in the US, was designed to
appeal to a wider group of aeromodellers and especially to
younger would-be competitors and not just to an ageing band of
demented rubber fliers. Such a non-technology-driven class was
to be an infroduction to competition flying, with kits, plans and
parts readily available, the construction of which was not
demanding of any specialised skills or knowledge.

That the original intention (pious hope) has fallen short of
this ideal is due primarily fo its rapid adoption by the
experienced and/or expert flyers who have turned it into
another fiercely competitive class with fewer and fewer

adherents, as, contrary to the formulative ideals, it is quite
difficult to build an airframe down to 30 grams. (10 grams of
rubber + 10 grams prop and timer + 30 grams airframe = 50
grams total). They fly very well at 60-or-so grams (all my three
weigh in this region), but are found wanting when flown against
a true 50 gram model

That said, it is still worth having a go, far easier, less
complicated (and less expensive) than F1G, and most certainly
F1B. Build one, surprise yourself and have fun!

With F1J and P30 events either decided or completed for
the day, it was down to the Vintage Rubber and Glider. With
only three entrants, (from Queensland), all were assured of a
medal; it just depended on the colour! Both Mal and Kathy were
flying Nebulas, a design by Roy Yeabsley dating from the early
'50's. Albert had chosen a 1940-42 Korda

Mal started well and continued in the same vein, posting a
perfect score. Kathy, after a disappointing first flight, followed
Mal's example and finished with two strong maxes.

Albert Fathers, flying a little later after his Vintage
Rubber duties, couldn't get much assistance from the air and
dropped all three flights with his 1942 Korda Glider, an
interesting choice but outclassed by Mal and Kathy's Nebulas,, a
performance gap that even the Vintage bonus of 28 seconds per
flight could not bridge.

Mal Campbell and Nebula - (Note the graded and seeded
surface in the background - SE quadrant of the field) - Mal
Campbell photo (taken by Kathy)

Albert Fathers' Korda Glider - Mal Campbell photo

Thoroughly disheartened by my showing in the P30 event, T
had a rather sanguine view of my chances in the Vintage Rubber
event given the strong field of five capable flyers (four, if you
discount my presence)

T hauled out my XL56b, second place at the Nats last year
and unflown since, the only difference being that the original
(and correct) prop, damaged due to stupidity last year had been
repaired and refitted. I wound on about 80% turns and launched
in a somewhat desultory manner - T wasn't expecting much so it
was a bit of a surprise that, against the odds, the model
climbed strongly to an impressive easy-max height - that's
better! Less impressive was the glide, but after my disastrous
P30 experiments, T wasn't about to change anything! The glide,
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while on the point of incipient stall, was not divergent, more a
height-killing phugoid oscillation.

While I was having fun with my model, not far behind were
the Queensland pair of Albert Fathers and Craig Hemsworth,
with Brian Hammond (1939 Korda) and Danny Maslowicz also in
pursuit. As I didn't observe any of Albert's, Craig's or Brian's
flights I cannot comment on them although between flights T
was anxiously checking scores as they came in, and Albert's
Boxall was an ever-present threat.

4

Craig Hemsworth - 1952 “Yardstick” by Trevor Faulkiner -
Mal Campbell photo

With regard to the Albert's model, I was especially keen to
see the Boxall fly as, at Devon Sutcliffe's behest, I had put
considerable time into sorting out and drawing all of Fred
Boxall's designs from sketches and photos. Such desire was not
to be fulfilled, as we seemed to be at opposite ends of the field
for much of the day: perhaps next year. I am unsure of the
models flown by the other three, perhaps Danny's was a
Gollywock, but that's a guess.

Albert dropped the second flight by 34 seconds, giving me
a bit of breathing space, while Craig and Brian were improving
with every flight. Danny was unlucky, breaking a prop blade due
to a poor launch in a second flight attempt. The hastily repaired
prop was badly out of balance, the model shaking badly and as a
consequence, putting paid to any chance he may have had.

My final flight was a nail-biter, I launched hurriedly,
straight into a downdraft, and despite a good climb, it was
touch and go, but the XL56b managed to scrape in with a final
max. It was as well that I hadn't found a thermal, as shortly
after launch I realised that I had not started the timer! Lucky
on both counts.

Wy

Brian Hammond's 1939 Korda - Mal Campbell photo

Friday 26-04-19

The day commenced with the F1J flyoff, and with two F1C
ex-world champions vying against each other it promised to be
an interesting spectacle; and so it proved.

With a dearth of spectators at the early hour of 7:30,
Gary Pope, the flyoff CD, was desperately searching for four
timekeepers, and given that the drift direction was directly
toward the early morning sun, most attendees were reluctant to
volunteer. Eventually four unwilling sods were drafted, amongst
them YE, and after a short familiarisation, Roy and Slava got
down to business. Within seconds, both motors were screaming
and two F1Js quickly ascending heavenward. Shortly thereafter,
the expected problems of keeping sight of gliding models
against the glaring disc of the sun became evident, Roy's
(almost) all red model being a little easier to see than Slava's
blue and gold one as they both crossed through the glare almost
simultaneously.

Slava launches in the F1J flyoff - Mal Campbell photo
Fortunately, with both models drifting quickly downwind,
on the second pass the line of sight was below the sun's disc,
and from then on, timing was relatively easy. The end result was
that Roy's model managed to stay in the air a little longer than
Slava's, giving Roy his first win of the Nats, (a few more were
to ome).

1 s ) P = £
Viacheslav Aleksandrov (Slava) prepares for the flyoff
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Immediately thereafter, Roy got down to business in
Vintage Power with his now-venerable “Swiss Miss" in company
with Martin Williams (Stomper) and Peter Scott (Swiss Miss).

Both Roy and Peter managed first flight maxes while
Martin could only manage 106 seconds. The second flights of
Roy and Martin were maxes while Peter Scott dropped by one
second!. The third flight saw Roy inexorably march on to victory
with a third max and an unassailable perfect score, while Martin
also managed a second max. Peter had a disastrous third flight
however, as shortly after launch the motor cut, the nose
dropped, and the model returned to earth vertically! The impact
removed the pylon and did other minor structural damage but
the worst aspect of this prang was that the point of contact
with the ground happened to be a lump of unyielding quartz,
resulting in a broken crankshaft. Replacement parts for vintage
engines are as scarce as hen's teethl!

Simultaneous with the Vintage Power event, Open Power
was being contested, and with seven entrants, probably the
most interesting event of the morning. Roy decided to fly his
Swiss Miss in this event as well and in company with Slava
(flying Peter Pettigrew's F1J) and Peter Nash, maxed the first
flight. Harry Sokol dropped seven seconds in an otherwise
flawless flight. (T timed all of Harry's flights and that bloody
faded orange tissue he uses on all his models, transparent
against the glare, made it a worrying chore).

Quite uncharacteristically and for unknown reason(s) Roy,
in company with Peter Nash, dropped their second flights badly,
leaving Slava and Harry as the only flyers to max. Roy and Peter
managed to overcome their difficulties with their third flights,
Roy maxing, as did Harry but that left the gate open for Slava,
who was expected to max-out. Watching Slava’s final flight,
things did not look very good; the model was descending rapidly
in what otherwise appeared to be good air. His final flight of 93
seconds elevating Harry to first place, a "quite unexpected
result" (Harry's words)

Harry Sokol's Dixielander - Note the relaxed attitude. A
very cool guy! - Mal Campbell photo

Saturday 27-04-19

The morning drift, nil at 6:30, rapidly increased and by
8:00, the blustery conditions and direction of the wind made
flying difficult if not entirely impossible. A hurried conference
between the F1B flyers ensued, and after no more than a
minute it was agreed to postpone the F1B event and to
reschedule it to Monday (29™). A worrying result of this
decision was that all three FAT events were then to be flown on
the same day. With five F1A, seven F1B and an astonishing ten
F1C flyers, all flying five rounds, and with Open Rubber also
added to the mix, timekeepers would be a much sought after
commodity!

With nothing much more of note, save that of F4A Scale,
most attendees departed for more convivial venues mostly

centred on the pubs in West Wyalong, awaiting and anticipating
the early morning entertainment on the morrow! (Scramble)

Those hardy souls that remained drifted toward a small
group of dedicated maniacs trying to fly scale models in
conditions judged unsuitable for F1B only minutes before. How
the scores were arrived at is a bit of a mystery, as no Static,
Flying or Complexity scores are listed on Gary Pope's
spreadsheet, but the placing's were:

Mal Campbell Piper Cub 234
Maris Distlers Luton Minor 220
Phil Warren Peyret Taupin 185
Roy Summersby  Sopwith Swallow 95

Sunday 27-04-19

The day started with the much-anticipated Scramble,
and true to form, proved to be very entertaining (especially for
the wimpy spectators!). The site chosen for the carnage was
the south-western corner of the field, behind the farmhouse
and adjacent to the camping area, which was located within a
copse of trees. These were to come into play a little later.....

CD for the coming debacle was Terry Bond who was ina
very jovial mood, /e, right on form! Touring down the line of
hopefuls prior to the start, I took note of some interesting
models. (It is always better to do this prior to, rather than
after, as the number and quality of the models tends to
progressively diminish during the event)

Facing into "wind" from the far left was Gary Odgers
flying a Keilkraft Halo, a late '60's early 60’'s PAA kit. On the
extreme right of the line was Danny Maslowicz flying an own-
design. He also had an Ebenezer "Blohm und Voss" WWTII
German reconnaissance aircraft, which was flying really well,
but he chose to fly a much bigger own-design. Several Keilkraft
Gauchos were evident, as were three Flying Carpets. The bloody
things are breeding! Tahn Stowe's decorated with the American
Stars and Stripes, another with the WWII Japanese Rising Sun
and the third in some Koori motif which from a distance looked
like lumps of dog shit! There was a severe delta-winged
monstrosity and a few others too embarrassing to mention.

The start - Mal Campbell photo

When the hooter sounded, the mayhem commenced.
After another close encounter with Tahn's Magic Carpet and
another missile plunging to earth in my near vicinity, I decided
to move to a more advantageous (and safer) position just in
front of the “car park". This gave a panoramic view of the
tomfoolery in progress. I was joined there by Craig Hemsworth,
fetcher for the recently retired team Odgers (one flight) who
had hot-footed it to this (temporary) place of sanctuary
carrying Gary's card table above his head as a form of
protection from the rain of balsa. We were welcomed there by
Vin and a gathering band of like-minded, safety-conscious
individuals. Shortly after arrival at the refuge, I noticed a little
biplane that had decided to enter a volume of the space-time
continuum then occupied by the equipment trailer. The resulting
altercation demonstrated that steel is harder than balsa!

A short time later Tahn, over-filling the tank had his
Magic Carpet drift into the nearest available tree! With 20
minutes fo go, a frantic search for a telescopic pole was
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