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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 

the First Tuesday in April (2nd) at the LEINSTER ARMS 
Cnr Gold and Hotham Streets, Collingwood. Melways 

Reference 2C G6.h 

 
May Topic: Balsa Selection (Revisited – Properly) 
 

Contacts: 

 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 

Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. May/June 2019 
 
May  Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
May 13 Indoors at Sandringham 
 
June Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
June 10 Indoors at Sandringham 
 

EDITORIAL: As I write this I am trying to come to 

terms with some of the stupid things that I have done in 
my haste/panic preparing for the Nationals, which, as 
you read this, are done and dusted and I am presumably 
returning with my tail between my legs! (The basis for 
this is the presumption that I will, as usual, stuff up in a 
major way as I have done so many times before - you 
have to be philosophical about this) 
 All this pessimism stems from a recent visit to 
Eynesbury on the 11th of April. Vin and I managed to get 
out for a bit of trimming, he with his ex-Richard 
Blackam F1G (Stepanchuk) and I with my Matherat 60’s 
Coupe (F1G) and my Open Rubber model. That the 
weather was not as advertised is a gross 
understatement! That said, Vin had a bit of fun and I 
didn’t. A short report on the day appears further down 
in the newsletter 
 It is now the 4th of May and we are back from the 
Nationals, having had a thoroughly enjoyable sojourn in 
West Wyalong, renewing old acquaintances, timekeeping 
for several events and observing the antics of others, 
especially the Scramble(s) which were hilarious!. 

 As predicted above, lack of adequate preparation 
scuppered any chance I might have had in several events, 
but I did manage to jag a win in Vintage Rubber, which 
was more than adequate compensation. (Radoslav Cizek’s 
XL-56b is a great design, much admired then (‘56) and 
now – even my poor rendition of the original) 
 With regard to more information and details of 
proceedings up at West Wyalong, Gary Pope is collating 
all the results and as any report on the Nationals would 
be incomplete without them, any further discourse on 
the subject will have to wait until next month. (I promise 
– Ed) 
 Plan of the month is that of an Open Rubber design 
from the late ‘50’s by N.P. Elliott, phonetic alphabetically 
named “Goblin Able”. A relatively simple design of 52” 
span – why not build one? Big models fly better! 

Apologies for the brevity of this edition - Ed 

 

GENERAL MEETING 2nd APRIL 2019 
 
Held at the Leinster Arms in the dining area.(The last 
meeting planned here, but we may possibly return in the 
future) 

 
Meeting Commenced At: approx 8-07 pm 

 
PRESENT: P. Butler,  D. Boughton, S. O’Connor, T. 

Denyer, D. Sutherland, V. Morgan. 
 

VISITORS: Ron Neve,  
 

APOLOGIES: D. Cassidy, C. Parker,  A. Koralagama, 
M. Glaister 

 
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Were published in 

Fly Paper. 
 

SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 

Correspondence in: C/L News. 
 

Bank: $2404.37, 
Cash: $65.35,  
Total: $2469.72. 
Estimated Stock: $117.80.  

 
18 members, (14 full, 2 part & 2 non-flying), 2 

Flypaper subscribers 
 
Acceptance moved:  S. O’Connor, 
Seconded:   Paul Butler. 

     Newsletter of the Victorian Free Flight Society Inc. A0007493L 
         http://members.optushome.com.au/vffs/ 

Flypaper MAY 2019 
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Carried. 
 
REPORT ON LAST COMMITTEE MEETING:  
Mike, Sean and Vin discussed the organisation of 
state championship events at Eynesbury. It was 
decided to start with the Garnham Trophy event and 
proceed from there.  
 

GENERAL BUSINESS:  
Meeting Topics  
 
April Ron Neve Modelling in Singapore – pt2  
May  Balsa selection revisited 
June Propeller Construction methods 

 
Report on indoor site tryout on March 24: We 
discovered that the Knox Basket Ball Centre is not at all 
suited to indoor flying due to drafts and the proximity 
of basketball activity on other courts.  
Arjuna and Sean made a few tentative attempts, but 
retreated after an hour. 
 
There was no discussion of any other business. 

 
Meeting closed at 8:40 
 

Ron Neve gave the second instalment of his experiences 
aero-modelling in Singapore. (A précis of Ron’s discourse 
will be appended to a future edition of Flypaper - Ed) 
 

Eynesbury Excursion – late April 
With time running short, I was desperate to get out 

to Eynesbury to trim, at least partially, my O/R and 
Matherat Coupe prior to the imminent departure for 
West Wyalong. With a reasonable weather forecast, Vin 
and I went out to have a bit of fun and possibly some 
insight as to what was needed or indeed missing from 
the kit to take to the Nationals. 

Any excursion to Eynesbury is, or should be, a two-
person affair, as a lone elderly aeromodeller could easily 
injure themselves stumbling about amongst the rocks or 
have a “medical event” which incapacitates them 
requiring emergency assistance (Ambulance) or worse, 
Hearse. 

As it turned out, as for so many other times this 
year, the weather predictions were at variance with 
reality and shortly after arrival (dead calm) the drift, 
initially from the NW, became stronger and reversed 
direction. By the time we had finally decided where to 
fly from, the drift had become a steady and gusty 
breeze. Any attempts at trimming, at least on my part, 
were futile; the lightly constructed fibreglass boom on 
the Coupe was waving about like crazy – the boom being 
far too light for even moderate conditions (some time 
later Vin generously donated an old A1 boom – fibreglass 
also but much stiffer). With the Coupe having been 
retired I pulled out the O/R model – same flying 
surfaces as last year but with a new fuselage fitted with 
an old F1B propeller assembly; much better than the old 
setup. This was also brought to nothing when a strong 
gust came through and neatly removed the wings and the 
“temporarily attached” pylon with it. 

With my efforts quashed, there was nothing more 
to do than to watch Vin play about with his ex-Richard 
Blackam Stepanchuk-derived F1G. Vin was attempting to 
trim the model without the aid of the variable surfaces, 
this proved to be highly entertaining to the solitary 
spectator (me). After a few test flights on low turns, 
Vin wound it right up (500+ turns) and launched the 
model. Without the wing wiggler, the model rolled to the 
right and swooped down, recovering a bare few metres 
above the deck before climbing away to an easy max 
height. After another attempt at this heart-stopping bit 
of brinkmanship, Vin eventually relented and hooked up 
the wing wiggler – immediate transformation! Hi-tech 
Coupes are really dependent on variable surfaces; after 
all, these are an inherent part of their design! 

We left Eynesbury at around 11:00, frustrated by 
the conditions. 

 

PLAN OF THE MONTH 
 “Goblin Able” appeared in the 1959-61 edition of 
Frank Zaic’s Model Aeronautic Year Book and probably 
earlier as either a three-view or plan in one of the 
English model magazines of the period. I had previously 
overlooked it for one reason or another and it was only 
when I came across it again while trawling through 
“Volar Libramente” that I began to view it as a possible 
candidate for inclusion in Flypaper. 
 The original Zaic drawing was pretty rough, but 
there was enough dimensional detail to allow a 
reasonably accurate representation of the design to be 
reproduced. 
 Apparently quite a bit of experimentation was done 
by the designer; two wings, one flat bottomed the other 
with the NACA 6409 section and a range of propellers 
of 20” diameter and pitches ranging from 22” to 32”. 
The conclusions reached being that the model performed 
better with the flat bottomed section in gusty weather 
and also with the higher pitch propeller. 
 

 
Albert Fathers’ ’56 Boxall Open Rubber - 2018 Nats 

 



Page  of 3 3

 
 
 

0 5 10 15 20 25 cm.

22.2

50.8

12.7

44.5

127.0 107.9 19.1

6.4

18 S.W.G. WIRE

FRONT AND REAR HUB PLATES  - 
0.35mm BRASS

WRAP  AROUND BEARING TUBE AND 
SOLDER TO BACK OF HUB PLATE
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1.5 x 3 HARD

S2 - 0.8mm QUARTER GRAIN - HARD -12 OFF

S1 - 0.8mm QUARTER GRAIN - HARD -1 OFF

W1 - 0.8mm QUARTER GRAIN - HARD - 27 OFF

W1a - 0.8mm QUARTER GRAIN - HARD - 27 OFF

F1 - 1.5mm QUARTER GRAIN - HARD - 1 OFF

3 x 3 MED.

1.5 x 4.5  MED.

3 LAMINATIONS 
0.8 x 2.5 MED.

0.8mm MED. RIBS - 
SAND TO SECTION

F1 

1.5 x 1.5 HARD.

"GOBLIN ABLE"  
OPEN RUBBER by N. P. ELLIOTT (Circa 1958)

SPECIFICATIONS:

WING SPAN: 1067mm / 42in (1022mm /401
4 in proj.)

WING AREA: 12Dm. sq. / 186 sq.in. (11.51Dm. sq. / 178 3
8  sq. in. proj.)

TAILPLANE SPAN: 536mm / 21in
TAILPLANE AREA: 5.36Dm. sq. / 83 sq.in.

OVERALL LENGTH: 1156mm / 451
2 in.

WEIGHT: 71 to 78gm. / 21
2 to 23

4 oz.
PROPELLER: 508mm / 20in. x 560mm /22in. (Various pitches up to 813mm /32in. were used)

MOTOR: 78gm. / 23
4 oz. (12 Strands  6mm / 1

4 " PIRELLI  - 1041mm / 41 in.  Long

W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a W1/W1a

FIBREGLASS 
REINFORCEMENT

1.5 HARD SHEET

2.5 x 2.5 HARD LONGERONS 1.5 x 2.5 MED. SPACERS

1.5 x 12.7 HARD SHEET

1.5 x 12.1 HARD SHEET1mm PLY

 

 
Goblin Able an Open Rubber design by N. P. ELLIOTT 

 


