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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 

the SECOND Tuesday in November (12th) at the TERMINUS 
HOTEL, 492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy  

 
November Topic: Sharpening Blades (and where to obtain 
them) 

 

Contacts: 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 
Editor: 
 Mike Glaister  (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. November/December 
 
November Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
November 11 Indoors at Sandringham 
 
December Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
December 10 GEOYSD at Sandringham 

 
EDITORIAL:  
 To begin; There will be a Nationals next year! The dates 
are from the 29th of April to the 6th of May inclusive, and again 
the location is to be West Wyalong. Details are sketchy and are 
yet to be finalized, (or at least published). At this stage, and it 
may be only a Free Flight Nats, but hopefully it includes the 
Control Line guys – the R/C mob can get stuffed! 
 The Grand End Of Year Scale Day (GEOYSD) will be held 
at the Brockhoff Indoor Sports Centre, Thomas Street, 
Sandringham (actually Hampton) on the 10th of December. (See 
notice and rules below)  
 Flying will commence with an indoor scramble event of 30 
minutes duration with a maximum flight time of 30 seconds per 
flight. Last year, this event proved to be very popular and was 
dominated by Hangar Rats, with the sole exception being Sean, 
who was flying, from memory, a small scale model bequeathed to 
him by the late Neil McLeod 
 Again, as in previous years, lunch will be provided (and 
free), fully catered by our Vice President’s wife and daughter, 

Joy and Bridget. Something to look forward to! Many 
thanks in anticipation Joy and Bridget.  
 You can assist with the catering by registering your 
intention to attend so that numbers can be finalised well ahead 
of time, we had a few unclaimed meals last year! 
 Results of the 2019 ‘60’s Coupe Postal Competition has 
come through from Mark Braunlich and surprise! Sean didn’t win 
it! (He came bloody close though). 
 This year there were 13 contestants, pleasingly the 
numbers continue to grow and with the addition of Vin Morgan 

(next year Leigh will join the fray), the Australian presence is well 
established. I don’t know why both Dave Puterill or Tim Hayward-
Brown in S.A. have given up the chase, as it is a very laid-back 
contest and fun to fly. 
 Looking at the results, Sean placed 3rd, Vin 4th  
and YE 7th, not a bad effort from our little corner of the world. 
 Also of note is the diversity of models flown, with only the 
Deuzio and the Dwarf Dip designs appearing twice in the table. 
This is exactly what Mark Braunlich intended when he initiated 
the contest in 2014. 
 To finish on this subject, guess what the plans of the month 
are? 

 

 
 

GRAND END OF YEAR SCALE DAY 

MONDAY the 10th of DECEMBER 2019 

Venue: Sandringham Athletic Centre, 

Thomas Street, HAMPTON. 
 The format and rules are unchanged from 2018, i.e., free  
 flight scale models of any full size aircraft – rules below:. 
 
 1. The B.O.M. rule applies 
 
 2. Flight and static scores will determine the winners  
 
 3. A 20 second qualification flight is required  
 
 4. Static judging will be done by the C.D. 
 
 5. Documentation is recommended but unnecessary 
 
 6. An R.O.G. Bonus of 10 seconds per flight will apply 
 
 7. There is no weight limit for models  
 
 8. Power source: rubber, electric, CO2 (No I.C) 
 
 9. Entry free, a venue hire fee of $5.00 is required. 
 
 10 Christmas lunch is provided – BYO drinks/glasses 
 

Programme: 
 10.00 - 12.00. Test flying and qualification flying. 
 12.00 -   1.00  Christmas Lunch. 
   1.00 -   2.00. Static judging. 
   2.00 -   3.45. Flight judging 
 
 Results of the World Championships have been published on 
SEN http://sen.faifreeflight.org. The F1C team did well finishing 
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25th (Gary Pope), 29th (Roy Summersby) and 32nd (Shayne 
McDonald). These placings may seem mediocre but all three 
flyers were only a few seconds away from qualifying for the 
flyoff. The contest must have been hot as no fewer than 23 
made it through. My previously expressed concern with regard 
to the reduction in motor run from 5 to 4 seconds has proved to 
be groundless! 
 The F1B team also did well, with Richard Blackam (33rd) 
making it to the flyoff, Craig Hemsworth (76th) dropping the 
last flight and Gary Goodwin (79th) dropping the second super-
max and penultimate round. Considering that Alex Andruikov 
was placed 53rd with a dropped second super-max round, it 
shows that the slightest stumble at this level of expertise can 
quickly prove to be fatal! 
 Of note, Mickael Rigault of France won the F1B, only the 
second time that a Frenchman has been successful, the last 
being Emmanuel Fillon in 1937. (Alain Landeau came close a few 
decades ago finishing in second place).  
 Phil Mitchell (38th) headed the Australian F1A team 
results, narrowly missing the flyoff by dropping seven seconds 
in the third round. Albert Fathers (71st) was next, followed by 
Mal Campbell (100th). Mal appears to have had a disastrous day 
dropping four rounds. Going by the times recorded, especially 
the fifth and sixth rounds, it would appear that a 
electro/mechanical failure was involved. 
 Mal will doubtless have a much better write-up and more to 
say on the championships in the next edition of FFDU. 
 As intimated above the plans for this month are of two 
unusual low-wing coupes dating from (you guessed it) the ‘60’s. 
Both are the brainchildren of Pierre Serres and are largely the 
same design, the major difference between the two being the 
wing planforms. The first, and definitely a ‘60’s coupe is 
“L’Excentric”, as it appeared in the ’69 Aeromodeller Annual. 
This features, as the name would suggest, an asymmetric wing, 
with an extra rib bay in the starboard wing. 
 The second is “L’Altus”, the provenance of which is a little 
more doubtful. With an Aspect Ratio of 12 and a chord of 
100mm, it may have presented difficulties in maintaining a 
warp-free wing, and it would have been a handful in breezy 
weather. 
 With regard to the L’Altus, as the two designs are so 
similar, it is highly probable that they were constructed at, or 
about the same time. If someone can find some reference to 
this model I would be grateful – for the present, it must remain 
in the “doubtful” category 

 

VICTORIAN FREE FLIGHT SOCIETY 
 

Minutes of the General Meeting 1st October 2019 

Terminus Hotel, North Fitzroy 
 

Present:  
D. Boughton, D Cassidy, T. Denyer, M. Glaister,  
P. Greenhill, A. Koralgama, V. Morgan, L.Morgan,  
S. O’Connor, D. Sutherland 

 
Apologies: 

P. Butler, R.Neve, C. Parker, H. Sokol 
 

Minutes of the last Meeting: 
Were published in Flypaper. 

 
Matters arising: 

None 

 
Report of the last Committee Meeting: 

No committee meeting was held.  
 

Secretary/Treasurers Report: 
 

Sean reported that the current club funds were 
 
Bank Account  $2,369.75 
Cash        $20.85 
Total   $2,390.60 
Stock      $117.80 
 
Currently there are 19 full members, 1 part member and 
2 non-flying members. 

 
General Business: 

 
Meeting Topics 

  
 November Sharpening Blades 
 December Building & Flying Chuck Gliders 
 February ’20 My First Successful Model Plane 
 March  Swap & Sale Night  
 April  Planes I have lost! 
 May  Building methods – cutting ribs 
 

Member Profiles 
 It was decided to have one, impromptu profile per 
meeting.  

 
Darien Cassidy graciously fingered himself and outlined his 

modelling interests starting as a wartime boy in Kew. His early 
interest in small-scale models expanded to other types when he 
discovered the Aeromodeller magazine and joined the Eastern 
Suburbs Club. Then in the 80’s he returned to free flight. A 
lasting interest in engines culminated in a major theft when about 
27 motors were stolen. (Most of Darien’s motor collection was 
recovered by the police within a week or so, but not all – Ed). 

 
The Shaw Cup and Open Rubber Discussion 

Vin had outlined the issues in the October Flypaper. The 
major problem with Open Rubber being that the standard 
competition format with three preliminary rounds, almost a 
formality nowadays, ALWAYS results in a fly-off at or around 
midday. This is not a practical proposition on our field. 

Options considered were to change the flying format or 
performance - limit the models as has been done in the UK where 
a limit of 50gm on rubber has been imposed. As a “BMFA” rubber 
model (50gm) is still a very potent machine, this does not solve 
the problem and any model limitation is, by definition, the 
antithesis of “Open Rubber”, so this option was dropped 
(defeated). This left the option of a change in format. 
Suggestions were received from Peter Greenhill, Vin Morgan and 
several others and after further discussion the idea of a “Dawn 
Flyoff” was adopted. 

This approach, adopted from the established Californian 
competition of the same name, retains the idea of truly unlimited 
models, flying without restriction to the limit of their 
performance (no “Maximum”). It also means that current O/R 
models in the possession of aficionados like Leigh Morgan, Peter 
Greenhill, Gary Odgers et al are still eligible for the Shaw Cup, 
which will now be decided by a single flight 

(See Vin’s (expanded from last month) write-up of the 
discussion below – Ed) 

Another (possible) advantage of this approach is that once 
the Shaw Cup is decided, (early), another class, may be flown (e.g. 
P30/Garnham, Coupe d’hiver/F1G, E36). This in turn, may 
encourage some O/R flyers to construct a model with wich to 
compete, thereby expanding the entries -, Ed 
 

Next committee Meeting: 8.00p.m. 17-10-19 at 59 Roseneath 
Street, Clifton Hill 
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Open Rubber and Eynesbury  

At the General Meeting on 1/10/19 the topic of discussion 
was Open Rubber competition and the Shaw Cup. 

“The Shaw Cup is most likely the oldest and is certainly one 
of the most prestigious of the perpetual trophies in Australian 
Aeromodelling. First presented in 1929, the list of winners is a 
who’s who of (mostly) Victorian free flighters. 

A nice aspect of the trophy is that in its 83 years it has 
not been swapped around for different classes. It was originally 
presented for “Open Competition” in the days when open 
effectively meant Open Rubber. The only change has been to 
make it a Victorian State Championships Open Rubber Trophy.” 
However, due to flying field limitations, the performance of 
O/R models and the single unlimited flyoff has made it 
increasingly difficult to fly Open Rubber in Victoria. As we want 
to continue to fly the event in Victoria and would also like to 
keep it as close as possible to the original concept of Open 
Rubber; the aim of the discussion was to see if some judicious 
rule changes could make it more suitable to the 
Exford/Eynesbury field. 

Initial considerations were to reduce performance by 
reducing the allowed rubber weight to 50g (as has been done in 
the UK) and having a maximum of e.g. 5 minutes for the flyoff 
(and repeating the flyoff as and if necessary). Even this is 
problematic if flyoffs are held in the typically thermally and 
windier conditions in the middle of the day. Peter Greenhill 
argued that reducing model performance was ineffective for 
thermal flights and raised the idea of having a long first flight 
in what were expected to be non-thermal conditions to be used 
as a flyoff time if necessary. Others pointed out the 
unsatisfactory nature of having the flyoff first – it doesn’t 
make for an enjoyable competition if you know the results at 
the start and are just waiting for someone to make a mistake! 

 The meeting then when round a few more loops until it 
came to the idea of dropping the regular flights entirely – just 
having a single very early non-thermal unlimited duration flight – 
the dawn shootout. 

Everyone thought it a good idea. No model restrictions – 
genuine Open Rubber and a true test of model and flyer 
performance. 

So the Shaw Cup for 2020 will be a single flight with no 
maximum. To be flown within some time (1-2 hours) of dawn. We 
will use the notification system to identify and confirm a 
suitable day, probably in May. 

 
Vin Morgan 

 

Plans of the Month 
 As mentioned above, both designs come from the mind of 
Pierre Serres, the reasoning behind them unknown. The low-
wing, the triangular fuselage and ventral fin are all significant 
departures from the more conventional configurations of 
French Coupes of the ‘60’s. 
 When drawing them from the Aeromodeller three-views, I 
was surprised to discover that both models were on the smallish 
side with only 9.5Dm2 (147 in2) of wing area, (L’Excentric) when, 
at the time, most French coupes were considerably larger 
(certainly those of Matherat and Landeau were). 
 The triangular fuselage is a novel approach (oddity), but 
the flat fuselage bottom and the 0.8mm sheet, on which it was 
constructed, forming a crutch, must have aided construction of 
the rest of the fuselage considerably. The low wing would have 
been very vulnerable to damage and Serres overcame this 
problem by attaching a wire loop (not shown on plan) directly to 
the underside of the wing to offer some protection. This same 
protective measure was not afforded to the L’Altus or at least 
not visible in the three-view from which the plan was drawn, 
possibly indicating that it was an afterthought forced upon 
Serres and also suggesting that L’Altus preceded the 

L’Excentric. This is probable as the fuselages, tailplanes and fins 
are identical, and it would seem that the L’Excentric was a re-
work of the earlier design. 
 Propeller size is also an indication as to the intended use of 
the models. With a diameter of 480mm (close to 19”) diameter, 
the L’Altus was probably intended to be a relatively slow-climbing 
calm weather model, the L’Excentric (455mm, 18”) a more general-
purpose model. 
 One final point, the C of G shown on the L’Excentric is at 
90%? Is that credible? 
 Build one if you dare! 
 
Just some final reminders: 

1 The November General Meeting is on the SECOND 
TUESDAY (12th) of the month. 

2 The GEOYSD is on the 10th of December, here are a few 
photos of models from past events to inspire you 

 

 
Bruce Grayling’s Voisin Hydraplane 

 

 
Jim Fullarton’s Bristol M1 

 

 
Don Bladier’s Vought Kingfisher 
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NOTE 
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BIND AND 
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COUNTERWEIGHT
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B

B

C

C

SECTION C-C

D

D

SECTION D-D

4 LAMINATIONS 
0.8 x 1.5

2 x 10 MED.

2 x 2 MED. 3 x 3 MED.

1.5 SOFT SHEET 
DIAGONALS

SECTION B-BSECTION A-A

0.8 MED. SHEET - 
BOTTOM ONLY

A

A
1.5 MED. SHEET 

1.5 HARD 
SHEET INFILL 

25mm

0.8 SOFT SHEET 
INFILL

2°

-2°
1°DOWNTHRUST

1°RIGHT 
SIDETHRUST

1.5 MED. SHEET 

0.5mm PLY

1.5 HARD SHEET 
INFILL 

3 x 6.5 HARD 

W1, 2 - 1.5 SOFT QUARTER GRAIN - 36 OFF

W3 - 1.5 SOFT QUARTER GRAIN - 2 OFF

S1 - 1.5 SOFT QUARTER GRAIN - 15 OFF

2 x 12 MED.

3 x 4 MED.

L'ALTUS
by Pierre Serres

3 x 3 HARD

2 x 2 MED.

0.8mm MED. 
SHEET

1.5mm I. D. 
ALUM TUBE

3mm MED. 
SHEET

0.25mm 
RETAINING 

SPRING

0.5mm 
SPRING

THRUST 
RACE

1.5 PLY

3 x 3 HARD LONGERONS

3x3 MED. 
SPACERS

2.5 x 2.5 MED. 
DIAGONALS

1.5 x 2.5 MED. SPACERS AND 
DIAGONALS AFT OF MOTOR PEG

30mm DIHEDRAL

140mm 
POLYHEDRAL

WING SPAN: 1220  mm.
WING AREA: 10.73 Dm.
TAILPLANE SPAN:    415 mm.
TAILPLANE AREA:   3.15 Dm.
OVERALL LENGTH:   837 mm.
PROPELLER:        630 x 490

SPECIFICATIONS

1mm PLY

C. G. 60% 

1mm PLY

TRUE SHAPE OF PROLELLER

 
 

Pierre Serre’s “L’Altus” Coupe d’hiver 
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L'EXCENTRIC
by Pierre Serres

0.8mm MED. 
SHEET

1.5mm I. D. 
ALUM TUBE

0.25mm 
RETAINING 

SPRING

0.5mm 
SPRING

THRUST 
RACE

1.5 PLY

3 x 3 HARD LONGERONS

3x3 MED. 
SPACERS

2.5 x 2.5 MED. 
DIAGONALS

1.5 x 2.5 MED. SPACERS AND 
DIAGONALS AFT OF MOTOR PEG

95mm DIHEDRAL

WING SPAN:  975  mm.
WING AREA:  9.47 Dm.
TAILPLANE SPAN:    415 mm.
TAILPLANE AREA:   3.15 Dm.
OVERALL LENGTH:   837 mm.
PROPELLER:        455 x 455

SPECIFICATIONS

1mm PLY

C. G. 90% 

1mm PLY

TRUE SHAPE OF PROPELLER BLADE

 
 

Pierre Serre’s “L’Excentric” Coupe d’hiver 
 

 

 


