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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 

the First Tuesday in September (3rd) at the TERMINUS 
HOTEL, 492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy  

 
September Topic: P30/P20 models 
 

Contacts: 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 
Editor: 
 Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. September/October 
 
September Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
September 9 Indoors at Sandringham 
 
October Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
October 14 Indoors at Sandringham 

 
EDITORIAL:  
 Of recent times some discussion at committee level has been 
directed toward the suitability of Eynesbury as a venue for 
Open Rubber contests. While Eynesbury is capable of 
accommodating flights of 3 - 4 minutes duration and possibly 
more in very light conditions, the tightly strung barbed wire 
fences are a real impediment to retrieval in the almost 
inevitable situation of a flyoff. 
 This obstacle was made very evident in the recent (last 
month) Garnham competition where the two flyoff contestants 
were faced with the problem of having to cross the formidable 
barrier of the western boundary fence. Even Vin, possibly the 
best fence-climber I have ever seen, thought it a tough 
challenge.  
 To alleviate this situation, it was decided that the three 
VFFS “stiles”, which have proved to be very efficacious at 
previous State Championships, be installed (with the permission 
of the stock manager) permanently at Eynesbury. 
  Various other proposals were tabled to “solve” the O/R 
problem, restricting it to Coupe-sized models, adopting the 
BMFA rubber rules etc. But, as was pointed out, ANY rubber-
powered model qualifies as an “Open Rubber” model!  
 In addition, as the Shaw Cup, the most prestigious and oldest 
trophy in Australian model aircraft history, not just in Free 
Flight, was (and still is) for Open Rubber competition, it was 
decided that the subject was far too sensitive and possibly 
contentious for any decision at committee level and that 
submissions be invited from all members and an open forum be 
held to discuss and resolve this issue. 

 On another and far happier less contentious issue, given the 
success of the P30 (Garnham) competition of the previous 
month, it was decided that P30 competitions be a regular 
feature at all outdoor events. This is a sensible move as almost 
all outdoor flyers have a P30 tucked away somewhere and a 
regular fun contest could encourage greater participation. 
(Note: - in previous years the Garnham was flown on an irregular 
six-monthly basis, so not all P30 comps will be for that trophy, 
more as “fun” contests. Also note that the Garnham is a VFFS 
trophy open to VFFS members only – Others may fly in the 
event in a “fun” capacity)) 

On the 30th of August Sean and YE got out to Eynesbury and 
completed our flights for the ‘60’s Coupe Postal competition 
(report below) Others were invited but chose other more banal 
pursuits. 

Plans of the month are of two outdoor rubber scalies, which I 
found on the Internet (and wished that I hadn’t – the amount of 
work cleaning them up took longer than if I had started from 
scratch). Anyway, they are both well-known high wing cabin 
monoplanes, the Struck Interstate Cadet and Piper Cub. With 
spans of around 30 inches, over-heavy construction and 
relatively small props, they are nothing to get excited about, 
but given the above, probably thermal-safe. 

 

Victorian Free Flight Society 
 

GENERAL MEETING 6th August 2019 

Terminus Hotel, North Fitzroy 
 

PRESENT 
D. Cassidy, D. Broughton, S. O’Connor, 
T. Denyer, V. Morgan, L.Morgan, M. Glaister, 
H. Sokol, P. Greenhill, D. Sutherland 

 

APOLOGIES: 
P. Butler, C. Parker 
 

MINUTES OF THE LAST GENERAL MEETING: 
Were published in Flypaper 

Acceptance moved:   M. Glaister, 
Seconded:   S. O’Connor 

 Carried. 
 

MATTERS ARISING 
None 

 

REPORT OF THE LAST COMMITTEE MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting were published in Flypaper.  

Acceptance moved:   M. Glaister, 
Seconded:   S. O’Connor 

 Carried. 
 

SECRETARY/TREASURERS REPORT: 

Sean reported that the current club funds were: - 
Bank Account  $2156.32 
Cash   $241.85 
Total   $2398.17 

     Newsletter of the Victorian Free Flight Society Inc. A0007493L 
         http://members.optushome.com.au/vffs/ 
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Stock   $117.80 
 

Currently there are 16 full members, 1 part member and 2 
non-flying members. 

Acceptance moved:   S. O’connor, 
Seconded:   T. Denyer 

 Carried. 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

Meeting Topics 
 

 August  E36 
 September P30/P20 
 October  Possible local rules for O/R 
 November Sourcing and Sharpening Blades 
 December Building & Flying Chuck Gliders 
 February ’20 My First Successful Model Plane 
 March  Swap & Sale  Proceeds to the Club 
 April  Planes I have lost! 
 
Member Profiles 

Mike Glaister and Harry Sokol gave very interesting 
accounts of their early modelling careers and current modelling 
interests. This was greatly appreciated and will be continued at 
future meetings. 

My comments on the above: The Vice President sprang this 
topic on the two hapless victims mentioned above without 
notice. While I would agree with the general idea of 
(unsuspecting) members becoming more enlightened and aware 
and possibly wary of the activities and predilections of their 
fellow members, it was not, in my opinion, right to suddenly 
introduce such a topic without giving the intended victims a 
chance or indeed time to prepare their presentation (defence) 

I personally didn’t mind too much as I can talk the leg off a 
chair (I have, after all, actually kissed the Blarney Stone), but I 
am not sure if Harry shared my sentiments. We will both appeal 
to the High Court if anything we have said is used against us! 

Having had my gripe, I am definitely in favour of 
INVITING each member to share their story with others and 
for such invitation to be extended at the general Meeting of 
the prior month. –ED. 

 
Eynesbury and CASA 

It was thought that the less done about this the better. 
We were grateful that the owners considered our access locks 
when replacing the security chains to the property. 

 
Competition Flying at Eynesbury 

A very successful Garnham Trophy was held during the 
month and has been reported in Flypaper. Sean has the 3 VFFS 
stiles in his custody. These have proved to be more than useful 
in negotiating fences in the past. He suggested that they be 
transported to Eynesbury and left on-site, subject to 
permission from the Stock Manager. (Given the remoteness of 
their intended location, it is highly unlikely that they would be 
stolen) 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING:  
8.00p.m. Thursday 22–08-2019 at 59 Roseneath St. Clifton Hill 

 
Meeting closed at 9.30pm 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING:  8.00p.m. Thursday 22nd 
August 2019 at 59 Roseneath Street, Clifton Hill 
 

EYNESBURY Friday 30th August 
 After the Garnham debacle, I was anxious to get out and 
fly my modified P30 (I had made a new pylon and positioned it 
to give a 62% C of G position) but first there was the matter of 

the ‘60’s Coupe Postal competition to be got out of the way. 
Sean shared my anxiety as had been playing about with his 
“Ailbass” (a Réné Jossien design dating from the mid ‘50’s but 
still eligible due to the fact that it had been flown in ’60’s 
competitions in France) after the Garnham was flown and the 
trim was proving to be elusive. 
 As noted in a previous report, I had already posted two 
flights earlier in August with my “Ferion”, but was still unhappy 
with the wandering glide trim exhibited on that occasion, so I 
had removed the fin and fitted a small rudder, and in the 
process re-covering the fuselage, so essentially both models 
were largely untrimmed. 
 Arriving independently but at roughly the same time, we 
decided to fly from the northern end of the “airstrip”, having 
assessed the very light and variable air. Quite a bit of time was 
spent (in my case wasted) in trimming and eventually Sean 
chanced his arm at a competition flight. The Ailbass appeared 
sluggish on the climb, and observing, I put it down to the eight-
strand motor Sean was using (I was later to be proved wrong!) 
and for once, he had a sub-max flight. When the second flight 
also proved to be disappointing I really thought I was in with a 
chance but stupidity was about to step in! 
 My first competition flight for the day was a spectacular 
max flight, with the model D/Ting uncomfortably close to 
Meyer’s Bush. Sean also maxed his third flight, the spectacular 
burst phase of the flight being very disquieting to Your Editor – 
eight strands?  
 Operations were then suspended pending relocation of the 
flight line toward the southeastern part of the field. This 
particular part of the field is not without arboreal obstacles 
but as had been proved on a separate occasion, manageable. 
 Sean got away on another flight, even more spectacular 
than his previous one, and followed with the flight of the day, 
his Ailbass D/Ting from a great height (over two minutes under 
D/T) to complete his five flights for the competition.  
 I had been delayed by problems of my own making and 
after an obviously under-elevated test flight, proceeded to 
wind up for my fourth competition flight. Receiving sage advice 
(SO’C), accepting and then ignoring it (YE), my Ferion was 
launched into helpful air and initially looked to be on track for a 
max, unfortunately the still-wandering glide trim took it out of 
the thermal and the amount of under-elevation became readily 
apparent, the model recording only 103 seconds from a good, if 
not spectacular, height. I was still puzzled by the stark 
difference between the third and fourth flights, and with time 
getting on, decided to go again without seeking to amend the 
trim. It is said that one of the first signs of madness is doing 
the same thing and expecting a different result. The model, 
this time without the aid of rising air performed even worse 
recording a bare 63 seconds. 
 Pondering on the problem, I eventually realized that on the 
third and really good flight, the tailplane of the Ferion must 
have been sitting on one or other of the 1mm “keys” on the TE 
used to align and locate the tailplane, in effect, the piece of 
packing needed to transform the glide! 
 Oh well, there’s always next year! (Results of the Postal 
will be published on the Hippocket Aviation website in 
October/November) 
the field. 
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