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PLEASE NOTE, DUE TO THE RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED BY 

THE GOVERNMENT ON ALL MEETINGS  DUE TO THE 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC, NO GENERAL MEETINGS WILL 

TAKE PLACE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 

March Topic: deferred 
 

Contacts: 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 
Editor: 
 Mike Glaister  (03) 9733 0431 or 0401 647 880 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. April/May 
 
April Outdoors at Eynesbury (Tentatuve) 
 
May  Outdoors at Eynesbury (Tentative) 
 
 

EDITORIAL:  
 If you haven’t noted the above, all general meetings of the 
Society will be cancelled until further notice due to the danger 
of succumbing to the COVID-19 pandemic sweeping the world. 
 As far as flying is concerned, the Sandringham indoor 
events are also cancelled. Given the seriousness of the 
situation, the restrictions imposed by government on all meeting 
places, sporting venues and other communal activities, especially 
indoors, are both prudent and necessary. 
 Not to appear too flippant, I never thought I would ever 
be in agreement with ANY government directive, but the 
emerging situation grows worse day by day and it would appear 
that we, as a club, let alone a nation, are in for a prolonged 
period of inactivity. Perhaps we should make the best of it and 
build a few models to crash when the restrictions on movement 
are lifted. 
 There is a possible ray of hope though (perhaps just a 
glimmer): if the restrictions are not made more Draconian, (at 
the time of writing, March 20, Stage 2 restrictions have just 
been implemented) we could get out to Eynesbury for a bit of 
outdoor therapy – provided we maintain “Social Distancing”, not 
too difficult in the vastness of Eynesbury. 
 As stated last month, and dependent on restrictions, the 
first competition will be “The Dawn Fly Off” for Open Rubber. 
This will take place at the first available opportunity 
 As of this time I have been informed of the 
cancellations/postponements of the following: 
 Scalemasters (Cancelled) 
 AFFS Championships (postponed to 15 – 20 October) 
 Southern Cross Cup (postponed to 9 –10 June) 
 It is to be hoped that the situation will be resolved or at 
least ameliorated in the next few months; otherwise the Free 
Flight Nationals will be in jeopardy. 

 Models of the month are the Wakefields of Paul van 
Leuven.(Some). 
  I had intended to present the last two designs of the “Power 
Quintette” of 1960, those of Rolf Hagel, Sweden, “Mister Max” 
and John Sheppard, NZ, “Gloworm”, but the grim situation and 
some other matters appertaining to it caused more than a little 
distraction, so I’m going with what I got. 
 For the senior members of our discipline, and that means 
almost all of us, Paul (PvL), was a well-known member of the free 
flight fraternity. He came to some prominence with the 
publication of his “Santa Maria II” Wakefield in the Aeromodeller 
Annual of 1958 (p91). This model was built to the 80-gram rules 
and intended for the 1957 Wakefield Finals, but the changeover 
of responsibility from the S.M.A.E. to the FAI resulted in the 
cancellation of the scheduled 1957 event in favour of a “Model 
Olympics” in 1958 (which didn’t happen!), and by 1958 the rules 
had changed yet again limiting rubber to 50 gm. (Peeved a few 
people, PvL amongst them). 
 Undaunted, Paul kept at it, producing a series of Wakes 
culminating in his “Santa Maria 10”, and coming within a hair’s 
breadth of taking out the 1979 Wakefield Trophy. (In the fly off, 
he was forced to use his reserve model “Waltzing Matilda”, as his 
preferred model; “Santa Maria 10”, was still somewhere downwind) 
 Santa Maria II followed the standard Australian 
configuration of the time, twin fins, single–bladed propeller etc. 
The only distinct difference between SM II and other 
contemporary Australian models was that the wing was “cut away” 
at the wing-pylon junction, this resulting from the designer’s 
obsession with wing-body interference. (Does anyone have a copy 
of the “Chine” model produced by PvL, it may have been called the 
“Warrigal”, but I’m not sure. Anyway I think it appeared in 
“Airborne” sometime in the ‘70’s or perhaps early  ‘80’s) 
 By the mid-70’s the influence of Bob White, winner in 1975, 
became a dominant factor in Wakefield design and Santa Maria 10 
was a typical example of the trend. His somewhat earlier 
“Waltzing Matilda” was a bit of a departure in that, while 
retaining the dihedralled tailplane, the twin fins were replaced by 
a central fin. 
 All three of the above-mentioned designs are presented in 
this issue of Flypaper (I know of at least three more PvL 
Wakefield designs which I am trying to chase down, SM 8, 
“Warrigal” to name two. HELP REQUIRED)  

 
 

VICTORIAN FREE FLIGHT SOCIETY 

 
Minutes of the General Meeting March 2020 

Terminus Hotel, North Fitzroy 
 

Present:  Sean O'Connor, Mike Glaister, 
David Sutherland, Paul Butler, 
Don Boughton, Tim Denyer, A. Koralgama, 
Peter Greenhill, Harry Sokol, Leigh Morgan 
Vin Morgan. 

 
Apologies: 

D Cassidy, C. Parker,  R. Neve,  
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Minutes of the last Meeting: 

These were published in Flypaper and accepted. 
 
Matters arising: None 
 

Report of the last Committee Meeting: 
No committee meeting was held.  

 

Secretary/Treasurers Report: 
 
Sean reported that the current club funds were: 
 
Bank Account  $2,259.58 

Cash      $122.85 

Total   $2,282.53 

Stock      $105.80 

 
Currently there are 21 full members, 1 part member, 2 non-
flying members and 1 Flypaper sub. 
 

General Business: 
 
Arthur Smith Trophy. It was proposed that this trophy could 
be donated for an (preferably indoor) event at the WW 
Nationals. 
Action: Vin Morgan to ask Roy Summersby if the organising 
committee would accept the trophy. 
 
Hervey Trophy This trophy was initially donated for Vintage 
Rubber competition. Such competition has not been held in 
Victoria for upwards of 10 years. It was also proposed that this 
trophy be donated for Vintage Rubber competition at the West 
Wyalong Nationals 
Action: Vin Morgan to ask Roy Summersby if the organising 
committee would accept the trophy. 
 
Outdoor Flying: We need to do - want to do - the Shaw Cup, 
Garnam, 60's coupe. 
Also could have a combined mini as this gives a number of people 
an opportunity and an incentive to come out to Eynesbury. 
 The Shaw Cup is to be a single unlimited dawn flight (the 
fly off without bothering with the qualifying flights as decided 
at the last meeting). 

It was proposed to have a test of the dawn fly off concept 
(all may enter, irrespective of the type of model) on the next 
suitable day. 

In a single-flight fly off situation such as proposed above, 
there is almost certainly (definitely) going to be a shortage of 
timekeepers, it was therefore further proposed that flyers 
could/should time their own model. This might require a bit of 
practice, but some error should not be a problem. 
 

Indoor Flying:  The regular fliers at Sandy favour some 
sort of Comp based on Hangar Rat. Several proposals were put 
forward, duration, Scramble, RTP, but no decision was reached  
 
Meeting Topics 
 April  Planes I have lost! 

May  Building methods – cutting ribs 
 

Swap and Sale 
Following the General Meeting the swap and sale night 
commenced, with various members trying to off-load their 
valuable items (junk). Generally this came down to magazines, 
Aeromodeller in particular, but Vin Morgan had a box of 
F1B/F1G parts, which attracted some attention, but did not, as 
far as I could tell, attract any purchasers. Your Editor had the 
ludicrous hope of disposing (getting rid of) an OS 60 FSR (NIB) 
to some unsuspecting sucker for a wad of cash. Unfortunately 
there are not too many of the latter in the VFFS, (with the 

exception of YE, - why did I but the bloody thing in the first 
place!) 
 

Next committee Meeting:  
 
TO BE ADVISED 

 
Meeting closed at 9.15pm 
 

Models of the Month 

Not much can be added to what is in the editorial, although 
perhaps I should add that the Santa Maria II was one of the 
earliest Wakes I built, sometime in ’59. My effort was hampered 
by my inability to carve a decent propeller, but it performed well 
if in a somewhat mediocre manner (propeller) for a year or so until 
the inevitable “boomer” came along and took it away. It was 
surprisingly easy to trim and was pleasant to fly with no apparent 
vices. 

The SM II would be a good model for Vintage competition if 
a plan could be found authenticating its provenance. The original 
was definitely built in 1956 as was mentioned above and flown at 
the ‘56/’57 Nationals where PvL gained a place on the Australian 
team for the (subsequently cancelled) 1957 Wakefield Finals. 
 Final note; all Santa Marias were twin-finned, the only linking 
factor amongst all the variants. 
 
Tailpiece: The plan below is of a Czech Wakefield dating from 
1965 and attributed to one Antonin Smerda. The Czechs didn’t 
stray far from Cizek’s original XL series did they? It’s almost 
identical to his (Cizek’s) XL-58! 
 

 
 
PLEASE NOTE: THROUGHOUT THE TIME OF WRITING (10 

TO 31 MARCH) GOVERNMENT EDICTS ON MOVEMENT AND 

MEETINGS HAVE BECOME MORE RESTRICTIVE – AS A 

RESULT, PLANNED (OR UNPLANNED) OUTDOOR FLYING 

EVENTS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE – 

SEE YOU ALL ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PANDEMIC. 

FLYPAPER WILL CONTINUE 
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DESIGNED BY:     PAUL VAN LEUVEN

FLOWN BY: PAUL VAN LEUVEN
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   WINNER 1957 AUST. NATIONALS 

  Designed by: PAUL VAN LEUVEN

REDRAWN: MKG 
FEBRARY 2007
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Paul van Leuven’s “Santa Maria II” 
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REDRAWN: MKG 
SEPTEMBER 2017

SANTA MARIA 10
40 gm WAKEFIELD

By:Paul VAN LEUVEN

 

Paul van Leuven’s “Santa Maria 10” 
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By:Paul VAN LEUVEN
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Paul van Leuven’s “Waltzing Matilda” 


