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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 

the FIRST Tuesday in February (4th) at the TERMINUS 
HOTEL, 492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy  
 

February Topic: Building/flying CLG, HLG and DLG models 
 

Contacts: 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 
Editor: 
 Mike Glaister  (03) 9733 0431 or 0401 647 880 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. February/March 
 
February Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
February 3 Indoors at Sandringham 
 
March Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 

EDITORIAL:  
 2020 has arrived, we are all a little older and getting more 
decrepit, some faster than others! The most disturbing news of 
the nouvelle année arrived with the January edition of FFQ, a 
feature article in which was an obituary for Eugene Verbitsky, 
written by the editor Sergio Montes. 
 While reading the article I was astonished to find that 
Verbitsky had participated in no less than 24 FAI Power/F1C 
World Championships, commencing in 1961 where he 
represented the then USSR, (after the break-up of the Soviet 
Union, the Ukraine). During this period he won the event three 
times which (I think) is a record unsurpassed to this date, and 
very likely never to be. Apart from three notable failures in 
2007, 2008 and 2015, he never placed lower than 17th, making 
the fly-off rounds on all but two occasions. 
 Apart from his flying expertise, Verbitsky was a true 
innovator, his BE-35 design having a variable incidence sheeted 
wing over-covered with a 0.3mm thick high-tensile aluminium 
foil, then in use by the Soviets to cover full-size helicopter 
blades. The BE-35 was stunning in concept and all who were 
privileged to see it were amazed at the neatness of execution 
and the beauty of the model. 
 Not content to rest on his laurels, Verbitsky began 
experimenting with variable geometry aerofoils, own-design 
motors, planetary gearboxes, folding propellers and a little 
later, folding wings. All told Eugene Verbitsky’s contribution to 
the development and advancement of the F1C cause and 
aeromodelling in general is astounding.  
 When such a giant falls, you begin to question your own 
mortality. May you always be in our thoughts, RIP Eugene 
Verbitsky. 
  On to happier matters: Over the summer break, I have 
been corresponding with Terry Bond (007), and after lauding 
the virtues of participating in the ‘60’s Coupe Postal, terry set 

about to build a Deuzio. In no time at all, he had built two Deuzios, 
(the bugger actually builds faster than me, I found this to be 
astonishing as I was almost simultaneously building two Deuzios of 
my own and at the start had a considerable lead, I had already 
built the wings and tailplanes before Terry got underway and he 
caught up and surpassed me).  
 During our long correspondence, I slowly became aware of 
the possible reason why so few otherwise excellent builders have 
shied away from accepting the challenges and goadings I have 
continually issued over these many months, and it comes down to 
the propeller. While an experienced and highly skilled modeller, 
Terry had never made a folding propeller for a rubber model – he 
now has – four times over!  
 This also explains, in part, the popularity of the P30 class – 
you MUST use a commercial plastic propeller of specified 
diameter, you are verboten from making a roll-your–own. 
 Further to the above, it is planned that we will have a ‘60’s 
Coupe competition within the F1G contest at the Nats (either 
officially or unofficially) and, as the Nats falls within the 
prescribed time period for the Postal competition, the scores can 
be carried-over to the Postal. 
 The plans for this month are two of the “Power Quintette” of 
1960, Sandy Pimenoff’s “Ascender/Number18” and Giovanni 
Guerra’s “La Bestia”. Both models were equipped with the best 
motors available at the time, in Pimenoff’s case, a tuned Oliver 
Tiger Mk. III (“Ascender”) and an ETA 15D for the “Number 18” 
while for “La Bestia”, Guerra utilized a Super Tigre G20 “Guibileo”, 
a motor regarded as the most powerful available at the time. 
 Incredibly, the fly-offs extended to an additional twelve 3-
minute max flights AFTER the regulation five, a total of 17 flights 
in one day. With the onset of evening and no clear winner 
emerging, all five remaining flyers with perfect scores were 
declared joint winners; Why the CIAM changed the unlimited fly-
off rule, which applied for the A2 (F1A) World Championship of 
1959 remains a mystery. I would welcome feedback on this issue. 

Ed. 
To finish, the report and results of the GEOYSD: 

RUBBER SCALE 

NAME Model Static Flight Flt+Stat 

S. O’Connor Bleriot VII 30 50 80 

A. Koralgama Hi Max 28 48 76 

D. Bladier BE 2 39 28 67 

S. O’Connor BAT Torp 28 30 58 

D. Bladier Brist Scout 42 0 42 

 
RUBBER SCRAMBLE 

NAME Total (sec) 

S. O’Connor 352.4  

A. Koralgama 349.1 

 
 The GEOYSD was, as usual, a fully catered event with 
Darien’s wife (Joy) and daughter (Brigid) providing both the food 
and the effort required to present a sumptuous repast, all in 
attendance were very appreciative of their efforts. Many thanks 
Joy and Brigid. 
 As can be deduced from the score sheets, the number of 
active participants is declining inexorably and but for the three 
hardy souls prepared to throw their efforts against the 
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unforgiving walls at Sandy, the event is only barely sustainable. 
The visitors outnumbered the flyers by a ratio of at least two 
to one! Gone and irretrievable are the days when the air in the 
hall was filled with models (in various stages of trim, mine never 
were). 
It is at such times that the mind is cast back in remembrance 
of those no longer with us – a poignant reminder of the 
inexorable advancement of time  
 

VICTORIAN FREE FLIGHT SOCIETY 
Minutes of the General Meeting 3rd of December 

2019 

Terminus Hotel, North Fitzroy 
 

The Meeting Started at 8:10 
 

PRESENT:  S O'Connor, P. Greenhill, D. Boughton, Tim Denyer, 
 Vin Morgan, Ron Neve, Arjuna Koralgama, 
 Paul Butler, David Sutherland. 
 

APOLOGIES: Colin Parker, Mike Glaister, Darien Cassidy,  
L. Morgan, 

 
MINUTES OF LAST COMMITTEE MEETING 

 Nil 
 
MINUTES OF LAST GENERAL MEETING 

  Were published in FlyPaper 
 

Matters Arising, Not Covered Below: 
Nil  

 

SECRETARY/ TREASURER’S REPORT  

 
 Bank Account  $2342.74  
 Cash   $25.85  
 Total   $2368.59  
 Stock   $117.80  
 
 Currently there are 21 full members, one part member,  
2 non-flying members and one FP subscription. 
 
Matters Arising: 

Nil  
 
GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 Meeting Topics 
 
 February’20 My First Successful Model Plane  
 March Swap & Sale Night  
 April Planes I Have Lost  
  
Other General Business:  
 

The NSWFFS offered to host the 2020 Nationals, the 
venue again to be West Wyalong, however due to a lack of 
interest from the R/C fraternity? The MAAA have declined the 
invitation. In it’s stead it is proposed to hold a FF and CL 
“Nationals” in July (details have yet to be announced) 
 
The meeting closed at 9:15pm  
 
.NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING:  
 
 8.00p.m. Thur. 20. February ‘20 -59 Roseneath St., Clifton Hill  
 

DISCUSSION TOPIC: Building and Flying Chuck Gliders  
Don Boughton spoke of his long and very successful experiences 
with aeromodelling, his varied interests in all facets of 
competition extending from Power (early ‘50’s), Control Line 
(Team Racing), Open and Vintage Rubber and finally, Chuck 

Gliders. Both before and after Don’s dissertation, Sean and 
Arjuna flew LRS’s with some success in spite of drafts from the 
air conditioner and later, the kitchen. 
 

MODELS OF THE MONTH 
For no good reason, I was flipping through some early 

Aeromodellers and chanced upon the report on the 1960 World 
Championship for FAI Power, a fitting start to the New Year and, 
(as it turns out) a tribute to that quintessential FAI Power/F1C 
innovator and flyer Eugene Verbitski.  

A short email correspondence with SO’C yielded enough 
material to start detailing some drawings of the “Power 
Quintette”, and as there is no January edition of Flypaper, I 
thought that, with the extra month, I would have enough time to 
be able to draw and present the whole five designs in the one 
(February) edition; I was very wrong! 

Pooling the resources of both Sean and myself, the multiple 
references both clarified some aspects while at the same time 
revealing some glaring discrepancies between them. 

Sandy Pimenoff’s “Ascender/Number 18” was a case in point, 
eventually clarified (but not definitively) by Tapio Linkosalo, who 
posted a photo of the centre pages of a Finnish model magazine 
featuring Number 18 on the Hippocket aviation website. 
Unfortunately, the pages had not been “flattened” for the 
purposes of the photo and in addition, the photo was taken from 
an oblique angle, making scaling impossible. The photo did yield 
valuable detail however, all of which has been included in the 
drawing presented herein. (Pimenoff’s Number 18 is on display at 
an Aviation museum in Helsinki) 

To top all this off, there is a “thread” on Hip Pocket Aviation, 
https://www.hippocketaeronautics.com/hpa_forum/index.php?to
pic=17841.msg150284#msg150284  where, “Starduster” has, in 
parallel (or ahead, way ahead as his plan was drawn in 2014) of me, 
produced a 3D CAD drawing of the model, using the same 
references (encountering the same difficulties), and submitted it 
to Bob Holman. A laser-cut kit is now available from that source.  

Below is a rendition of the 3D CAD drawing. 
 

 
Sandy Pimenoff’s Number 18 

 
The same difficulties applied to the references for Guerra’s 

“La Bestia” (The Beast). My two references were Frank Ziac’s 
Year Book (1959-61, page 41) and the Aeromodeller drawings. 
(Incidentally, drawings of all five of the “Power Quintette” are 
shown in the same Year Book, pages 39 – 43). At first, I was 
incredulous at the thickness of material used by Guerra, the 
fuselage in particular, and the multiplicity of spars in wing and 
tailplane. The model was reputedly 100 or so grams over weight, 
but with the most powerful motor available at the time, Garofali’s 
Super Tigre G20 Guibileo, this didn’t seem to matter as “La 
Bestia” was widely regarded as the fastest-climbing and thus 
highest-climbing model of the Championships. The climb was also 
reputedly “erratic”, giving some anxious moments to a few 
observers (Guerra didn’t seem to care) 

The two drawings are, unless some more authoritative 
reference emerges, about as good as it gets (It would be 
interesting to compare my drawing with that of “Starduster”) 
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TIPS - 10mm 
SOFT SHEET

10 x 10 MED.

3 x 7 SPRUCE

1.5mm MED. SHEET - 
TOP AND BOTTOM

2 x 4 MED.  - TOP 
AND BOTTOM

3 x 3 MED. 
DIAGONALS

4 x 20 MED.

TIPS - 10mm 
SOFT SHEET

3mm HARD SHEET

10 x 10 MED.
4 x 10 SOFT

10 x 10 SOFT

10 x 30 SOFT

0°

NAVY N9 - MOD.

1.5mm PLY TAILPLANE  PLATFORMS

4 x 9 MED.

1.5mm MED.  SHEET SIDES

1.5mm PLY CORE

6mm MED. SHEET

12 x 12 MED.

10 x 10 MAPLE BEARERS

4mm HARD SHEET 

- TO F5

1.5 PLY BOX 
FOR JOINERS

4mm HARD SHEET 
WING SADDLE

TRIM TAB

2.5°

F2 - F10 2mm PLY

F1 3mm PLY

5.0°

20.0°

2.4°

WINGSPAN (PROJ) 1373mm.
WING AREA (PROJ) 26.93 Dm
TAILPLANE AREA 10.15 Dm.
LENGTH (OVERALL) 992mm.
MOTOR: SUPER TIGRE G20 "JUBILEE"

"La BESTIA"
By: Giovanni GUERRA

A

A

SECTION A-A

1.5 x 7 STEEL 
JOINERS

1.5mm MED. SHEET - 
TOP AND BOTTOM

1.5mm PLY DIHEDRAL 
BRACES

3 x 3 MED.

3 x 7 SPRUCE

3 x 3 MED. 
DIAGONALS

2 x 4 MED. - TOP AND BOTTOM

3 x 5 MED.

W1

W2 W2 W3 W3 W3 W3 W3 W3 W3 W3 W3 W3 W3 W3 W4 W5 W6 W7 W8 W9 W10

W2W3W3W3W3W3W3W3W3W3W3W3W3W4W5W6W7W8W9W10

W2 (Hidden line) - 2mm HARD 4 OFF

1.5mm PLY - 2 OFF

W3 - 2mm MED. QUARTER GRAIN - 24 OFF

W3 TO W10 - 2mm MED. QUARTER GRAIN 

- (MAKE BY SANDWICH METHOD - 2 OFF EACH

3mm MED. SHEET SIDES

3mm MED. SHEET TOP AND BOTTOM

4 x 4 SPRUCE LONGERONS - TOP AND BOTTOM 
(UPPER LONGERONS AND SHEETING NOT SHOWN)

W1

S2 TO S10 - 2mm MED. QUARTER GRAIN - 

(MAKE BY SANDWICH METHOD - 2 OFF EACH

S1

S2

S10

F5 F7 F8
F9

F10

4 x 20 HARD

10 x 10 MED.

3 x 3 HARD

3 x 5 HARD
3 x 7 LIME

2 x 4 MED.

10 x 10 MED. 4 x 20 HARD

SUPER TIGRE G20 
"Guibileo"

F2 F3

SIGURD ISACSON 53507

3 x 5 MED.
3 x 7 LIME

10 x 10 MED.

3 x 3 MED. 2 x 4 MED.

4 x 20 MED.

W3

W10

F4 F6

F1 F2 F3 F4 F5 F6 F7 F8 F9 F10

0 5 10 15 20 25 cm.

 
 

 
“La Bestia” 1960 Joint-winner of the FAI Power World Championship by G. Guerra 
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B

B

SECTION A-A SECTION B-B SECTION C-C

ETA 15D (Number 18) 
1.5° LEFT, 1° DOWN

6.5 x 15 SPRUCE

4°

2°

A

A

C

C

1.5mm MED. SHEET

4 x 22 MED. 

4mm MED. SHEET 

1.5mm MED. SHEET

TATONE D/T "TICK-Off" 
6 - min. TIMER

10 x 11 MAPLE BEARERS

6.5mm MED. SHEET 
6.5 x 15 SPRUCE

D/T LINE - 0.3mm NYLON

AUTO RUDDER LINE - 0.3mm NYLON D

D

SECTION D-D

2mm. Dia. WIRE

"WALTZ" CAMERA TIMER with 
BUILT-ON FUEL SHUTOFF

FIBREGLASS 
REINFORCEMENT 5 x 5 BALSA FILLET

2mm PLY WING SADDLE

FUEL TANK 

NUMBER 18 and ASCENDER
By: Sandy PIMENOFF

 3mm SPRUCE SKID

 3mm MED. VENTRAL 
FIN

 SPRUCE AUTO RUDDER 
STOP

4 x 22 MED. 

ASCENDER TAILPLANE

3 x 10 HARD

9mm SOFT 
SHEET TIPS

2 x2 HARD - ALL SPARS

S2S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2

NUMBER 18 TAILPLANE

1.5mm I.D. ALUMINIUM TUBE

3 x 3 HARD - ALL SPARS

1.5mm MED. SHEET

2.5 x 10 HARD

2.5mm MED. SHEET

2.5mm MED. 
SHEET 

SCRAP 
INFILL

5 x 5 HARD
2mm PLY

5mm MED. SHEET

S1aS2aS2aS2aS3aS4aS5aS6a S2a S2a S2a S3a S4a S5a S6a

S2 - 1.5mm SOFT QUARTER GRAIN - 16 OFF

W1

W2

W3

W4

W5

W6

W7

W8

W9

W10

ALL WING RIBS 2mm MED. QUARTER GRAIN, - W1, 
3 OFF, W2, 20 OFF. ALL OTHERS 2 OFF EACH

ALL TAILPLANE RIBS (Number18) 1.5mm SOFT QUARTER 
GRAIN, - S1a, ONE OFF, S2a, 6 OFF. ALL OTHERS 2 OFF EACH

2mm PLY

2mm PLY WING SADDLE

2.5mm MED. - SIDES

5 x32 HARD

6 x 14  PINE (or HARD)

2mm MED. SHEET - TOP 
AND BOTTOM

1.5mm PLY DIHEDRAL 
BRACES

1.5mm PLY DIHEDRAL BRACE

1.5mm PLY 

S1 - 1.5mm SOFT QUARTER GRAIN - 3 OFF

W2a

W3a

W4a

W5a

W6a

W7a

W8a

W9a

3mm MED. - TOP AND BOTTOM

OLIVER TIGER Mk. III (ASCENDER) 
1.5° LEFT, 1° DOWN

W1W1 W1

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W2

W2

W1aW1a

W3

W4

W5W7W9

W6W8W10

W3aW4aW5aW6a
W7a

W8a

W9a

W2a

W2

W2

W1a W1a

W2

W2

W1a W1a

W2

W2

W1a W1a

W2

W2

W1a W1a

W2

W2

W1a W1a

W3

W4

W5 W7 W9

W6 W8 W10

W3a W4a W5a W6a
W7a

W8a

W9a

W2a

S1a

S2a

S3a

S4a

S5a

S6a

5.0°

14.0°

0 5 10 15 20 25 cm.

AUTO RUDDER: 3° LEFT   - CLIMB
       2° RIGHT - GLIDE

NO TAIL TILT

1.5mm PLY DIHEDRAL 
BRACES

1.5mm PLY DIHEDRAL BRACE

5mm MED. SHEET

5 x 10 PINE

3 x 3 MED.

6mm MED. SHEET

6mm MED. 
SHEET

4mm SOFT 
SCRAP

 
 

 

“Number 18” and “Ascender” - 1960 Joint-winner of the FAI Power World Championship by S. Pimenoff 


