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WITH THE EASING OF RESTRICTIONS, THE TERMINUS
HOTEL HAS BEEN BOOKED FOR THE 7™. OF JULY

AS THE SITUATION IS STILL FLUID DUE TO THE
REIMPOSITION OF A STRICT LOCKDOWN MEASURES IN
SOME SUBURBS, THE SECRETARY WILL ADVISE ALL THE
USUAL SUSPECTS (EMAIL) PRIOR TO THE ABOVE DATE.

March Topic: AGM/EGM and"Planes I have lost"

Contacts:
Secretary/ Treasurer:
Sean O'Connor 59 Roseneath St.
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au
Edlitor:
Mike Glaister (03) 9733 0431 or 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

Competition Calendar. July/August

Informal outdoor flying has recommenced (see report), but
until the current (and serious) COVID-19 situation in Melbourne
is resolved, no planned contests will be announced.

Unfortunately the resumption indoor flying is still on hold,
mainly due to the mandatory and prohibitively expensive
cleaning of facilities both before and after use.

EDITORTAL:

Just when we thought it was safe to venture out and
about, a serious outbreak of the Corona virus has remerged in
various local government areas around Melbourne. While, in the
main, most members live in unaffected suburbs of the greater
Melbourne Metropolitan area, the route to Eynesbury passes
through several of the plague-affected suburbs to the north
and west of the city. If journeying out to the flying field, it
might be best to avoid any “rest stops” on the way. Ya just
gonna haveta hold it/- In the words of the red M&M. (There
are plenty of strategically placed gorse bushes at Eynesbury).

Nominations have been received for the following positions
on the committee:

President: Vin Morgan

Vice President Darien Cassidy
Secretary/Treasurer Sean O' Connor
Flypaper Editor Mike Glaister
Minutes Sec./Committee Member David Sutherland
Committee Member Vacant

Note: Due to the Corona Virus situation, the normal procedure
of nominations ahead of time has been suspended and further
nominations will be accepted on the night of the AGM.

As of this date, (5" of July), the election of committee
members will go ahead as planned, however as there is no
compulsory date, this may be deferred

With all this uncertainty, it is a rare pleasure to welcome
Tain Haigh as a new member of the VFFS.

Prior to the imposition of the lock-down, Don Bladier
mentioned he was going to build an indoor scale model of the De
Havilland DH 84 Dragon. Well, the model is now in existence,
and what's more it glides. It will be interesting to see if it still
does once the two electric motors are fitted!

Don has also produced another indoor scale model of an
aircraft I had not previously heard of, a "Baby Pursuit“? From
Don's comments, only four of them were constructed. Happily the
DH 84 had a longer production run, 115 being constructed, 87 of
them made in Australia for the RAAF and the RNZAF.

Both models are 450mm span, Don has high hopes of getting
the Pursuit to fly, he has grave doubts of the .

DH

Don Bladier's Baby Pursuit
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For my part, T have been refurbishing three Vin Morgan
Als; I now have a total of five, three Morgan-built and two
from Don (and Vera) Lacey, models I acquired from Ron Bird's
estate.

While the Al (F1H) is now a close-to-extinct classification,
at least in Victoria, - I can think of only two other flyers still in
possession of flyable Als. (Aiglets), - they are more than
suitable "fun" models and could be flown at Eynesbury if care
and OH&S measures are followed (mind the rocks!). Another
possible application for these models if ancient legs and knees
are not up to the task is to try bungee-launching them. This
particular technique has been tried (with success) in the UK,
and if successful here, avoids having to negotiate the underfoot
obstacles.

TREASURER'S REPORT
Financial Statement to end of June

Bank Account $2128.22
Cash $378.40
Total $2506.62
Stock $101.80

Currently there are 21 full members, 1 part member, 2 non-
flying members and 1 Flypaper sub.

MODELS OF THE MONTH
The Als of Vin Morgan
Vin has provided a write-up on these models, so I won't go any
further than to comment on progress to date on refurbishing
these excellent models (or bits thereof) Ed.

When I received the bits from Vin, which consisted of
three wings, (and unknowingly, two tailplanes), I found the
tissue covering on the wings, although in remarkably good
condition (no holes or tears) proved to be very brittle, so the
first task was the removal and replacement of the UV -
perished tissue. Having hegotiated this with some difficulty, I
then recovered the wings in Tkarex, a remarkably swift and
easy task considering the length of time (and pain) it took to
remove the old tissue.

Thus encouraged, I started building three tailplanes to
suit. At this point I became a little confused (more so than
normal), so I emailed Vin for further information, the three
wings being variations of the same basic design, Vin's series of
VIM Als of the '80's. (VIM-1, 2, 3 and more).

Vin replied with several three views, which accurately
identified the various versions of his design, and on examining
the three-views, I suddenly realised that I had two of the
three very distinctive tailplanes depicted therein! By the time
this particular penny dropped, I had three additional newly built
tailplanes! AARGH! The two original tailplanes, being covered in
Mylar, are in as-new condition and belie their age. A real plus
for Mylar-covered surfaces (if they are stiff enough)
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All the Al wings from the top, VIM 2, VIM 3 and VIM 84-89.
The lower two wing sets are of Vera and Don Lacey's models and
pre-date Vin's effort.

The refurbishment project is ongoing, with the fuselages for
the VIM series being the next task, however having read Vin's
article on Als and circle towhooks (below) and the perils thereof,
T am going to go for the simple straight-tow variety!

The A1 Story
by Vin Morgan
INTRODUCTION

All this free flight activity over the last 10 years started
when I thought that it would be nice to build a simple Al to fly in
contests on calm, sunny, Sunday mornings. Well, I did build an A1,
but a few other things followed...

The first A1 had thin solid balsa wings carved to a rough
approximation of an Eppler 59 aerofoil. Although the glide was
occasionally very good, it was hard to tow and was spirally unstable
(turbulation problem?) After this, and a bit of reading and
observation of others, I came up with a somewhat more
conventional design (see Flypaper Aug-Dec 1981 p12). This was
fairly successful, and it was later modified for circle tow with a
home-made hook soldered up out of brass square tube and copper-
clad fibreglass sheet.

As with A2, circle towing in Al is an extremely effective way
of finding lift but it is more difficult to circle tow an Al because
the line drag and weight has much more effect on the smaller
glider. Except in a fairly strong wind, I have to use a geared winch
for Al towing, so I can pull line in quickly enough to make the
glider lift up and give tension. The speed and tension then goes
from winding in as fast as possible to get the glider to lift up, to
levering the winch handle around when there is tension. Launches
are tricky because you have to get tension by running rather than
by winding (no point in launching with line wound in) and rather
than just letting go as with a free line, the line has to be plucked
for release (which needs two hands, one to hold the winch and one
for the line) at exactly the right moment with everything
happening fast.

It’s all much harder, (and less worthwhile spending practice
time on) than A2 towing and this is one of the reasons why I have
been suggesting that circle towing (latchable hooks) should be
disallowed in Al. The other reason is that it is silly to have two
similar events with different models; it just wastes peoples
building and practice time, and if Al is to be considered as a
simpler, learners event it is not fair giving experienced flyers the
advantage of circle tow.

Even with straight tow though zoom launches are very
effective. The height gain is probable about the same as with an
A2 (although the smaller gliders look as if they get much higher,)
and because Als do just about two minutes from 50m, a good zoom
can be very valuable in ensuring maxes in still air.

The 1984 Al:

This one was built in light of some experience with modern A2
design.

-The wing has a properly webbed spruce spar.

The centre section has a "D” box with 25-gsm-glass cloth

doped on to prevent warping and flutter

-The tips are light, open structure.

-It has a Hatschek towhook. These are not very satisfactory
for A2s because of the small distance from the pivot to the hook
means they swing through too much angle in going from straight
tow to circle. The smaller size of Als reduces the problem.

Radio retrieval beacon. I't came out a bit light so I thought that
the ballast might as well be useful.

-Carbon arrow shaft boom. These are perfect for Als, light
enough, cheap, non-whippy and unbreakable (unless a cow walks on
your model).

The glider was used to set the Australian Al record (5 x 120,
180, 240, 131) at Wangaratta in 1986 in conditions that were just
right for circling. Since then I have abandoned circle towing it,
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for reasons which anyone who saw me run into the ground three
times in a row in the calm in NZ could easily understand. I't
turns out anyway that straight towing into lift detected from
the ground works pretty well and this is what was used to max
out to win the Amberley Nationals and the 1989 AFFS.

TRIM:

Eynesbury Sunday 28™ of June

With the arrival of another period of calm weather, seven
flyers made their way out to Eynesbury for a pleasant day's
flying. First to arrive was Richard Blackam, who disappeared
into the southern paddock followed by the remaining six in quick
succession. Sean, Don Boughton and T elected to fly from the
northern and relatively rock-free airstrip location, while Vin
leigh and Tain Haigh joined Richard amongst the rocks.

The prevailing drift at the time of arrival was a 2-3m/s
Katabatic flow from the NW, but this dissipated quickly
thereafter and by 9am there was a flat calm, punctuated
periodically by thermal inflow. In the prevailing conditions
retrievals were of the order of 50-or-so metres, the only
problem being the neck-snapping difficulty of timing models
vertically above.

Sean was flying his "Ailbass" '60's Coupe, (a Réne Jossien
design, as has been mentioned on previous occasions) powered
by eight strands of 3mm Tan IT, and achieving remarkable
height, but was having some difficulty with the glide trim, the
model persistently stalling down, ruining some otherwise great
flights. Several "cures"” were tried, including a furbulator,
doped-on to the Port wing, initially to no avail, as once disturbed
by thermal activity, the stall returned. (Sean eventually got on
top of the problem but I am not sure what was the cure, as by
this time I was immersed in my own problems).

Don Boughton had brought along his new P30s to play with
and after changing some tired rubber for a motor with a bit
more life in it, was achieving some good max flights. The only
problem he had was that the models were turning oo tightly to
the right. A minor adjustment to thrustline should cure this
For my part, I was attempting to trim the two new Deuzios
which I had built during the long COVID lockdown, but was
hampered somewhat when I found that the models would not fit
my new stooge! Always measure before you cut! As Don had also
left his stooge at home, we were all dependent on Sean's stooge
and ancillary equipment, which meant that there was a queue for
use of the one stooge, this hampered operations more than a
little!

T was very unimpressed with the climb performance of my
new models, the cause traced to too much pitch on the props,
back to the workshop! Mentioning this problem to Vin a while
later, he measured the pitch on his and Leigh's Deuzio props and
found them to be an average of 436mm, (P/D ratio 1.1:1) and
544mm (1.36:1) respectively. Using these measurements as a
guide, I re-measured the pitch on my new props and found them
to be 565mm or 1.41:11 No wonder it (they) were struggling to
climb on 10 strands and only a little better on 12.

Both Vin and Leigh use 11 strands (or the equivalent in
1/16" rubber, 22strands) and find this to be about right
although Vin's model still outclimbs Leigh's, indicating that a P/D
of around 1.2 to 1.25:1 is probably a good compromise between
climb and length of motor run.

The "northerners” (us) had every intention of rejoining the
others in the southern paddock, but with having to share
facilities, and the prevailing conditions being so good, we
decided to stay put, and ended the day at around 1:00pm when
the predicted change of direction and strength of the drift
brought Meyer’s Bush into play.

A very pleasant day, mostly solving trim problems, and in
my case, the first time out this year!

"

EPILOGUE:
A few more Trump-isms from my wacky sister-in-law.

DA, FAUCI ANNDUNCES A NEW MASK
THAT WILL SAVE THOUSANDS DF LIVES

| ahwags Enew Panald,
jou would end You ¥now I'm

Wp in prison only here
wisiling Jou.
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VFFS provisional FINANCIAL STATEMENT for 2019/20

RECEIPTS
Member Subscriptions $3983.00
VMAA / MAAA Component $3613.00
VFFS Component $370.00
Indoor Door Fees $5.00
Bank Interest $2.10
Other $60.00
Stock Sales $16.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $4086.10
EXPENDITURE
Flypaper production $66.50
Venue Hire $25.00
Admin (includes incorporation fee) $66.15
VMAA / MAAA Fees $3757.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURE: $3914.65
NET GAIN for 2019/20 $151.45
Opening Bank Balance from 18/19 Report $2284.32
Opening Cash-in-Hand $70.85
TOTAL OPENING BALANCE: $2355.17
Closing Bank Balance $2128.22
Closing Cash-in-Hand $378.40
TOTAL CLOSING BALANCE: $2506.62
STOCK
Opening Balance from 18/19 Report $117.80
Less Stock Sales $16.00
STOCK CLOSING BALANCE: $101.80
TOTAL ASSETS including stock $2808.42

The value of various items of equipment belonging
to the VFFS is not included in this summary

*

Xk

see note below

see note below

Sean O'Connor (VFFS Treasurer)

* A key deposit, one SC entry fee & $20 that will be refunded in 20/21

*k Includes $144 in fees paid by the VFFS for Reg Regester.
$476 covered by cheque 200131 paid on 3/7/2020



