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DESPITE THE EASING OF RESTRICTIONS FROM THE 1ST 
OF JUNE, GENERAL MEETINGS WILL RESUME ON THE 
1st TUESDAY IN JULY  (7th) AT THE TERMINUS HOTEL 
(SEE BELOW) 
 

July Topic: Models I have lost – General Discussion 
 

Contacts: 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 
Editor: 
 Mike Glaister  (03) 9733 0431 or 0401 647 880 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. June/July 

June Shaw Cup (Dawn Flyoff) 
 
June Garnham Trophy (P30) 
 
June ‘60’s Coupe Postal (International) 
 
July ‘60’s Coupe (Interstate - TBA) 
 

EDITORIAL:  
 With the COVID-19 panic now over (or at least subsiding) 
and life returning to something approaching normality, groups, 
(albeit no more than five), are now allowed to socialize. 
Coincident with this relaxing of the lock-down restrictions, the 
weather also decided to ameliorate and several (6, one more 
than the stipulated maximum, but who’s counting!) intrepid souls 
took advantage of conditions and ventured out to Eynesbury on 
Thursday the 14th, Friday the 15th and Sunday the 17th of May. 
 This adventurous spirit was rewarded with some of the 
most benign weather for quite some time, 3-minute flights 
D/Ting about 100 metres away. 
 An attempt to repeat the effort on the 28th was 
frustrated, not by the re-imposition of a COVID-19-induced 
lock-down, but by an inadvertent lockout! 
 This came about because the chain securing the gate is a 
few links too long, thereby permitting the gate to be secured 
with the VFFS padlock not being part of the loop! Matters were 
resolved with a few phone calls and a short but frustrating wait 
while a person with the relevant key(s) arrived from Werribee. 
 The offending extra links in the chain are to be removed 
to avoid a repetition of the situation.(Could the next person who 
ventures out to Eynesbury please confirm that the links have 
been removed – a hacksaw in the model box might afford some 
reassurance!) 
 While there has been an (albeit hesitant) resumption of 
outdoor flying, such is not the case with regard to the indoor 
variety, as the state government has put in place a requirement 
that all indoor venues be scrupulously cleaned by an accredited 
cleaning company prior to, (and possibly after) use.  
 This measure could be prohibitively expensive unless such 
requirements were to be heavily subsidised (paid for) by the 

relevant authority, (presumably Bayside Council). It is therefore 
unlikely that any return to Sandringham would occur until at least 
late July or August. 
  General Meetings (and dinners) are to resume at the 
Terminus Hotel starting on the first Tuesday in July (7th - see 
above) Note that the June meeting at the Terminus hotel has 
been cancelled. This is because the Terminus hotel is a little 
behind in renovations and will not be reopening for business until 
the 18th of June. So, if you turn up on the 2nd you will be 
confronted by locked doors and most definitely, a pub with no 
beer! 
 Some further good news; the combined MAAA/VMAA fees 
have been reduced to $119 for the coming financial year and the 
club has responded by also reducing fees to $6; a combined total 
of $125. (MAAA/VMAA/VFFS). This is a considerable reduction 
from that of last year when the fees were $90 (MAAA), $54 
(VMAA) and $16 (VFFS), a total of $160! 
 As the MAAA/VMAA offer is open until the end of July, it 
would be wise get your fees to the Treasurer ASAP. 
(One further note on fees; while proposed at the committee-level, 
the VFFS fee must be ratified by a quorum of members at the 
general meeting in June for it to take effect. The proposed $6 
fee is a break-even amount) 
 At the late-May committee meeting (28th), Sean mentioned 
that he was the custodian of one of Colin Parker’s models, namely 
a 70’s - 80’s (40gm.) Wakefield. 
 This was/is a Scandinavian (Swedish) design by Bror Eimar 
called the “Tilka”. The design was very successful, especially in 
Scandinavia, was kitted by “Modell Produkter” (Sweden) and 
widely distributed around the world. It was a “no frills” design (no 
auto-surfaces – or not quite!) and easy to fly. Tilka was nominated 
as “model of the year” by the NFFS.  
 With the addition of a little more rubber (say to 50 - 60gm., 
the model would be very competitive in Open Rubber competition. 

 
 Sean’s comments on Colin’s Tilka: 
 Colin's Tilka weighs in at 182 gm. and balances at least 20 to 
30 mm too far forward. One could maybe insert an extra bit of 
motor tube (box) behind the wing to get the CG back and allow 50 
- 60 gm of rubber. Otherwise one could replace the aluminium 
nose block with a lighter item. 
 There are some wing warps that I will try to cure and the 
silver fish like the TP covering - might fix that as well. 

Sean O’Connor 
 Colin’s example (shown below) is available to any member who 
would like to take possession of, and be prepared to fly, it – Ed. 
 Well, there you have it! A free 40gm. Wake in good 
(refurbished) condition, the rest is up to you. If there is more 
than one would-be (and willing) recipient, some form of merit-
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based decision will be derived. (Mud-wrestling, shootout or just 
lots drawn out of a hat!) 
 

 
Colin Parker’s Tilka 

 Finally, a few notifications: 
‘60’s COUPE INTERNATIONAL POSTAL COMP 
  As from 1st of June, the Southern Hemisphere “window” for 
the ‘60’s Coupe Postal is open. You may complete your five 
flights (2-minute max) anytime between now and the end of 
September. If you don’t have a model, start building! there is 
plenty of time between now and the end of September to build, 
trim and fly!  
 If you are unsure of the rules, go to Hippocket Aeronautics, 
otherwise contact the Secretary/Treasurer or YE. 
 (At the committee meeting on the 28th of May, Vin Morgan 
proposed that, as well as flying the international Postal; we 
should inaugurate an intranational Postal. What do you guys 
north of the border think?) 
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
 With the arrival of June, it is time to call for nominations 
to fill the statutory positions on the VFFS Committee: All 
positions will be declared vacant as of the 1st of July and 
members are invited to apply for election to the various vacant 
positions. Ordinarily the Secretary/Treasurer should receive 
any such nominations one month prior to the election, but with 
the havoc caused by the pandemic, nominations will be accepted 
up to the end of June. 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Bank Account  $2260.05 
Cash   $131.00 
Total   $2391.05 
Stock   $105.80 (approx) 
 Currently there are 21 full members, 1 part member, 2 non-
flying members and 1 Flypaper sub. 
MODELS OF THE MONTH 
The models of the month are the P30’s of Sean O’Connor and 
Vin Morgan. (I know I said that Vin’s A1’s (F1H’s) would be the 
feature models, but I lied! Perhaps next month – Ed). The 
models of both designers have evolved over several (many?) 
years and are very competitive P30’s. 
 Starting with the most esoteric, SO’C’s “Quattro Gusti” 
series, the original Mk I was a relatively conventional tip 
dihedralled model with a tailplane D/T set-up, and which Sean 
blames for the resulting flyaway vers Melton Reservoir! 
 The model features an asymmetric wing with the 
Starboard wing inner panel some 6mm. longer than that of the 
Port. In addition, the Starboard tip panel joint is skewed out 
2mm at the T.E., a clever use of double angles to achieve angle 
of attack-dependent variable washin on the right tip panel.  
 With 130mm. chord, the Mk I had the biggest wing area of 
the QG series, some 1 Dm2 larger that what became the 
standard Vee-dihedralled wing of 115mm. chord. 

 For a more detailed description of the Quattro Gusti I and 
II, the design philosophy and Sean’s experiences in trimming and 
flying it, see pages 39 and 40 of the Free Flight Quarterly P30 
Survey 2010. 
 The QG III is a further development of the QG II (the same 
wing was used, the fuselage and tailplane revised). The square (and 
somewhat fragile) built-up fuselage was replaced with a rolled 
balsa effort, the original of which was not initially successful as 
the wood used was too soft and the green-stained fuselage did not 
survive. This was replaced with another rolled balsa fuselage, this 
time reinforced with spirally wound filaments of fibreglass and 
additional fibreglass patches in critical areas. Along the way, Sean 
came up with a very neat cabane-style mount for the tailplane, 
(see photo on plan). 
 As it stands, Your Editor has built more QGs than the 
designer himself, six in total, four QG IIs and two QG III(bis)s. 
The first QG II was lost in a flyaway at DiDio’s (I hate viscous 
timers!), the second ended it’s days impaled against the barbed 
wire at Springhurst, battered to pieces by the gusty wind, the 
third was a give-away. 
The remaining three, one QG II and two IIIbis, (bis, a French 
term, roughly meaning “again”, refers to minor developmental 
changes to Sean’s original QG III concept) are boxed and ready 
for the next Garnham, whenever that should occur.  
 Both the IIIbis’ have Mike Francie’s carbon fuselages and 
wings and tailplanes with carbon spars and Morgan-style pylon, 
otherwise they are essentially QG IIIs. 
 Before finishing with the QGs, I would draw your attention 
to the propeller latch system, (shown on plan). This is SO’C’s 
development of Jean Wantzenreither’s latch system and it works 
independent of motor tension. It also has a positive stop and hold, 
which in the first instance prevents motors over-unwinding, 
resulting in bunches and erratic and inconsistent glide trim, and in 
the second, allows for a more relaxed attitude while waiting for 
that thermal to arrive. 
 Vin Morgan’s “A P-30” was also featured in the Free Flight 
Quarterly P30 Survey (pages 25 and 26). The aerofoil used is a 
Benedek B356b and apart from being of conventional 
configuration, it has a tip dihedralled two-piece wing and 
removable fin, the whole (two) model(s) packing into a remarkably 
small space. The “A P-30” utilises a rolled balsa fuselage and is 
essentially an all-balsa design with timer mounted on the left-hand 
side of the nose. 
 A revision of the design, utilizing carbon components (which 
YE has christened “Another P-30”) and electronic band burning 
timers (in Vin’s case the original PST, in Leigh’s, Harry Sokol’s 
DTox Type M), was done some few years later and are currently 
the models to beat (especially in Leigh’s hands) in any P30 contest. 
 Due to the repositioning of the timer, the pylon has had to be 
widened and the wing/pylon assembly positioned slightly further 
aft, otherwise the two designs are essentially identical. 
 Noting Vin’s comments in the FFQ article, admittedly 
referring to the “A P-30”, he used 4-strands of 3mm Tan II 
rubber and did not “cord” the motor. Of more recent days this 
has changed, as I have observed that he has switched to 1.5mm 
rubber and 10 (corded) strands.  
And Finally: 
A plane with five passengers on board – Donald Trump, Boris 
Johnson, Angela Merkel the Pope and a 10-year-old schoolgirl – is 
about to crash and there are only four parachutes. Trump says: “I 
need one, I am the smartest man in the USA and I’m needed to 
solve the pandemic”. He takes one parachute and jumps. Johnson 
says: “I’m needed to sort out the COVID-19 mess in the UK”! He 
takes one and jumps. The Pope says: “The world’s Catholics depend 
on me for comfort in a time of fear”! He takes one and jumps. “You 
can have the last parachute” Merkel says to the 10-year old, “I’ve 
lived my life, yours is only starting” The little girl replies: “Don’t 
worry there are two parachutes left, the smartest man in the 
USA just took my schoolbag” 








