
Page 1 of 1 

The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 

the FIRST Tuesday in March (2nd) at the TERMINUS 
HOTEL, 492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy  
 

February Topic: Swap and Sale Night 
 

Contacts: 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 
Editor: 
 Mike Glaister  (03) 9733 0431 or 0401 647 880 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. March/April 
 
March Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 
March 1 Indoors at Sandringham 
 
April Outdoors at Eynesbury 
 

EDITORIAL:  
 Disappointingly, there has not been any organised outdoor 
activity since late last year and as a consequence, little to 
report on. Vin made his now annual pilgrimage to Lost Hills for 
the “Fab Feb”, but apart from that, nothing.  
 In light of this situation, the committee has decided to fix 
dates for competitions, to be cancelled only in the event of 
truly inclement weather. 
 One of the first competitions to be scheduled will be the 
Open Rubber “Dawn fly-off”. The format for this was decided 
some months ago at a General Meeting and is modelled on the 
competition of the same name held annually in Southern 
California, a single unlimited flight. – Could be interesting, an 
amalgam of good to excellent O/R models and a bunch of 
“Throw Aways” – YE has a few of those! 
 Getting back to the point: while all scheduled competition 
days will have some theme, Combined Mini, E36, ‘60’s Coupe or 
the Garnham to name a few, all will feature a P30 event. P30 
(Garnham) has proved to be by far the most popular event, so it 
is hoped that this “inducement” will ignite some spark of 
enthusiasm amongst members to get out there and have fun. 
 The indoor scene is also in need of revitalisation. Since we 
abandoned Manningham, purely for economic reasons, there has 
been little or no actual competition flying. Sandringham, while 
nowhere near as model-friendly as was Manningham, is still a 
useful venue, and could be put to better use, especially on the 
“VFFS days”. To this end, Sean has proposed a number of 
competitions, which can be flown within the restrictive confines 
of the building, Hangar Rat immediately springing to mind. 
(Everyone has a Hangar Rat). 
 Models of the month are another ‘60’s Coupe (Argentinian 
Oscar Lastra’s “Julieto”), and a continuation of the theme 
started last month, another of the World Championship Power 
“Quintet” of 1960, this time, Larry Connover’s “Lucky Lindy”. 

 
 
 

VICTORIAN FREE FLIGHT SOCIETY 
 

Minutes of the General Meeting 4th February 2020 
Terminus Hotel, North Fitzroy 

 

Present:  
P. Butler, M. Glaister, A. Koralgama, R. Neve, S. 
O’Connor, D. Sutherland 
 

Apologies: 
D Cassidy, V. Morgan, L. Morgan, C. Parker, T Denyer, D 
Boughton. 

 
Minutes of the last Meeting: 

These were published in Flypaper and accepted. 
 

Matters arising: 
None 

 
Report of the last Committee Meeting: 

No committee meeting was held.  
 

Secretary/Treasurers Report: 
 

Sean reported that the current club funds were 
 
Bank Account  $2,259.32 
Cash      $110.85 
Total   $2,370.17 
Stock      $117.80 
 
Currently there are 21 full members, 1 part member, 2 
non-flying members and 1 Flypaper subscription. 

 

General Business: 
 

Grand End of Year Scale Day 
 

The results of this event were reported in Flypaper. The 
number of participants was again lower so the format will be 

discussed to investigate other options. 

 
Meeting Topics 
March Swap & Sale Night  
April Planes I have lost! 
May  Building methods – cutting ribs 

 
Member Profiles 
 
Arjuna outlined his fascinating and very different modelling 

experiences. He was inspired as a 4-year-old when permitted to 
visit the cockpit on a commercial airliner. Then years in Sri Lanka 
with limited materials, support or information did nothing to 
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dampen this enthusiasm. His real and varied modelling started 
after work trips to Australia, followed by moving here and later 
connecting with our group. He has tried most types and now is 
moving to a full size aircraft! 

 
Publicity for VFFS 

Arjuna proposed that the best way to publicise 
activities is through social media, probably Facebook and 
You Tube. He offered to maintain the sites but stressed 
that material was required, eg photos of meets, builds, 
etc.  
 

Next committee Meeting:  
8.00p.m. 20th February 2020 at 59 Roseneath Street, Clifton 
Hill  
 

Meeting closed at 9.15pm 
 

MODELS OF THE MONTH 
The models for this month came about firstly by paying too 

much attention to some chatter on the Hippocket Aviation Blog 
site (“Julieto” by Oscar Lastra) and unfinished business with 
regard to the “Power Quintette” of 1960. (This month, Larry 
Connover’s “Lucky Lindy”, two more to go!) 

Dealing with the first-mentioned design, which just so 
happens to be another ‘60’s Coupe, this time emanating from 
Argentina, I encountered the all-too-familiar difficulties that 
occur when the reference material is a bit manky, in this case 
trying to make sense of heavily pixelized drawings. Again, Sean 
came to my aid and provided some clearer and cleaner images 
plus some other relevant information. 

To the design itself, the fuselage is a departure from the 
familiar longeron and spacer type of construction. Instead, the 
fuselage is constructed out of 1.5 – 1.6mm sheet, edge-glued 
and stiffened with diagonal spacers. The ventral fin and 
absence of a dorsal fin is also an unusual feature, but the lack 
of lateral area above the centreline is alleviated somewhat by 
the dihedralled tailplane. The wing is relatively small compared 
to others of the same period (‘67’) and, with only one full-span 
spar, appears to be weak and probably prone to warping in 
inclement weather. The single-blade prop is of a useful size at 
435mm diameter but with a pitch of only 410mm seems to be a 
little under-weight for the 10 strands of rubber powering it. 
Still, I have been witness to some outwardly unpromising- 
looking but very well-performing designs (Sean’s  “Ailbas” comes 
to mind) that I now hesitate to be too critical of any design, 
they obviously worked in the hands of their designer. Also, as 
the ‘60’s Coupe Postal competition is all about the revival of 
interesting designs, preservation of building skills plus a large 
dose of nostalgia, the “Julieto” becomes a useful supplement to 
the growing number of eligible designs and, in terms of 
performance, was very successful when flown in competitions in 
Argentina. 

Lucky Lindy posed a different set of problems. First, there 
was no shortage of reference material; the problem 
encountered was making sense out of it all! Comparing the 
various drawings, it was difficult to decide which was right and 
which was wrong, as they all contained useful information but 
disagreed with one another in detail to a greater or lesser 
extent. I finally settled on the “American Modeler” drawing as 
the primary reference, which, having been drawn by Larry and 
Dotty Connover, must surely be the most authentic, however 
the only reference which showed anything at all regarding the 
tapered centre panel wing was an Aeromodeller three-view. This 
became the subject of a prolonged series of emails between 
SOC and myself, eventually coming to the conclusion that the 
tapered wing sketch was based on information obtained from 
the official processing of the model (wing) for the 1960 World 

Championships. From that point, everything fell into place, 
dimensions and areas made sense (or seemed to).  

Getting back to the model, as I got into the drawing I began 
to realize how much thought and practical design had gone into it. 
What I initially considered to be a somewhat utilitarian object 
was transformed into a model to be admired. This transformation 
is purely in the minds-eye of YE, the model is still a mass of sharp 
edges and abrupt angular changes, the only streamlined part on 
the model is the pylon, nevertheless they all serve a functional 
rather than an aesthetic purpose. 

In an article that accompanied the plan in “American 
Modeler”, Larry Connover has gone to great lengths to describe 
the design and construction of the model, the trimming of same 
and his philosophical approach to competition flying – nothing more 
needs (or should) be added. (Article attached to this edition of 
F/P)  

As an aside, having communicated my intention to draft a plan 
of the model for Flypaper, Don Boughton announced that he had 
already cut out a lot of bits prepatory to the construction of  a 
copy of Connover’s design. It shouldn’t be too long before a fully 
built model appears! 

 

 
 
Something you don’t see every day! An airship, about 1 metre 

long flying indoors at Sandringham, the result of some lateral 
thinking by Alan Sherwood, a member of the indoor flying group. 

 While the thing is an R/C device and thus to be abhorred, it 
was fascinating to see how manoeuvrable the gasbag was. It also 
had quite a turn of speed, and could climb to the roof very 
smartly, nose pointing straight up and “hover” there. The whole 
performance was captivating – thanks Alan! 

 

 
Lucky Lindy (E36) – about half size 
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ALUM. SHIM 
HINGES

30.0°

10.0°

SPECIFICATIONS:
WINGSPAN: 892mm (843 Proj.)
WING AREA: 9.33 Dm. (Flat), 8.87 Dm. (Proj.)
TAILPLANE AREA: 3.25 Dm. (Proj.)
LENGTH O.A.: 768mm.
PROPELLER: 410mm x 435mm. (0.95 P/D)

W1 - 3mm HARD SHEET - ONE OFF

W2 - 2mm MED. SHEET - 6 OFF

W3 - 1mm MED. QUARTER GRAIN - 24 OFF

S1 - 2mm MED. SHEET - ONE OFF

S1 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2 S2S2S2S2S2S2S2

S2 - 1mm MED. QUARTER GRAIN - 12 OFF

FIBREGLASS 
REINFORCEMENT

1mm PLY
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1.5 x 4.5 HARD

0.8mm WIRE D/T 
HOOKS

1mm PLY

2mm HARD 
GUSSETS
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F3 - 1.5mm HARD 
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F3

1mm PLY

WING DIHEDRAL BRACES - 
1mm PLY - 2 OFF EACH

1.5mm BIRCH DOWELS
4mm ALUMINIUM TUBE

0.5mm PLY REINF.
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4 x 4 MED.

1mm PLY

2 x 3 HARD

2 x 12 MED.

4mm SOFT 
SHEET

4mm SOFT 
SHEET

SECTION 

A-A

SECTION B-B SECTION C-C

1.5 x 2.5 HARD

1.5 x 2.5 HARD

1.5mm MED. SHEET

4mm DIAM. HOLE FOR 
D/T BANDS

1.5mm MED. SHEET SIDES, TOP AND BOTTOM

1.5mm HARD REINF.

37.00

1.5mm PIANO WIRE

0.5mm DIAM. 
SPRING

0.8mm DIAM. 
SPRING

THRUST RACE

LEAD 
COUNTERWEIGHT

2.5 x 16 MED.

F1 - 2mm PLY

2 x 4 HARD

2 x 3 HARD2 x 2 HARD

FIBREGLASS 
REINFORCEMENT

1mm SOFT SHEET - 
TOP AND BOTTOM

6 x 6 MED.
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B

B

DRAWN: MKG 
FEBRUARY 2020

 
 

 
“Julieto” a ‘60’s Coupe d’Hiver by Oscar Lastra 
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1.71 1.47 1.23

1.23

F9 -  18" MED.

F10 -14" HARD

0.88

0.53

1
8" O.D. ALUM.TUBE

WINGSPAN (1): 601516" (Proj.) - STRAIGHT WING

WINGSPAN (2): 657 16" (Proj.) - TAPERED WING
WING AREA (1): 465 Sq. In. (Proj.)- STRAIGHT WING

WINGSPAN (2): 454.3 Sq. In. (Proj.)- TAPERED WING
T/P AREA (BOTH): 122.2 Sq. In. 

D/T LATCH -18" PLEXIGLASS

O/A LENGTH: 4334" 

WEIGHT: 750gm.

POWER: O.S. MAX II 15
PROPELLER : 122.2 Sq. In. 

P2- 18" HARD

P1
P20.67

0.02" WIRE  D/T LINE GUIDES

1
4" x 12" HARD

P1- 18" HARD

SKID MOUNT - 0.187" DURAL

NAIL

1
16" MED. SHEET - 
GRAIN VERTICAL

C OF G - 75%

1
16" x 316" FOR TAILPLANE TILT

1
4" x 14" SPRUCE

1
4" x 2532" HARD

3
16" x 25 32" HARD - TAPER TO 316 " x 2332 " 
AT POLYHEDRAL BREAK

0.250.13

0.38

0.38

1.87
0.28

0.22

0.88

0.50

0.19

0.44

0.18

SKID  - 0.08" STEEL

3
16" x 3 4" MED.

TAILPLANE SECTION  (BOTH MODELS)

FIN L.E. STRAKE - Mk. III ONLY

1
8" MED. SHEET

BRASS SHIM HINGES

FORWARD TAILPLANE 
KEY - 18" BIRCH PLY

NYLON D/T LINE

1
4" x 1 4" HARD

0.005" ALUM. SHIELD 
WRAPPED AROUND L.E.

1
16" SOFT SHEET - 
BOTTOM ONLY

LUCKY LINDY Mks. I & III
By: Larry CONNOVER

0.10" DIA.

DTOX - P TIMER

1.40

1.24

1.33

0.093" O.D. BRASS 
TUBING

FUEL TANK - 0.015" TINPLATE 
- 18cc CAPACITY (Approx)

1
16" M.W. D/T 
HOOK

1
16" PLY DOUBLER FROM F2 TO F5

COWL ATTACHMENT - 0.125" DURAL - 2 OFF

COWL PATTERN - 0.025" ALUM. 

OS MAX  II 0.15

1
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1
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1
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1
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3
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1
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3
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1
8" x 25 32" HARD - TAPER 
TO 18" x 5 8 " AT TIP

1
8" x 18" HARD

1
8" x 18" SPRUCE

BALLAST BOX

1
16" PLY DOUBLER FROM F2 TO F7F2

F3
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1
8" BIRCH PLYVENTRAL FIN

1
8" BIRCH PLY TAILPLANE PLATFORM
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0.44
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TAP 
2-56

FIREWALL - 0.080" DURAL

4 3/8"

2 3/4"

1
8" x 12" x 534" MED. T. E. STOCK
 "AILERON" - RIGHT WING ONLY 

1
8" x 12" x 618" HARD DOUBLER - BOTH SIDES

1
8" x 18" MED. FIN SUPPORTS

LUCKY LINDY Mk. I FIN
-332" MED. SHEET - 2 OFF

LUCKY LINDY Mk. III FIN
- 332" MED. SHEET - 2 OFF

WING SECTION AT TIP ( STRAIGHT WING VERSION)
WING SECTION AT POLYHEDRAL BREAK ( TAPER WING VERSION)

WING SECTION - CENTRE TO POLYHEDRAL BREAK ( STRAIGHT WING VERSION)

WING SECTION - CENTRE TO DIHEDRAL BREAK ( TAPER WING VERSION)

WING SECTION AT TIP ( TAPER WING VERSION)

DRAWN: MKG 
FEBRUARY 2020
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Lucky Lindy Mk’s I and III by Larry Connover 






