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PLEASE NOTE, DUE TO THE RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED BY 

THE GOVERNMENT ON ALL MEETINGS DUE TO THE 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC, NO GENERAL MEETINGS WILL 

TAKE PLACE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 

March Topic: deferred 
 

Contacts: 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 
Editor: 
 Mike Glaister  (03) 9733 0431 or 0401 647 880 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. May/June 
 

NO FLYING – SEE NOTE ABOVE 
 

EDITORIAL:  
 Well, it seems that Cabin Fever has struck with a 
vengeance! Tout a coup, everybody has started to build models 
to alleviate the boredom!. With stacks of balsa and time to 
massacre it, several interesting projects are in train. But 
before I start on that, I would like to thank both Keith Murray 
and John Lewis for coming to my aid in tracking down the 
elusive Chine Wake of Paul van Leuven, (named “Maxina II b 
(C.E.M.)”) - one of the plans of the month. The three-view of 
the model has been archived by Adrian Bryant on his site under 
Design 0642, thanks Adrian. With respect to the above, I was 
wrong in attributing “The Warrigal” to PvL last month, as it was 
originally an Allen Edwards design, now much modified and (still) 
flown by John under the name “Warrego”. 
 Prior to the imposition of the lock-down, Don Bladier 
mentioned he was going to build an indoor scale model of the De 
Havilland DH 84 Dragon. Well, the model is now in existence, 
and what’s more it glides. It will be interesting to see if it still 
does once the two electric motors are fitted! 
 North of the border, Roy Summersby and Terry Bond have 
been toiling away, Roy building an outdoor free flight model of a 
SPAD XIII (read their comments on the situation below) 
 For my part, I have been refurbishing three A1s, the wings 
and, (recently discovered), two of the tailplanes, were donated 
by Vin Morgan. 
 Having negotiated the difficulty of removing the UV 
perished tissue and recovered the wings in Ikarex, I started 
building three tailplanes to suit. At this point in time, I emailed 
Vin for further information on his A1 models, as the three 
wings were (are) variations of the same basic design and seemed 
to relate to Vin’s series of VIM A1s of the ‘70’s and early ‘80’s. 
(VIM-1, 2, 3 and more). 
 Vin replied with several three views, which accurately 
identified the various versions of his design, but on looking at 
the three-views, I suddenly realised that I had two of the 
three very distinctive tailplanes depicted therein! By the time 
the penny dropped, I also had three additional newly-built 

tailplanes! AARGH! Vin’s A1’s will be the subject of the June 
Flypaper 
During these trying times with no meetings taking place on which 
to report, you still can’t avoid the heavy hand of financial 
accountability. Our Treasurer has provided the following report on 
the financial status of the VFFS for the month of April. 
 
 TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Bank Account  $2259.87 
Cash   $131.35 
Total   $2391.22 
Stock   $105.80 
 
 Currently there are 21 full members, 1 part member, 2 non-
flying members and 1 Flypaper sub. 
 
 MODELS OF THE MONTH 

 This month, a bit of a clean-up. First, the two remaining 
designs of the 1960’s “Power Quintette”, the models of Rolf Hagel 
(Switzerland) and John Shephard (NZ). 
 In addition to the above, some unfinished business with 
regard to Paul van Leuven, his chine Wake of 1984 called “Maxina 
(C.E.M.)”, the C.E.M. meaning Chine Equipped Model. In the text 
accompanying the reference drawing (Aeromodeller again) much is 
made of Frank Zaic’s “Circular Airflow” theories, a good empirical 
study of models in circular flight, worth a read. 
 

 
 
 Finally, my thanks to ma belle-soeur Caroline, who is the 
source of the ribaldry in this month’s edition (there were a lot 
more, but were, in the main, too risqué to be included) 
 

John Lewis on Jean-Paul van Leuven 
Paul was a bit eccentric. Well known in our local flying 

community but perhaps not known elsewhere was his belief in 
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biorhythms that he believed helped him to his second place at 
the World Champs. He also saw it as a good omen his model was 
called the Santa Maria (the same name as one of Christopher 
Columbus’ ships when he discovered America) and the event he 
attended was also in America. Paul also believed in the power of 
“pyramids” and claimed he stored his rubber under a pyramid to 
increase its energy! 

Paul was always inventing and he never stopped thinking 
about how things could be used by the aeromodelling community. 
I remember visiting him in hospital when he was dying of cancer. 
He pointed to a small clear plastic valve attached to plastic 
tubing that entered his body. He said John do you think the 
team race boys could use these for their fuel cut offs. 

Paul served as the MAAQ Free Flight administrator for 
many years. His main love was Wakefield, but he also made some 
impressive scale models and liked playing around with electric 
motors. I admit we used to tease him a bit, but he would do 
anything for us and would spend most of the week at a nationals 
timing and helping his Qld. club mates after his Wakefield 
event was over. He is a member of the MAAA hall of fame but 
you probably know that. Paul was a true aeromodeller that loved 
to design and create. He never stopped fiddling with the trim 
and after he would have 3 maxes up, he would start altering the 
trim - sometimes this allowed me to get ahead when an 
adjustment failed to provide a good outcome. We all miss Bob 11 
up here. 

John Lewis 
PS: I have knocked up an article on my Warrigal development 
that may be of interest to you and I have included some photos 
- feel free to use anything you find useful. 
 Thank you John, I will take you up on your offer ED 
 

 
 

Some further thoughts by John on PvL: 
Paul and I flew a lot of F1B together in Queensland and 

interstate years ago.(By the way he was commonly referred to 
in Qld as Bob 11 (and still is by some like George Baynes). 

He got this nickname when he rang Vic Stewart at work. 
Vic’s secretary reported there was a guy on the phone wanting 
to speak to him. Vic was one of our club members and high up in 
the public service. Paul was Dutch Indonesian and had an accent. 
When he said it was Paul van Leuven the secretary didn’t 
understand what he had said and reported to Vic there was a 
guy called Bob 11 on the phone. And hence Paul van Leuven 
became Bob 11 in our flying group. 

Paul never flew a Warrigal but I did and modified the 
design a lot - I will supply some information on that as well 
tomorrow. 

Below is an extract from our December 2010 BFFS 
newsletter of my Free Flight experiences with the part that 
refers to Paul. 

The first Nationals I attended was the 27th Nats held at 
Amberley. 38 entries in A2 Sailplane, 31 entries in HLG, 11 entries 
in junior HLG – I guess there were a lot of people flying models in 
those days. I placed fifth in Wakefield in a field of 15. I think I 
achieved the same result at the Goulburn Nats a year later. 
 

 

 
 
Australia’s top F1B flyers - 1977 Paul van Leuven and John 
Lewis 
 

It was here the reigning Wakefield champion Dave Tongway 
provided me with drawings of his propeller, which greatly 
improved my success in Wakefield. 

At that Nats Paul van Leuven confided in me that he was 
getting 120 in/oz from his fully wound Wakefield motors. I 
relayed this information to Dave Tongway who assured me this 
was not possible. I informed Paul of this opinion and in the first 
round of Wakefield at that Nats Paul achieved 165sec. Paul 
insisted he should have wound up to 120 instead of 110 and if he 
had he would have maxed. While preparing my model for the 
second round, Paul in a conspiratorial hushed voice said “John – 
look 120”, as he displayed the pointer on his torque meter. No 
sooner did he relay this smug remark the motor exploded and the 
rear of his model with twin fin tail plane fell on to the ground. His 
repairs were less than successful and his scores throughout the 
day were down.  

Consequently I never wound over 110 in/oz. 10 years later I 
had won 3 National Wakefield Championships and flew in Goulburn 
at the 1983 World Champs. It was the only world champs I have 
flown in and although a great experience I doubt I have the 
motivation to do so again. I flew as part of the Australian team in 
F1A and F1B in 1978 in New Zealand and although chosen for the 
1979 World Champs lack of finances allowed Paul Van Leuven to 
take my place. Paul had far more self-belief than me and I think 
his confidence and good preparation led him to a well-deserved 
second place. 

John Lewis 

Oh What a Wonderful World 
Never in the history of the world have we been told to stay 

at home and do what we enjoy most (well nearly) and get PAID for 
it.  
GOD BLESS AUSTRALIA.  

They have just given me $750 to stay at home as well as 
$250 for travel. Travel!! if I go out to spend my easy money I can 
get fined and they would take the whole $1000 back. Just not on, 
I don’t give it back that easy.  

You can work in the garden; but you would need stuff from 
Bunning’s. You can do the painting that’s so badly needed, Bunning’s 
again, we must not spread the virus so NO going to Bunning’s. This 
also applies to all those other nasty jobs you don’t want to do. 
So just what do we aeromodellers do?  
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Well my thoughts are why not start at the bottom of ‘must 
build that one day list”. Why start at the bottom you ask, well 
this keeps the enthusiasm up to get to your favourite plane in 
the weeks or months that we might be house bound. If you are 
anything like me, you have a drawer full of plans and enough 
balsa to keep you busy for the rest of this year and a few more 
after that. Just think, you are building models that can’t be 
crashed for some time! The only disadvantage to this will be 
finding somewhere to put them.  

I have started building a SPAD XIII, - 890mm span to add 
to my WW1 fleet. Being a biplane there’s a bit more work in it, 
and this is good, as we are trying to fill in our time. I will most 
likely get stuck for materials when it comes to paints, but on 
line you can buy anything, and have it at your door in a few days. 

Roy Summersby.  
 
And more on the same subject from Terry Bond 
 
My next-door neighbour has that hangdog expression as he 

walks around his 1/4-acre domain saying he has nothing to do 
and he is bored. Well I can only say that he is missing the 
opportunity of a lifetime. 

In the last few weeks I have managed to build nine indoor 
models, part finish a Piper Cub with floats, finished a small open 
power model, start a ’54 Wakefield, draw up an Open Rubber 
model and wash my hands a thousand times. I can now visit Roy 
Summersby’s eBay page and check on engines for sale any time 
I want! I have managed to phone many of my flying friends for 
extended periods of time and email them ridiculous rubbish 
about anything. I have also received heaps of the same in 
return. How could you possibly say that time in the slammer is 
wasted. 
Having a beer with the neighbours in the cul de sac is no longer 
a quiet seat under the tree in front of my house. Beer O’ Clock 
is now called Driveway Drinks, naturally maintaining spatial 
distance, where all the neighbours sit on chairs in their 
driveway and yell and laugh and discuss their current projects. 
Wives of course peek from behind curtains and screen doors to 
ensure we are seated at the appropriate distance. 
Other chores have included house cleaning (what a bore), 
cutting the lawn, trimming the roses (another bore but 
hopefully to destruction), with all these things being subsidised 
by our friendly government. That $750 went to the registration 
of a vehicle, which has been sitting in the driveway collecting 
dust and saving petrol compulsorily. 

Now back to excitement city; the model room! I am still 
working on the ’54 Wakefield with input from Roy, Mike 
Glaister and the odd magazine. Perhaps some inquiries via SEN 
might help. At least I am now aware of some of the rules. While 
I beaver away at this model, I cannot match Roy’s speed and 
quality building.  

What will the next project be???? 
007 

 
 

Models of the Month 

 With being confined to barracks, I found the time to 
complete the two remaining drawings of the “Power Quintette” of 
the 1960 World Championships. Compared to the surfeit of 
information with regard to Larry Conover’s “Lucky Lindy”, the 
references for Rolf Hagel’s “Mister Max” and John Shephard’s 
“Glo Worm” were thin on the ground, a single reference for each, 
both from Aeromodeller. (Two if you count Frank Zaic’s drawings, 
but he used the Aeromodeller drawings to come up with his) 
 Rolf Hagel’s model was unusual when compared to the others 
in several respects, the first being the aerofoil which differed by 
being semi-symmetrical back to about 60% with a pronounced 
camber thereafter. The second point of note was the use of an 
external fuel tank, sketched as “vaguely” oval (probably plastic) in 
the reference(s). No indication of timer location was given, leading 
to the thought that NONE was used and that Hagel relied on a 
visual indication of fuel load as a means of timing! Shades of Power 
Ratio! Improbable but possible in those 15-second motor run days. 
 One further point, in both references the motor is sketched 
in as being upright. The fuselage width is too narrow to 
accommodate a beam-mounted Oliver Tiger III in that position 
and a sidewinder layout is the more probable. I have shown the 
“Tiger” in an upright position, which is wrong. 
 John Shephard’s model is far more conventional, the 
aerofoils he used were developed by Mike Gaster for his 
“Gastove” of some five years earlier, the wing structure 
reminiscent of Vic Jay’s 1958 UK team entry. John must have 
been in close correspondence with both of the above-mentioned 
flyers as the “Glo Worm” was developed from their suggestions. 
The name chosen for the model is also intriguing, Glo Worm would 
suggest that the model was powered by a Glow plug engine, but an 
ETA 15D was used 
 PvL’s “Maxina” was a development of his ’79 second-place 
models and apart from the “Chine” was unremarkable. Paul had 
very definite ideas on the efficacy of the chine, but if so, it would 
have been adopted widely by others. I can’t find reference to any 
other successful model using a similar device. Having said that, 
PvL did have much success with his designs, how much attributable 
to fine trimming techniques and how much to novel configurational 
changes is anyone’s guess, Paul was in no doubt. 
 (Leading Edge Extensions promote strong vortical flow, 
useful in maintaining control, but only at high angles of attack, 
(F/A-18 for example)) 
  
 








