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MEETING ARRANGEMENTS FOR OCTOBER HAVE BEEN 

CANCELLED DUE TO THE ONGOING LOCKDOWN IN THE 

GREATER MELBOURNE AREA. AFTER, AND POSSIBLY 

BEFORE THE 18TH OF THIS MONTH, THERE IS TO BE A 

REVIEW AND POSSIBLE FURTHER RELAXATION OF 

RESTRICTIONS THAT MAY PERMIT THE NOVEMBER 

MEETING TO GO AHEAD. MEMBERS WILL BE ADVISED 

OF ANY DEVELOPMENTS BY EMAIL. 
 

October Topic: None, possibly November? 
 

Contacts: 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 
Editor: 
 Mike Glaister  (03) 9733 0431 or 0401 647 880 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. October/November 
 
October Outdoor flying P30, Hervey,O/R – Eynesbury 
 
November Outdoor flying at Eynesbury 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE - 30/10/20 
We don’t normally discuss town planning in this free flight 

newsletter but it’s a topic that has come up recently in 

discussions about flying sites that 60s Coupe postal participants 
can get to without travelling more than 5km. You would think 

that those living in the fresh air of outer Melbourne would have 

better access to calm-morning-2-minute-fields than the 

residents of the inner suburbs but it turns out that this is not 

the case. When Melbourne was originally laid out land was not 

such a scarce resource so relatively large areas were set aside 

as public parks. In contrast, when the greedy developers were 

dividing up the surrounding countryside they were loath to give 

away too many blocks so there is somewhat of a dearth of large 

vacant areas in the outer suburbs. 
Which brings us to Royal Park. Royal Park used to have 

several cricket ovals but some years ago they, together with 

the eyesore toilet block have been replaced with a much more 

useful area known as the Native Grassland Circle. It’s 400m in 

diameter and the outfield of moderately spaced trees extends 

a few 100m further. It’s not a bad trimming field and on a calm 

morning suitable for 2-minute flights - if you are careful. 

Several of us Sean, Leigh and Vin used it on September 28 and 

29 to put in some 60’s Coupe flights just before the deadline at 

the end of the month. They weren’t without drama and the 
stories were related to your editor Mike who has assembled 

them into a report. Mike, being a denizen of outer Melbourne 

was unable to find any flyable areas. He’s not happy. 

EDITORIAL:  
First, a disclaimer: when I first started to write this month’s 
editorial I was doing so in complete ignorance of what was about 
to transpire some 20 – 25 kilometres to the West. The 

President’s report and various other communications appeared in 
the mailbox soon thereafter. I couldn’t be bothered writing and 
rewriting what appears directly below, so if this newsletter 
appears more disjointed than usual – tant pis! 
 

 Slowly, very slowly the COVID-19 fog is lifting and a light at 

the end of this seemingly endless time-tunnel is beginning to be 

perceived. With luck, by the 18th of this month we will be granted 

the freedom, (albeit wearing masks and keeping to social 
distancing rules), to be able to venture out to Eynesbury. Such 

freedom, if granted, will come too late for several of us to 

participate in this year’s ‘60’s Coupe Postal, but nevertheless the 

intervening period until the “window” opens for 2021 can be put to 

good use by trimming out and fine tuning those hastily-finished 

efforts, the progeny of this disastrous year. Apart from that, 

there is still the Garnham and several other local events to keep 

us amused. 

 Reflecting on the last six months, it is regrettable that the 

one good day when the window of opportunity was cracked open 

(and then shortly thereafter, slammed firmly shut!) was wasted by 
(nearly) all of us. (Sean did manage to get one “official” flight in 

and Leigh managed four  – see addendum to this editorial. (I had 

my usual problems but was eventually in a position to start flying 

officials with my “Ferion”. I then made the regrettable decision to 

wait until the next opportunity – which, for me at least, never 

eventuated!)). 

 Apart from whingeing about our own particular woes, this 

bloody plague has also thrown into complete disarray almost all of 

the AFFS arrangements for an orderly team selection process in 

time for next year’s World Championships, which are due to be 
held in France. (Good luck with that, France is currently enduring 

a second wave of this pestilential Coronavirus even more virulent 

than the first). 

 Various electronic smoke signals (emails) have indicated that 

there is the possibility of a truncated one-off event sometime 

this month, but due to the ongoing uncertainty nothing (as yet) 

has emerged from the ether. 

 ADDENDUM: Referring back to the first two paragraphs of 

this editorial, Janet, Leigh, Sean and Vin managed to take 

advantage of a reasonably calm day on the 28th of September and 
get out and fly their ‘60’s coupes at Royal Park, which is within the 

allowable five-kilometre radius from their respective homes. (For 

those unfamiliar with the local geography, Royal Park is just north 

of the CBD (2-3 km.) and is where the Melbourne Zoo is located. 

It is also the place where the ill-fated Bourke and Wills 

expedition set out from in 1860). (See aerial photo of the area) 

 Within the park there is a large open area, designated as a 

“Native Grassland Circle” which has remained largely untouched 

and relatively secluded. Remarkable, considering it’s proximity to 

central Melbourne. 

 The photo below gives a good idea of the area (Sean, wearing 
mask and social distancing, as is appropriate, returning having 

retrieved his Dwarf Dip III). 

 

Name 1st. 2nd. 3rd.. 4th. 5th.. Total 

L. Morgan 120 120 120 120 99 579 

V. Morgan 120 120 120 120 DNF 480 

S. O’ Connor 102 112 89 120 DNF 423 
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Sean Returns – max flights were D/T’ing near the tree line  

 

 All did not go quite as well as hoped however as Vin tree’d 

his Deuzio and had to return a little later with some aluminium 

poles to extend the reach of the fibreglass telescopic roach 

pole. Leigh, lucky as always, managed to avoid trouble and 

completed her five flights. Sean suffered a similar fate to that 

of Vin, temporarily losing his model in the trees. When found, it 

proved to be a little easier to extract from the foliage than in 

Vin’s case. He did lose a tracking beacon though. (Later found, 

see Sean’s letter) 

 

 
Vin in Tree – second retrieval attempt (successful) 

 

ADDENDUM to the ADDENDUM: Vin: “Well after the 
afternoon of tree extraction the wind was up and there was no 
possibility of any more flights on the 29th. I still needed two 
more so we were out again the next morning. The prediction was 
for relatively light wind very early. Flight number 4 was 
launched just after 7 am. 

The model drifted slowly south in the glide. No D/T! Leigh 
lost sight of the model after about 4 minutes and I used the 
tracker to locate it in a tree near the Children’s Hospital. Back 
home for the extension poles again and again no more flights.” 

You have to press the actuating lever down (and hold it for a few 
seconds) to wake ‘em up from “sleep” mode Vin - I will refrain 
from further comment – (chuckles smugly) - Ed 
 

Sean’s Letter 
Earlier in September, Vin and I discussed possible inner city 

flying sites and Vin pointed out Royal Park and its Native 
Grassland Circle. 

I had thought it would be too far from us, but checking I 
found the area Vin had mentioned and it was close enough,(within 
5km radius), much better than John Cain park in Northcote. 

About the same time I injured my leg making flying activity 
more than I could manage. Time passed and some very nice 
mornings went unused. These weren't forecast but as Royal Park 
is so close to the Morgans I thought they may have given it a go. 

Late last week it was evident that Monday would probably be 
nice and the last chance to make flights, and my leg was (now) 
usable. I asked Vin if he'd tried Royal Park and he replied that he 
hadn’t and thought that Princes Park was just as good and more 
accessible. 

Checking out the map I concluded that Princes Park had some 
problems for flights over 1 minute or so in light and variable drift 
so I decided to go to Royal Park early-ish on Monday morning and 
give it a go, while Vin thought he and Leigh would try Princes Park 
and maybe come on to Royal Park. 

As it turned out Vin and Leigh were already in action at Royal 
Park when Janet and I arrived about 7.30. (There was) no point in 
starting too early because the grass (long and dense in places) 
would be wet and the forecast was nice to at least midday. 

The drift was very light and variable because there was some 
convection. My shortest flight was in down air and the last was in 
nice lift. We should have spent more time deciding on the best 
launch point as I had anticipated that there were dogs and dog 
walkers, but they turned out to be uninterested in model planes. 

My last flight wound up in a small tree and was easily 
dislodged with my pole, but it took a long time to find due to 
inconsistent signals much like last year at Eynesbury. With the aid 
of Vin's Yagi I narrowed it down to a point on the edge of a big 

bank of shrubs where two women were conversing. I had been 
politely avoiding them as I wandered about waving the antenna but 
finally I saw DD III a few meters up in a tree just the other side 
of their spot. It transpired that they knew it was there and were 
aware of me wandering about but said nothing!  

By the time I recovered DD III I was out of energy but in 
the meantime Vin had tree’d his Deuzio in a different belt of 
trees, so Janet and I went off with Vin and Leigh to provide moral 
support and some assistance to recovery efforts using various 
combinations of my pole and Vin's and even an attempt at tree 
climbing. 

Eventually Vin decided that he needed to fabricate a (more) 
robust extension for his pole and we went our separate ways 
home. I was now so low on energy that I managed to convey the 
tracker to the litter at the base of a street tree as I moved the 
models from the car to the house without having any real memory 
of how it happened. 

S O’C 
 Further on the ‘60’s Coupe Postal. Looking at the Hippocket 

Aeronautics website, it appears that Tim Hayward-Brown, Dave 

Puterill and several other South Australians have also been having 

fun in an almost as congestive and constrained area as that of the 
Victorian trio. What was most noticeable was the preponderance 

of a single design, the “Deuzio”. The contest is rapidly developing 

the shape of a single-design contest! Now as. I have been pushing 

this competition for months (if not years), I have collected, drawn 

and published a considerable number of suitable alternative 

designs. If you are interested in adding to your fleet, contact me 

for a list and a PDF of your next project! 
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The “Native Grass Circle”, Royal Park – about 400m in 

diameter and no rocks, but trouble awaits in every direction 

Children’s Hospital Complex Bottom LH corner 

 

 After all that, it’s a bit of a let-down to just have to 

announce that the models of the month are both Vintage era 

designs, one Australian (Art Lonergan), and one British (W. 

Hicks). 

The Lonergan model is his “New Superstick”, first 

published in “Hobbies Illustrated” in March 1949 and 

subsequently in FFDU in August/October ’96. The design of Mr. 
Hicks was published in “Model Aircraft” in May 1950. Both 

would qualify for Vintage under the Australian rules, while, in 

addition, the Hicks model might also qualify for the new AMA 

rules regarding Vintage Wakefields. (It is a Wakefield – just) 

 

Model of the Month 
 

 I was prompted to draw (or redraw) Art Lonergan’s  “New 

Superstick” when I received a snail-mail package from Max 

Newcome containing a reprint of the FFDU plan and some 

correspondence between Art and Max (reproduced below). I 

had seen this design before (in FFDU) and had largely dismissed 

it, primarily because of the weird pylon arrangement, it just 

didn’t look “right”. 

 At Max’s request, I drew the plan shown herein, converting 

the Imperial dimensions to Metric. In the process the penny 
dropped (eventually) that the model fitted into that short-lived 

category of immediate post-war lightweights exemplified by 

Norman Marcus’ “Dynamite” plus sundry others. With regard to 

the construction, the Marquardt S4 – type aerofoil is a bit 

unusual and the very lightly constructed tailplane and fin would 

indicate a very careful approach to covering and doping (also 

the wing)  

 Anyway, to Art’s letter, anyone who has had any dealings 

with Art will recognise the slightly eccentric style:  

 

Dear Max, 
 No doubt you will be surprised to hear from me after all 
this time! But I realised the other day that when we moved 
house and home about 18 months ago, I automatically lost touch 
with a lot of people like yourself that I enjoyed hearing from 
occasionally; so, belatedly, decided to correct the situation. I 
remember that your interest at the time was largely confined 
to chuck gliders and catapult gliders; I am still active flying 
same but on a much reduced scale as I have had a multitude of 
operations on my rotator cuffs and hips over the past few 
years. 
 One thing I still enjoy flying is rubber models, mainly the 
simple stick-model variety that I enjoyed flying so many years 
ago. I found a Munson Lite Button timer a couple of months ago, 

and as my swan-song to aeromodelling, decided to build another 
copy of my “New Superstick” design which I last built (and lost) 
35 years ago. 
 This design was published in FFDU 4 or 5 years ago and about 
six months ago I sent a copy of the plan over to my old mate Col 
Williamson, who was residing at the time in Plymouth, U.K. He 
wrote back to me a few months later and said that he had built 
two of them and that a draughtsman-mate of his wanted my 
permission to draw-up an accurate scale copy of the plan so that 
he could then compete in the local SAM1066, so I guess that is 
recommendation enough! But I enjoy flying this “hot” model so 
much I thought I would shoot a copy of the plan down to you so 
you can show all those S.A. oldtimers just how well some of those 
old Vintage rubber models used to perform, it would certainly 
make a lot of those old Vintage Wakefielders green with envy; and 
all of this on only 12 feet of rubber. 
 Whilst it is not a model for the ham-fisted, the results are 
well worth a bit of finicky building. If by chance you are not really 
into rubber models, please feel free to pass the plan on to one of 
the recognised bods like Malcolm Chase, Mal Sharpe or Don Howie 

Art Lonergan  
 
 With regard to the Hicks Wakefield, dubbed “Simon” by it’s 

originator, it’s general design closely follows that of Ron Waring’s 

“Zombie V”, but where Waring’s design is close to the allowable 

maximum area of 19 Dm2, “Simon” is 17.9 Dm2. Further, the 

apparent polyhedral of the wing is non-existent, according to the 

dimensions given, the combined dihedral/polyhedral forms a 

straight line from root to tip!  

 There are several departures from Waring’s methods; the 

most visible being the single-leg U/C and the asymmetric “anti-

spin” offset ventral fin, the U/C leg being offset to the left, the 
ventral fin to the right. With the aid of the central ventral fin 

the model would have been able to pass the “free standing” 

requirement for a Wakefield of that era, but would be teetering 

on the brink. 

 The other notable departure, was to locate the “belt buckle” 

free-wheel mechanism outside the spinner – Waring located this 

inside the spinner and from my own experience with the ”Zombie”, 

it proved “troublesome” – you have to be very, very sure, purely by 

feel and with no visual reference, that the latch engages the 

free-wheel loop, otherwise you can (will) have a “shaft run”, a 

veritable “Brown Corduroy” moment! 
 

 
To inspire further ‘60’s coupe building - Sean’s new Baron Hunter  

 

 

 






