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 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 

FIRST Tuesday in February (2nd) at the TERMINUS 
HOTEL, 492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. Meeting will 
commence at 8:00pm, Kitchen open at 6:00pm (actually all day). 
NOTE: Upon entering the hotel, you will be required to sign in 
either by scanning the QR code with your phone or by entering 
your details at the reception. 
 

February Topic: Anything you want to discuss! (Until 
some stability returns and we can resume normal 
operations, perhaps after we have all been inoculated 
against the virus, it is a fatuous exercise setting, or 
trying to set fixed topics of discussion)  
 

Contacts: 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 
Editor: 
 Mike Glaister  (03) 9733 0431 or 0401 647 880 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. November/December 
 
February Outdoor flying P30, Hervey,O/R – Eynesbury 
 
March Outdoor flying at Eynesbury 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE - 28/1/21 
Hello everyone. It’s been a while since our meeting at the 

Terminus on December 1. Since then I know a number of you 
enjoyed the lunch put on by Darien and his family (official 
caterers to the VFFS). I was sorry not to be there. We need to 
thank them. 

It has also been a long time since we have been to 
Eynesbury. The last time was November 18 even before our 
first Terminus meeting after the lockdown ended on December 
1. Why so long? We are allowed out now. Well, the good excuse, 
the one we always use has this time, to a large extent been true 
- the weather has been awful. I know it is not the best time of 
year but there has hardly been any flyable days! I just hope 
now we are heading towards autumn things will get better. 
We don’t have a meeting topic for Tuesday (Tuesday, February 
2 or possibly Tuesday, February 9 – depends on the Terminus at 
the time of writing) 
We could discuss our perpetual trophies… and what we should 
do in the coming flying season. 

See you Tuesday…..Vin 

EDITORIAL: 
 Welcome to 2021, the first newsletter for 2021, and good-
bye to a disastrous 2020! 
 Before I begin the usual drivel, I must first thank, on behalf 
of all attendees, Darien Cassidy, his wife Joy and their 
daughter Bridget. In a normal year, Joy and Bridget would have 
catered for an end-of-year lunch down at the Sandringham 

indoor venue, but as we are all too aware, 2020 was far from a 
“normal” year. Not to be put off by a mere deadly virus, Darien 
and Joy welcomed all VFFS members to their home, strictly 
observing all Covid-19 prevention protocols (no more than 15 
guests), for a late-January lunch, ably prepared by Joy and 
Bridget. Apart from the fact that the lunch was both plentiful 
and delicious, this event was a very welcome and encouraging 
introduction to the new year of aeromodelling activity and 
hopefully an omen of better things to come. 
 To repeat, thank you Darien, Joy and Bridget on behalf of the 
VFFS in general and especially from those able to attend. 

Ed. 
  With indoor activity still in abeyance due to the punitive cost 
of accessing the Sandringham venue (at the moment) and with 
outdoor flying at the mercy of the elements, (wind, heat, rain or a 
combination of all three) there have been no flying events to 
report on. This has not slowed, and may have added impetus to the 
production of new models and the refurbishment of several 
others. Two of the most prolific builders of recent days have 
been Don Boughton and Don Bladier. Fresh from the completion of 
his new ‘60’s Garricoupe, illustrated in the December edition of 
Flypaper, Don Boughton has now built a replica of his ‘55 Wake. He 
was thwarted in finally finishing the model as he couldn’t obtain 
any orange and blue tissue (the colours of the original) from the 
usual source, Peter Lloyd. I was able to help him out with 
sufficient, hopefully ample, tissue to complete the project, and am 
looking forward to seeing the completed model, perhaps at the 
February meeting. 
 Don Bladier, now restricted to indoor flying (both Dons are now 
well into their 80s) has nevertheless not slowed down and has 
been hard at work producing indoor models (Peanuts and indoor 
Scale) and has of late been experimenting with micro electric 
models powered by even tinier motors the energy source of which 
are super-capacitors. Quite unknowingly (Don does not subscribe 
to FFQ) he is paralleling similar experiments, which were reported 
in the January edition of FFQ!  
 There is much of interest to behold when we transition from 
Covid-normal (whatever that means) to normal sometime in the 
hopefully not to distant future  
 I was also going to report on my own latest efforts, which can 
only be characterised as a string of disasters culminating in the 
final insult, painting the new model box, (for P30s), with 
(unknowingly) a moisture-laden brush and discovering to my horror 
just how incompatible water and epoxy is/are! The resultant mess, 
now rock-hard, would take millennia to sand off (I’ve tried!) so I 
have decided to leave bad enough alone. Please restrain your mirth 
when you catch sight of the box, or at least refrain from adding 
to my chagrin by ribald commentary! 
 Perhaps a little more detail on the above is required: Talking to 
our President about the manufacture of model boxes sometime 
prior to Covid, he was highly critical of the amount of internal 
reinforcement in my existing ones, his view being that I should 
edge-glue the sides, top and bottom and then reinforce the joints 
with strips of fibreglass tape. Not bad advice really, but I 
declined to heed it!  
 So, early in the disastrous year of 2020, I approached a local 
CNC firm about precision-cutting all the bits for two new model 
boxes out of a single sheet of ply, this required some deft 
planning and drafting to produce a vector-graphic file suitable for 

     Newsletter of the Victorian Free Flight Society Inc. A0007493L 
         http://members.optushome.com.au/vffs/ 

Flypaper FEBRUARY 2021 



Page 2 of 2 

the CNC cutting machine. The various bits were to fit together 
like a three-dimensional jigsaw, and in such a way as to eliminate 
any need to fibreglass the internal joints -. I was very smug 
about the final results, but in reality I had set myself up for a 
monumental comedown! 
 Communication between said firm and myself was lost due to 
the harsh but necessary Covid-19 restrictions and it wasn’t 
until, some seven months later that I could retrieve the bits 
and start assembly – that’s when problems arose! First, I 
thought that the parts were to be laser-cut, but instead they 
had, and despite assurances to the contrary, used a different 
machine that cut profiles with a 3mm. bull-nose router. 
 This meant that all the myriad slots and keys I had cunningly 
planned for had to be de-radiused and/or cleaned out, a process 
that took hours and hours of mind-numbing filing. I then 
discovered during assembly that the parts didn’t fit! The “firm” 
had re-registered the blank sheet of ply on the CNC machine 
mid-way through the process but this time with a 3mm. error! 
Another bout of mindless filing! I should have used Vin’s 
method! 
 Plans for this month are another ‘60’s Coupe, “Neptune”, the 
two flyoff models at the ‘59’ A2 World Championships, that of 
Jerry Ritz (“Continental”) and Juri Sokolov. And finally Don 
Boughton’s ’55 Wake.(mentioned above) 
 

VFFS General Meeting 1/12/20 

Location: Terminus Hotel(First meeting since AGM on 7/7/20) 

Meeting opened: 8:10 

Present: M. Glaister, A. Koralgama, D. Cassidy, V. Morgan, 
   L. Morgan, T Denyer, D Boughton. S. O’Connor, 
 G. Higgins, H. Sokol. 
 

Apologies:P. Butler, D. Sutherland. 

Visitors: Nil 

Minutes of lastGeneral Meeting: 

We had a sort-of-meeting in Darling Gardens on 15/11/20. 

Ten members present (just the number allowed to gather 
outside).  

One apology 

 

1. We ate lunch (with cake). It didn’t rain but it was 
windy which inhibited normal meeting functions somewhat. 

2. There was some show and tell. 

3. Darien raised the idea of a lunch at his place in 
December. 

Correspondence In: Control Line News 

Reports:  

Secretary/Treasurer: 

Cash      72.40, 
Bank   2428.20, 
Total  2500.60 
Stock    101.80 

Members: 
Full  18, 
Part  1 
Non Flying 2. 
 

Motions on notice: None 
 

General Business: There was some discussion on Outdoor 
Comps at Eynesbury. The suggestion that there should be a 

nominated class each month was favoured. We can probably 
manage P-30 / Garnham and the 'early morning Open Rubber one 
unlimited flight' in May if not earlier. 

Future meetings:  

The field: The grass was very long.  

Flying: See report of recent activities by Mike Glaister in 
December FlyPaper. 

The Club: 

Things have changed quite a lot in the last 50 (yes!) years. 
We now don’t do a lot of the things that were normal in 1970 (or 
1960, or 1940…). So we should think about what we now want from 
the club. The main activity of the past – having a contest calendar 
and flying in Club, State and National events has (mostly) died 
away. We still go flying, and we have quite a good field at 
Eynesbury, but this is done on good weather calls, not as per a 
calendar date 

Is this OK? 

Meetings format: We have discussion topics that work 
reasonably well. Other options might be presentations by a 
member followed by general discussion. 

I don’t think we want to have big model contests at 
Eynesbury (too much hard work, the field is only suitable on some 
days….) 

We do intend to have small (2-minute) model contests and we 
will do the Shaw Cup (OR) flyoff comp on a suitable day (better 
get ready) and we will have the 2021 Garnham. (P30) 

Is there any interest in a very small class such as the P-20 
they fly in QLD. - Your call…… 

Next meeting: We should be able to have a normal meeting at 
the Terminus on Tuesday February 2, 2021. 

Close: 9:05 

 
 NEPTUNE by Zd. Raska, Czechoslovakia 
 While looking for reference material in the 1969-70 
Aeromodeller Annual (p59), I came across this particular design 
that I had previously overlooked or discarded for one spurious 
reason or another. Apart from the details contained in the Annual, 
I have not been able to find any further information on this 
model, so the following comments are purely observations based 
on scanty evidence. 
 First the design conforms to the L2/200 rule and by extension 
the ROG and 100gm. minimum weight requirement, indicating that 
it is an early ‘60’s design. In many ways it resembles the French 
designs of the period, being very close to the later “Deuzio” both 
in size and moments with a Matherat/Meritte wing spar layout. 
The “cabin” is unusual for the period while the fairing from slab-
sided to circular at the spinner could present a few difficulties in 
building. I have shown a “Reverse Montreal” stop in the drawing, 
but it may equally (probably) have had a normal tension stop. 
 

Jerry Ritz and the “CONTINENTAL” 
 Jerry Ritz’s “Continental” was a radical departure from 
conventional A/2 design practice (at the time and since – I can’t 
think of another design which has used a similar construction type 
or method). Apart from the novel construction of the wings and 
the aspect ratio of the sparless wings, the extreme tip dihedral 
of the relatively small tips is a distinctive and defining feature of 
the design 
 Ritz had represented the US at the previous 1957 A/2 World 
Championships which were held that year in Czechoslovakia and 
was cognisant of typical central European weather conditions, the 
Continental was designed with that in mind. The following text, in 
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Jerry’s own words, accompanied the primary source drawing in 
MAN 

“Ever since flying in the Nordic finals in Czechoslovakia in 
1957, I had been mulling over a design for a Nordic to take the 
best possible advantage of the European weather conditions. A 
description of the weather would be relatively calm air, average 
low humidity with frequent light showers, and light, small-
diameter thermals. In summary, the weather is more 'delicate' 
than the average weather in the States, and the model must be 
designed to be compatible with these conditions.  

In June, when I won the Nordic eliminations and Central 
States semi-finals for a place on the US team, I quickly got 
down on paper all my thoughts on the model for European air 
conditions. It took all of my spare time during the month of 
July to design this model. There were good reasons for this. 
First of all, the model must have a very slow, flat glide, and 
excellent stability to be able to more surely feel out and take 
advantage of the light European thermals. Secondly, the model 
must be completely adjustable for every phase of flight 
control, and last but not least I wanted the craft to be as 
aesthetically perfect as I could make it, as my feelings about 
Nordic are such that I could not countenance flying a semi clap-
trap model. I built the first model of this design, dubbed 'The 
Continental', in the first week of August and took it out to the 
De Kalb Cloud Dusters Contest to test fly. It was an ideal day 
without too much wind, and I got in nearly 40 Nordic flights, 
including one stretch of 17 maxes in a row. Glide was 
satisfactory for a start, but tow control was not all that I 
wanted. The second model was underway at this time, and I put 
in a little more dihedral and a longer moment arm. During the 
second week of August and the following weekend, I spent all 
my spare time flying like mad - over 300 flights inside of 10 
days. The second model towed beautifully and, due to a slightly 
higher-cambered section, had an even slower glide and lower 
sinking speed than the first, so it became my #1 calm air job.  

I might add that the performance of these ships was all 
that I had hoped for, and in fact was so outstanding in test 
flying the day before the International meet in Belgium that 
the French team, among others, openly said that they would bet 
that I would win. In the contest itself, the tow feel was so 
sensitive that on each flight, I knew the model was in thermal 
air before I let it go. Even on the fifth flight, when I let the 
#2 model off the hook at a height of about 80 feet on making 
the ¾ - turn, I wasn't too concerned, as I knew the air I was 
towing in had more upward movement than the sinking speed of 
the model.  

The rudder with its lifting section and large tab does not 
allow the model to slip or bank away from a thermal cone, but 
tends to force it inward. The very short nose coupled with the 
long tail moment and super light tail give the model terrific 
stability and recovery..." 
 

Jiri Sokolov’s A/2 
 Jiri Sokolov had, like Ritz, represented his country at the 
1957 World Championships in Czechoslovakia, so the two flyers 
were well known to one another, at least from a competitive 
standpoint. Sokolov’s 1959 model was a slight refinement of the 
earlier 1957 version, the ’57 model serving as reserve for the 
Bourg-Leopold contest. Both the ’57 and ’59 models used spruce 
for the main structural elements but even so were very lightly 
constructed, incredibly so when compared to the Ritz model 
which stood apart and in stark contrast to those of all the 
other competitors. 
 The most distinctive feature of Sokolov’s model was the 
forward dorsal “keel”, which extended from the nose to just aft 
of the wings - made from 2mm. thick Duralumin (or the Russian 
equivalent thereof). The rest of the model followed 
conventional practice. 

 Jiri placed second in the ’57 contest, won by Slobodan Babic of 
Yugoslavia, having dropped (slightly) his 4th and 5th.flights, he 
repeated the effort in ’59, 
One further point worth noting: Ritz made a pracice of covering 
his models in deep red silk to aid visibility; Sokolov’s model was 
covered in orange, possibly faded, tissue. In the flyoff, Sokolov’s 
model was clocked off OOS at 329 seconds while Ritz’s was timed 
to the ground at 401 seconds. Despite that, Sokolov’s model was 
retrieved further down wind than Ritz’ Continential. What does 
that suggest? 
 

Don Boughton’s 1955 Wakefield 
 Don, along with Ron Bird and Alan King, all from ESMAC, (which 
later devolved into the VFFS), and Joined by R.S.B. (Bond) Baker 
(Qld.) represented Australia at the 1955 World Championships in 
Germany. With that country still being under semi-allied 
occupation the contest was organised and sponsored by the 
USAAF and held at the USAAF air base at Mainz-Finthen.  
 For the first time, all three of the premier classes were held at 
the same location and as part of the same competition, a “Festival 
of Free Flight”, a forerunner of today’s World Championships. 
 To be selected for the team, while not as intensive or 
structured as it is today, the process was still very competitive 
and it says a lot for the standard of models and flying in Victoria 
in the mid-50’s, especially in the ESMAC, that three of it’s 
members managed to secure a place on the Australian team. 
 Alan King, as the returning champion from 1954 was an 
automatic selection, but the other three had to earn their place. 
Bond Baker, under the tutelage of Alan King was just emerging as 
a real threat, (later to be the 1958 World Champion), while the 
other two were still in their teens, and in Ron Bird’s case, while 
keen to travel overseas and having the wherewithal, was forbidden 
to go by his father. For Don, an impecunious teenager, without 
familial fiscal support, the budgetary restraint was of  paramount 
concern. 
 That none of the team did particularly well has more to do with 
the proxy system, not the quality or flyability of the respective 
models. It takes time to come to grips with someone else’s model! 
 Going back to Don’s model, the design owes a lot to his 
fascination with the efforts of Cliff Montplasir (USA) and the 
inspiration and encouragement of fellow club members Alan King 
and Jim Fullarton, the influence and experience of all three can be 
clearly seen in the plan of Don’s design.  
 As mentioned in the editorial, Don has very recently 
constructed a replica of the original and it will (hopefully) be on 
show at the next GM. 
 
As a final aside:, 
“Always do sober what you said you’d do drunk.  
That will teach you to keep your mouth shut 

Ernest Hemingway 










