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 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 

FIRST Tuesday in June (1st) at the TERMINUS HOTEL, 
492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. Meeting will commence at 
8:00pm; Kitchen opens at 6:00pm. Urgent Note - Due to the 
reimposition of Stage 4 COVID-19 restrictions, the June 
meeting has been CANCELLED 
 
 

June Topic:.TBA –July Meeting  

 

Contacts: 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 
Editor: 
 Mike Glaister  (03) 9733 0431 or 0401 647 880 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Competition Calendar. June/July 
 
June Outdoors - P30, Vint. Rubber,O/R 
 
July 7 – 14 Nationals West Wyalong 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE – June 2021 
Lockdown again. No meeting in June. Really needed the E-

20 on Sunday 30th to take advantage of the nice day in the local 
park. The previous Sunday was also good, exceptionally good in 
fact, and Leigh, Vin, Sean and Ian Haigh had a pleasant morning, 
well a long morning actually, we didn’t leave until one o’clock. For 
future reference, the Homestead at Eynesbury has been 
expanded and changed its name to Mrs Peacock Kitchen. The 
pizza is good (see photograph). There is also a new coffee shop, 
Birdies, in the old stables. 

The Vic State Championships for F1A, B and C are 
scheduled for next Monday (June 6) at West Wyalong. At the 
moment (Monday 31 May) although the weather doesn’t look too 
flash for Friday the weekend and Monday should be cool but 
calm enough. 
Hope there can be a meeting in July however if we are unlocked 
(surely) some of us will not be there because the 1st West 

Wyalong Nationals starts on July 8 and we will probably be on the 
road or in WW on the 6th. 
Addendum: Hello again everyone and especially lockdownees, 
Well we aren’t allowed out so the State Championships scheduled 
for Monday, June 7 will not go ahead on that day. We have 
however, a good alternative. The competition can run on the fun-
fly and practice day (Wednesday July 7) at the start of the 1st 
West Wyalong Nationals. 

The program will be the same, F1A, F1B and F1C - all on the 
same day. (Note that this makes two each of F1A, B and C in the 
Nats week. - more information closer to the date). 

Hope to see a lot of you there, 
Vin 

First (Assembled) kit-based P20 (Vin or Leigh Morgan) 
 

EDITORIAL:  
 Welcome back to Lockdown IV!! – Just when we thought it was 
all under control if not over, COVID – 19 is again amongst us. This 
particular resurgence and (necessary) lockdown has, with almost 
exquisite timing, been thrust upon us just when the weather has 
become particularly benign and the “Southern Hemisphere 
Window” is about to open for the ‘60’s Coupe Postal competition. 
This is particularly galling for those who couldn’t fly in the 2020 
competition (like me) due to travel (5km. radius movement) 
restrictions.  
 Despite the ravages of COVID-19, especially in the Northern 
Hemisphere, the US in particular, the Postal is gaining strength 
and popularity. Here is a timely message from the originator/ 
moderator of the competition, Mark Braunlich: 
 
 “The window for those competing in the 2020-2021 1960’s 
Coupe d'Hiver Postal in the Southern Hemisphere opens 1 June 
and runs through the end of September 2021. 
 Please let us see some photos of the "down under" modellers, 
models and the flying of same. Photos really help to fan the 
flames of interest and enthusiasm in this event. 
Thank you. 

Mark” 
 At the time of writing we are halfway through the one-week 
(now two) lockdown period of seven (14) days, but if last year is 
anything to go by, this is a rubbery estimate and is likely to be 
extended with possible travel implications for those going to the 
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Nationals at West Wyalong. Let’s hope that this particular 
outbreak is quickly contained and we can all get back to doing 
what we like best. 
 Plan (one only – I’ve had a medical issue to deal with) is of an 
Andre Meritte designed coupe of obscure vintage and thus of 
provenance with regard to the “60’s competition. It has all the 
hallmarks of a mid to late ‘60’s design but the three-view from 
which the drawing was prepared is disturbingly labelled with 
Meritte’s signature and 2.93! Is this the date of the sketch or 
of the model? 
 Please accept my apologies for the brevity of this newsletter. 
I have very recently returned from hospital having undergone a 
“minor operation”. While the operation was a brief procedure, 
the rehab has proved to be troublesome and debilitating. As 
007 said to me: “No operation is minor, especially at our age” – 
(Wise words). 

Ed. 

VFFS General Meeting 4/05/21 

On arriving at the Terminus, we found the tables moved back to 
their old position in the main part of the upstairs space, which 
improved the acoustics markedly. 
 
Meeting started 8:08 
 

Present: T Denyer, D Boughton, P. Butler, 
S. O’Connor, V. Morgan, L. Morgan, 
D. Cassidy, R. Neve, D. Sutherland. 
 

Apologies: A. Koralgama, M. Glaister, Ian Haigh 

 

Visitors: Nil 
 

Minutes of last Meeting: Published in F/P. 
 

Matters arising: Nil 

 

Correspondence: Control Line News 
 

Treasurer’s report:  Cash  $92.40, 

Bank  $3328.20, 
Total $3420.60. 
 
20 members. 

Other reports 
 

Indoor? 
 

Motions on notice: None 
 

Flying days: Just one. 23/5/21 was exceptionally good at 

Exford. Vin, Leigh, Sean, Ian Haigh there. Sunny, cool early, 
very pleasant later. Variable light northerly dropped through 
the morning. We stayed until 13:00. 

Competitions 
The Victorian State Championships for F1A, B and C will 

(covid-19 permitting) be held on Monday, June 7 on the AB field 
at West Wyalong in conjunction with the NSW Championships 
on Saturday and Sunday. 
*** We need to fly the Shaw Cup and Garnham before the 
weather collapses. 

Next meeting: June GM has been abandoned 

 
The formal business finished at 20:52 

General Business: 
Darien bought along more of Colin Parker's models, books 

and gear, so the Meeting Topic  "Lost Models - continued" was 
deferred while those present perused the items looking for new 
homes.   

At the finish the following Zaic Yearbooks, all in good 
condition, were unclaimed: ‘34, ‘35-‘36, ‘37, ‘38, ‘51-‘52, ‘53, ‘57-
‘58, ‘59-‘61, ‘64-‘65. If you would like any of these contact Sean 
O'C.  

There is also a very battered copy of the 55-56 year book 
available. 

Plan of the Month 
 While scouring the Internet, I came across this design on 
“Volar Libramente”, a favourite website of mine. It clearly belongs 
in  (or is from) the “Gadjet” series of Coupes designed by André 
Meritte, The problem here is that the “Gadjet” series of models 
extends from the mid ‘60’s through to the ‘80’s, and all of which 
share a strong familial resemblance. This raises the question; is it 
an eligible design for the ‘60’s Coupe Postal competition? 
 Without (at this stage) definite proof, I think not for the 
following reasons; 

1 It, unlike most other (earlier) “Gadjet” designs has a 
polyhedralled wing. This feature is at variance with almost all 
French designs from the mid-to late ‘60’s, and is more in 
keeping with Meritte’s favourite, the Gadjet VI b.. 

2 It uses a Meritte – designed aerofoil, which replaced the 
USA 5 aerofoil used on earlier versions (up to 1973). 

 So, on the face of it, an interesting exercise, but a dead-end 
when it comes to advancing the library of ‘60’s Coupes 
 

Therapy 
In 2019 I bought a box of rubber. It was posted out and the 

postal people, thinking that perhaps it was fragile and not 
realizing that the rubber is pretty indestructible, gave the box 
the rollover treatment. Well, the rubber isn’t easy to damage but 
because 10lbs doesn’t fill a box, the rubber can move around. 
What the rolling around did was to bury the start in the middle of 
the bundle. 

Over the last couple of years, I have been undertaking 
therapy in the form of extracting the rubber from the bundle in 
30g lengths. So far, I’ve got 107 motors out of it. The picture 
shows the very much-reduced bundle of the remaining 40 or so. 
Very therapeutic, untangling rubber! 

Vin 

 
 




