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President’s Prattle November 2021 

We are out of lockdown! Looking forward to a meeting at 

the Terminus on Tuesday and hope to see a you there. The last 

was way back in August. And although we did have a zoom 

meeting on October 21 where we learned something of what 

members have been doing in the lockdown it’s not quite the 

same. 

The field is accessible. A few people have been there. On 

Sunday October 29 Sean, Ian Haigh, Mike, Vin and Leigh 

enjoyed a sunny day with a light easterly. The next day was 

possibly even better so Leigh and Vin went out with different 

models (the models haven’t had much of an airing this year) and 

were joined by Martin who was running motors. The field was a 

bit soft south of the fence so we tested the new towrope on 

Martin’s car. 

It looks like the 1st West Wyalong Nationals will actually 

happen over the New Year. Some Vics will be there including Ian 

Haigh with a new(ish) P-30 and a new scramble model. Should be 

fun if the weather cooperates. Apparently the house is even 

lovelier but the grass is a bit long. 

See you Tuesday. 

Vin 
 

EDITORIAL:  
 As we are slowly returning to something approaching normalcy 
with distance restrictions being lifted and a return to the pubs, 
restaurants and other pleasure venues it is heartening to see 
that we will have a normal meeting in November and possibly a 
return to the great outdoors of Eynesbury if the weather 
permits.  
 Since our previous issue, the scores for the ’60’s Coupe Postal 
have come through from Mark Braunlich and it is pleasing to see 
that, with all the difficulties, the pandemic has placed in their 
path, the inner Melbourne trio of Vin, Leigh and Sean have 
acquitted themselves well once again. Looking at the list of 
entries, it is disappointing that there were not any entries from 
other states, particularly SA which had none of the lockdown 
restrictions that NSW and Victoria had, (and don’t we know it!) 
Hopefully next year we might have a lockdown –free experience 
and be able to get out and fly free (ly) 
 Anyway, the official list of placements is as follows:It 
appears, except for the UK entry of Bill Dennis, to have become 
a US/AUS contest. Hopefully other nationalities will join in the 
fun 

 
Contestant Model 1 2 3 4 5 

Glenn Grell (USA) Batiuk 120 105 120 120 120 
Vin Morgan (AUS) Deuzio 120 120 103 120 111 

Bruce Hannah (USA) My Cou 120 120 120 120 88 
Ben Strauss (USA) Nikolin 120 86 120 115 120 
Bill Swift (USA) DD III 120 120 120 80 120 

Leigh Morgan (AUS) Deuzio 120 78 120 92 120 
Mark Sexton (USA) My Cou 120 94 120 59 120 
Sean O’Connor (AUS) BH/DD  120 120 69 120 80 
Arch Adamisin (USA) Elyea 78 120 69 83 47 

Bill Dennis (UK) Bar.Kn 42 113 112 62 53 
 
On another matter, it really helps to advertise! In last month’s 
Flypaper, I appealed to the readership for a Mills 1.3 (or one of 
the look-alikes). Not long after the newsletter had been 
distributed I received two offers from readers (very encouraging, 
at least some guys read the drivel I write!) One from Peter 
Griffiths from the Doncaster Club offering a “K” Mills 1.3 and for 
free! (Thank you Peter), and the other a genuine Mills 1.3 from Col 
Collyer.(not free – price to be negotiated,) Further, I was 
directed to a UK-based website by Peter Greenhill. This site 
offers many motors of various vintages, all at reasonable prices. 
 Not going to pass up the offer of a free Mills 1.3 look-alike I 
met Peter at a shopping centre midway between our respective 
homes. After the transaction was completed, a motor in exchange 
for a cup of coffee, it dawned on me that Peter was a likely 
recipient for a couple of unwanted R/C models I have been trying 
to get rid of, so we met again, same time same place a week later 
and I handed over the two models pictured below 
 

 
Hearns Sportster 50 inches span 

 The first is a Hearns Sportster converted to R/C and 
reconverted to electric power. The model is about 35 years old 
and was/is fitted with a can type motor powered by a very 
weighty pack of NiCads. Peter is going to fit a modern outrunner 
motor powered by a 3S LiPo This is the third Sportster that I 
have built and the first converted to electric power. If it flies as 
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well as the first two Peter has a good moderately slow flying 
long-lasting model. 
 The second is a mock-scale model of the Hawker Fury, again 
about 35 years old and powered by an OS Max II 15, 
conspicuous by its absence (now in a Eureka). As it is set up for 
an OS MaxII 15 it should go like the clappers and, unless it is 
piloted by someone with nimble fingers, have a brief but 
exciting life! 

 
Hawker Fury 30-odd inches span 

 Returning to the subject of motors and where to get them, 
Gildings Auctioneers in the UK has an annual on-line sale of 
model aircraft motors in November – worth checking out, but 
you must register to be able to bid 
 As all of you will be aware, events have overtaken us and the 
seemingly interminable Lockdown ended on the 28th of October, 
just in time for the storm! Miraculously after the storm came a 
period of benign weather and five of us (Sunday) became 
reacquainted with Eynesbury (see report). To our relief, nothing 
has changed!  
 A further foray on the Monday saw the Morgans, this time 
accompanied by Martin Williams venture into the southern 
paddock where, upon departing Martin, pioneering a shorter 
pathway to the exit, departed from the track and became 
bogged! Fortunately, Vin had a towrope and the situation was 
soon resolved. This is the third time in recent memory that 
someone has got bogged at Eynesbury and it points out that 
after heavy rain, a seemingly firm surface can conceal a morass 
underneath. The incident also points out the dangers of flying 
alone, especially in the southern paddock, you can’t be seen 
from the road and it’s a bloody long hike to get to it! Mobile 
phones ameliorate this somewhat but if you are disabled in some 
way an ambulance or another form of assistance  can’t get 
through the locked gate! Fly with a friend, or better still, a few 
of them.  
 Further to my discussion last month on the Peterssen Wake. 
I have now completed the fuselage and am now onto the prop. I 
had planned on getting the wing and tail ribs laser-cut but Dave 
Brown (Model Drafting Services daveb@ix.net.au) in NSW but 
he didn’t get back to me. Can any of you NSW guys who know 
“Browny” let me know if he is still active and/or if his email 
address has changed? 
 Design of the month is a successful power model of the late 
‘50’s, a Lanfranchi/Jays/Collinson design named “Near Miss”, 
just a little too late for our current Vintage rules as it was 
designed and built around the cut-off date but not published 
until (much) later. 
 

 

 

EYNESBURY 31-10-21 

 With unrestricted travel, we were at last able to get out and 
fly! So, setting off bright and early and travelling westward along 
the Eastern freeway I could see in the distance that the 
“Baloonatics” were already in the air. This always indicates a good 
flying day as these hot air balloonists never get it wrong!  
 Arriving at the field at around 7:30, I found the field to be in 
beautiful condition and apparently dry, but having been bogged at 
the gate on a recent occasion, I made sure that I cleared the 
disaster zone at some speed! Shortly after setting up on the 
“airstrip” I was joined by an unfamiliar vehicle, I was pleasantly 
surprised to discover that the driver was Iain Haigh, a long-time 
aeromodeller but a relatively recent convert to free flight (RC 
Pylon flying to FF – what a contrast!) Of recent times, Iain has 
been concentrating on P30s but with his skill level it won’t take 
much persuasion to get him into “60’s Coupes!. After a chat with 
Iain and leisurely start, I resumed where I left off so many 
months ago flying my “Ferion”, which appeared to not have 
changed trim even after 18-odd months in the model box. 
 Shortly thereafter the Morgans turned up, to be joined by 
Sean a little later. Vin and Leigh had their respective “Deuzios”, 
Vin’s recently repaired after several altercations with trees 
during the “Grass Circle” forays of the last two years. Sean was 
flying his newly-built “Baron Hunter” and finalizing trim. Notably, 
with the exception of Iain, all present were flying ‘60’s Coupes, 
fast becoming the go-to model for Eynesbury. 
 Having observed Vin’s Deuzio climb in a tight right-hand spiral 
and max-out, I decided to wind up my Ferion fully and see if the 
transition was still a problem. Releasing the model, it shot up 
almost vertically and after losing sight of it momentarily, 
relocated the Ferion at great height – it must have gone straight 
into a real boomer of a thermal! After a period of time longer 
than the set D/T, I/we realised that I had a D/T problem! 
(There’s nothing wrong with Harry’s band-burning timer, it’s the 
fumbling-fingered fool that was using it!) With everyone now 
training binoculars on it, the model drifted initially south, then 
east and finally north (drift was variable) it became effectively 
OOS to all but Iain and his superior binos. Eventually a friendly 
downdraft brought the errant model to earth on a bearing of 710 
abeam and about 150 metres south of the entrance gate. The 
model had been in the air for approximately 20 minutes, but it 
took a damn sight more than 20 minutes retrieving it! That took 
me out for the day, one flight! Fortunately, the others were not 
encumbered with brain-fade and were enjoying themselves while I 
was picking my way through a field filled with rocks! 
 Of particular interest, Iain had an O/D Scramble model 
powered by an Irvine Mills 0.75. A slow climb with a glide slope 
that a thrown brick might envy – just what is needed for 
Scramble! He was playing with this when I made my weary return. 
Having decided that one hour-long retrieve was a sufficient test 
of my new bionic knee, I settled down to watch the others. Sean 
was still flying his Baron Hunter, Vin his Deuzio while Leigh was, 
like me, also content to watch. 
 My return was not particularly propitious for Iain as he chose 
that moment to feed his finger into the prop of his Mills 0.75, and 
with blood being drawn; he too decided to call it a day 
I didn’t for obvious reasons, see Iain fly his new P30, but did 
examine it earlier. The fuselage is a rolled carbon tube, similar if 
not lighter in weight to that of the Mike Francies tubes (available 
from Mike Woodhouse). The carbon is uni-directional and the 
finish superior to that of the latter-mentioned product. The rest 
of the model displays a similar high standard of construction.  
 Sometime just before midday Leigh, Vin and YE repaired to the 
Eynesbury Golf Club for lunch, our first test of the new Covid-
restricted dining strictures, there was a guard at the entrance 
checking vaccination status – we all passed scrutiny! A very 
pleasant day, I even got a big kick out of my flyaway! Looked 
beautiful against a background of cumulus clouds. 
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DESIGN OF THE MONTH 

 At our last meeting (can anyone remember when that 
was!)Sean gave me some old “Flying Model Designer and 
Constructor” magazines surplus to requirements (these were 
beautifully printed quarterly magazines whose demise is greatly 
regretted). Anyway, in the Summer 1997 edition I found a good 
drawing of Arthur Collinson’s “Near Miss” an FAI- weighted 
English power model 0f the ‘50’s. The name of the design is 
significant; alluding to both it’s heritage and placing in the 1958 
World Championships. First, its similarity to Silvio Lanfranchi’s 
“Swiss Miss” design (hence the “Miss” part of the name) and is 
an adaptation of a design by Vic Jays, another prominent UK 
power modeller of the period. The second, “Near” part refers 
to the fact that, but for one “mistake” (not checking the fuel 
level in the tank), Collinson could have won the WC. 
 I first saw this design in an Aeromodeller printed just before 
the ‘58 World Championships, but the thumbnail sized 
drawing(s) were too small to contemplate scaling them up. The 
FMD&C- reproduced drawing first appeared in the October 
edition of Flying Models the drawing being attributed to Dotty 
Conover, a very good draftsperson working for FM at that time. 
(Except that there were a few errors in the original drawing). 
 It appears that Lanfranchi was instrumental in getting the 
model sorted out, as prior to his intervention, Collinson was 
struggling to get a controllable flight with motor runs in excess 
of five seconds. Down thrust, side thrust, adjustments to the C 
of G position, all to no avail until Lanfranchi suggested a radical 
increase in wing incidence and moving the C of G about 1” 
rearward (90% chord) after which the model flew as if on rails. 
  The model, as first built, was very light, needing the addition 
of around 9oz of lead to bring it up to the then new FAI 
minimum of 27 ½ oz. 
 The one photo that I have of the model also “suggests” that 
Collinson stiffened the inner wing bays with diagonal ribs 
spanning three rib bays.  
 

 




