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President’s Prattle August 2021 (Sep/Oct FP)
Still locked down, although by the time you get to read 

this we should have passed Roadmap “Phase A” (80% single dose
vaccinated ) which means contactless sports like tennis and golf
- and presumably free flight – are allowed. The problem is that 
the travel limit of 10km will still prevent us reaching the field. 
Eynesbury is 53km by road for me, 39.2km as the crow flies.
There has been a little activity in Royal Park. Sean got his ‘60s 
Coupe flights in on Thursday 16th. (See report elsewhere in this 
edition). It’s a pleasant place for short flights. I flew my 
Deuzio for about a minute. A small amount of damage was done 
to the fuselage when I had a sort of shaft-run after winding. I 
lost my grip on the torque meter when removing the winding-
tube. The damage was limited to just a few cracks in the 0.5mm
sheeting at the front of the fuselage. I’m recovering the 
fuselage with heavyweight tissue. The fuselage, which gets 
handled a lot, was full of holes and patches. I also flew an RC 
HLG converted to electric power (sorry). A heavy landing did a 
bit of damage to that too.

Arjuna has been busy in the lockdown. You can see his 
building at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gOVvrjoEVhI&t=771s

Tell us what you have been doing.
Vin

Vin’s Deuzio – rear fuselage repaired

Deuzio fuselage re-covered

EDITORIAL: 
You will note that this edition of Flypaper is somewhat 

different to the general run-of-the-mill efforts as, with no 
meetings, no General Meeting reports, no flying (indoor Ha! or 
outdoor) ditto, so, to keep things rolling, I have instead fallen 

back on a thematic style of content. In this issue, I have 
concentrated on the models of Joe Bilgri, a very active designer, 
builder and competitor during the early ‘50’s through and into the 
‘60’s. Five of his designs are presented in the “Model of the 
Month” column.
 Hi All, now deep into Lockdown VI and thoroughly sick of it! 
There is just so much of public good will to go around and any 
further lockdown will cause a revolution! For God’s sake, if you 
already haven’t been, GET VACCINATED so we can all get out of 
this misery

As you will read in Sean’s Hippocket Aviation report on our ‘60’s 
Coupe activity, three of our most active flyers managed to post 
scores in this year’s competition, unfortunately I’ve missed out on 
flying for the second year in a row thanks to all these travel 
restrictions and I’m really, really pissed off! I did a quick 
calculation based on when our current lockdown is due to end, (25th

of October), By then, Greater Melbourne will have spent 268 days
in home detention, 47% of the elapsed time since the first 
lockdown started in March of 2020!! You’d probably get a lighter 
sentence if you robbed a bank!

While I know I’m whinging, I’m not the only one suffering of 
course, as everyone else within the “Ring of Steel” is, to some 
degree or another, but my thoughts really go out to our dwindling 
band of free flighters who have been either restrained, forbidden
or otherwise curtailed in the pursuit of their favourite pastime as 
the knock-on effects, especially on travel, (see President’s 
comment), has now effectively killed all competitive free flight 
for 2021, especially in Victoria and to a lesser degree in NSW.

With regard to local competitions, of most importance or at 
least, popularity, are the P30 (Garnham) and ‘60’s Coupe Postal 
contests, both of which now attract a decent entry. With the 
unwelcome knowledge that the current lockdown will continue into 
October, the ‘60’s Coupe flyers “window” has effectively slammed 
shut, and even if we were given some reprieve, the weather won’t 
cooperate!

Apart from the distraction of having my right knee replaced, I 
have been able, or at least been trying to retain my sanity (some 
would say it’s too late), by watching Netflix and YouTube videos, 
(quite a few great videos of various free flight events on 
YouTube) but there’s just so many movies you can watch before 
you go square-eyed so to break away from the mesmeric effects 
of the television, I am starting on another Vintage Wake, Lennart 
Peterssen’s “Sofi”, the 1956 winner. This is a very simple though 
attractive and well-proportioned design with a sheet fuselage and 
rectangular wing and tailplane. The only few curves in the design 
are restricted to the shape of the fin. The propeller is also of 
interest, narrow blades and a relatively small diameter of 18”.

Peterssen’s win may have been a matter of chance as the 
conditions under which the ’56 Wakefield were flown that year 
were abysmal, very windy and a little wet, models were D/Ting 
over the township of Höganas and having to be retrieved from 
rooves and backyards! To compound the problems faced by the 
competitors, the ROG rule was still in force, and the combination 
of this and wind created havoc as quite a few models came to 
grief on the takeoff board. Peterssen managed to avoid the 
carnage, perhaps by luck, skill or due to the relatively small 
diameter prop with it’s relatively high impulsive (instantaneous) 
thrust, essential to get the model away and out of the danger 
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zone. If things go right, I will document the build and put it in 
the next Flypaper. (or the one after that).

Finally, a small request; does anyone have a Mills 1.3cc in fair 
to good condition that they may be prepared to sell to me? Ebay
has proven to be barren ground. My need for this particular 
motor is that I have refurbished Jim Fullarton’s (original) 
“Sportster” and as the model is set up for a Mills 1.3 (the model
was originally powered by a “K” reproduction) I am loath to 
start cutting into the nose structure to fit another type of 
1.5cc motor, which in any case I don’t have. (Mills, Doonside and 
K versions of the 0.75cc I have but no 1.3cc)

Apropos the above, apparently some people have motors to 
sell. Sean received this communication from a modeller hoping 
to attract a sale/buyer from Flypaper subscribers:

“I have some used model engines from circa 1975 that I am 
selling that your members might be interested in; I would be 
very pleased if you would please pass onto your members:

Enya 35 model 5224, 6 cc BB w- muffler. $120 ONO post inc.
 
Enya 15 model 3303, 2.5 cc w - muffler $80 ONO post inc.

Enya 15 model 3303, 2.5 cc w/o muffler $60 ONO post inc.

Regards,
Ross Goodings

Mobile 0143 008 345
ross.goodings@gmail.com <mailto:ross.goodings@gmail.com>

HIPPOCKET AERONAUTICS ‘60’S COUPE D’HIVER 2021
The Southern Hemisphere window for flights extends 

from June 1st to September 30th. Having got caught by 
weather and lockdowns in previous years we thought it would be
good to make an early start. We got a bit of trimming done 
early in June before a short Covid19 lockdown stopped access 
to the field. Then there was a nice day on June 20 but Tim 
Denyer bogged his car on the field and getting him out 
absorbed most of the best weather time, but I did manage 
enough testing to feel the Baron Hunter was ready for action 
on the next good day.

Due mainly to Mike Glaister's missionary zeal, 60s coupe 
was going to be a special event at the National Championships 
at West Wyalong in July. Some of us were aiming to put up 
flights there, but the Nats got cancelled; in part due to a boggy
field but mainly due to Covid19 hindering travel to NSW. The 
Nats were postponed; first to September and then to the end 
of December so any flights posted at the Nats (now scheduled 
for the end of the year) will not be eligible as flights for the 
Postal Competition in 2022.

The winter months June, July and August often have good 
weather on a roughly seven-day cycle due to cold fronts coming 
in from the Southern Ocean. Of course, it’s cold but we 
expected we would get a number of flyable days through July 
and August. As it turned out, the lockdowns added an extra 
constraint, which severely limited our options.
Leigh and Vin Morgan made the best of the early pre-lockdown 
weather and flew their flights at Eynesbury on July 10th just 
before the July lockdown. Mike Glaister was out of the running 
this year due to medical issues as well as Covid19 travel 
restrictions.

July 10 promised to be calm and being between lockdowns 
we were allowed to travel to Eynesbury. I couldn’t get out 
however Vin and Leigh managed to put in all their flights. The 
day was very nice; a bit too nice actually because even after 
thermal activity had started later in the morning there were 
long periods (~10 minutes) of dead calm during which it was 
tempting to launch but impossible to know what the air was 
doing. Both Leigh and I dropped rounds in bad air.

Vin

After this another lockdown prevented travel to Eynesbury. 
The only option was Royal Park but it was too windy throughout 
July and August to be even considered for 2-minute flights.

Sean pondering over Vin’s Deuzio – Dwarf Dip III in background

Then in early September the high-pressure systems that 
arrive about once a week started moving South. Vin and I sampled 
conditions at Royal Park on a couple of days in the second week of 
September. It was promising but there was still too much drift to
expect to make a 120sec flight within the 400-metre circle.

The Grass Circle – Royal Children’s Hospital lower left

Forecasts made the next cycle of weather look very 
promising, but the predictions were a little unstable. As it 
approached, we realised that the next Wednesday would not be 
suitable but on Thursday 16th everything fell into place and all my 
five flights were completed in less than two hours.

Flying in a situation like this, one tries to pick spells of low 
drift rather than 'good air', as a big thermal can take your model 
to unexpected landing points. Unfortunately, choosing low drift 
means you miss a few thermals. Flying this way, only the 4th flight
ended in a tree. As the approximate location was known it was 
fairly easy, with the aid of the tracker, to locate the model about
6 metres up in light foliage. The car and the collapsible pole were 
close by so the model was retrieved in minutes.-Almost a non-
event.

More notable was a close encounter with Magpies. These 
birds patrol our grassy open spaces keeping the creepy crawlies in
check and otherwise minding their own business. But its currently 
nesting season and they can be quite territorial. On one flight in 
particular they made numerous close passes but I don't think 
they actually connected with the model. The Dwarf Dip wing is so 
tatty it would be hard to tell for sure
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Magpie climbing out after a strafe of Sean’s Dwarf Dip III

Thanks again to Mark Braunlich for running the 
competition and keeping us active in these restricted times.

Results:
Name Flt.1 Flt.2 Flt.3 Flt.4 Flt.5 Total
V. Morgan 120 120 103 120 111 574
L, Morgan 120 78 120 92 120 530
S. O’Connor 120 120 69 120 80 509

Sean, (additions by Vin)

DESIGNS OF THE MONTH
Joe Bilgri lived (lives) in San Jose, (an area in California that 

I am familiar with, having spent six weeks in the immediate 
vicinity while stationed at NASA Ames) In so doing, he was 
right in the thick of a lot of developmental thought with regard 
to Wakefield design.

When the SMAE, the then-governing body with regard to the
Wakefield Contest decided to abandon the L2/100 rule in favour
of the very short-lived 10 sq. in. rule, it prompted a flurry of 
activity in some very agile minds, none more so than that of 
Hank Cole, who, realising that the length of the fuselage was no 
longer a design impediment, came up with his “O-So-Long”, 
acknowledged to be the first of the stretched fuselage designs.
Bilgri, amongst others, notably George Perryman, Cliff 
Montplasir et al, were quick to follow. Bilgri came up with his 
“Duster” and the even more extreme “Dustless” designs.(I have 
no idea which came first, the Vee-dihedralled “Dustless” or the 
polyhedralled “Duster”, both have features which were carried 
forward into his subsequent “Drifter” and later designs)

All of the long-fuselage designs were capable of being World 
Beaters in calm conditions, but, due to the high inertia about 
the Y and Z-axes, proved troublesome in moderate to windy 
weather.

The idea, though promising, proved to be a design dead-end 
so Bilgri (and others) reverted to the proven geared two-motor 
layout exemplified by his “Drifter” (The unlimited rubber rule 
had one year to run -‘53’- before the 80gm rule and the era of 
restricted rubber was introduced). (Shown below is YE’s version
of Bilgri’s Drifter, the multi-coloured tissue is tissue over 
Mylar - easy to do). 

These geared designs were packed with rubber – two motors 
of 4 ounces (113gm) each, and the model generally weighed in at
well over 10 ounces. This resulted in a steady, somewhat 
sluggish but relentless climb, It was claimed that Bilgri’s 
“Drifter”, with it’s three-minute motor run, was the first 
genuine 5-minute Wakefield. 

Your Editor’s Bilgri Drifter – Great Design, Great Flyer

For 1954, and following the rapid succession of rule changes 
Bilgri was undecided as to which way to go, so he had an each-way-
bet and produced two designs to cover the geared and single-
motor approaches, the “Hi” and “Bye” designs. These two designs 
used the same wing and tailplane, differing only in the fuselage.

Following yet another change to the rules, this time imposed by 
the FAI who had taken over stewardship of the Wakefield class 
(along with the A2 and Power categories), reducing the rubber 
allowance to 50gm. Joe opted for a simplified sheet fuselage 
design (you have to put the weight somewhere) whilst retaining 
the multi-spar wing of the earlier model(s). In fact, from first to 
last, Bilgri’s wing design varied only in aerofoil section and (slight) 
reproportioning of chord and span. One almost radical change (for 
Bilgri) was to a bigger propeller, - 26” x 24” for the “Number 1” 
model, 26” x 27¼” for the “Number 2”. The Number 2 was also a 
departure from the established norm as it had a thinner wing 
section and a cambered tailplane. Bilgri flew the Number 1 during 
the Wakefield contest, the Number 2 being relegated to reserve.

Nose of the Drifter
The plans of these (6) models are shown in what I believe to be 

chronological order. The evolutionary thrust of the designs is 
clearly evident, a contribution to the progress in Wakefield design
and development by a master modeller.

One personal observation; My “Drifter” flies better using one 
motor than the two motor-geared set-up. First, the removal of 
one of the motors and the mass of the gears results in a model 
right on the Wakefield minimum and the model has more “bounce” 
because of it. Secondly the glide is much improved - By the way, 
the propeller fitted to my version has a “commercial” 22 x 22 
propeller given to me by Roy Summersby many years ago. These 
props were hand-carved in Japan and were (briefly) available from
the big model shops. (In Melbourne - Model Dockyard).
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RESULTS of 2021 HPA 60s C d'H postal event
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