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 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 

FIRST Tuesday in February (1st) at the TERMINUS 
HOTEL, 492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting will 
commence at 8:00pm, NOTE: Entrance to the hotel is through 
the front (Queen’s Parade door whereupon you will be required 
to show your (double) vaccination certificate and then to sign in 
either by scanning the QR code with your phone or by entering 
your details at the reception. 
 

February Topic: Questions and Answers regarding the 
sourcing, handling, lubrication, storage and winding of rubber 
motors together with (a) practical demonstration(s) of making 
up (a) motor(s) for varying situations – While this topic was 
seemingly covered at the December meeting, not too many 
members were paying adequate attention. The beatings will 
continue until morale improves! 
 

Contacts: 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 
Editor: 
 Mike Glaister  0401 647 880 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

Vale Fred Roberts 
Fred Roberts, a member of the Werribee Wanderers Club 

died peacefully on the 18th of January. 
Fred was a member of the Werribee Wanderers Club from 

its beginning in 2007. He served as Secretary in 2014. 
Fred was also a member of West Coast Soarers Club. The 

connection allowed free flighters to use the West Coast 
Leopold field on a few occasions for some sport flying and 
trimming (the field is pleasant but it’s not very big and it’s near 
the sea). 

Fred was interested in scale, he won the 2005 State 
Champs with his Avro 504K, and he also built classic style FF 
competition models. At the WW New Year Fly-In at 
Springhurst 2011/12 he turned up with the Avro (of course) and 
also two Tomboys (36” and 44”), a KK Competitor, An Aiglet and 
a Stomper. 

 

 
Avro 504K by Fred Roberts 

From the contest report - Fred Roberts flew a very nice Avro 504 
K, which on one flight put in a touch and go on the vehicle track 
near us, before touching down again and taxi-ing along said track 
for a few metres until the motor stopped. We all applauded the 
skill of the pilot in avoiding the rocks and long grass. 

Fred with his Dixielander at Springhurst in 2009 

 

President’s Prattle February 2022 
Hello Everyone, Welcome to 2022. 

The 1st WW Nationals have been and gone. It was a bit of a NSW 
only event. In FF only Albert Fathers from QLD and Ian Haigh and 
Harry Sokol from the VFFS were from interstate. Vin and Leigh 
didn’t go because Leigh broke her arm in December and Mike 
pulled out because of the combination of anticipated heat and 
covid19. He regrets it. 

I hear it was a little warm but not intolerable. Ian won F1A 
and P-30 and was 3rd in Night Scramble. Harry was second in Open 
Power and F1J (flying a Class 1 power model). There were only two 
entries but he but he did get a reasonable score! 

The flying season is coming up. Melbourne weather has been 
pretty crazy so far with the few calm days being very hot - even 
early in the morning but hopefully as we approach autumn we will 
start to get nice days. We will continue with the notifications of 
potentially good days in email messages. We don’t mail everyone on 
the Flypaper list. You should let me, (Vin) or Sean know if you want 
to be included. 

First meeting for the year on Tuesday! 
Vin 

EDITORIAL:  
 Shortly after the New Year festivities had concluded and we 
were looking forward to a better future, we received word of the 
passing of Fred Roberts, not a propitious way to begin another 
flying year. The President has written a short account of Fred’s 
flying activities and associations, but as you can see by it’s 
brevity, not a lot was known about him. My association with Fred 
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was restricted to conversations with him at Springhurst on 
several occasions and at Eynesbury – once. The most vivid 
recollection I have was the unfortunate incident where Fred 
drove his car laterally from one side of the front paddock at 
Eynesbury to the other (change of flight line) In doing so, Fred, 
new to the “pleasantries”; (rocks) of Eynesbury, had ignored the 
warnings of others to stay on the “tracks” and his pioneering 
efforts resulted in a cracked sump of the automatic gearbox in 
the Toyota station wagon he was driving at the time. This was 
not immediately obvious so that at the conclusion of 
proceedings everyone started to make their way to the exit – 
all except Fred! While the motor started reliably, no amount of 
revving would move the car (and Fred did rev the motor!). He 
was eventually extricated by the RACV and the car towed to 
Geelong where the necessary repairs were affected without too 
much expense – he sold the car shortly thereafter! 
 
Editor’s Note:- Shortly after I had completed the original text 
of this month’s Flypaper, I received the disturbing news that a 
good friend, both personally and collectively with regard to the 
VFFS membership, had passed away on the 27th of January. 
Darien has kindly penned a few lines to go into this month’s 
edition (below) An expanded account of Colin’s life and legacy 
will appear in the March edition, but with Colin’s passing I am 
reminded that the Old Guard, members and memories of the 
previous ESMAC is now all but extinguished. To both Fred and 
especially Colin I would like to quote the following poem by John 
Donne (Ed). 

No man is an island, 
Entire of itself, 

Every man is a piece of the continent, 
A part of the main, 

If a clod be washed away by the sea, 
Europe is the less, 

As well as if a promontory were. 
As well as if a manor of thy friend’s 

Or of thine own were. 
Any man’s death diminishes me, 
Because I am involved in mankind, 

And therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls, 
It tolls for thee. 

John Donne (1572 – 1631) 
 

Personal Thoughts On the Sad Loss of Colin Parker- 
V.F.F.S. Member. 

 I first met Colin when he joined our club 25 or more years 
ago. He was a very quiet and unassuming person who became a 
personal friend very soon after he joined. He and Gloria, his 
wife, often had dinner or lunch with Joy and I many happy times 
over the next many years. Much to the annoyance of our 
spouses we thoroughly enjoyed our admiration and enjoyment of 
the all-wireless Goon Show, although it had ceased broadcasting 
years previously. We discovered much in common such as 
sharing an interest in the Eureka Stockade with ancestors that 
had fought at that historic battle. 
 We also shared a common middle name although we couldn’t 
work out a family connection. This was overshadowed by our 
interest in aeromodelling. His was a much more prolific 
contribution than mine, and much more imaginative and 
successful one. 
 He was also very fortunate to find a good friend in Pat not 
very many years after Gloria died. He was able to continue 
enjoying model building and flying until a few years ago despite 
age and Parkinson’s. Although he couldn’t quite equal his very 
good friend, Jim Fullarton’s longevity or success,- he was only 
95 when he died. He will be greatly mourned by all his friends 
modelling or otherwise.  
 A much more detailed and proper obituary will be published in 
the next Flypaper. 

Darien Cassidy 

 
 Moving on from the above,  welcome to a new year, hopefully a 
much better year than the last two with the ever-changing 
restrictions on travel due to border closures and in particular the 
quarantine/curfew that those living in Melbourne have had to 
endure. With the current explosive situation with regard to the 
seemingly unstoppable Omicron variant of this particularly 
pernicious Covid plague being rampant in the community, it brings 
into question was all that we have had to endure strictly 
necessary? 
 From a personal viewpoint the uncertainty (and differing) rules 
relating to the NSW/Victorian border was enough to dissuade YE 
from attending the Inaugural Free Flight National Championships 
held at West Wyalong over the latter part of December and the 
first week of January. As it transpires, several intrepid Victorians 
took the risk (Harry Sokol, Iain Haigh and Col Collyer), all doing 
well across a variety of disciplines. The situation must have been 
particularly galling for our Queensland friends with the Qld/NSW 
border locked up tight for the duration of the Nats. 
 It is to be hoped that the thrice-postponed Nats with 
relatively low attendance driven by circumstance, does not 
dissuade the organisers, the NSWFFS from hosting another in 
mid-’22. 
 During the long periods of (sometimes enforced) inactivity Sean 
has posted all of my ‘60’s Coupe drawings (20 and counting) on the 
VFFS website. All are now attributed (I had, in many cases, failed 
to note on the drawing the source of the information from which 
the drawings were derived). So now there is no excuse for NOT 
building a model and getting out and posting a score in this year’s 
Postal (Southern Hemisphere flying “window” 1stJune to 
30thSeptember) 
 At our president’s insistence a committee meeting was held on 
the 20th of January. Of most importance was how to get enough 
flyers out to Eynesbury for various “mini” competitions (P30, E36, 
Coupe [both F1G and ‘60’s versions] and – dare I say it – Oz Diesel) 
  Darien’s annual party has had to be cancelled due to ongoing 
fears with regard to the transmission of the Omicron variant. Paul 
Butler came up with the idea of having a RATs test prior to entry, 
but where can (or could) you lay hands on a RATs test kit? At the 
time of writing, test kits are becoming available (free to pension 
card holders) but still difficult to access. Darien indicated that he 
might reschedule the party but that requires coordination with his 
wife Joy and daughter Brigid, difficult as we get into the 
(working) year and the start of the school term. Anyway Darien, 
it’s the thought that counts! 
 To start the year plan-wise I thought that I would feature 
Open Rubber models of the ‘70’s and ‘80’s the first offering is of 
an American “Mulvihill” (’75) going by the name “Big John”, the 
designer, Jeff Anderson. The second, a somewhat more modern 
(’84) design by Derl Morley (I may have featured this second 
design before but I can’t remember!) The first was derived from 
a relatively poor reprinting of the original, which appeared in a 
relatively obscure American publication called “Model Airplane 
Gazette”, the Morley design from Aeromodeller. 
 Finally to sign off on this sombre the month, here’s something 
we can all relate to and get a laugh from, (source Don Bladier):- 
 

SENIOR TRYING TO RESET PASSWORD 

WINDOWS: 
Please enter your new password. 
 
USER: 
Cabbage 
 
WINDOWS: 
Sorry, the password must be more than 8 characters. 
 
USER: 
boiled cabbage 
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WINDOWS: 
Sorry, the password must contain 1 numerical character 
 
USER: 
1 boiled cabbage 
 
WINDOWS: 
Sorry, the password cannot have blank spaces. 
 
USER: 
50bloodyboiledcabbages 
 
WINDOWS: 
Sorry, the password must contain at least one upper case 
character 
 
USER: 
50BLOODYboiledcabbages 
 
WINDOWS: 
Sorry, the password cannot use more than one upper case  
character consecutively 
 
USER:                      
50BloodyBoiledCabbagesShovedUpYourAssIfYouDon'tGiveMe 
AccessNow! 
 
WINDOWS: 
Sorry, the password cannot contain punctuation 
 
USER: 
ReallyPissedOff50BloodyBoiledCabbagesShovedUpYourAss 
IfYouDontGiveMeAccessNow 
 
WINDOWS: 
Sorry, that password is already in use. 

  

 

VFFS General Meeting 16/12/2021 

Location: Terminus Hotel  

Meeting opened: 8:10 

Present:  M. Glaister, A. Koralgama, V. Morgan, L. Morgan, 

 T Denyer, D Boughton. S. O’Connor, H. Sokol. 
 

Apologies: P. Butler, D. Sutherland, D. Cassidy 

Visitors: Nil 

Minutes of last General Meeting: 

Given the situation over the last year. No minutes were taken of 
the previous meeting (whenever that was) 

 

Correspondence In: Control Line News 

Reports: Nil 

Secretary/Treasurer: 

Cash        81.40, 
Bank    3524.10, 
Total   3605.50 
Stock     101.80 

Members: 
Full    20 
Part      1 
Non Flying   2 

 
Motions on notice: None 
 

General Business: 
 With the formal business concluded  - duration five minutes - 
Vin demonstrated the correct technique for winding a P30 rubber 
motor - with few attendees actually paying attention, YE repeated 
the demonstration – again with little regard from the Peanut 
Gallery! Perhaps we should try winding an O/R motor to 
destruction! You lot will be bombarded with similar demos until we 
gain your undivided attention! 
 Some discussion and general questioning about the fate 
(likelihood) of indoor flying was entered into, however as the two 
members with some real input were both absent, this matter was 
referred to a later date. 

Next meeting:  
As the Omicron variant of Covid is not causing too much fear 

and loathing emanating from the “Authorities”, the next meeting 
should go ahead as scheduled, Tuesday the 1st of March, same 
time same place. 

Close: 9:05 
 

Plans of the Month 
 I found this plan in the English magazine “Model Designer and 
Constructor”, reprinted from the original publication “Model 
Airplane Gazette”, the transition from one to the other losing or 
at least obscuring some of the original detail (I hate pixellated 
drawings!)  
 “Big John” is to Mulvihill specifications in that it has a maximum 
of 300 sq. in. wing area (not total area – the tailplane can be as big 
as you want). This restriction has inhibited the “creativity” of 
Open Rubber flyers in the US, and apart from some notable 
examples where the Mulvihill area rule do not apply, the “Dawn 
Flyoff” models for example, Open or Mulvihills generally conform 
to a common standard of rectangular wing planforms of 300 sq. in., 
designer creativity being expressed in fin, tailplane and fuselage 
shape and construction. 
 My rendition of “Big John” may be inaccurate in depicting the 
dihedral and polyhedral breaks as the FMD&C reprint was blurred, 
but at least I managed to make some sense in transferring the 
weird pitch triangles depicted in the “original” into useable 
dimensions for carving the propeller blades from a ½” sheet. 
 The Derl Morley design is about the same size as Big John 
(slightly larger in wing area (307 cf 300 sq. in.) actually) and is a 
typical British Open Rubber design in many ways. Where there is 
some divergence from the accepted “standard” is the use of 1/32” 
sheet (in one version) covering for the fuselage forward of the 
rear peg, and the novel if not unique hinged fuselage D/T 
arrangement with the hinge just aft of the rear rubber peg. 
 

 
Gary Odger’s Flyoff Model 

 
 






